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March 2023 – 30-day Temp Departure

CT:  30-Day Temperatures have averaged 

1 to 3 degrees above normal
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  Department of Agriculture – Drought Status Report 

Summary:  Data from all of these indicators showed no drought conditions present in the state at the beginning of April, 2023. 

 

mbExplanatory notes: 

Palmer Drought Severity Index:  The Palmer Drought Severity Index (PDSI) uses readily available temperature and precipitation data to estimate relative dryness. It is a standardized index that 
generally spans -10 (dry) to +10 (wet). Maps of operational agencies like NOAA typically show a range of -4 to +4, but more extreme values are possible. 

Crop moisture index:  The CMI gives the short-term or current status of purely agricultural drought or moisture surplus and can change rapidly from week to week. The CMI index indicates general 
conditions and not local variations caused by isolated rain.  Input to the calculations include the weekly precipitation total and average temperature, division constants (water capacity of the soil, 
etc.) and previous history of the indices. 

Parameter 
Reported Conditions 

As of 1/3/23 As of 4/5 
Report Date Status Report Date Status 

Palmer Drought Severity Index 
(map) 

12/31/22 Entire state showing an unusual moist spell. 4/1/23 Northwest CT experiencing moist spell. 
Rest of state appears normal. 

Palmer drought severity index 
(data) 

12/31/22 Northwest: 2.03 
Central: 2.08 
Coastal: 0.45 

4/1/23 Northwest: 2.19 
Central: 1.63 
Coastal: 0.42 

Precipitation needed to end 
drought (in.) 

12/31/22 Northwest: 0 
Central: 0 
Coastal: 0 

4/1/23 Northwest: 0 
Central: 0 
Coastal: 0 

Crop Moisture (current map) 12/31/22 Entire state shows abnormally moist. 4/1/23 Entire state shows abnormally moist. 
Topsoil moisture (current map) 1/1/23 No data available. 4/1/23 No data available. 
Topsoil moisture (current vs. 5 
yr. mean) 

1/1/23 No data available. 4/1/23 No data available. 

Veg DRI (% of CT land area 
shown as pre-drought, 
moderate, severe or extreme) 

1/1/23 No data available. 4/1/23 No data available. 

Drought Monitor Report for CT 12/27/22 Western CT showing abnormally dry. 3/28/23 No data available. 
NASS Crop Progress Report 
(New England) 

11/27/22 According to the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service in New England, there were 
5 days suitable for fieldwork for the week 
ending Sunday, November 27, 2022. Topsoil 
moisture supplies were 0 percent very short, 
3 percent short, 97 percent adequate, and 0 
percent surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies 
were 0 percent very short, 3 percent short, 97 
percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus.  
 

4/2/23 According to the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service in New England, there 
were 3.0 days suitable for fieldwork for 
the week ending Sunday, April 2, 2023. 
Topsoil moisture supplies were 0 percent 
very short, 0 percent short, 75 percent 
adequate, and 25 percent surplus. Subsoil 
moisture supplies were 0 percent very 
short, 0 percent short, 40 percent 
adequate, and 60 percent surplus. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/palmer.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/wpdeast.txt
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/wpdeast.txt
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/wpdeast.txt
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/cdus/palmer_drought/wpdeast.txt
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/cmi.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/monitoring_and_data/soilmmap.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/monitoring_and_data/5yrcomp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/monitoring_and_data/5yrcomp.gif
https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/StateVegDRI.aspx?CT
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CT
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Connecticut/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/index.php


Topsoil moisture:  Topsoil Moisture Monitoring maps are based on United States Department of Agriculture state reports of topsoil moisture conditions.  Means are calculated from historical 
weekly data published by USDA/NASS using the closest date to the equivalent date for the year.  Results are based on the short and very short %ages of topsoil moisture (upper 6 inches) reported 
by the USDA. Reports are based on subjective observations. 

Vegetation Drought Response Index:  VegDRI calculations integrate satellite-based observations of vegetation conditions, climate data, and other biophysical information such as land cover/land 
use type, soil characteristics, and ecological setting. The VegDRI maps that are produced deliver continuous geographic coverage over large areas, and have inherently finer spatial detail (1-km2 
resolution) than other commonly available drought indicators such as the U.S. Drought Monitor.  The state statistics table is located here:  https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/VegDRITables.aspx?CT. 

https://vegdri.unl.edu/Home/VegDRITables.aspx?CT
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