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Procedure for Enrolling in Medicare Part A and/or B 
for Those Requiring Financial Help to pay Medicare Part A and/or B Premiums 

 
Individuals can get onto Medicare B outside of the general enrollment period (January 1 – March 31) if 

they are eligible for Qualified Medicare Benefits (QMB) under the Medicare Savings Program.   
 

The start date would not be July 1, but based on eligibility for QMB 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Person has Medicare Part B 
only 

Person has Medicare Part A 
only 

Person does not qualify for   
Social Security 

or  
premium-free Medicare Part A 

and does not have Part B 
 

Apply for MSP 

Write on top of application: 
Request Medicare Part A 

and/or B Buy In 

MSP is granted 

DSS sends notice to Social 
Security that they will pay the 

Medicare premiums also called 
“the buy in”.  Beneficiary is 

enrolled into Medicare Part A 
on the date QMB is granted 

The Medicare Part A & B 
premiums are paid for  

Person contacts SSA to “conditionally” enroll 
into Medicare Part A and enrolls into 

Medicare Part B (give a copy of the Buy-in 
letter to Social Security-available from 

CHOICES) 

Social Security gives a screen shot or proof of 
Medicare enrollment to the beneficiary. 

Apply for MSP and send proof of the 
Medicare enrollment with the MSP  
application.  The name on the MSP 

application should match the name on the 
Social Security card. 

DSS approves QMB with a start date of the first 
of the following month of application. 

DSS sends notice to Social Security they will buy 
Medicare Part A.  Social Security receives the 
buy-in information around the 25th of each 

month.  Beneficiary is placed on Medicare Part A 
benefits on the date the state approves QMB. 

Medicare Part B premiums are also paid by DSS. 

 

 

 Apply for MSP 

Write on top of application:  
Request Medicare Part A 

and/or B Buy In 


