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Open Communities Alliance is a 

Connecticut-based civil rights non-profit 

working with an urban-suburban interracial 

coalition to advocate for access to 

opportunity, particularly through 

promoting balanced affordable housing 

development, including in thriving 

communities.

OPEN COMMUNITIES ALLIANCE
Embracing Diversity to Strengthen Connecticut
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CT IS ONE OF THE MOST SEGREGATED 

STATES IN THE NATION

Shaped by multiple 

factors:

- Zoning

- Subsidized 

housing 

locations

- Limits on 

housing authority 

jurisdiction

- Disinvestment

- History of 

intentional 

segregating 

policies



 NO!
 It means we must work to make every neighborhood an area of 

opportunity and every school high performing.

 BUT…
 Some low income families want to stay to revitalize struggling 

communities - and they can do that currently – but must be provided 
strategically targeted resources.

 Other low income families want to move to higher -resourced 
communities and they currently cannot .

 ALSO…
 In poverty-concentrated areas, voluntary decreased poverty 

concentration = better neighborhood and educational outcomes.

The goal is to ensure low income families have choices.
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DOES THIS MEAN EVERYONE MUST 

MOVE?
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TWO WAY STREET 

SOLUTION: 

(1) ENSURE CHOICES IN 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

LOCATION AND 

(2) INVEST IN STRUGGLING 

COMMUNITIES
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IMPACT ON OPPORTUNITY



7



8



WHERE DO WE LIVE? 

OPPORTUNITY BY RACE AND ETHNICITY IN CT

% of People by Race & Ethnicity Living in 

Lower Opportunity Areas

Blacks: 73%

Latinos: 73%

Whites: 26%

Asians: 36%



OPPORTUNITY DETAIL AND RACE

Very Low Low Moderate High Very High

White 9% 17% 22% 23% 29%

Black 52% 21% 13% 9% 5%

Asian 14% 21% 19% 20% 25%

Hispanic 50% 22% 12% 9% 7%

Very Low Low Moderate High Very High

White 9% 29%

Black 52% 5%

Asian 14% 25%

Hispanic 50% 7%

2% of the land area of the 

state.



Survey of 300 tenant based voucher holders revealed:
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WHAT DO FAMILIES WANT?



RACIAL COVENANTS

 The Supreme Court finally held that State courts could not 

enforce racial covenants  under the 14 th Amendment’s Equal 

Protection Clause in the Shelley v. Kraemer case in 1948.  
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CONNECTION TO CURRENT CRISIS
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DISPARITIES IN IMPACT

Renter Status by Race and Ethnicity – CT

Race/Ethnicity Percent Renters

Non-Hispanic White 23.9%

Black 60.3%

Hispanic 65.8%

Asian 42.7%
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CAN LAWS HELP US?

Federal Fair Housing Act

 Race—black or  white
 Color—skin tone 
 National  Or ig in—country of  an 

indiv idual ’s  or ig in or  the countr y f rom 
which the indiv idual ’s  ancestors came

 Relig ion—Limitat ion based on rel ig ious 
or  spir i tual  bel iefs

 Sex—gender ( recent ly  being appl ied to 
sexual  or ientat ion too)

 Handicap/disabi l i ty
 Famil ial  Status—presence of  chi ldren 

under 18;  pregnancy;  persons in the 
process of  gett ing legal  custody

CT State Fair Housing Act
Additional Protections

 Gender Identity or Expression

 Lawful Source of Income

 Age (except minors)

CT Constitution Article First, Sec. 20

No person shall be denied the equal 

protection of the law nor be subjected to 

segregation or discrimination in the exercise 

or enjoyment of his civil or political rights 

because of religion, race, color, ancestry or 

national origin.



 Intentional discrimination

 Disparate 
impact/perpetuation of 
segregation

 A failure to affirmatively 
further fair housing for 
recipients of certain 
grant funding (APA claim)

22

TYPES OF FAIR HOUSING ACT CLAIMS



FAIR HOUSING ACT COVERS THREE MAIN 

AREAS

 Private transactions and conduct in housing and housing-related 
markets (leasing, buying, mortgage lending, insurance, etc.)

 Landlords, realtors, property owners/managers, banks, insurers, etc.

 Can be single transactions or policies/practices with broader impact

 Government conduct : restrictions on government action…things 
the government is prohibited from doing.

 Government duties : mandates for taking action….things the 
government is affirmatively required to do (makes the FHA 
unique).  

 AFFH:  duty to affirmatively further fair housing

 Duty not to perpetuate segregation – may entail pro-active steps
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“GREENLINING” THE RESPONSE TO 
CORONAVIRUS (JUST A STARTING POINT…)

Intensify the provision of PPE to areas with high incidences of COVID-19 – and 
make it free.Intensify PPE

Make testing free and easy in high-incidence areas.
Accessible 

Testing

Prioritize contact tracing in high-incidence areas (must be done respectfully)
Prioritize 

Contact Tracing

Provide appropriate technology and safe facilities
Invest in 

Education

Make a deep investment in protecting renters – including making landlords whole and supporting 
mobility.

Protect Renters 
and the Rental 

Market
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Erin Boggs, Esq.

Executive Director

Open Communities Alliance

75 Charter Oak Avenue

Suite 1-210 

Hartford, CT 06106

Tel. 860.610-6040 

eboggs@ctoca.org

Check us out and join the coalition at: http://www.ctoca.org
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