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RETURN DATE: JUNE 28, 2022 
 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT EX REL,  : SUPERIOR COURT  
JEREMIAH F. DUNN,   :  
CHIEF STATE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER : JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
  : OF HARTFORD 
            v.  : AT HARTFORD 
  :          
28 DOGS AND DEAN MOORE1  : JUNE 1, 2022 
  

VERIFIED PETITION 
 
COUNT I: CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a  
AS TO CUSTODY OF ANIMALS OWNED BY DEAN MOORE 
 

1. The plaintiff is the State of Connecticut ex rel, Jeremiah Dunn, Chief State of 

Connecticut Animal Control Officer, who, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-328(b), 

may exercise the powers granted to any State Animal Control Officer. 

2. Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a, any animal control officer may lawfully take 

physical custody of any animal upon issuance of a warrant finding probable cause 

that such animal is neglected or found cruelly treated, in violation of Conn. Gen. 

Stat. § 53-247, and may seek to obtain temporary and permanent care and custody of 

any animal who is neglected or who is cruelly treated in violation of Conn. Gen. Stat. 

§ 53-247.   

3. Pursuant to a search and seizure warrant signed on May 2, 2022 and executed on 

May 2, 2022, the State of Connecticut, Department of Agriculture (“the 

Department”), through its State Animal Control Officers, has taken physical custody 

of 28 German Shepherd breed dogs, including 10 adult dogs and 18 puppies, 

pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a(b).  Seven (7) adult dogs were seized on May 
 

1 Dean Moore is listed as a defendant in the caption of this in rem action solely for purpose 
of enabling him to file an appearance.   
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2, 2022 from the property owned by Dean Moore at 20 Nedobity Road in Higganum, 

Connecticut (“the Site”).  In addition, three (3) adult dogs and thirteen (13) puppies 

were previously removed from the Site under exigent circumstances, as detailed in 

the warrant.  Then on May 28, 2022, another five (5) puppies were born to one of the 

adult dogs who had been seized.  All 28 dogs were the subject of the search warrant 

authorizing their seizure.  See May 2, 2022 Search and Seizure Warrant, attached as 

Exhibit 1.     

4. The plaintiff currently has physical custody of all the dogs referenced in the 

preceding paragraphs and now seeks to obtain temporary custody and permanent 

custody and ownership of all the dogs pursuant to the procedures outlined in Conn. 

Gen. Stat. § 22-329a and to recoup expenses incurred by the Department in caring 

for the animals, as provided by the statute.    

5. Upon information and belief, Dean Moore owns all the dogs which are the subject of 

this petition.   

6. Dean Moore’s last known address is 20 Nedobity Road in Higganum, Connecticut. 

Factual Basis for Seizure 

7. A detailed accounting of the factual basis for the seizure is contained in the May 2, 

2022 Search and Seizure Warrant, attached as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by 

reference.     

8. To summarize, Dean Moore failed to make adequate provision for the care of his 

many dogs during his planned six and a half week (April 18 to June 1) vacation to 

the Philippines with his family.  While he arranged for temporary caretakers, they 

were not adequately instructed and provisioned by Moore, and Moore left the dogs in 
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conditions that were unsafe, unsanitary, and provided inadequate shelter from the 

elements.   

9. Only weeks before Moore departed on April 18, 2022, two of his female dogs had 

given birth to a total of nineteen (19) puppies.  All the dogs, including the mother 

dogs and puppies, were being kept outside in cold temperatures, and the puppies 

were unprotected from attacks by Moore’s adult German Shepherd dogs.  The 

overnight lows during the period of April 18-25 ranged from 30 to 42 degrees 

Fahrenheit, which was dangerously cold for the puppies, who were only a few weeks 

old. 

10. As a result of exposure to the elements and/or lack of adequate supervision, six (6) 

puppies had died within days of Moore’s departure.  The other thirteen (13) puppies 

were removed on an emergency basis for their protection to a foster home at 50 

River Road in Clinton.  A vet found the puppies to have contagious parasites, 

including Giardia and Coccidia, which was likely contracted from exposure to 

contaminated feces in the unclean environment in which they were being kept.  

Giardia is an intestinal parasite that can produce weight loss and chronic diarrhea, 

and Coccidia is an intestinal parasitic infection that can cause hemorrhaging, 

inflammation, diarrhea, straining to urinate or defecate, and dehydration. 

11. Fencing at the Site was in disrepair, which is especially dangerous because the 

property is near a highway.  One adult dog escaped soon after Moore’s departure and 

has not been located.  The other three adult dogs being kept in the enclosure with the 

defective fencing were immediately removed for their protection and taken to the 

Clinton Pound.  
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12. Moore left nowhere near enough food (only about two weeks’ worth) for the dogs to 

sustain them during his six week intended absence, and Moore provided no 

instructions to the temporary caretakers regarding whether and what medications 

should be administered to the dogs.   

13. When contacted by the temporary caretakers regarding the dead puppies, Moore 

seemed concerned only with the loss of money and instructed that they be buried.  

When the temporary caretakers requested permission to take an injured puppy to the 

vet, Moore declined, telling them to “let nature take its course.”  When the caretakers 

took the injured puppy to the vet anyway, Moore instructed that the puppy be 

euthanized.  

14. Accordingly, within days of starting to look after the dogs, the temporary caretakers 

reached out to animal control regarding the deeply problematic conditions and risks 

thereby posed to the animals, including the deaths of several puppies.  The caretakers 

indicated their desire and intent to resign.   

15. Repeated efforts by the Department to get Moore to address the issues and to make 

adequate provision for the care of the dogs were unsuccessful. 

16. On May 2, 2022, the Department executed the warrant and seized the seven (7) dogs 

still present at the Site, based on the conditions in which they were being kept and 

the danger of leaving them there without adequate care, supervision, shelter, food 

and medical care.  The State now seeks temporary custody and, after a hearing, 

permanent ownership of the animals on account of Moore’s neglect and cruelty.   
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17. One of the adult female dogs, Athena, that was seized was pregnant and gave birth 

on May 28, 2022 to five puppies.  The State seeks temporary custody and permanent 

custody and ownership of those five newly-born puppies as well.   

May 23, 2022 Arrest 

18. On May 23, 2022, Dean Moore was arrested on 20 counts of animal cruelty in 

violation of Conn. Gen. Stat. 53-247a, pursuant to a warrant signed by the court on 

May 19, 2022, attached as Exhibit 2 and incorporated herein by reference.  Nineteen 

counts of animal cruelty were for having left the nineteen puppies outdoors in below-

freezing weather, and one count was for failing to give medical care to an adult dog 

named Olive.  

19.  The court set bond at $20,000 and imposed the additional conditions that Moore 

have “no contact with the relocated animals and/or their foster caregivers” and “no 

possession of any animals.”  Id.   

20. As detailed in the application for the arrest warrant, id. at ¶ 12, one of the adult 

female dogs who was seized, Olive, appeared to be underweight and unwell.  Upon 

investigation, the Department learned that Olive was diagnosed with Lyme disease 

on February 22, 2022, at which time she had a fever and was prescribed a twenty-

eight (28) day supply of 300 milligram tablets of doxycycline.  Moore reported to the 

veterinarian on March 19 that the medication was finished.  However, one of the 

temporary caretakers in April noted a doxycycline pill bottle prescribed to Olive that 

was still full, suggesting that the medication was never given to her.  Upon 

examination after seizure by a veterinarian, Olive was found to still have a fever and 

to still have Lyme disease, for which she is now being treated.   
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21. In addition, several of the adult dogs have not been vaccinated for rabies as required 

by law. 

22. The dogs are not licensed with the Town of Haddam as is required. 

23. Moore has previously been issued infractions by the town for failure to license the 

dogs and for failure to vaccinate them for rabies.  He responded aggressively toward 

the town animal control officer issuing the infractions, and also failed to correct the 

above-noted problems for which he was being cited. 

Conclusion 

24. Based on the above facts, Dean Moore failed to make adequate provision for the care 

of his many dogs during his planned, prolonged absence, thereby exacerbating the 

unsafe and unsanitary conditions in which they were already kept.  Specifically, he 

failed to provide the dogs with necessary sustenance, failed to provide the dogs with 

proper care, including both routine daily care and proper medical care, failed to 

provide the dogs with safe, clean, and proper shelter and protection from the 

weather, and/or failed to restrain the dogs from doing injury to themselves or to each 

other.  As a result of this neglect, numerous dogs died, suffered illness, were injured, 

escaped, or were otherwise endangered. 

25. Based on the above facts, Dean Moore has neglected and/or cruelly treated the dogs, 

in violation of Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53-247. 

26. Based on the above facts, there was reasonable cause to find that the condition and 

circumstances surrounding the care of the dogs required the Department to 

immediately take lawful charge of the dogs pursuant to a warrant in order to 

safeguard their welfare.    



7 

27. Based on the above facts, both temporary custody and permanent ownership of the 

dogs should be granted to the Department of Agriculture. 

 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 22-329a, 22-4c(3), 22-328, 22-329, 22-330, 

and the Court’s equity jurisdiction, the plaintiff requests: 

1. That the Court issue, based on the information in this Verified Petition and the 

attachments thereto, an order pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a(d)(2) vesting in 

the Connecticut Department of Agriculture the temporary care and custody of the 

dogs that are the subject of the petition, pending a hearing on the petition.   

2. That, upon entering the order of temporary care referenced in paragraph one, the 

Court also immediately issue an order requiring the owner of the dogs to either 

relinquish ownership of the dogs to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture or to 

post by a date certain a surety or cash bond with the Connecticut Department of 

Agriculture in the amount of five hundred dollars ($500) per dog for the 

Department’s reasonable expenses in caring and providing for such dogs while 

Moore contests custody, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a(f).  Given that there 

are 28 dogs, the total statutory bond at $500 per dog is $14,000. 

3. Should Dean Moore, the owner of the dogs, post the required bond and desire to 

contest custody, the plaintiff requests that the Court issue to Dean Moore an order to 

show cause for a hearing regarding why the relief sought in the Verified Petition, 

including permanent ownership of the dogs at issue, should not be granted.  Pursuant 

to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a(d), a hearing shall be held not later than fourteen (14) 
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days after issuance of the order vesting temporary care and custody in the 

Department of Agriculture.  

4. That the Court, after hearing, issue an order pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a 

finding that the dogs at issue were neglected and/or were cruelly treated, in violation 

of Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53-247. 

5. That the Court, after hearing, vest permanent custody and ownership of the dogs at 

issue with the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 

22-329a(g).  

6. That, pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 22-329a(h), if the Court finds, after hearing, that 

the dogs at issue were neglected and/or cruelly treated, the Court order the owner to 

pay the Connecticut Department of Agriculture the expenses incurred in providing 

proper food, shelter and care to each dog, calculated at the rate of fifteen (15) dollars 

per dog per day, until the date that ownership of these dogs is vested in the State, and 

also that the Court order the owner to pay all veterinary costs and expenses incurred 

for the welfare of these dogs that are not covered by the per diem rate.  

7. That the Court order such other and additional relief as is just and equitable. 

8. This action is brought by the State of Connecticut, which is not liable for any costs in 

this action. 
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Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 1st day of June, 2022.  

PLAINTIFF 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
JEREMIAH F. DUNN 
EX REL, CHIEF STATE ANIMAL 
CONTROL OFFICER  
 
WILLIAM TONG 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
 

BY: ___/s/ Jill Lacedonia______________ 
Jill Lacedonia (#433221) 
Assistant Attorney General 
165 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT  06106 
Tel. (860) 808-5250 
Jill.Lacedonia@ct.gov 

 
 
Please enter the appearance of 
WILLIAM TONG, 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
By AAG Jill Lacedonia 
 
___/s/ Jill Lacedonia__________________   
Jill Lacedonia (#433221) 
Assistant Attorney General     
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