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MINUTES OF THE APRIL 28, 1998 COMMISSION MEETING OF
THE COMMISSION ON FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL

The meetingwas called toorder at 9:36a.m. byChairman Carozza witthe following
members present:. Commissionefdresen, Chatfield, Haber, MilewskiVullen
Munkenbeck, Peabody and Vendetta. Commissioi@sneau, Johnson, Kowalski,
McCarthy and Nicolwere excused. Stafhembers MorrissetteQuellette, Piechota and
Piskura were present.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Peabodgnd SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to approve the minutes of the March 31, 1998 meeting. Motion carried

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Peabodgnd SECONDED by Commissioner
Munkenbeck t@pprove theStaff Report forthe period ofMarch 15, 1998 -April 14,
1998. Motion carried

Moving to item 4 a.) Staffing Update, MrMorrissette stated that theew Director of
Training Adam Piskura has begwork. He is in hishird week and irthatshorttime he
has already createdl@eng laundry list of items both administrative dadility related that
he wouldlike to bring forth for consideration of changeMr. Morrissette askeddam
Piskura to address the Commission.

Chairman Carozza stated that on behalf of @mnmission he wouldike to officially
welcome Adam Piskura as a member of the staff and abldetlewas sureogether we’ll
bring this Academy forward.

Mr. Piskurastated that he appreciated tB®mmission’sconfidence andsupport and
pledged that hevould notlet theCommissiondown. Heindicated thait's been a very
active first three weeks for any type of position and that he thinks heajpehaboutfour
days in the office here in the building. The rest oftilme hehasbeen out and around the
state as well as out of state and it's been very enlightening. There’ssgoitirgy things
happening both nationally and within tNew England regiorthat we need to beot only
part of but a large part of and vaee. Connecticut FiréAcademyhasthe ability and the
resources ttoecome ahinning star not just here in ConnecticiWhen thinking of fire
service training often what comes to mind is Texas A&M or MFRI. He sth#dis goal
is to make people stattiinking of Connecticut Firdlcademywhen they think of quality
training.

Moving to item 4b.) Mr. Morrissette gave a budgepdate. The state budgdtas not yet
been approved. In speaking with our Budgealyst aslate aslastevening, shendicated
thatshe wasnot aware of anyxhanges. Aseported in previousneetingand/or staff
reports one funding issue remains unresolved and that éget@loping a training program
on theuse ofthermal imagingcameras. Originally this budgetitem startedoff at about
$130,000 and then it was brought down to about $30,000 although now natosspear
anywhere inthe budget. In speaking witfRep. Knopp whomade theproposal, he
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indicated that this item was still in theidget. Mr.Morrissette stated that heastold that
there is about sixillion dollars for various prograngill in limbo. Our Budget Analyst
indicated if we do not receive monéyr this program,OPM would be open to further
discussions on the issue.

Commissioner Peabody inquired about the pass through of mone foonstruction of a
firefighter memorial.

Mr. Morrissette stated that Rep. Stillman and Senator Crisco indicated that it was their hope
that the moneyshould beheld until this projectan moveforward. The legislators also
indicated that come the next legislative session if there wasforeadditionalfunds not to

be afraid to comdack. Headded thait's very importantthat the representatives of the
Firefighters’ Association onthe Commission reinforce tothe firefighter memorial
committee to get moving.

Commissioner Peabody stated he agré@8% andthe Commission needs tmake it
known to the Firefighters’ Association up front amalw that theCommission isobligated
to hold that money until it is time to construct the memorial as opposed to just donating it.

Moving to item 4 c.) Mr. Morrissette reported on the statuhefpendindegislation. This
has been an easy year in terms of quantity of proposed legislation to monitor.

» The Bill regarding the promulgation of regulations by @@nmission was passed by
the House and is now on the Senate calendar.

* The Training Bill #444 passedhe Senate and/as placed on thdoot of the House
calendar and appears as it is going to die. This mokessrwas a consciowgcision
because it did not incorporate the funding language portion of the package.

» Lastly, aBill proposed bythe CTFire Departmentnstructors’ Association regarding
final stagemanufacturers. Therewas someconcern thatcaused it to be sent to a
committee. After annquiry late yesterday itwas learned that itwas tabledfor the
House calendar again.

Moving to item 4 d.) Mr. Morrissette reported on the status of the 1-800-Fire Line project.
He indicated he had approached three individuals to coordinate this projecasianed
down by all. The Administrator stated that leuld move forward with thisproject by
utilizing some of AndyOuellette’s part-time availability. Within the nebdw weeks the
agency expects to get anitial mailing out to fire departments. In a phorservey
conducted of about seven statlegt have implemented tiprogram it was discoverdtat
most of them put the phone line in operation and then began the edetaironSome of
the programs did hold &ick off pressconferences or ceremony while others haitker
not had anything or they intend to wait three to six months prior to doing anytAlhthe
states surveyefklt very positive in terms of this programssiccess although nore®uld
share anydata orstatistics. Severdbcal electedbfficials havecalled toinquire about the
program and a couple of communities have come forward to sepi®tasommunities to
move this project along.

Moving to item 4 e.) Mr. Morrissette gave an update on tARFF Prop Project. He
reported about a meeting between DOT and=#& here at the Academy intendedltok

at the current airplane prop. DOT had a waiver for about two years to continue training and
that waiver has expired because the facility does not meet FAA training requirements. DOT
felt that with some enhancements E®A might approve therop fortraining every other

year butwould still require that thgersonnel be trained in facility that meets the FAA
requirements during the off yeaAfter speaking to Bob Julianabout aletter of intent to

be sent to the FAA he seemed very supportive and indicated he would be very willing now
to send a letter. Chief Duffy statéitht some statements weneade by the FAAepsthat

there is discretionaryfunding available. It appeatat enhancements of the smaitbp
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here may be the direction ¢m, from a more fiscally responsible directidBob Juliano
indicated that either way a letter of intent should be sent. He indicated that hdikeotie
Fire Chief and the State Fire Administrator to draft the letter and send it to him for review.

Mr. Piskura stated that while attending a Trade Regimedting in Maingecently he had
the opportunity to speak with RidWasson,Training Directorfrom New Hampshire. Mr.
Masson indicated that the State of New Hampshire doedhawet land yet to build prop
on. They are looking at acquiring five acres to phus propadjacent to their facility in
Concord. At thispoint in time New Hampshire is no furtheshead than the State of
Connecticut.

Mr. Morrissette recommended that DOT and the Commission go ahead with latjemof
intent. As more information ikkarned fromthe FAA reps whovisited theAcademy we
may have a better indication of which direction to go.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Milewskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Vendetta authorizing the Stai@e Administrator to go forwardvith ajoint letter of intent
on the ARFF Prop project. Motion carried.

Moving to item 5a.) Mr. Morrissettespokeabout the needor the Commissioners in
concert withthe Division Directors to engage lang rangeplanning. About four years
ago, a strategic plan was developed tredagency iprobably now veryclose tomeeting
most of the goals and objectiveshat were identified inthe original report. The
Administrator and the Directorsould like to plan an Agency StrategilanningSession
for thefall. He askedthe Commissioners itherewas interest to participate in a formal
planning session which may entail more than one day.

A short discussion period followed with Commissioners expresstegest in holding a
planning session for the fall of this year.

Moving toitem 5b.) Mr. Morrissette reported on thesue ofChief Officer Liability as it
relates to the Somers incident. This matter has received a lot of press lately iC&itréh
Connecticut witithe Fire Chief facingcivil action and a question of whether or not the
town will support him as the case moves forward.

Mr. Morrissette stated that Head contactedsenators Kissel anéfleming to offer the
Commission’s support and our willingnesswork with them. Surprisingly enough the
Administrator said hehas notreceived a lot of calls of concernom Fire Chiefs.
However, intalking to some Insuranageps whohave many volunteer fire service clients
there’s no questiothat this issue is on dot of chief officers’ minds. Commissioner
Peabody shared witthe Administrator a local ordinance that had developed in
Waterford which clearly identified some of the protectionsafforded for the officers
representing the department. Within the Training Division thasbeen someliscussion
and desire to provide a seminar on the legal aspects of being a chief officer.

Commissioner Chatfield statetie focus should not just be oohief officer because
sometimes in a small volunteer department it may end up to lsetiar firefighter or the
person in command who is first on the scene.

Commissioner Vendetta stated that unfortunately Commissioner Kowalski is not here today
to report about meetings he’s had with insurance companiespeadically dealwith this
type of protection.

Commissioner Munkenbeck stattat this hasbeen a bigssue withthe New York State
Fire Chiefs.There are several training packages theyoeked on and a boothey can
distribute to their members on this very same subject.
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Secretary Haber read latter from the CT Fire DepartmentInstructors Association
requesting the assistance of tbemmission forthe CFDIA, 13th Annual Fire Apparatus
Drivers’ Rodeo to be held on May 31, 1998 at Corporate Ridge in Rocky Hill.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissionerChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Peabody authorizing th€ommission to giveupport to thel3th AnnualFire Apparatus
Rodeo. Motion carried.

Secretary Haber readletter from the CTFire Prevention Post&€ommitteethanking the
Commission foithe use ofthe Children’s Escapdrailer at theirFire Prevention Poster
Awards luncheon on March 26, 1998.

Commissioner Chatfield thanketthe StateFire Marshal’s Office for their assistance
recently on the occasion of the accidental death of a young man who was Kitlexpect.
The youngster was a winner of the Fire Prevention poster contest in their county.

Commissioner Munkenbeck reported on the success of the recdfitedDfficer weekend
at the National Fire Academy.

Commissioner Munkenbeck stated that the Safety Institute Retention/Recruitment Project is
well underway. Returns othe survey mailed out have beemverwhelming. The next
meeting is scheduled for May 5, 1:00 p.m. at Avon Fire Headquarters.

Commissioner Chatfieldpokeabout a meeting ifProspect forthe New Haven County
Chiefs’ Emergency Plan where Commissioner Nicol reported on the distribution of funding
for training for responding toationaldisasters. Commission@hatfield inquired if this

was a matter the Commission should be concerned about.

Mr. Morrissette replied that themgas acouple differentissues adar as the health and
welfare of the National Fire Academy and asked Mr. Piskura to elaborate on this subject.

Mr. Piskurastated that there is #iemendous amount of concern at the National Fire
Academyregarding the publication of the white papehich identified the decreased
funding and staffing athe NationalFire Academy. Todate threepapers havebeen
published, awvhite paper, a browrpaper and a yelloywaper. The brown paper is Carrie
Brown’s (U.S. Fire Administrator’'s) response the white paper and the yellow paper is
the IAFF’s response.They have Jamekee Witt's (Director of FEMA) attention athis
point and what he ditlke any goodAdministratorwould do isimpanel a committee to
insulate himself fronthe problem. There is referencesow to ablue ribbon committee.
The problem with the blue ribbon committee is thabody knows whose on iand that's
where if you choose and woulie to exertsome political action toinsure that theFire
Service community is represented that committee. There is a California Trade Region
that is politically activewith their Congresgeople to maksure that someone frontheir
region is representedhe staff atthe NFA shared with Mr. Piskura ey contact list
which is a typical grouping list oiho they normally invite to participate in thegges of
events, but that's not necessarily who James Witt would choose to invite.

Commissioner Peabody statébat the CT Building Officials of the Fire Marshal
Associationhas arevent scheduled on the samh@te as the nexdcheduled Commission
meeting which could cause a lack of quorum. He ask#w: Commission would want to
consider an alternate date.

Chairman Carozza stated that thevas some discussion prior to todayiseeting of
holding an evening meeting or selecting an alternate date.
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A MOTION wasmade byCommissionelChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Peabody to leave it to the discretion of @leair to select thedate for the next meeting.
Motion carried.

CommissioneiVendettaspokeabout a bill in the Senategarding backilow preventer
valves on sprinkler systems. He asked all Commissioners to contact their Senatws as
as possible asking them to support this bill.

Mr. Morrissette directed the attention of ti@®mmissioners to some correspondence
distributed before the meeting as follows:

» Aletter from the National Association of Stdtge Marshals regarding a vacancy of a
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commissioner. Commissioner Peabody has asked us
to disseminate this information and to advoctitat a person with fire service
experience fill this vacancy.

* In addition, you were alsgiven information ontwo grants whichwill be available.
The first from Connecticut SAFE KIDS and teecond fronthe Department oPublic
Health on a SmokeAlarm Intervention Program. It would beappreciated if
Commissioners would pass out this information at their organization meeting.

Mr. Morrissette reportethat lastweek he received latter from aDeputy Chieffrom the
WestHartford FireDepartment recognizing Part-tinhestructor Kyle Zimmer for his life
saving efforts at aaccident by pullingout the occupantprior to the vehicles becoming
engulfed. He asked if the Commissioners wanted to take any action on this matter.

Chairman Carozza askéoht Carl Zimmer be invited to the ne@bmmissionmeeting so
that the Commission can present him a certificate of appreciation.

Mr. Morrissette gave an update on an ongassyie regarding &olunteer fire company
(Hope Hose) in the City of Norwalk.

Mr. Morrissette invited Commissioners following the meetingatee a moment to visit the
CL&P electrical safety props and the Sprinkler Lab.

Chairman Carozza reminded Commissioners about the importance of their attendance at the
Commission meetings.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioneiChatfieldand SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Chairman Carozza adjourned the meeting at 10:32 a.m.

Dated:

Secretary, Commission on Fire
Prevention and Control
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MOTIONS
Commission Meeting - April 28, 1998

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Peabodgnd SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to approve the minutes of the March 31, 1998 meeting. Motion carried

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Peabodgnd SECONDED by Commissioner
Munkenbeck t@pprove theStaff Report forthe period ofMarch 15, 1998 -April 14,
1998. Motion carried

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Milewskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Vendetta authorizing the Stai@e Administrator to go forwardvith ajoint letter of intent
on the ARFF Prop project. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissionelChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Peabody authorizing th€ommission to giveupport to thel3th AnnualFire Apparatus
Rodeo. Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissionelChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Peabody to leave it to the discretion of @leair to select thedate for the next meeting.
Motion carried.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissionerChatfield and SECONDED by Commissioner
Andresen to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

STAFF FOLLOW-UP REQUIRED

Firefighter Memorial - Commissioner Peabody inquired abdi pass through of
money for the construction of a firefighter memorial.

Mr. Morrissette stated that Rep. Stillman and Senator Crisco indicated that it was their hope
that the moneyshould beheld until this projectan moveforward. The legislators also
indicated that come the next legislative session if there wasforeadditionalfunds not to

be afraid to comback. Headded thait's very importantthat the representatives of the
Firefighters’ Association onthe Commission reinforce tothe firefighter memorial
committee to get moving.

Commissioner Peabody stated he agré@8% andthe Commission needs tmake it
known to the Firefighters’ Association up front amalw that theCommission isobligated
to hold that money until it is time to construct the memorial as opposed to just donating it.

ARFF Prop Project - Mr. Morrissette recommended tHaOT and theCommission go
ahead with a joinketter ofintent. As more information ikearned fromthe FAA reps who
visited the Academy we may have a better indication of which direction to go.

A MOTION wasmade byCommissioner Milewskand SECONDED by Commissioner
Vendetta authorizing the Stai@e Administrator to go forwardvith ajoint letter of intent
on the ARFF Prop project. Motion carried.

Long Range Planning- Moving to item 5 a.) MrMorrissettespokeabout the need for
the Commissioners in concert with the Division Directors to engage in long p&ngeng.
About four years ago, a strategic plan was developedhendgency iprobably nowvery
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close to meeting most of the goals and objectikkaswere identified inthe originalreport.
The Administrator and the Directorgould like to plan an Agency Strategielanning
Session fothefall. He askedhe Commissioners itherewas interest to participate in a
formal planning session which may entail more than one day.

A short discussion period followed with Commissioners expresstegest in holding a
planning session for the fall of this year.

Certificate of Appreciation - Mr. Morrissette reportethat lastweek he received a
letter from aDeputy Chieffrom the WestHartford FireDepartment recognizing Part-time
Instructor Kyle Zimmer for his life saving efforts at araccident by pullingout the
occupants prior to the vehicles becoming engulfed. He asked @ommissioners wanted
to take any action on this matter.

Chairman Carozza askddht Carl Zimmer be invited to the ne@bmmissionmeeting so
that the Commission can present him a certificate of appreciation.



