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Sarah Colbert, Esq. 
Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary 
Sturm, Ruger & Co. Inc. 
1 Lacey Place 
Southport, Connecticut 06890 
scolbert@ruger.com 
 

Re:         Ruger RXM 

 
Dear Ms. Colbert: 
 

Under recently enacted Connecticut law, members of the firearms industry, including Ruger, 
must enact reasonable controls to prevent the sale or distribution of legal firearms that can easily be 
converted to illegal firearms. See Connecticut’s Firearms Industry Responsibility Act, Pub. Act No. 
25-43 (FIRA). Violations of FIRA are subject to a civil cause of action by the Attorney General and 
could result in a court ordering injunctive relief, punitive damages and attorneys’ fees.  
 

Additionally, my office may bring an enforcement action under Connecticut’s Unfair Trade 
Practices Act if we find evidence that you have been unfairly marketing and advertising your 
firearms. See Conn. Gen. Stat. § 42-110b (CUTPA). Under CUTPA, the court may impose a penalty 
for up to $5,000 per willful violation. 
 
 As you are aware, recent reports indicate that a similarly situated manufacturer, Glock, Inc., 
will be announcing the discontinuance of previous pistol models and updated modifications to new 
pistol models, which purport to make it more difficult to attach machine gun conversion devices 
(MCDs).1 A second company, Shadow Systems, is reportedly also following Glock’s lead by making 

 
1 Letter from Everytown for Gun Safety to Sturm & Ruger dated November 3, 2025, with a copy to Attorney 
General Tong (11/3/25 Letter). See also, e.g., Jérôme Brahy, New Glock V Series to replace most of Glock’s current 
pistols, Army Recognition Group (Oct. 24, 2025); Jake Fogleman, Glock to Redesign Pistols as Lawsuits and Legislation 
Pile Up, The Reload (Oct. 22, 2025); Greg LickenBrock, Facing Pressure, Glock is Set to Phase Out Current Pistols For 
New “V Series”, The Smoking Gun (Oct. 28, 2025); Luke McCoy, Confirmed: Glock V Series Is Real – And We’re 
Getting Our Hands on the G19 V and G45 V, USA Carry (Oct. 21, 2025).  
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design changes in hopes of preventing their pistol products from being machinegun convertible.2 
MCDs allow semi-automatic pistols to be easily converted into illegal fully automatic machine guns 
with just one small, easy to make, cheap modification. MCDs allow pistols to fire up to 1,200 rounds 
per minute—a rate as fast as or faster than many fully automatic firearms and machine guns used by 
the United States military.  
 
 Right here in Connecticut, a home state that I share with Ruger, MCDs helped attackers 
conduct an ambush, murdering two on a house front porch a mere two miles from my Office in 
Hartford.3 In 2023 (the latest full year for which complete data is available), the federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) traced 31 MCDs in Connecticut in connection 
to law enforcement investigations4 and the Hartford Police Department reported recovering 53 
MCDs.5 Even more, senior law enforcement officials in Connecticut have expressed concern at the 
rising recovery rates. Pistols transformed by these MCDs have shown up across Connecticut in 
public parks, residential neighborhoods, city streets, and a hospital.6  
  

MCDs in Connecticut have contributed to an increase in these unfolding horror stories, 
exemplifying the extraordinary danger of automatic weapons on our streets, demonstrating why they 
are so strictly prohibited. Worse, these are not isolated events or coincidences: machine gun pistols 
and MCDs to make them have been proliferating with increasing frequency. As Everytown for Gun 
Safety, a nonprofit that focuses on gun violence prevention, pointed out in their November 3, 2025, 
letter to you, a simple internet search demonstrates there has been an increase in publicly reported 
criminal incidents in Connecticut involving pistols fitted with MCDs, including, but not limited to 
the following examples that Everytown highlighted, 

 
2 11/3/25 Letter; see also Glocks BANNED - Shadow Systems Responds!, at 0:44 (YouTube, Oct. 14, 2025), (where a 
Shadow Systems representative shares they are making design changes in response to the recent California AB1127 bill 
banning semiautomatic machinegun-convertible pistols); Video, Instagram, Some Good Info For Y’all #GlockBan(Oct. 
24, 2025) (where a California gun retailer confirms that in response to the ban, “Shadow Systems has come out and said 
they are going to modify their trigger so that they can get it on roster”). Throughout this letter, certain social media 
usernames have been redacted for individual users’ privacy. 
3 3 Dead, 1 Injured, 1 Arrested in 2 Separate Shootings in Hartford, NBC Connecticut, Aug. 6, 2023, 
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/3-dead-1-injured-in-2-separate-shootings-in-hartford/3080851/. 
4 https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/firearms-trace-data-connecticut-2023. 
5 https://www.courant.com/2023/09/25/ct-police-tiny-devices-that-turn-handguns-into-machine-guns-a-whole-new-
challenge/. 
6 See 11/3/25 Letter. 
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• A 20-year-old mother and her four-month-old son were shot and killed by a man with a 
pistol equipped with an MCD. Another person was also shot and injured.7  

• A man was injured and gunfire struck nearby apartment buildings in a shooting committed 
with two pistols, one modified to fire as a machine gun.8  

• A man was shot in the back while sitting in his kitchen, collateral damage from a gang 
shooting using an MCD equipped handgun.9  

• In a raid, police recovered 6,363 bags of fentanyl, 1 kilogram of cocaine, 119 grams of crack 
cocaine, and sixteen handguns, including three modified with MCDs to fire automatically.10 
 
In light of these grievous public safety issues, I was disturbed to read that you tout the ease 

with which your pistol, the RXM, can be modified to accept virtually all Glock accessories, saying 
“Most major components are designed for [Glock] Gen 3 compatibility with off-the-shelf parts, 
holsters, and accessories for nearly unlimited customization.” In fact, the increase in crimes as 
described above and the public outcry about pistols that are easily converted occurred before Ruger 
even put the RXM on the market in late 2024.  

 
Indeed, following the Glock news, it was readily apparent to consumers, that if they desired 

“unlimited customization,” including the ability to attach MCDs, they would have to purchase an 
alternative like the Ruger RXMs instead. As you know, and as is visibly apparent from the design 
specifications shown in Everytown’s letter, the RXM was designed to compete with Glock’s Gen 3 
G19.11 

 
If the RXM can be easily converted to a machine gun by the attachment of an MCD, and 

videos my Office has seen indicate that it can, Ruger’s pursuit of profits over safety may be in 
violation of FIRA and CUTPA, by failing to enact reasonable controls to prevent the sale of legal 
firearms that can be easily converted to illegal firearms.  

 
7 See Sean Humphrey, Man Extradited Back to Connecticut after fatal shooting of mom, infant in Hartford, Fox61 (Dec. 
28, 2024); see also Christine Dempsey, Video played key role in arrest of Hartford fugitive wanted for killing woman and 
baby, officials say, Greenwich Times (Nov. 25, 2024). 
8 Liz Hardaway, Cellphone data, guns linked suspects to New Haven shooting on Hazel Street, warrantsays, The 
Trumbull Times (Apr. 3, 2024).  
 
9 Press Release, Dep’t of Just., Georgia Man Who Supplied Bridgeport Gang Members with Firearms Sentenced to More 
Than 7 Years in Prison (Mar. 22, 2023). 
10 Christine Dempsey, 16 guns seized in raids most Hartford has confiscated in years, police say, CT Insider (Mar. 31, 
2023). 
11 11/3/25 Letter;. YouTube Short, “The first rxm fully auto,” https://www.youtube.com/shorts/jk8PQ22gzgQ. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/jk8PQ22gzgQ.
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As you are aware, several states and municipalities filed lawsuits against Glock over the 
design and marketing of its pistols. These lawsuits have withstood Glock’s motions to dismiss.12 
Despite the current lawsuits against Glock, you continue to market and sell the RXM, increasing 
your production and sales overall, distributing an enormous quantity of handguns designed for 
unlimited customization, and incentivizing their conversion to concealed machine guns.  
 
 I have grave concerns with Ruger’s design and marketing practices, and I will not hesitate to 
enforce our laws when they are violated. I request, therefore, a statement from Ruger as to what it 
intends do with the RXM. I hereby further request that Ruger preserve for future production all 
documents in your custody and control from January 1, 2020, to the present, related to: 

1. The conversion of Ruger semiautomatic handguns into automatic weapons through the use 
of machine gun conversion devices, “switches,” or similar modifications, including but not 
limited to documents related to the prevalence, use in crime or violence, or public safety 
impact of such converted semiautomatic handguns of any manufacturer, including but not 
limited to Glock and Ruger; 

2. The design and development of Ruger’s pistols with respect to their semiautomatic function, 
including but not limited to documents relating to the ease with which they could be made 
to function automatically, whether Ruger took or considered action to reduce that 
functionality through design changes or alternatives; 

3. Your knowledge about all state and federal laws relating to the firearms industry, including 
MCDs or switches and converted Glock and Ruger machine guns, your legal responsibility 
as a manufacturer of guns that can be converted using MCDs, and whether or not you 
complied with such laws and upheld such responsibility; 

4. Financial information relating to Ruger pistols, including profit, manufacturing costs, and 
distribution costs, as well as the costs of developing and/or implementing any alternative 
design choices that were available or considered;  

5. Any communications, including documents and drafts of documents related to marketing or 
advertising related to Ruger pistols, including any reference to representations about their 
supposed safety, lethality, modularity, compatibility with off-the-shelf components or 
accessories, semiautomatic function or the speed at which they fire; 

6. Any correspondence with ATF or other law enforcement, concerning the RXM, including 
but not limited to testing reports regarding the RXM; 

 
12 See e.g. https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Communications/2024/12/12_Glock.asp, announcing Minnesota’s 
lawsuit; https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Communications/2025/08/21_Glock.asp, announcing denial of Glock’s 
motion to dismiss Minnesota’s lawsuit. 

 

https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Communications/2024/12/12_Glock.asp
https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/Communications/2025/08/21_Glock.asp
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7. Communications about and with the firearm accessory manufacturer Magpul related to the 
design, marketing and advertising of the RXM; 

8. Your knowledge of the ability of pistols to be converted to automatic firearms with the 
addition of MCDs or switches, of the increasing prevalence of such conversion and of 
Glock’s pistol designs, marketing, sales and financial information, including but not limited 
to their ability to be converted to machine guns via MCDs or switches; 

9. Your knowledge of and response to reports in October 2025 that Glock intends to change its    
pistol designs. 

 

Very truly yours, 
 

 
 

 
WILLIAM TONG 

 
  
  
 


