
 
State of Connecticut 

Department of Emergency Services & Public Protection 
Commission on Fire Prevention and Control 

 
1.  12th Annual Ride-4-Justin Benefit Motorcycle Ride - Sunday May 7th 2017 
2.  Fiscal Year 2017 Omnibus Spending Bill Released 
3.  2Q Driver Training Program 
4.  Firefighter I 
5.  New England Fire Investigation Seminar 
6.  CT Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association Fee One Day Seminar  
7.  IFSTA Seeking Committee Members – Chief Officer 4th Edition  
8.  Deadline Pending:  Accelerated On-Line FF 1 and FF 2 
 
--------- 
 
1.   12th Annual Ride-4-Justin Benefit Motorcycle Ride - Sunday May 7th 2017 
 
The 12th Annual Ride-4-Justin Benefit Motorcycle Ride will be held on Sunday, May 7, 2017.  All proceeds 
from this event fund the Justin Wisniewski Firefighters Scholarship Fund Inc. Please visit our website 
at: Please see our website, www.Ride4Justin.com for pictures and info. 
 
-----------        
 
2.  Fiscal Year 2017 Omnibus Spending Bill Released 
 
In the early morning hours of Monday, May 1st, Congressional leaders introduced H.R. 244, the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017, a $10.7 trillion spending bill to fund the federal government for 
the remainder of the current fiscal year.  Currently, the federal government is operating under a continuing 
resolution, which expires on Friday, May 5th.  Congress will need to approve the omnibus spending measure 
before the Friday deadline to avoid a government shutdown.  
 
Included in the spending package is funding for several programs of significance to the nation's fire and 
emergency services.  The Assistance to Firefighters (AFG) and Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency 
Response (SAFER) grant programs are funded at $690 million, split evenly between the two programs.  The 
State Homeland Security Grant Program is funded at $467 million.  This is the same funding level Congress 
approved for these three programs in Fiscal Year 2016.  Additionally, the United States Fire Administration 
(USFA) is funded at $44 million, the same level as the previous fiscal year. 
 
Several programs receive a slight increase in funding under the measure.  The Urban Area Security Initiative 
(UASI) is funded at $605 million, an increase of $5 million compared to Fiscal Year 2016.  The bill also 
provides $38,20,000 for the Urban Search and Rescue Response System (USAR), an increase of $3.1 
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million.  The Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) program is funded at $15 million, an increase of $2 million 
from Fiscal Year 2016. 
 
"These figures contained in the omnibus measure affirm the importance of maintaining communications with 
our elected leaders," said Bill Webb, Executive Director of the Congressional Fire Services Institute.  "Our 
hope is that the House and Senate will move swiftly on final passage so that these funds can be appropriated 
to the aforementioned programs that continue providing support to our nation's fire departments.  We 
appreciate the commitment the House and Senate Appropriations Committees, as well as the leadership of 
the Congressional Fire Services Caucus, have given to our nation's first responders and we look forward to 
working with them as the complete work on funding the federal government for the current fiscal year and 
we turn our focus to the Fiscal Year 2018 spending bills."  
 
The House could potentially vote on the omnibus spending package as earlier as Wednesday, May 3rd.  If 
approved, the measure would then be sent to the Senate.  CFSI will continue to provide updates throughout 
the appropriations process.   
 
-----------           
 
3.  2Q Driver Training Program 
 
The Valley Fire School is offering a 2Q Driver Training Program. Please go to our website to see the 
schedule and to sign up for the class. valleyfireschoolct.org 
 
-----------  
 
4.  Firefighter I 
 
The application for the Valley Fire Chiefs Regional Fire Schools summer Firefighter I class is now open. 
Please go to our website to see the schedule and to sign up at valleyfireschoolct.org.  
 
----------- 
 
5.  New England Fire Investigation Seminar 
 
The 39th Annual New England Fire Investigation Seminar to be held May 22-26, 2017 at Saint 
Anselm College in Manchester, New Hampshire.  The seminar, formerly known as the New England Arson 
Seminar, is presented by the New England Fire Investigation, Research and Education Committee and offers 
the same great training as ever!   
 
The 40 hour seminar offers Fire Marshal credits and 10 tested points for IAAI-CFI recertification.  This 
year's topics include Fire Fighter Arson, Wildland Fire Investigation, Homemade Explosives, Clandestine 
Labs, Spontaneous Combustion and Technology Demonstrations.  There will be current case studies 
presented in conjunction with practical exercises.  
 
See attached flyer for complete details. 
 

http://valleyfireschoolct.org/
http://valleyfireschoolct.org/


----------- 
 
6.  CT Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association Fee One Day Seminar 
 
The Connecticut Chapter of the National Fire Sprinkler Association would like to invite you to attend 
a “FREE ONE DAY SEMINAR” This seminar will include policy makers, fire officials, water 
purveyors and building officials. 
 
Fire Team USA is partnering with the CT Fire Sprinkler Coalition to bring you a free community-
based workshop, which includes expanded information and concerns regarding residential fire 
sprinkler systems. 
 
Special Guests include NFSA President Shane Ray, who will share his past experience as a Fire Chief 
and Mayor with the attendees. 
 
Understanding residential fire sprinklers, their benefits and what role you play is crucial to protecting 
our community from fire!    If interested, please see attached flyer. 
 
LIMITED SEATING! Please make sure you click on the link to register. 
  
The free workshop includes morning refreshments, lunch, resource information and a live side-by-side burn 
demonstration.  You don’t want to miss this amazing opportunity! Seats are limited, register today at 
www.fireteamusa.com! 
 
----------- 
 
7.  IFSTA Seeking Committee Members – Chief Officer 4th Edition  
 
IFSTA is currently seeking members for one new committee that will begin their work at the 2018 IFSTA 
Winter Meeting to be held in Oklahoma in January, 2018. The new committee will be: Chief Officer, 4th 
edition 
 
Individuals with interest in this topic are encouraged to apply. Please fill out the attached application form 
and return it to IFSTA/FPP no later than June 30, 2017. All applicants will be notified of the disposition of 
their application on or around August 1, 2017.You may also fill out the application online at www.ifsta.org  
 
---------- 
 
8.  Deadline Pending:  Accelerated On-Line FF 1 and FF 2 
 
The Burrville Fire School announces their on-line accelerated classes for this summer. These are fast 
moving, demanding courses of study/practice. You are expected to make all of the classes. You must be a 
self-motivated student who is comfortable with on-line learning. 
 
Mandatory orientation will be at 6 PM on May 15th at the Bantam Fire Company in Bantam. 
 

http://www.fireteamusa.com/
http://www.ifsta.org/


Firefighter 1 will begin on May 16th at the Bantam Fire Company. It will run on Monday & Wednesday 
nights from 6 PM to 10 PM. It is approximately 3-months in length. The state practical exam will be on 
August 5th. The cost is $1,050 and includes the course text. 
 
Firefighter 2 will begin on May 17that the South End VFD (Nepaug) in New Hartford. It will then run on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights from 6 PM to 10 PM. It is approximately 2-months in length. The state 
practical will be on July 8th. The cost is $850. This does not include a text (which can be purchased 
separately). The text is available to all as an on-line e-book and downloadable  audio book. 
 
The deadline for applying is May 1st. After May 1st there will be a 10% late fee. 
 
For more information, contact Richard Marcus at 860-307-2267 or richardmarcus@earthlink.net 
An application is attached. 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL 

mailto:richardmarcus@earthlink.net












ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION MAY SEND IT PAYABLE TO: 

JUSTIN WISNIEWSKI FIREFIGHTERS SCHOLARSHIP FUND, INC. 

P.O. BOX 473, SOUTHINGTON, CT  06489 

12TH ANNUAL  
MOTORCYCLE CHARITY RIDE 

RIDE-4-JUSTIN 

 
 

I REFUSE TO TIP-TOE THROUGH LIFE ONLY TO ARRIVE SAFELY AT DEATH – JUSTIN WISNIEWSKI 

 

DATE:   SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017 

PLACE:  ELKS LODGE 1669, MAIN ST. SOUTHINGTON, CT 

TIME:   REG.  8 – 10 AM & RIDE LEAVES AT 10:30 AM 

REGISTRATION: RIDER(S):  $25 (INCLUDES A FREE PIN) 

(INCLUDES DINNER) PASSENGER(S) & NON-RIDER(S):  $15 

     HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT(S) (WITH ID): $10   
    

JUSTIN WISNIEWSKI, ENGINE COMPANY 1, SOUTHINGTON, CT, DIED 

AT A YOUNG AGE, JUST 18, IN THE LINE OF DUTY.  IN MEMORY OF 

JUSTIN, THE WISNIEWSKI AND DIPIETRO FAMILY, ALONG WITH 

SOUTHINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT COMPANY 1, HAVE ESTABLISHED 

A SCHOLARSHIP FUND, BENEFITING FAMILIES OF FIREFIGHTERS. 
 

                               MATT WISNIEWSKI   (860) 983-5445 

                                    JOE DIPIETRO   (860) 983-5021 
 

RIDE4JUSTIN@AOL.COM 

WWW.RIDE4JUSTIN.COM 

MAY 7TH  

2017 ONLINE 

REGISTRATION & 

PAYMENT NOW 

AVAILABLE! 

NON-RIDERS WELCOME! 
ROAST BEEF DINNER 

AVAILABLE 
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