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Agenda
• Introduction
• Covering the Elections
• Av Harris: Election results
• Break for Q & A
• Analyzing Political Television Commercials
• Break for Q & A
• Hollywood’s Approach

o Political Movies
o Political Television

• Larry Rifkin: Role of Talk Radio
• Break for Q & A
• Next steps



Press Coverage: 
Whistle Stop 

Tour
1896 – 1924: Newspaper 
coverage leads to the 
introduction of campaign 
press secretaries, public 
relations and photo 
opportunities.

http://www.freedomforum.org/templates/document.a
sp?documentID=6502

"Gerald Ford campaigns in Michigan in 1976." Image. Gerald 
Ford Library. American Government. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 3 July 
2012. 



Press 
Coverage: 
Radio

1928 – 1948: Radio’s 
immediacy changed 
campaign coverage, 
although the Press 
was reluctant to 
tackle issues like FDR’s 
disability. 

"Edward R. Murrow." Image. Library of Congress. American 
Government. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 3 July 2012. 

http://www.freedomforum.org/template
s/document.asp?documentID=6502



Press 
Coverage: 
Television

1952 – 1976: New York Times 
columnist Russell Baker 
wrote that after the 
televised debate between 
Richard Nixon and John F. 
Kennedy, "television 
replaced newspapers as 
the most important 
communications medium in 
American politics.""Kennedy and Nixon debate in 1960." Image. AP/Wide 

World Photos. American History. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 12 
July 2012. 

http://www.freedomforum.org/templates/document
.asp?documentID=6502



Press Coverage: 24 Hour 
News Cycle



Press Coverage: 24 Hour News 
Cycle by Demographics





Campaign Ads: Daisy

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercia
ls/1964/peace-little-girl-daisy



Campaign Ads: Never Had 
it so Good

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1952/never-had-it-so-good



Campaign Ads: Ike for 
President

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1952/ike-for-president



Campaign Ads: Unite

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1968/unite



Campaign Ads: Prouder, 
Stronger, Better

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1984/prouder-stronger-better



Campaign Ads: Tank Ride

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1988/tank-ride





Hollywood Movies: The 
Candidate

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K78U6XsHsg



Hollywood Movies: Bob 
Roberts

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2uWcukaSpg



Hollywood Movies: 
Primary Colors

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCtnouR_r4Y



Hollywood Movies: The
American President

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lnb4UWXL8KA



Hollywood Movies: Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=thmxB3-L0gc



Selected Television Shows
• West Wing
• VEEP
• The Simpsons
• The Colbert Report
• The Daily Show
• The Newsroom
• Murphy Brown
• Tanner ‘88



Permanent Campaign

"CNN newsroom." Image. AP/Wide World Photos. American 
Government. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 3 July 2012. 

"Rush Limbaugh." Image. AP/Wide World Photos. American 
Government. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 3 July 2012. 





What next?
•Visit www.ct.gov/sots for supplemental materials

oLesson plans
oResources
oHelpful links

•Participate in upcoming teacher webinars:
oElementary level Tues. 7/31/12 @ 10:30 a.m.
oElection Math To be Determined

•Email CTelectionproject@ct.gov
•Call 860.509.6212

DENISE W. MERRILL
SECRETARY OF THE STATE

CONNECTICUT

http://www.ct.gov/sots
mailto:Ctelectionproject@ct.gov
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