March 30, 1999 Page 1

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 30, 1999 MEETING OF
THE COMMISSION ON FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL

The meetingwas called toorder at 9:30a.m. byChairman Carozza witthe following
members present. Commissionékadresen, Chatfield, Haber, McCarthy, Milewski,
Mullen and Nicol. Commissioners Kowalskiand Vendetta arrived at 9:35 a.m.
Commissioner Gomeau arrived at 9:45n. Commissioners Johnsaand Munkenbeck
were excused. Staffiembers Morrissette, O’'NeiQuellette, Piechota andiskura were
present.

Mr. Morrissette introduced and welcomed Ralph Scarpino f@BEP-Department of
Forestry as a guest to the meeting.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissionerHaber and SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to approve the minutes of the January 27, 1999 meeting. Motion Carried

Commissioner Nicol asked that it be noted that a duplagtg of page 3vasenclosed in
the minutes distributed for the January 27, 1999 meeting.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioneMcCarthy and SECONDED by Commissioner
Haber to approve the Staff Report for the periodafuary15, 1999 -February14, 1999
and February 15, 1999 - March 14, 1999. Motion carried.

Moving to Unfinished Businessitem 4 a.) Mr. Morrissette gave a budgapdate. He
stated that the agendyas gone through its round of hearings wiitle Appropriations’
Committee. These meetings appeared to go exceptiamally A number of legislators
expressed interest to visit the Academy infiitere. He expressesheword of caution in
that the capital equipment afatility items areboth to be bonded. In past years some of
the equipment money has been received as a direct appropriation within the agyety
For the FYOO budget onl$1,000 haseen earmarked as an appropriafmnequipment.
The balance of the capital facility and equipment funds are to come via bonding.

Bond fundstypically become availabléeoward the end of August or earleptember.
Therefore this money is not immediately available July 1. To date we have not received any
of the bond fundsdentified inour budget fothe current fiscayear. There’s &ig delay

and we’ve been told b@PM that weshould bereceiving abous0% of thesefunds this

month and we hope the balance by the end of the fiscal year.

This issue was noted and discussel@ragth duringour meetingwith the Appropriations
Regulations and Protection Subcommittee. Some of wilat future plansare for
enhancements of the facilignd aretied to theséoond funds. Therefore, weay not be
able to move forward with these plans until later in the fiscal year.
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Moving to item 4 b.) Mr. Morrissette gave a facility update. He stated that the agency has a
number of projects which have bemitiated through DPW.These are contingentpon
funding through next year’s budget. A project for a staircase to the storage mezzanine in the
fire station will be funded out of moneys we haailablethis year.Other projects are
enhancements to the trainitguver andthe administratiorbuilding. In addition Jast week

we had an opportunity toneetonce again withDOT to discuss our plans fofuture
expansion which will require land acquisitiorThere seems to be somewhat of a turn
around in terms ofDOT’s posture. DOT appears to be showing dnterest in the
Commission and its programs. The next stefm@discussion process involvéise receipt

of an updated map of the surrounding prope®OT will highlight restricted areas which

we cannot consider for expansion attler areas opeior consideration.They’'ve asked

us to plot out some abur immediateneeds. Asnembers of th&€Commissionmay be
aware, we’vebeen having some problems withe smoke travel from the flashover
simulator entering the firstation. Also depending on the prevailimginds, the smoke is
actually traveling into the administration building and causing problems.

This past week we heard unofficiallje FAA has approvedhe funds for the ARFF
training prop forthe New Hampshire Fir@raining Academy.DOT and Bradley Airport
Fire Department is stillooking at some enhancementstbé currentprops here at the
Academy.

Lastly, the agency has received the 15 yemranty onthe improvements thatere made
to the link roof. This warranty covers both materials and labor.

Moving toitem 4c.) Mr. Morrissette gave an update on 8@0 FireLine program. To
date this phonéne hasreceived approximatel§40 calls. About 70(50%) of thosecalls
have been referred to local fire departments. The feedlmukfire departmenthasbeen
minimal. Most of the departments are not reporting the disposition of the referrals.

In addition, last November we hosted a meeting of the Fire Line contacts and volunteer fire
chiefs whichwas very successful. A secontketinghas been scheduletbr May 6 at

7:00 p.m. which will be held in Wallingford at Central Fire Headquarters. rbeting is

open to anyone responsible or interested in volumeEeuitment andetention. Interested
Commissioners are invited to attend this meeting.

Lastly, the Governor’sOffice has agreed towork with the agency on the production of
public service announcemen8SA). Atthis point weare solicitingPSA story boards
produced in othestates. Waewill submit a request to thBepartment ofPublic Safety
video unit in hope they will work with us to produce these items.

Commissioner Nicol recommend#te agencyook atthe possibility ofdoingthe PSA at
UConn and maybe even use Coach Jim Calhoun.

Moving toitem 4 d.) Mr. Morrissette gave an update of plans being formulédedhe
Commission’sStrategic Plannind’rocess. Herovided an overview ofthe proposed
scope of services and scheduleThe agency is looking thost three focus group
sessionspoth afternoons andvenings, toward¢he end ofMay. Various fire service
constituentgroups would beanvited to these publidorums. These sessionswill be
facilitated by an outsideontractor.Tentative locations arBuracell Corporation in Bethel,
Northeast Utilities in Berlin olvankeeEnergy Systems iMeriden and the thirdarea is
Northeast Utilities in Windham orankeeGas in Killingly. He asked Commissioners if
they had any questions or concerns with the proposed schedule and |dcattbespublic
forums.
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Commissioner Nicol asked what accommodations the proposed locations had to offer.

Mr. Morrissette stated that basically Wwas looking for aneetingroom set up with round
tables wheresmall groups ofpeople carwork as ateam todevelopproposedstrategic

priorities. Thefacilitator will then consolidate into reportall of theinput fromthe group

sessions.

Commissioner Nicol asked who would be invited to these sessions.

Mr. Morrissette stated thail state fire servicerganizations, firechiefs, fire department
members and Commissioners and staff members would be invited to these sessions.

Moving to item 4 e.) Mr. Morrissette stated that the March meeting of @avernor’s
Office Staff was canceled and the next meeting is scheduled for April 13.

Moving toitem 4f.) Mr. Morrissette gave a legislativgpdate. Hedirected attention to a
handout produced by the Connecticut Career Fire Chiefs’ Association seegimgrt for
House BiIll #6565. This is the fire service training Bill which has been proposelefdast
four years. This Bill earmarks funding to be appropriated ttte Commission for
distribution to local municipalities as reimbursemfamtthe cost of training. ThidBill will
require theCommission to adopt regulatiof program administratiorOne point, Mr.
Morrissette expressed concern with is tBidl provides no funding foadministrative
overheadWe're asking Commissioners to go backtkeir organizations and disseminate
this information asking individuals to contact their local legislators asking for support.

Mr. Nicol inquired what the dollar amount of this Bill was.

Mr. Morrissette stated th&bur or five years agavhenthe originaltask forcegroup was
established, the fiscal note worked out to a little bit more than one million dollars.

The seconditem relates to thdransfer ofthe Office of Emergency Managemd@EM)
from the Department olPublic Safety to thdilitary Department. Mr. Morrissette stated
that he, Adam Piskura and John Gamble had an opportunitgdtwith Adjutant General
(AG) Gay of the Military Department taliscusstheir concerns. Irthe pastthe Military
Departmenteported in testimony bghatthis is a natural administrative transition taking
place in all 50states. Imapproximately 22 states throughale countryOEM falls under
the Military Department. The AG indicateithis move will actually benefit the overall
workings of OEM inthat most ofthe support staff and servicedll be locatedwithin the
same structurdArmory). The pointwas alsomade that the lastvo or three OEM
Directors have come from the military. The Adjutant General suggested this is engo®d
for the fireservice. We cameaway fromthe meetingwith a number of our questions
answered; however, a level of concstitl exists regardinghe position ofthe fire service
especially as it relates to thesue of terrorism and weapons of mass destru¢idviD).
There are billions of dollars in the pipeline and a minute percentage is makimgyits
first responders. The AG reaffirmed the military is not a first respondewitinuledge to
work closely with the Commission and fire service.

Mr. Piskurastated that helid not go away fronthe meetingvery happy. About 98% of

the conversatiomvas interesting input which ithe nature of thagnvironment. McGuire

who is now the Director of Emergency Management very proudly announced that he is a 40
year career militarynan. So yowanvery easily se¢he direction thatveapons of mass
destruction and any other terrorisat istaking. He expressewbncern that basically the

fire service is squeezamit. The money that igoing tothe State Police in a grant is the
money that heeported on after a meetingth FEMA Director JamesLee Witt and Bill
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Terry from the National Domestic Preparedness Offiiegat moneywas suppose toome

to the fire service and EMS and a decidasalready been made at the state government
level that that money will go to the State Police before the fire service even reueices

At the federal level, there is a perception that the money is goitig tiire service and it's
not going there.

Mr. Morrissette stated that the next appropriate move would bi@daervice organization
leaders to meet with the Adjutant General.

Chairman Carozza stated thatdmncurred withMr. Morrissette’s remarkshat it is very
important that the leadership afl the fire service organizationsneet with the new
incoming Adjutant General as soon as possible.

Mr. Morrissette reported on House Bill #5408 making a statutory chartge toakeup of
the E 911 Commission by adding four new members. Twibexiew members are to be
managers of a Public Safety Answering P@RSAP), while two are to represent the
commercial mobil communications’ industry. He asked Commissioners to look Billthis
and raise any concerns through their organizations.

Moving toitem 4g.) for the presentation of thdames Faherty Casey Awai@hairman
Carozza and Mr. Morrissette presentedaheard to Mr.Ouellette. Mr. Morrissette stated
that this award washamed afterJames Faherty Casdlye founder ofthe National Fire
Academy’s TRADE concept. Thisnational award is presented to And@uellette for
representing the Nationdtire Academy’s Training Resource alta Exchange core
values of excellence.

Mr. Ouellette stated that this award would not be possible without the support of the staff at
the Academy and Commission. He thanked the staff and Commissioners.

Moving toitem 4h.) Mr. Morrissette stated that at tdanuarymeeting inProspectthere
was a lengthy discussion on proposed revisiorteedCertification testingcoring policy.
The staff took into consideratiothe discussionitems and recommendations anthde
some changes which he asked Mr. Piechota to explain.

Mr. Piechota stated that thmroposedpolicy will revise thescoring criteria for written
certification examinations. This policy is designed to reviseCibimission’sCertification
Examinationprocess to ensurine knowledge, skillsand abilities of Connecticut's Fire
Service personnel. The current examination policy allows an individaghasreceived a
score of less than 70% to retake an examination an unlimited number of times during a one
yeartime period without the need to be retrainedcounseled. Based up@xamination
retest results, Commission staff aretloé opinionthat the lack of retraining arounseling
reduces the likelihoodhat an individual will besuccessful on one anore examination
retests. This policy revision will allow only a singltake of an examinatidior persons
who scorebetween60% and 70% (withoutetraining or counseling) and will require any
individual who scores ledghan60% on arexamination to be retrained or counseled prior
to retaking an examination. Retraining or counseling will be verified thrthegkignature

of a certified fire service instructor on the re-examination application.

A question and answer period followed.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioneiChatfieldand SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski to adopt the Certification Testing Scoring Policy.
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Under discussioncommissioner Nicol asked if thism could be tabledor 30 days to
allow Commissionerstime to discuss this proposegbolicy with their respective
organizations and not vote until the next Commission meeting.

A discussion period followed.

A MOTION wasnade byCommissioneiChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski to withdrawthe motion to adopt the CertificationTesting Scoring Policy.
Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade by Commissioner Nicoland SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski totablethe CertificationTesting Scoringroposal to provideadequatetime for
Commissioners to bring this matter to their respective organizations. Motion carried.

Mr. Morrissette put orthe tablefor further discussiotthe issue presented b@hief Black
of the WatertownFire Department at thdanuary meeting. Chidlack questioned the
agency’'spractical exanprocesses angrocedures. Heatated thathis discussiomever
really had anyclosure. He asked if Commissioners approve ofaurent psycho-motor
skills testing procedures?

Commissioner Milewskcommented that thdiscussion did go furtheindicating that a
much larger ladder was used in testing.

Mr. Morrissettecommented that thewere cognizant othat prior to the examination. The
staff feels comfortable that our process is fair and equitable to all.

Commissioner Chatfield inquired if this was an isolated incident.
Mr. Morrissette stated that this was the first incident like this brought to his attention.

Mr. Piechota stated that people are evaluateth@igiduals operating as members of a
team. Team grades are not given even though the fire service perforreaimaperations
mode.

Moving toitem 4i.) Mr. Morrissette gave an update on the Eifefighters’ Memorial
Committee. The agendyasreceived fronthe Committee a writterequest to transfer the
funding ($30,000) which was appropriated by the Legislatuteet@€ommission as pass
through to the Memorial Committee. Althouglhocessing haalreadybegun, ouBudget
Liaison felt that this action should be approved by a motion of the Commission.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Gomeau approving the transfer of appropriated funds to the Mentoiadmittee. Motion
carried.

Mr. Morrissette reportethat the company the Chairman of the BEifefighters’ Memorial
Committee works for haagreed to provide the engineering senfarethe layout and site
work for the memorial. Engineers fratine firm have been on site to domesurveying.
To date the Committeeeports fundgotaling $60,000, this figure includeghe $30,000
from the Legislature. MrMorrissette indicated that Heas askedhe Memorial Committee
Chairman to attend a future Commission meeting to provide a project status report.

On a related itenMr. Morrissette displayetivo nice certificates th€ommissionreceived
for its donation made in the name of the Commission and Connecticutdademy to the
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National Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial. These certificates will be framed and displayed in
a prominent location at the Academy.

Commissioner Nicol commented that the Commission needwkesurethat the location
of the memorial fits into the facility master plan.

Moving toitem 5a.) Mr. Morrissette stated thaome changes tthe Recruit Firefighter
Program curriculum have beenade and these changes have bebscussed with the
Connecticut Career Fire Chiefs’ Association. He asked Mr. Piskura to present an overview
to the Commissioners regarding thediscussions and faronsideration of a fee increase

for the program.

Mr. Piskura stated the proposal is to mave MedicalResponsd&echnician (MRT) week
out of the 10week program anglace it as an optiondllth week. This will be for those
recruits that require MRT certification. This will add five days to the curriculdmech will
include two days of Flashover Survival Training, omelditional day ofhose work,
expanded SCBA training and one new day for practical skills practice.

Currently this program is underfunded by $500 perdent. Increasinghe tuition to
$2,000will enable the Training Division to achiewest recovery for thiprogram. Cost
recovery will allow the Training Division the ability toffer additional programs without
reductions in otheareas.One additionatecruit programhasbeen added bringing annual
availability to three.

At a Career Chiefs’ meeting it was suggested that we add two components, cuitirah
diversity and one on sexual harassment which will also be incorporated in this program. A
vote was taken by the CareeChiefs in support of both program changes &ntion
increase.

A question and answer period followed.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Gomeau to approve changes as stated to the Recruit Program. Motion carried

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to approve a fee increase of $500 to the Recruit Program. Motion carried.

CommissioneMullen stated that hbad the opportunity toattend a Train-the-Trainer for
the flashover prop andcomplimented thgrofessionalism oMark Lewandowski and Ed
O’Hurley.

Chairman Carozza stated for the record that he was at the Academy on anothevidate to
the flashover training but it was canceled.

Chairman Carozza read a letter of thanks from Commissioner HaberGotinaission for
the plague presented to him Bommissioner Nicol orthe occasion of the testimonial
dinner for his retirement from the Berlin Fire Department.

Commissioner Haber read letter from the ConnecticutFire Departmentinstructors’
Association requesting the assistance ofGbenmission with sponsorship tfie CFDIA
14th Annual Fire Apparatus Drivers’ Rodeo to be held May 22.
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A MOTION wasmade by Commissioner Nicoland SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski to place onfile the February25, 1999 letter from the ConnecticutFire
Department Instructors’ Association. Motion carried.

CommissionVendetta stated that heuly appreciates theupport andvote of confidence
given him as Vice Chairman of the Commission; however, on a few occasiogsahise
has been asked to perform in that position and because of other commitmieasshael to
say no. He went on to say that he believes this Commission debetiggsancexpressed
his wish to step down as Vice Chairman.

Chairman Carozza stated that he has discussed this matter with Commiésimetta and
appreciates his thoughtfulness.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Nicoland SECONDED by Commissioner
Milewski to place on the agenda for the next Commission meeting nomiaatiaection
of a Vice Chairman. Motion carried.

Chairman Carozza stated that at a recent meefithgGovernor Rowland on soniabor

related issues he expressed his concerns and displeasure on soetbinfis happening

with the Connecticut fire service. Governor Rowland indic#ttat hehad just established

a Law Enforcement Committee and asked Chairman Carozza to serve on this committee and
he accepted. A brief overview of the Committee was given.

Also during thismeeting Chairman Carozaxpressed hisoncern withthe transfer of
OEM to the Military Department. Governor Rowland askedldjutant GeneraGay tocall
Chairman Carozza and they had a lengthy conversation thelagxt A meeting will be
scheduled as soon as possible wiitanew Adjutant Generahnd express our concerns to
him.

Mr. Morrissette gave an overview of a House Resolution in Congress introducing the FIRE
Bill. This Bill is modeled after th€€opsBill andproposes to provide fillion dollars a

year for five years to the fire service. He indicated there is a significant disparity in terms of
federal funding for the fire service as compared to laenforcement. Currently in
Connecticut three members Gbngresshave signed orfi.e. GejdensonMaloney and
Larson) as cosponsors. He statieat hewas currentlyworking throughthe other offices

to seek theirsupport this legislation. He also asked Commissioners as individuals and
through their organizations to get to their membership to seek support.

Chairman Carozza stated that the concentratemds to be with Congressman Shays and
Johnson.

Mr. Morrissette stated that on April 7 40:00 a.m. the Northeastern States’ Fire
Consortium, which supportetie FIRE Bill from the very beginningwill hold a meeting
here at the Academynd Commissionerare welcome toattend. This group was
successful in lobbying an appropriation ofhalf million dollars to the National Fire
Academy’s budget for development of chief officer level training.

Mr. Piskura shared with Commissionesied gave an overview ahe rumors being
circulatedaroundthe state about the Academy. He further st#bedl as an educational
institution, we must be proactive in promoting facts and a fair representatsitnaifons.
The Academy has an active safety committeedbatimes its responsibilitisgriously. If
anyone hears any type aimorsabout theAcademy they arasked tocall either Mark
Lewandowski or the Director of Training.
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Commissioner Andresen inquired if anything had been done regarding an inquiry a few
years ago from Chief Walsh in Willimantic about the damage caudedntout geaafter
crawling around the burn building.

Mr. Morrissette stated that dwo occasions ovethe past four yearshe burn building

floor hasbeenground down withspecialsanders. This has not worked angear is still

being damaged. A vendor is scheduled to provide a sample coating to the floor as a test for
evaluation bystaff. If approved we will move to have this floooatingthroughout the

burn building added as funds permit.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Gomeau to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Chairman Carozza adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m.

Dated:

Edward F. Haber, Secretary
Commission on Fire
Prevention and Control
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MOTIONS
Commission Meeting - March 30, 1999

A MOTION wasmade byCommissionerHaber and SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to approve the minutes of the January 27, 1999 meeting. Motion Carried

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioneMcCarthy and SECONDED by Commissioner
Haber to approve the Staff Report for the periodafuaryl5, 1999 -February14, 1999
and February 15, 1999 - March 14, 1999. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioneiChatfieldand SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski to adopt the Certification Testing Scoring Policy.

A MOTION wasnade byCommissioneiChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski to withdrawthe motion to adopt the CertificationTesting Scoring Policy.
Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade by Commissioner Nicoland SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski totablethe CertificationTesting Scoringroposal to provideadequatetime for
Commissioners to bring this matter to their respective organizations. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Gomeau approving the transfer of appropriated funds to the Mentoiadmittee. Motion
carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Gomeau to approve changes as stated to the Recruit Program. Motion carried

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to approve a fee increase of $500 to the Recruit Program. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade by Commissioner Nicoland SECONDED by Commissioner
Kowalski to place onfile the February25, 1999 letter from the ConnecticutFire
Department Instructors’ Association. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade by Commissioner Nicoland SECONDED by Commissioner
Milewski to place on the agenda for the next Commission meeting nomiaatiaiection
of a Vice Chairman. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Kowalskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Gomeau to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

STAFEF FOLLOW-UP REQUIRED

OEM Transferto Military Department- Mr. Morrissette stated that the next appropriate
move would be for fire service organization leaders to meet with the Adjutant General.

Chairman Carozza stated thatdmncurred withMr. Morrissette’s remarkshat it is very
important that the leadership afl the fire service organizationsneet with the new
incoming Adjutant General as soon as possible.
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CertificationTestingScoringPolicy - Under discussioncommissioner Nicol asked if this
item could be tabledor 30 days toallow Commissionergime to discuss this proposed
policy with their respective organizations and not vote until the next Commission meeting.

National Fallen Fire Fighters Memorial CommemorativeCertificates - Mr. Morrissette
displayed two nice certificates tl@mmissionreceivedfor its donationrmade in the name

of the Commission and Connecticut Fifecademy to the National FalleRire Fighters
Memorial. These certificates will be framed and displayed in a prominent location at the
Academy.

Commissioner Nicol commented that the Commission needwkesurethat the location
of the memorial fits into the facility master plan.

Staff Commendatior Commissioner Mullen stated that he had tigportunity toattend a
Train-the-Trainerfor the flashover prop andcomplimented thgrofessionalism oMark
Lewandowski and Ed O’Hurley.




