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23 CFR 450.310 Metropolitan 
planning organization designation 
and redesignation

What is a Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO)?

• Federally mandated, federally funded 
transportation policy-making organization 

• Created to ensure regional cooperation in 
transportation planning

• Designated for each urbanized area with a 
population of more than 50k individuals

• Made up of representatives from local 
government, public agencies that administer 
or operate major modes of transportation 
(including public transportation), and 
appropriate state officials 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.310


23 CFR 450.310 Metropolitan planning 
organization designation and redesignation

Designated by agreement 
between the Governor and units 
of general purpose local 
government that together 
represent at least 75% of the 
affected population (including 
the largest incorporated city, 
based on population, as named 
by the Bureau of the Census) or 
in accordance with procedures 
established by applicable State 
or local law

What is a Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO)?

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.310


How Many MPOs Can Be 
Designated?

To the extent possible – only 1 MPO 
shall be designated for each urbanized 
area or group of contiguous urbanized 
areas

More than 1 MPO may be designated to 
serve an urbanized area only if the 
Governor(s) and the existing MPO, if 
applicable, determine that the size and 
complexity of the urbanized area make 
designation of more than 1 MPO 
appropriate

23 CFR 450.310 Metropolitan planning 
organization designation and redesignation

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.310


What Agreements Are Needed?  

In cases where 2 or more 
MPOs serve the same 
urbanized area, the MPO shall 
establish official, written 
agreements that clearly 
identify areas of coordination, 
and the division of 
transportation planning 
responsibilities among the 
MPOs

23 CFR 450.314 Metropolitan planning agreements

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-450/subpart-C/section-450.314


How Are MPOs Funded?

State required to make Planning (PL) 
funds available to MPOs in accordance 
with a formula developed by State DOT 
and approved by FHWA (23 USC 104(d))

Each State’s PL apportionment is 
calculated based on a ratio specified in 
law (23 USC 104(b)(6))

The Transfer of PL funds to other 
apportioned programs is prohibited

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title23-section104&num=0&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title23-section104&num=0&edition=prelim


FHWA / FTA Stewardship And 
Oversight of MPOs

 Review and Certification of Transportation Planning Process (3C)

 STIP / TIP (including public input)

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan: Provide planning guidance, 
identify planning emphasis areas, technical guidance/assistance 

 Air Quality Conformity Determinations (in consultation with EPA) 

 Performance-Based Planning & Programming

 Unified Planning Work Programs, Planning Funds, and Complete 
Streets



Federal Redesignation Steps
To Consolidate MPOs

Develop conceptual organization 
arrangements for a new MPO*MPO “B”

Did
agreement between 

the Governor and units 
of local government

representing  at least 75 
percent of the affected 

population (including the 
largest City, based on 

population*) 
agree?

MPO “A”

Redesignated MPO 
Governor notifies FHWA 

and FTAYes Yes

End or Start Over

If either  Group 
says no

No No

Individual units of local 
government within the existing
planning area consider and vote 
on new MPO arrangement 

Individual units of local 
government within the existing
planning area consider and vote 
on new MPO arrangement

If both groups
say yes 

Start

* As named by the Bureau of the Census

Did
agreement between 

the Governor and units 
of local government

representing  at least 75 
percent of the affected 

population (including the 
largest City, based on 

population*) 
agree?



MPO Redesignation:
Texas Example

• Rio Grande Valley MPO (RGVMPO) is a 
newer (2019) designated MPO 

• Previously consisted of 3 MPOs
• Composed of 3,232 sq miles; Population 

1.35m
• Texas A&M Transportation Institute 

assisted with the consolidation
• Consolidation took approx. 3 years



FHWA Resources

• Guidance (Federal Regulations, Subject Matter Experts, 
Agreements, Transportation Planning Requirements)

• Training (e.g. MPO Bootcamp / National Highway Institute)

• Peer Exchange

• MPO Database: https://www.planning.dot.gov/mpo/

Further Questions: David Williams, (860) 494-7568 or 
david.williams@dot.gov

https://www.planning.dot.gov/mpo/
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