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Success Story – The Strong Willed This is an incredible story about Amanda Puglise, age 37.
She happily has no pets as she enjoys cooking and baking. When she isn’t in the kitchen, you can find her listening to music or enjoying her favorite TV shows. 
She is dedicated to her friends and family, making sure she is there for them and spends quality time with them. She has a sister, and the two are very close.
Amanda needed a kidney transplant 11 years ago. She fortunately did not have to go on dialysis because her sister immediately got tested and was a match. Her sister proudly donated her kidney to Amanda. Amanda mentioned how thankful she is to her sister.
The most amazing part about Amanda is her strength and will to be independent.
Currently, Amanda is helping her mother who is going through stage 4 breast and brain cancer. She keeps her mother’s spirits up by being there for her. Recently, Amanda set up a birthday party for her mom, which went really well. Amanda said,  “Mom loved it, I am glad I planned that party.”
Amanda is successfully employed at Marshalls in New London for now 5 years as a fitting room attendant. She mentioned her favorite part is working with the customers and getting them to fill out the Marshalls surveys.
Amanda faces challenges while at work, such as dealing with rude customers. Amanda has the capability to just roll with the punches and let the negativity slide off her shoulder.
Another challenge she faces is arranging transportation. She has learned to inform her coaches and support team of her schedule so they can help with transporting her to and from work.
Though she faces these challenges, Amanda still finds her job very rewarding, and her hard work is seen. She consistently gets compliments on her work ethic from her supervisors.

Amanda Puglise
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