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Clare Barnett 

CLARE BARNETT has been an advocate for retired teachers and for ensuring the security of the teachers' retirement 
and health funds for over 35 years. She is currently Chair of the STRB and the CEA's Retirement Commission. She 
spent 19 years on the Investment Advisory Council that advises the State Treasurer on the investments of the pension 
funds. She served on the Executive Committee and as President of the National Council on Teacher Retirement. She 
has presented at numerous state and national conferences and given testimony on teacher pension issues at the 
state and national level for over 30 years. 

Clare is a Waterbury native and Crosby High graduate and earned degrees from Elms College, Fairfield University 
and SCSU. She spent 39 years as both a teacher and administrator in the Social Studies Department of the Danbury 
Public schools where she taught middle and high school history, government, and law. 

Joseph L. Giaquinto, Jr., JD, ABD           WITHDRAWN
Born, raised, and living where I attended Grammar and High School, I attended Connecticut Universities: earning a 
BA in English Literature, a Master's Degree, 6th Year Administrative Certificate, a Juris Doctorate, and currently an 
ABD in an Ed D Program. I am a member of Phi Kappa Phi, a member of the Delta Theta Phi, and received the 
American Jurisprudence Award. Employed in the Public School System, I was an English Teacher, an Administrator, 
and an Expulsion Officer. Subsequent to Public Education, I provide research and policy analysis for the Law Firm of 
Samowitz and Samowitz, LLC and served as Bridgeport's Anti-Blight Hearing Officer. 

My volunteer endeavors have included Chairperson of Bridgeport's Boys and Girls Club, Chairperson of the Greater 
Bridgeport Athletic Association, President of the WCSU Alumni Association, and a member of the WCSU Foundation 
Board. 

I can contribute to the CTRB. 

Rita A. McDougald-Campbell 

In 2015, I retired after having taught English in New Haven for eleven years and then serving for 14 years as both a 
building and central office administrator in Milford, Shelton, and Trumbull.  

In retirement, I have been an active member of CEA-R, ARTC, and GBRTA, and since 2018, I have been a regular 
observer at both in-person and virtual TRB meetings. 

I earned both a B.S. and Ed. M from Boston University; Secondary English certification from Southern Connecticut 
State University; and both Sixth-year certification in Administration and Certificate in Human Resources Management 
from Sacred Heart University. 

Prior to teaching, I served as a university administrator at both Boston University and U. of Bridgeport, and as a 
marketing manager for both AT&T and for a municipal housing sales program. 

I believe my educational and professional experiences, which are ongoing, demonstrate my interest in and 
qualification for Board service. 

Mary Ellen Minichiello 

I appreciate your interest in all of the candidates running for the CTRB. 

I taught in Milford for 39 years before retiring in 2017 and have always been active in community service and professional 
organizations. In addition to the Greater Bridgeport Retired Teachers Association (GBRTA), I am a member of the 
Association of Retired Teachers in Connecticut (ARTC), as well as ARTC’s Political Action Committee (PAC). This 
committee is separate from ARTC and endorses candidates on the state level, who support the political issues that affect 
retired teachers. These issues are the same concerns that many of you have as a retired teacher: safeguarding our state 
pensions, advocating for fair, comprehensive, and affordable healthcare, and communicating CTRB’s decisions to all CT 
retired teachers. The CTRB must be transparent in all decisions that affect present and future retired teachers. 

Please support me so that I can support you. 



Bill Myers 

Bill Myers' last 25 years of teaching was in South Windsor, CT. He is the vice-chair of the CEA Retirement 
Commission, serving on that board for over 20 years. Bill was the vice-chair of the TRB when he was teaching. He 
had to step down from that position when he retired. He is excited about the opportunity to return to the Board as a 
retired teacher. He brings with him a deep understanding of what needs to be done to protect, preserve and sustain 
our pension and health care programs. He's worked side by side with the CEA, the TRB, the Treasurer's office and 
the Office of Policy and Management (OPM.)  As a Board member Bill testified before the Appropriations Committee 
and served on Vendor Selection, Medical Insurance, Appeals and Audit Committees. He understands the importance 
of supporting all teachers and is especially dedicated to our retirees. 

 

Margaret Rick 

Margaret Rick has been an educator for more than forty years, serving as:  

• A teacher in Hartford Public Schools for 19 years, including several years at Hartford's first bilingual school. 

• An Instructional Leader in West Hartford Public Schools, restructuring the TESOL Program to meet 
increasing student needs. 

• A principal for Meriden Public Schools, where she organized the Early Literacy Program for the district, 
receiving the Exemplary Reading Program Award by the International Reading Association for the literacy 
program at her school. 

Based on her achievements, Margaret was selected to serve on Connecticut's Early Reading Success Panel and, in 
retirement, to serve as Facilitator of Connecticut's Reading First Initiative for Waterbury Public Schools. She has been 
an active member of the Alliance for Retired Americans and other retiree organizations: HFT-R, ARTC, and AFT-CT 
Retiree Council; and she is presently a docent for the New Britain Museum of American Art. 

 

Paula Schwartz 

Paula Schwartz, an educator in Connecticut for over 30 years, in positions ranging from mathematics teacher in South 
Windsor, assistant principal/principal at Farmington High School, principal of RHAM High School and Superintendent 
in Region 10. After retirement, she served as interim principal at Marlborough Elementary, assistant superintendent 
in Avon, consultant to the Commissioner of Education, and consultant in Seymour/South Windsor. She was principal 
of Summit HS (NJ), teacher in PA and American School London. As a member of NEA&C, she was evaluation 
chair/co-chair of high schools in Naugatuck, Glastonbury, Putnam, Souhegan (NH), Portland, and Ansonia. A member 
of CAPSS, CEA and ARTC, as well as CIAC serving on technology, Board of Control, and international education 
subcommittees. She has been an advocate for retired teachers submitting testimony at the state level and through 
RTHA advocacy. 




