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Stage 1       X   

Stage 2            

This assessment is being conducted in conformance to the Department’s Environmental Classification Document to determine CEPA obligations.
Project Description: 

DECD proposes to support the City of Bristol with their mixed-use redevelopment plan of a 17-acre site that currently houses the Mall at the Bristol Center on North Main Street. The City proposes to facilitate the development of a more vibrant downtown, and to attract new private investment. This multiple phase project is anticipating creating a multi-purpose Field House, a new Boys and Girls Club, and a performing arts center. The project activities include acquisition, demolition, and construction of mixed-use facilities.
Note: environmental remediation is a positive environmental impact, but not a CEPA activity.

RCSA sec. 22a-1a-3 Determination of environmental significance (direct/indirect)

1) Impact on air and water quality or on ambient noise levels

a) Air - No negative impacts are anticipated.
b) Water Quality – No negative impacts are anticipated.
c) Noise - No negative impacts are anticipated, as this is an urban/industrial area.
2) Impact on a public water supply system or serious effects on groundwater, flooding, erosion, or sedimentation  

Water Supply - The project area is within the existing service area for the City of Bristol’s Water Department.  The City of Bristol Water Department’s Water Supply Plan, approved by the Department of Public Health in March 2000 with the concurrence of the DEP, projects that the commercial/industrial demand will grow from 0.75 million gallons per day (MGD) in 1998 to 0.90 MGD in 2004 and 1.19 MGD in 2010.The 1998 margin of safety was 1.10, below the DPH recommendation of 1.15. Planned short-term improvements to augment supply include dredging one reservoir, dam intake alterations at another, and interconnection with the City of New Britain system. Construction of a new surface water reservoir at Cooks Dam would meet the long–term needs. The Bristol water pollution control facility has a design capacity of 10.75 MGD. In 2000, flows averaged 9.57 MGD.

Appropriate controls, designed to remove sediment and oil or grease typically found in runoff from parking areas, should be included if any stormwater collection system at the site is to be altered or upgraded. If a stormwater system must be installed, potential controls include gross particle separators, deep sump catch basins with oil/grease traps, and/or retention/detention basins. The DEP recommends the use of advanced design gross particle separator like Vortechnic, Downstream Defender, and Stormceptor. Stormwater management for parking garages typically should involve two separate collection systems designed to treat the runoff from different types of parking areas. Exposed parking areas tend to produce high runoff with low concentrations of pollutants, while enclosed parking area produce low runoff with high levels of pollutants.

Groundwater - Groundwater at the project site is Class GB, denoting a historically highly urbanized area, or an area of intense industrial activity where public water supply is available. Groundwater may not be suitable for human consumption without treatment, due to waste discharges, spills or leaks of chemicals or land use impacts. It is recommended that a site assessment be conducted to determine the likelihood of a release of hazardous waste at the property. 

d) Flooding - The project is not within the 100-year flood zone on the community’s Flood Insurance Rate map. The 100-year flow of the Pequabuck River is contained within a culvert, which underlies Riverside Avenue. The project may require stormwater management certification pursuant to section 25-68d of the CGS, since State funds are involved. Significant changes to the existing stormwater collection system would trigger this requirement.

3) Effect on natural land resources and formations, including coastal and inland wetlands, and the maintenance of in-stream flows – The entire project is located in a highly urbanized area. There doesn’t appear to be any reason to suspect that there will be any effect on natural land resources etc.

4) Disruption or alteration of an historic, archeological, cultural or recreational building, object, district, site or surroundings - The State Historic Preservation Office notes that the project would not be inimical to the planning of that agency.

5) Effect on natural communities and upon critical species of animal or plant and their habitats: interference with the movement of any resident or migratory fish or wildlife species – The Natural Diversity Database, maintained by the DEP, contains no record of extant populations of Federally listed endangered or threatened species or species listed by the State, pursuant to section 26-306 of CGS, as endangered, threatened, or special concern in the project area.

6) Use of pesticides, toxic or hazardous materials or any other substance in such quantities as to create extensive detrimental environmental impact – if environmental hazards are found, they will be remediated, which will therefore be a positive impact.

7) Substantial aesthetic or visual effects - The demolition and redevelopment of this site will visually and aesthetically enhance the area.

8) Inconsistency with the written and/or mapped policies of the statewide Plan of Conservation and Development and such other plans and policies developed or coordinated by the Office of Policy and Management or other agency  - The project site is classified as a Regional Center on the Locational Guide Map of the Plan of C&D. The proposed action is consistent with this land use category.

9) Disruption or division of an established community or inconsistency with adopted municipal or regional plans - N/A

10) Displacement or addition of substantial numbers of people - There is a small, undetermined, number of businesses that will be displaced.  Majority of these businesses are commercial businesses. There might be acquisition involved in this project.

11) Substantial increase in congestion (traffic, recreational, other) - Not known at this time, since this traffic study data is not available. However, it is recommended that a traffic study be conducted based on the projected use of the site. Also, since the development exceeds 100,000 gross square feet and/or 200 parking spaces and abuts a state highway, a Certificate of Operation from the State Traffic Commission will be required.
12) A substantial increase in the type or rate of energy use as a direct or indirect result of the action – Not anticipated.
13) The creation of a hazard to human health or safety - A site in an historical urbanized area may have existing or potential environmental problems that may not have been detected or resulted in regulatory action by the DEP. In order to confirm that the property has not been the site of improper disposal of waste or does not contain some other environmental liability, it is suggested that an environmental consultant be retained to conduct a site investigation. Prior to the demolition of any commercial, industrial or public buildings, or buildings containing five or more residential units, they must be inspected for asbestos-containing materials, and any such materials must be removed. The National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants – Subpart M requires that the Federal EPA be notified 10 working days prior to demolition. During any building renovation, areas to be disturbed must be inspected for the presence of asbestos-containing materials. Any abatement project or the removal and disposal of such materials must conform to Federal and State regulations. The disposal of demolition waste must be handled in accordance with applicable solid waste statutes and regulations. Residue generated by the removal of lead paint is considered to be hazardous waste if it meets the characteristics contained at 40 CFR 261.The site should be inspected for any electrical equipment such as transformers or capacitors, which may contain PCB’s. The site will be remediated in accordance with applicable criteria outlined in the RSR, and therefore will eliminate public health issues.

14) Any other substantial impact on natural, cultural, recreational or scenic resources - N/A

There are no perceived cumulative impacts associated with this project.

Conclusion:

· Department of Economic & Community Development must certify that the project is in compliance with section 25-68h-2(d)(1) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

· A site assessment should be conducted to determine the likelihood of a release of hazardous waste at the property.

· A Certificate of Operation will be required from the State Traffic Commission.

· Businesses relocation is anticipated.

· A traffic study will need to be performed.

Recommendations:

The issues/concerns raised by the State agencies are related to compliance with flood and storm water management and the release of hazardous waste during demolition.  DECD notes that the anticipated acquisition and relocation of businesses is a major impact of this project. It is recommended that a traffic study be performed, given the nature of the projected use. Based on all these issues, including the amount of State investment, it is recommended that an EIE be prepared for the project.
