
Unbroken bands of alternating
brown and orange on abdomen

Three broken bands of yellow
on a black abdomen

Large, bright orange or yellow head

Dull brown head, small yellow patch on face

Dark brown or black thorax

Dull brown to orange thorax

GIANT HORNET vs. CICADA KILLER

Image Credits:  Hanna Royals, Museum Collections: Hymenoptera, USDA APHIS PPQ, Bugwood.org

Giant hornets were intercepted on the U.S. west coast in Washington State in late 

2019 and are not found in Connecticut.  Cicada killers are a common large native 

solitary digging wasp that is active July through August in Connecticut.

Vespa mandarinia Sphecius speciosus
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