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Mosquitoes are key vectors for many important human and animal pathogens. Laboratory studies 

of virus transmission by mosquitoes often fail to consider crucial aspects of mosquito feeding 

behavior in the wild. In the lab, mosquitoes are typically only fed once and fed to repletion 

whereas in the field, multiple blood feedings and partial blood meals are common. I will discuss 

this feeding behavior and the impact these partial and multiple blood meals have on mosquito 

physiology and the transmission of viruses as well as how this may impact transmission in field 

settings. 
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