From: David Yih <yyih@wesleyan.edu>

Sent: Saturday, April 14, 2018 7:32 PM

To: Wagener, Kari '
Cc: Hearn, Peter; sigrun.n.gadwa@gmail.com; whmoorhead@optonline.net
Subject: Proposed Tilcan quarry expansion

CBS testimony to CEQ RE Tilcon Lenard Report 2018-04-13_WM _DY.pdf;
Traprock_ridge_rare _plantsDraft#6_4-5-17-2011_SG_WHM_DY_2017
Traprock_tidge_rare_plantsDraft.pdf; Bullets_TilconExpansion_REMAforBLT.pdf;
20185pringCBSnewsletterR3HiRes.pdf; Species List Ragged Mtn 5-18-13 Brierely land

Sheetl pdf

Attachments:

Dear Mr, Wagener,

Attached, please find my letter on behalf of the Connecticut Botanical Society's Ecology and Consetvation Committee,
regarding the proposed Tilcon quarry expansion, with accompanying attachments. .

Thank you for your consideration of our views and data,

David Yih
President, Connecticut Botanical Society




Connecticut Botanical Society

P.O, Box 9004, New Haven, CT 06532
~ Established 1903 ~

Karl Wagener

Executive Director,

Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106

RE: Lenard Environmental Study On a Change in Use of New Britain Water Company Land

The Connecticut Botanical Society (CBS) is appreciative that a study has been conducted, and
that the proposed quarry footprint has been reduced somewhat, to 72 acres, no longer including
much of the higher elevation, western portion of the site, that consists largely of three different
subacidic (traprock) critical habitats. However, the limit of the quarry should certainly be east of
the exiremely rare mountain fir moss (Huperzia appressa) stations, and east of the most
productive of the three Jefferson salamander pools.

The narrative in Chapter 7 of the Lenard report has insufficient detail and impact anatysis. Plant
species lists for wetlands and vernal pool envelopes appear to be incomplete, in contrast to the
thorough species list provided for the westein upland habitats, Especially for the mountain fir
moss and the wetland and vernal pool habitats, the Davison Environmental chapter lacks a
thoughtful assessment of potential environmental impacts to the biological resouwrces and a
discussion of possible mitigation measutes. ‘

The brevity of the discussion of the discovery of an apparently robust population of mountain fir
moss fails to adequatcly emphasize the high scientific and biodiversity significance of this
occuirence. Prior to this report of it on Bradley Mountain, it was known in Connecticut from a
single station somewhere near New Haven, where it was last documented in 1879, (The exact
location of that historic station is unknown). This Bradley Mountain occutrence is now the only
known extant occurrence of this northorn-affinity species in Connecticut. 1t is of high
biodiversity significance, and its occurrence is the single most obvious biological evidence of
Bradley Mountain’s uniqueness. With only one historic occurrence and only one known extant
occurrence, mountain fir moss is rarer than all but a handful of the 331 state-listed rare planis in
Connecticut, Ttis not only rare in Connecticut but also regionally rare, tracked as a rare plant in
all New England states in which it occurs. The Davison Environmental report gave only a few
sentences to the amazing discovery of this species, and included no discussion of the potential
significance of the destruction of these two stations. This plant is an SC historic "presumed
cxtirpated” species. CBS will request that CTDEEP invoke the emergency reclassification
provision of the Connecticut Endangered Species Act to reclassify this species as Endangered.
Several decades ago a mountain sedge, Carex wildenowii, classified as “SC historic” was
rediscovered on West Rock, and it was reclassified as Endangered. CBS recommends that a
provision be made for the preservation of this occurrence of the extremely rare species, mountain




CT Botanical Sociefy Comments to CEQ on Lenard Environmental Report, 4-13-2018

CBS recommends that it be clatified whether or to what extent these two critical habitat forest
types occur on property and whether they were given detailed scrutiny for rare plants and

invertebrates.

Chapter 7 inadequately characterized valuable, high-functioning wetland resources on the site
and down-gradient, such as the fributary that feeds into the Shttle Meadow Reservoir, which is
fed by the two tributaries within the proposed quarry footprint. Are they really intermittent
streams ot examples of the very small spring-fed streams so often found at the base of trap
slopes? We would recommend collection of additional mapping and ecological data during the
remainder of 2018, and a more thorough inventory of the biota in the headwaters wetlands and
seepage areas, both plants and aquatic macro-invertebrates (also sometimes rare). This would
help address the Jacunae in Chapter 7 of the Lenard Report,

Finally, like most of the environmental organizations in our state, we are deeply concerned
about the precedent of building a new reservoir on a water company open space property, when
the primary goal appears fo be tax revenuc from the quarry operation. Other more suitable, less
ecologically valuable locations for trap rock mining and for a new reservoir could be found,
especially as the Lenard report does not make a strong case that the reservoir is very

tmch needed.

Respectfully Submitted,
+ . '
David Yih, Ph.D. Sigrun N. Gadwa, MS,PWS
CBS President Chair, Conservation & Ecology Committee

CBS Traprock Subcommittec Members: William Moorhead Juan Sanchez, Lauren Brown,
Sonya Wulff, Roberta Mack

Attachments:

1) CBS List of Rare and Uncommon Vascular Plant Species of Traprock Habitats.

2) Summary of Lenard report's deficiencies (prepared on behalf of the Berlin Land Trust by
Sigrun Gadwa and George Logan of REMA Ecological Services LLC, including maps showing
locations of threatened resources).

3) A recent CBS-compiled species list from Ragged Mountain.

4) Current issue of the Connecticut Botanical Suciety Newsletter
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