






Florence D. Finney (R) of Greenwich was the first woman elected as 
President Pro Tempore of the State Senate (1973-1974) after Senator 
Cashman ascended to become Lt. Governor. She was first elected 
to the House in 1949 and then the State Senate in 1955 and was 
known throughout her career as an advocate for children, the sick, 
and the elderly. 
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Mary M. Hooker (R) of Hartford was one of the five first women 
elected to the state House of Representatives in 1921. She was elected 
twice to the House, serving again in 1925. She is remembered for 
being the first woman to speak on the floor of the House, saying “We 
women want the men in the House to feel that they may smoke just 
as if there were no women legislators present.” She served on the 
Hartford Board of Education for 20 years.
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Helen A. Jewett (D) of Tolland was one of the five first women 
elected to the state House of Representatives in 1921 and the 
only Democrat. She later served for 35 years on the Tolland Board 
of Education and held leadership roles in several community 
organizations. She was the first female lawmaker to have the title 
Reverend in front of her name.
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Grace I. Edwards (I) of New Hartford was one of the five first women 
elected to the state House of Representatives in 1921. She was 
nominated to run for state legislature immediately following the 
passage of the 19th Amendment. 

GRACE I.  

EDWARDS



Lillian S. Frink (R) of Canterbury was one of the five first women 
elected to the state House of Representatives in 1921. She served in 
the House of Representatives five times, two terms in the 1920s and 
three terms in the 1950s. She was a member of the Republican State 
Central Committee as well as a Town Clerk of Canterbury for 25 years.
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Sara B. Crawford (R) of Westport was the first female Secretary of 
the State of Connecticut from 1939-1941. She was a member of the 
Connecticut State House of Representatives from 1925-1927 and 1931-
1937 and spent four terms on the Appropriations Committee. Outside 
of the Connecticut General Assembly, she was the president of the 
Westport Republican Women’s club for 8 years and served as vice-
chairman of the Republican Town Committee for 12 years.
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Moira Lyons (D) of Stamford was the first woman elected to serve 
as Majority Leader and Speaker of the House in Connecticut, as well 
as one of two people to ever hold three terms as Speaker. She was 
elected to the General Assembly in 1980 and served as Speaker of the 
House from 1999-2004. While in office she served as co-chairwoman 
of the Transportation Committee and later pushed legislation to 
create the Transportation Strategy Board. She was also committed to 
backing legislation relating to early childhood initiatives.  
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Ella T. Grasso  (D) of Windsor Locks was the first female Governor of 
Connecticut (1975-1980) and the first woman to be elected governor in 
the United States in her own right. Grasso had a long career in politics 
starting in 1952 when she was elected to the General Assembly.  She 
served as Secretary of the State from 1958-1970 and in Congress from 
1970-1974. She remains the only woman to be honored with a statute 
on the outside of the State Capitol Building.
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Mary Townsend Seymor (Farm-Labor Party) of Hartford was the first 
African American woman to run for a seat in the Connecticut General 
Assembly in 1920. While she did not win, her candidacy paved a way 
for future candidates who had previously not had a pathway to run. 
She served as the first spokesperson for the NAACP-Hartford Chapter 
in 1917, and she remained active in advocating for worker’s rights, civil 
rights, and the right to vote, especially for black women.
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Alice P. Merritt (R) of Hartford was the first woman elected to the state 
Senate in 1925. She and her brother were the first siblings to serve 
in the state government at the same time. Outside of elected office 
she was instrumental in bringing Girl Scouting to girls in Connecticut.
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Maria Sánchez (D) of Hartford was the first Latina elected to the 
Connecticut General Assembly, and the first Puerto Rican elected to 
local office in Hartford. She served 16 years on the Hartford Board of 
Education and was then elected to the House of Representatives in 
1988-1989. Sanchez was a founder of the Puerto Rican Parade and her 
grassroots advocacy led to the opening of the state’s first bilingual 
school in 1972.


