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“Elections belong to the people.”
—Abraham Lincoln
16" President of the United States of America

The Unsung Heroes of Elections:
Connecticut’s Poll Workers

Every election, a group of people in Connecticut rise before dawn to
report to polling locations throughout the state. They are the stagehands to
democracy’s most important performance. Their presence is known. They
are seen. Their responsibility is great. But yet, their efforts are often invis-
ible. They are Connecticut’s poll workers.

Each town in Connecticut has teams of workers who help Registrars of
Voters execute each election, no matter the size—from referenda to the
General Election. Poll workers are the boots on the ground that help ensure
our elections are free and fair. They are the people who welcome you at the
polls, confirm your voter registration, go over the voting process, hand you
a ballot and ensure you have privacy in casting your vote.

They are often your neighbors seeking to support their community; vet-
erans continuing their service to our country; high school and college stu-
dents seeking an intimate understanding of how democracy works; retirees
who want to give back.

Poll workers prepare for their responsibilities by going to trainings and
reading election materials in anticipation of enabling and empowering
Connecticut voters to exercise their fundamental right to vote.

By law, nothing can postpone or stop elections from happening. No mat-
ter what, the show must go on and poll workers are required to show up,
even if there’s a blizzard or pandemic.

The grit, determination and resiliency of Connecticut poll workers are
legendary. Throughout the years, they have shown their dedication to the
citizens of Connecticut from arranging snowplows to pick them up at their
homes when snowstorms challenged their ability to open the polls for 6
AM to working 17 budget referendums over just a few months to donning
personal protective equipment to work in the polls during the pandemic.

Even more, the work of poll workers sometimes does not end on Elec-
tion Day. When there is a recount, poll workers have to return soon after
working their 15-hour shift to do a hand count of ballots cast to confirm the
election’s outcome.
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There are many who are rightfully applauded for their work as public
servants and contributions to the public good: nurses, police officers, fire-
fighters, emergency medical technicians (EMT). Poll workers should be
considered and elevated in the same way.

The next time you go to vote, remember to thank the poll workers for
their service. This small act can make a big impact. By recognizing their
efforts, we can help build a stronger sense of community around our elec-
tions, illustrate what pride in our state and country looks like, as well as
acknowledge the hard work that goes into making sure our votes count.

It is an honor to dedicate the 2023 Register and Manual to these unsung
heroes of Connecticut’s elections. I hope you will consider joining their
ranks for the 2024 election.

Stephanie Thomas
Secretary of the State
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Secretary Stephanie Thomas (front-center) poses with poll workers at a Poll Worker Appreciation Day
in Hamden.

- L |
Secretary Stephanie Thomas (center, with arm raised) and Deputy Secretary Jacqueline Kozin (stand-
ing at far left) pose with poll workers at a Poll Worker Appreciation Day in Bethany.
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Secretary Stephanie Thomas poses with a poll worker at a Poll Worker Appreciation Day in Windham.
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Secretary Stephanie Thomas poses with a poll worker and
his child at a Poll Worker Appreciation Day in Newington.
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SECTION I

FEDERAL AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS

Constitution of the United States

Constitution of the
State of Connecticut, 1965

[ UOT)OIS

Y
o
(=
)
-
2,
&
=)
(=
w
H
&
H—
o
@
Qo
=)
7,]
H—
;‘
o
=
=)
=
9,







PREFACE TO THE
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

The United States Constitution is the oldest federal consti-
tution in existence. It was so well framed that it has served as
the basis for this government for two centuries. Only once has
it been seriously endangered, this being during the Civil War.
Many of its principles have been adopted by other countries.

The Constitution was the outgrowth of a convention of dele-
gates from the different states that met in Philadelphia in May,
1787, Rhode Island not being represented. George Washington
presided over the convention, which lasted from May to Sep-
tember.

The Constitution was then submitted to the then existing
states for ratification, with a provision that it should become
effective when ratified by nine states. New Hampshire was the
ninth state to ratify, June 21, 1788, and the Constitution went
into effect in 1789.

The states ratified the Constitution in the following order:
Delaware, Dec. 7; Pennsylvania, Dec. 12, and New Jersey,
Dec. 18, 1787; Georgia, Jan. 2; Connecticut, Jan. 9; Massa-
chusetts, Feb. 6; Maryland, Apr. 28; South Carolina, May 23;
New Hampshire, June 21; Virginia, June 25, and New York,
July 26, 1788; North Carolina, Nov. 21, 1789, and Rhode Is-
land, May 29, 1790.
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*CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PREAMBLE

WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America.

ARTICLE 1.

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of
the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members cho-
sen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous
Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of
twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who
shall not, when elected be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, includ-
ing those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed,
three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within
every subsequent Term of ten Years in such Manner as they shall by Law direct.
The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand,
but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Mas-
sachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five,
New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six,
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Au-
thority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and
shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators
from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator
shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election,
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes.

The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration
of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and
of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be
chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise,
during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make
temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then
fill such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty

Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.

*Connecticut ratified the Constitution Jan. 9, 1788, having been the fifth State to vote for ratification.
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6 CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but
shall have no Vote unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in
the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of Presi-
dent of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting
for that Purpose they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the
United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be con-
victed without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit
under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and
subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but
the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as
to the Places of chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meetings shall
be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different
Day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Quali-
fications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum
to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may
be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and
under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members
for disorderly Behavior, and with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time pub-
lish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and
the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the
Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall without the Consent of the
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which
the two Houses shall be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for
their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the
United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the
Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their re-
spective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech
or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall
have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during
such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a
Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Represen-
tatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate,
shall, before it becomes a Law, be presented to the President of the United States;
If he approve he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with his Objections
to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at
large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration
two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with
the objections to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and
if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such
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Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the
Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Jour-
nal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President
within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the
Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress
by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment)
shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall
take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be re-
passed by two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the
Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and
general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be
uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and
with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization and uniform Laws on the subject
of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the
Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin
of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings
and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and
Offences against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concern-
ing Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall
be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;
To make Rules for the Government and Regulation to the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, sup-
press Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for govern-
ing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States,
reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Au-
thority of Training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the Ac-
ceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States,
and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the
Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts,
Magazines, Arsenals, Dock-Yards and other needful Building;—And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.
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Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States
now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress
prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when
in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Cen-
sus or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the
Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one
State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropri-
ations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and
Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person hold-
ing any office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the
Congress accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever,
from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant
Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing
but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder,
ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title
of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties
on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its
inspection Laws; and the net Produce of All Duties and Imposts, laid by any State
on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States:
and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep
Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact
with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually
invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and,
together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct,
a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives
to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Represen-
tative or Person holding an office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall
be appointed an Elector.

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the
Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President
of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President,
if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if
there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of
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them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on
the list the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the
President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State
having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members
from two-thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to
a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there
should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from
them by Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on
which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the
United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at
the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of
President; neither shall any person be eligible to that Office who shall not have
attained to the age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within
the United States.

In case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resigna-
tion, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same
shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the
Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice
President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall
act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other
Emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath
or Affirmation:—“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the
Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, pre-
serve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy
of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into
the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing,
of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any subject
relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant
Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in cases of
Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make
Treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate,
and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors,
other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Of-
ficers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided
for, and which shall be established by Law; but the Congress may by Law vest the
Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone,
in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End
of their next Session.

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the
State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he
shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene
both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with
Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he
shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he
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shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the
Officers of the United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President, and all civil Officers of the United
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Trea-
son, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III.

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one su-
preme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time
ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall
hold their Offices during good Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for
their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Con-
tinuance in Office.

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, aris-
ing under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or
which shall be made, under their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors,
other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Juris-
diction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a party;—to Con-
troversies between two or more States:—between a State and Citizens of another
State;—between Citizens of different States;—between Citizens of the same State
claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citi-
zens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those
in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction.
In all other Cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate Juris-
diction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such regulations
as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and
such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been com-
mitted; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place
or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War
against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No
Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to
the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during
the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the Public Acts,
Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by
general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Im-
munities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall
flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive
Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the
State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, es-
caping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the
Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.
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Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no
new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State;
nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States,
without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the
Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any
Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Re-
publican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and
on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot
be convened) against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE V.

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall
propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures
of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amend-
ments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of
this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States, or by Conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of
Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which
may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any
Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article;
and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in
the Senate.

ARTICLE VI

All debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as
under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Au-
thority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges
in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of
any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the sev-
eral State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United
States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support
this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to
any Office or public Trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VIIL

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.
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The Word “the,” being interlined be-
tween the seventh and eighth Lines of
the first Page, The Word “Thirty” being
partly written on an Erazure in the fif-
teenth Line of the first Page, The Words
“is tried” being interlined between the
thirty second and thirty third Lines of
the first Page and the Word “the” being
interlined between the forty third and
forty fourth lines of the second Page.
Attest William Jackson Secretary

New Hampshire

Massachusetts

Connecticut
New York

New Jersey

Pennsylvania

Delaware

Maryland

Virginia

North Carolina

South Carolina

———

Georgia

Done in Convention by the Unanimous
Consent of the States present the Seven-
teenth Day of September in the Year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and eighty seven and of the Indepen-
dence of the United States of America
the Twelfth In witness whereof We have
hereunto subscribed our Names,

Go. WASHINGTON—Presidt.
and deputy from Virginia

JOHN LANGDON,
NicHOLAS GILMAN;
NATHANIEL GORHAM,
Rurus KING;

WM. SAM". JOHNSON,
ROGER SHERMAN;

ALEXANDER HAMILTON;

WIL: LIVINGSTON,
DAVID BREARLEY,
‘WM. PATERSON,
JoNA: DAYTON;

B. FRANKLIN,
THOMAS MIFFLIN,
ROBT. MORRIS,
GEO. CLYMER,
THoS. FITZSIMONS,
JARED INGERSOLL,
JAMES WILSON,
GouUvV MORRIS;

GEO: READ,

GUNNING BEDFORD JUN,
JoHN DICKINSON,
RICHARD BASSETT,

Jaco: BRoom

JAMES MCHENRY,
DAN OF ST. THOS. JENIFER,
DAN “ CARROLL;

JOHN BLAIR,
JAMES MADISON JR.;

WM, BLOUNT,
RicHP. DOBBS SPAIGHT,
Hu WILLIAMSON;

J. RUTLEDGE,

CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY,
CHARLES PINCKNEY,

PIERCE BUTLER;

WILLIAM FEw,
ABR BALDWIN.

The orthography and punctuation both of the constitution and the several amendments, as

printed in a copy furnished for the purpose by the Secretary of State of the United States,

have been followed exactly in printing this work.

+The first ten Amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the “Bill of

Rights.” Ratified by this State April 19, 1939.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES

Articles

IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA,

Proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pur-
suant to the fifth Article of the Original Constitution.

ARTICLE L7

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE II.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III.

No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the con-
sent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE IV.

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and partic-
ularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

ARTICLE V.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime,
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just
compensation.

ARTICLE VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law,
and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted
with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses
in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

ARTICLE VII.!

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury,
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according
to the rules of the common law.

'This applies only to United States courts.
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ARTICLE VIIIL.

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX.

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to
deny or disparage others retained by the people.

ARTICLE X.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

ARTICLE XI.?

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any
suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by
Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.

ARTICLE XII.}

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for Presi-
dent and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the
same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for
as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and
they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all per-
sons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists
they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of
the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The President of the
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open
all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The person having the
greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such
majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three
on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall
choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the
votes shall be taken by States, the representation from each state having one vote;
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds
of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And
if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following,
then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other
constitutional disability of the President.—The person having the greatest number
of votes as Vice-President, shall be Vice-President, if such number be a majority
of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then
from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-Presi-
dent; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of
Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But
no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to
that of Vice-President of the United States.

2Ratified by this State May 15, 1794 (See House Journal 1794 and State Records 1794).

Proposed by Congress December 12, 1803. Not ratified by this State. Ratification announced by
Secretary of State, September 25, 1804. *Proposed by Congress February 1, 1865. Ratified by this State
May 5, 1865. Ratification announced by Secretary of State, December 18, 1865.

SProposed by Congress June 16, 1866. Ratified by this State June 1866. Ratification announced by
Secretary of State, July 28, 1868.
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ARTICLE XIIIL.*

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate leg-
islation.

ARTICLE XIV.?°

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to
the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein
they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the priv-
ileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States accord-
ing to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each
State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election
for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States,
Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the
members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of
such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such
male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of
age in such State.

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elec-
tor of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the
United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a
member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any
State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress
may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by
law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services
in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred
in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the
loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall
be held illegal and void.

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation,
the provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XV.
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate leg-
islation.

®Proposed by Congress February 27, 1869. Ratified by this State May 19, 1869. Ratification announced
by Secretary of State, March 30, 1870.

"Proposed by Congress July 12, 1909. Not ratified by this State. Ratification announced by the Secre-
tary of State of the United States, February 25, 1913.

8Proposed by Congress May 13, 1912. Ratified by this State April 15, 1913. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, May 31, 1913.
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ARTICLE XVI’

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from what-
ever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without
regard to any census or enumeration.

ARTICLE XVIL®

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each
state, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. When vacancies
happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority
of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, that
the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary
appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may
direct. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term
of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.

ARTICLE XVIIL®

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture,
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof, into,
or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the
jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided
in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to
the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XIX."°
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate leg-
islation.

ARTICLE XX."

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on
the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon
on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if
this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin.

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such
meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law
appoint a different day.

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President,
the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become Pres-
ident. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the
beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then
the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have quali-
fied; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a Pres-

“Proposed by Congress December 18, 1917. Ratification announced by the Acting Secretary of the
United States, January 29, 1919. Became effective January 16, 1920. Not ratified by this State. Repealed
by Article XXI effective December 5, 1933.

%Proposed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratification announced by the Secretary of State of the United
States, August 26, 1920. Ratified by this State September 14, 1920, and September 21, 1920.

"Proposed by Congress March 2, 1932. Ratification announced by the Secretary of State of the United
States, February 6, 1933. Ratified by this State January 27, 1933.
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ident elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall
then act as President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be se-
lected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President
shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of
the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice Presi-
dent whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October follow-
ing the ratification of this article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as
an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years from the date of its submission.

ARTICLE XXI."

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United
States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or pos-
session of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in
violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as
an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided
in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to
the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXII."

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than
twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President,
for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected Presi-
dent shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this Article
shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this Article was
proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be holding
the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this
Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as Presi-
dent during the remainder of such term.

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as
an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States by the
Congress.

ARTICLE XXIII."

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States
shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: A number of electors
of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and Rep-
resentatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State,
but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to
those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the

12Proposed by Congress February 20, 1933. Ratified by this State July 11, 1933. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, December 5, 1933.

Proposed by Congress March 24, 1947. Ratified by this State May 21, 1947. Ratification announced
by the Secretary of State of the United States, March 1, 1951.

"“Proposed by Congress June 16, 1960. Ratified by this State March 9, 1961. Ratification announced by
the Administrator of General Services of the United States, April 3, 1961.

SProposed by Congress August 27, 1962. Ratified by this State March 20, 1963. Ratification announced
by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, February 4, 1964. Became effective on
January 23, 1964.
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election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and
they shall meet in the district and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth
article of amendment.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXIV.

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or
other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice
President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll
tax or other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXV.'°

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or
resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the
President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation
by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that
he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he trans-
mits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be
discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal of-
ficers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law
provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Sen-
ate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that
no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the
Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive de-
partment or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within
four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge
the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue,
assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Con-
gress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if
Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to
assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue
to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the
powers and duties of his office.

Proposed by Congress January 6, 1965. Ratified by this State February 14, 1967. Ratification consum-
mated February 10, 1967 and announced by the Administrator of General Services of the United States,
February 23, 1967.

"Proposed by Congress March 23, 1971. Ratified by this State March 23, 1971. Ratification consum-
mated June 30, 1971 and announced by the Administrator of General Services of the United States, July
5, 1971.

'8Proposed by Congress on September 25, 1789. Ratified in this state by House Joint Resolution No.
54, which was adopted by the House of Representatives on May 6, 1987, and by the Senate on May 13,
1987 and certified by the Archivist of the United States on May 18, 1992.



ARTICLE XXVL"

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of
age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by
any State on account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.

ARTICLE XXVIIL.™

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Represen-
tatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.

19)
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

PREAMBLE.

The People of Connecticut acknowledging with gratitude, the good providence
of God, in having permitted them to enjoy a free government; do, in order more
effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the liberties, rights and privileges which
they have derived from their ancestors; hereby, after a careful consideration and
revision, ordain and establish the following constitution and form of civil govern-
ment.

ARTICLE FIRST.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

That the great and essential principles of liberty and free government may be
recognized and established,

WE DECLARE:

Sec. 1. All men when they form a social compact, are equal in rights; and no
man or set of men are entitled to exclusive public emoluments or privileges from
the community.

Sec. 2. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free governments
are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit; and they have at
all times an undeniable and indefeasible right to alter their form of government in
such manner as they may think expedient.

Sec. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without
discrimination, shall forever be free to all persons in the state; provided, that the
right hereby declared and established, shall not be so construed as to excuse acts
of licentiousness, or to justify practices inconsistent with the peace and safety of
the state.

Sec. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on all
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.

Sec. 5. No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech
or of the press.

Sec. 6. In all prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in
evidence, and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts,
under the direction of the court.

Sec. 7. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and posses-
sions from unreasonable searches or seizures; and no warrant to search any place,
or to seize any person or things, shall issue without describing them as nearly as
may be, nor without probable cause supported by oath or affirmation.

Sec. 8. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by
himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation;
to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to ob-
tain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security, except
in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great; and in all
prosecutions by indictment or information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial
jury. No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be de-
prived of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall excessive
bail be required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held to answer for
any crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless on a presentment or
an indictment of a grand jury, except in the armed forces, or in the militia when
in actual service in time of war or public danger.

(Sec. 8 amended in 1982. See Art. XVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEc. 9. No person shall be arrested, detained or punished, except in cases clearly
warranted by law.
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Sec. 10. All courts shall be open, and every person, for an injury done to him
in his person, property or reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law, and
right and justice administered without sale, denial or delay.

Sec. 11. The property of no person shall be taken for public use, without just
compensation therefor.

Sec. 12. The privileges of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended,
unless, when in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it; nor
in any case, but by the legislature.

Sec. 13. No person shall be attainted of treason or felony, by the legislature.

Sec. 14. The citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to assemble for their
common good, and to apply to those invested with the powers of government,
for redress of grievances, or other proper purposes, by petition, address or remon-
strance.

Sec. 15. Every citizen has a right to bear arms in defense of himself and the
state.

Sec. 16. The military shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordina-
tion to the civil power.

Sec. 17. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without
the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed
by law.

Sec. 18. No hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors, shall ever be granted,
or conferred in this state.

Sec. 19. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate.
(Sec. 19 amended in 1972. See Art. IV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 20. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be sub-
jected to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his civil or
political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry or national origin.

(Sec. 20 amended in 1974. See Art. V of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)
(Sec. 20 amended in 1984. See Art. XXI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

ARTICLE SECOND.*
OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

The powers of government shall be divided into three distinct departments, and
each of them confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are legislative,
to one; those which are executive, to another; and those which are judicial, to
another.

*(ARTICLE SECOND amended in 1982. See Art. XVIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State
of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE THIRD.
OF THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Sec. 1. The legislative power of the state shall be vested in two distinct houses
or branches; the one to be styled the senate, the other the house of representatives,
and both together the general assembly. The style of their laws shall be: Be it en-
acted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened.

Sec. 2. There shall be a regular session of the general assembly to commence
on the Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding the
election of its members, and at such other times as the general assembly shall
judge necessary; but the person administering the office of governor may, on spe-
cial emergencies, convene the general assembly at any other time. All regular and
special sessions of the general assembly shall be held at Hartford, but the person
administering the office of governor may, in case of special emergency, convene
the assembly at any other place in the state. The general assembly shall adjourn
each regular session not later than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in
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June following its organization and shall adjourn each special session upon com-
pletion of its business. If any bill passed by any regular or special session or any
appropriation item described in Section 16 of Article Fourth has been disapproved
by the governor prior to its adjournment, and has not been reconsidered by the
assembly, or is so disapproved after such adjournment, the secretary of the state
shall reconvene the general assembly on the second Monday after the last day on
which the governor is authorized to transmit or has transmitted every bill to the
secretary with his objections pursuant to Section 15 of Article Fourth of this con-
stitution, whichever occurs first; provided if such Monday falls on a legal holiday
the general assembly shall be reconvened on the next following day. The recon-
vened session shall be for the sole purpose of reconsidering and, if the assembly
so desires, repassing such bills. The general assembly shall adjourn sine die not
later than three days following its reconvening.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1970. See Art. III of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 3. The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more than fifty
members, each of whom shall be an elector residing in the senatorial district from
which he is elected. Each senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and
shall elect no more than one senator.

(Sec. 3 amended in 1970. See Art. II, SEC. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

Sec. 4. The house of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred
twenty-five and not more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom
shall be an elector residing in the assembly district from which he is elected. Each
assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than
one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly districts no town shall
be divided except for the purpose of forming assembly districts wholly within the
town.

(Sec. 4 amended in 1970. See Art. II, SEC. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

Sec. 5. The establishment of districts in the general assembly shall be consistent
with federal constitutional standards.

(Sec. 5 amended in 1980. See Art. XVI, SEC. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

Sec. 6. a. The assembly and senatorial districts as now established by law shall
continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after the com-
pletion of the next census of the United States. Such general assembly shall,
upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each
house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper ap-
portionment of representation in accordance with the principles recited in this
article. Thereafter the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session
following the completion of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by a
yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, enact such plan
of districting as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this article.

b. If the general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the first day
of the April next following the completion of the decennial census of the United
States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission consisting of the eight
members designated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the
house of representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader
of the house of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the
commission, provided that there are members of no more than two political parties
in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly,
all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the
case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members
of the commission in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house.
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c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in ac-
cordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan of
districting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the July next succeeding
the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the secretary unless
it is certified by at least six members of the commission. Upon receiving such plan
the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of
districting shall have the full force of law.

d. If by the first day of the July next succeeding the appointment of its mem-
bers the commission fails to submit a plan of districting, a board of three persons
shall forthwith be empaneled. The speaker of the house of representatives and the
minority leader of the house of representatives shall each designate, as one member
of the board, a judge of the superior court of the state, provided that there are
members of no more than two political parties in the house of representatives. In
the event that there are members of more than two political parties in the house of
representatives, all members belonging to the parties other than that of the speaker
shall select one of their number, who shall then designate, as one member of the
board, a judge of the superior court of the state, in lieu of the designation by the
minority leader of the house of representatives. The two members of the board so
designated shall select an elector of the state as the third member.

e. The board shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in accordance
with the principles recited in this article and shall, by the first day of the October
next succeeding its selection, submit a plan of districting to the secretary. No plan
shall be submitted to the secretary unless it is certified by at least two members of
the board. Upon receiving such plan, the secretary shall publish the same forthwith,
and, upon publication, such plan of districting shall have full force of law.

(Sec. 6, subsections a through e, amended in 1976. See Art. XII of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut; amended in 1980. See Art. XVI, SEC. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 7. The treasurer, secretary of the state, and comptroller shall canvass pub-
licly the votes for senators and representatives. The person in each senatorial dis-
trict having the greatest number of votes for senator shall be declared to be duly
elected for such district, and the person in each assembly district having the great-
est number of votes for representative shall be declared to be duly elected for
such district. The general assembly shall provide by law the manner in which an
equal and the greatest number of votes for two or more persons so voted for for
senator or representative shall be resolved. The return of votes, and the result of
the canvass, shall be submitted to the house of representatives and to the senate on
the first day of the session of the general assembly. Each house shall be the final
judge of the election returns and qualifications of its own members.

Sec. 8. A general election for members of the general assembly shall be held on
the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, biennially, in the even-numbered
years. The general assembly shall have power to enact laws regulating and pre-
scribing the order and manner of voting for such members, for filling vacancies in
either the house of representatives or the senate, and providing for the election of
representatives or senators at some time subsequent to the Tuesday after the first
Monday of November in all cases when it shall so happen that the electors in any
district shall fail on that day to elect a representative or senator.

SEc. 9. At all elections for members of the general assembly the presiding of-
ficers in the several towns shall receive the votes of the electors, and count and
declare them in open meeting. The presiding officers shall make and certify dupli-
cate lists of the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each. One list
shall be delivered within three days to the town clerk, and within ten days after
such meeting, the other shall be delivered under seal to the secretary of the state.

Sec. 10. The members of the general assembly shall hold their offices from the
Wednesday following the first Monday of the January next succeeding their election
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until the Wednesday after the first Monday of the third January next succeeding
their election, and until their successors are duly qualified.

Sec. 11. No member of the general assembly shall, during the term for which he
is elected, hold or accept any appointive position or office in the judicial or exec-
utive department of the state government, or in the courts of the political subdivi-
sions of the state, or in the government of any county. No member of congress, no
person holding any office under the authority of the United States and no person
holding any office in the judicial or executive department of the state government
or in the government of any county shall be a member of the general assembly
during his continuance in such office.

Sec. 12. The house of representatives, when assembled, shall choose a speaker,
clerk and other officers. The senate shall choose a president pro tempore, clerk
and other officers, except the president. A majority of each house shall constitute
a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and
compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties
as each house may prescribe.

Sec. 13. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings, and pun-
ish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel a
member, but not a second time for the same cause; and shall have all other powers
necessary for a branch of the legislature of a free and independent state.

Sec. 14. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the same
when required by one-fifth of its members, except such parts as in the judgment
of a majority require secrecy. The yeas and nays of the members of either house
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journals.

Sec. 15. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases of civil process, be
privileged from arrest, during any session of the general assembly, and for four
days before the commencement and after the termination of any session thereof.
And for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be questioned in any
other place.

Sec. 16. The debates of each house shall be public, except on such occasions as
in the opinion of the house may require secrecy.

Sec. 17. The salary of the members of the general assembly and the transporta-
tion expenses of its members in the performance of their legislative duties shall be
determined by law.

(Sec. 18 added in 1992. See Art. XXVIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.
Secs. 19 and 20 added in 2018. See Arts. XXXII and XXXIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the
State of Connecticut)

ARTICLE FOURTH.
OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Sec. 1. A general election for governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the state,
treasurer and comptroller shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of
November, 1966, and quadrennially thereafter.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1970. See Art. I of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 2. Such officers shall hold their respective offices from the Wednesday fol-
lowing the first Monday of the January next succeeding their election until the
Wednesday following the first Monday of the fifth January succeeding their election
and until their successors are duly qualified.

Sec. 3. In the election of governor and lieutenant-governor, voting for such of-
fices shall be as a unit. The name of no candidate for either office, nominated by
a political party or by petition, shall appear on the voting machine ballot labels
except in conjunction with the name of the candidate for the other office.

Sec. 4. At the meetings of the electors in the respective towns held quadren-
nially as herein provided for the election of state officers, the presiding officers
shall receive the votes and shall count and declare the same in the presence of
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the electors. The presiding officers shall make and certify duplicate lists of the
persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each. One list shall be deliv-
ered within three days to the town clerk, and within ten days after such meeting,
the other shall be delivered under seal to the secretary of the state. The votes
so delivered shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer, secretary,
and comptroller, within the month of November. The vote for treasurer shall be
counted, canvassed and declared by the secretary and comptroller only; the vote
for secretary shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer and comp-
troller only; and the vote for comptroller shall be counted, canvassed and declared
by the treasurer and secretary only. A fair list of the persons and number of votes
given for each, together with the returns of the presiding officers, shall be, by the
treasurer, secretary and comptroller, made and laid before the general assembly,
then next to be held, on the first day of the session thereof. In the election of
governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary, treasurer, comptroller and attorney general,
the person found upon the count by the treasurer, secretary and comptroller in the
manner herein provided, to be made and announced before December fifteenth of
the year of the election, to have received the greatest number of votes for each of
such offices, respectively, shall be elected thereto; provided, if the election of any
of them shall be contested as provided by statute, and if such a contest shall pro-
ceed to final judgment, the person found by the court to have received the greatest
number of votes shall be elected. If two or more persons shall be found upon the
count of the treasurer, secretary and comptroller to have received an equal and the
greatest number of votes for any of said offices, and the election is not contested,
the general assembly on the second day of its session shall hold a joint convention
of both houses, at which, without debate, a ballot shall be taken to choose such
officer from those persons who received such a vote; and the balloting shall con-
tinue on that or subsequent days until one of such persons is chosen by a majority
vote of those present and voting. The general assembly shall have power to enact
laws regulating and prescribing the order and manner of voting for such officers.
The general assembly shall by law prescribe the manner in which all questions
concerning the election of a governor or lieutenant-governor shall be determined.

Sec. 5. The supreme executive power of the state shall be vested in the governor.
No person who is not an elector of the state, and who has not arrived at the age
of thirty years, shall be eligible.

Sec. 6. The lieutenant-governor shall possess the same qualifications as are herein
prescribed for the governor.

Sec. 7. The compensations of the governor and lieutenant-governor shall be estab-
lished by law, and shall not be varied so as to take effect until after an election,
which shall next succeed the passage of the law establishing such compensations.

Sec. 8. The governor shall be captain general of the militia of the state, except
when called into the service of the United States.

Sec. 9. He may require information in writing from the officers in the executive
department, on any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices.

Sec. 10. The governor, in case of a disagreement between the two houses of the
general assembly, respecting the time of adjournment, may adjourn them to such
time as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of the next stated session.

Sec. 11. He shall, from time to time, give to the general assembly, information
of the state of the government, and recommend to their consideration such mea-
sures as he shall deem expedient.

Sec. 12. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

Sec. 13. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves after conviction, in all
cases except those of impeachment, until the end of the next session of the general
assembly, and no longer.

Sec. 14. All commissions shall be in the name and by authority of the state of
Connecticut; shall be sealed with the state seal, signed by the governor, and at-
tested by the secretary of the state.
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Sec. 15. Each bill which shall have passed both houses of the general assembly
shall be presented to the governor. Bills may be presented to the governor after
the adjournment of the general assembly, and the general assembly may prescribe
the time and method of performing all ministerial acts necessary or incidental to
the administration of this section. If the governor shall approve a bill, he shall sign
and transmit it to the secretary of the state, but if he shall disapprove, he shall
transmit it to the secretary with his objections, and the secretary shall thereupon
return the bill with the governor’s objections to the house in which it originated.
After the objections shall have been entered on its journal, such house shall pro-
ceed to reconsider the bill. If, after such reconsideration, that house shall again
pass it, but by the approval of at least two-thirds of its members, it shall be sent
with the objections to the other house, which shall also reconsider it. If approved
by at least two-thirds of the members of the second house, it shall be a law and
be transmitted to the secretary; but in such case the votes of each house shall
be determined by yeas and nays and the names of the members voting for and
against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. In case
the governor shall not transmit the bill to the secretary, either with his approval or
with his objections, within five calendar days, Sundays and legal holidays excepted,
after the same shall have been presented to him, it shall be a law at the expiration
of that period; except that, if the general assembly shall then have adjourned any
regular or special session, the bill shall be a law unless the governor shall, within
fifteen calendar days after the same has been presented to him, transmit it to the
secretary with his objections, in which case it shall not be a law unless such bill is
reconsidered and repassed by the general assembly by at least a two-thirds vote of
the members of each house of the general assembly at the time of its reconvening.
(See Art. III of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 16. The governor shall have power to disapprove of any item or items of
any bill making appropriations of money embracing distinct items while at the
same time approving the remainder of the bill, and the part or parts of the bill
so approved shall become effective and the item or items of appropriations so
disapproved shall not take effect unless the same are separately reconsidered and
repassed in accordance with the rules and limitations prescribed for the passage of
bills over the executive veto. In all cases in which the governor shall exercise the
right of disapproval hereby conferred he shall append to the bill at the time of
signing it a statement of the item or items disapproved, together with his reasons
for such disapproval, and transmit the bill and such appended statement to the
secretary of the state. If the general assembly be then in session he shall forthwith
cause a copy of such statement to be delivered to the house in which the bill
originated for reconsideration of the disapproved items in conformity with the rules
prescribed for legislative action in respect to bills which have received executive
disapproval.

Sec. 17. The lieutenant-governor shall by virtue of his office, be president of the
senate, and have, when in committee of the whole, a right to debate, and when the
senate is equally divided, to give the casting vote.

Sec. 18. In case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from of-
fice of the governor, the lieutenant-governor shall, upon taking the oath of office
of governor, be governor of the state until another is chosen at the next regular
election for governor and is duly qualified. In case of the inability of the governor
to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office, or in case of his im-
peachment or of his absence from the state, the lieutenant-governor shall exercise
the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of gov-
ernor until the disability is removed or, if the governor has been impeached, he is
acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

(Sec. 18 amended in 1984. See Art. XXII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 19. If the lieutenant-governor succeeds to the office of governor, or if the
lieutenant-governor dies, resigns, refuses to serve or is removed from office, the
president pro tempore of the senate shall, upon taking the oath of office of lieu-
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tenant-governor, be lieutenant-governor of the state until another is chosen at the
next regular election for lieutenant-governor and is duly qualified. Within fifteen
days of the administration of such oath the senate, if the general assembly is in
session, shall elect one of its members president pro tempore. In case of the in-
ability of the lieutenant-governor to exercise the powers and perform the duties of
his office or in case of his impeachment or absence from the state, the president
pro tempore of the senate shall exercise the powers and authority and perform
the duties appertaining to the office of lieutenant-governor until the disability is
removed or, if the lieutenant-governor has been impeached, he is acquitted or, if
absent, he has returned.

Sec. 20. If, while the general assembly is not in session, there is a vacancy in
the office of president pro tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state shall
within fifteen days convene the senate for the purpose of electing one of its mem-
bers president pro tempore.

Sec. 21. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the governor, the
governor-elect shall have died or shall have failed to qualify, the lieutenant-gov-
ernor-elect, after taking the oath of office of lieutenant-governor, may qualify as
governor, and, upon so qualifying, shall become governor. The general assembly
may by law provide for the case in which neither the governor-elect nor the lieu-
tenant-governor-elect shall have qualified, by declaring who shall, in such event, act
as governor or the manner in which the person who is so to act shall be selected,
and such person shall act accordingly until a governor or a lieutenant-governor
shall have qualified.

Sec. 22. The treasurer shall receive all monies belonging to the state, and dis-
burse the same only as he may be directed by law. He shall pay no warrant, or
order for the disbursement of public money, until the same has been registered in
the office of the comptroller.

Sec. 23. The secretary of the state shall have the safe keeping and custody of the
public records and documents, and particularly of the acts, resolutions and orders
of the general assembly, and record the same; and perform all such duties as shall
be prescribed by law. He shall be the keeper of the seal of the state, which shall
not be altered.

Sec. 24. The comptroller shall adjust and settle all public accounts and demands,
except grants and orders of the general assembly. He shall prescribe the mode of
keeping and rendering all public accounts. He shall, ex officio, be one of the audi-
tors of the accounts of the treasurer. The general assembly may assign to him other
duties in relation to his office, and to that of the treasurer, and shall prescribe the
manner in which his duties shall be performed.

Sec. 25. Sheriffs shall be elected in the several counties, on the Tuesday after the
first Monday of November, 1966, and quadrennially thereafter, for the term of four
years, commencing on the first day of June following their election. They shall
become bound with sufficient sureties to the treasurer of the state, for the faithful
discharge of the duties of their office. They shall be removable by the general as-
sembly. In case the sheriff of any county shall die or resign, or shall be removed
from office by the general assembly, the governor may fill the vacancy occasioned
thereby, until the same shall be filled by the general assembly.

(Sec. 25 amended in 2000. See Art. XXX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEc. 26. A statement of all receipts, payments, funds, and debts of the state, shall
be published from time to time, in such manner and at such periods, as shall be
prescribed by law.

(New Section added in 1984. See Art. XXIII of Amendments to the Constitution of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE FIFTH.*
OF THE JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, a
superior court, and such lower courts as the general assembly shall, from time to
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time, ordain and establish. The powers and jurisdiction of these courts shall be
defined by law.

(Sec. 1 amended in 1982. See Art. XX. SEC. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

Sec. 2. The judges of the supreme court and of the superior court shall, upon
nomination by the governor, be appointed by the general assembly in such manner
as shall by law be prescribed. They shall hold their offices for the term of eight
years, but may be removed by impeachment. The governor shall also remove them
on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly.

(See Art. XI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of  Connecticut.)
(Sec. 2 amended in 1982. See Art. XX, SEC. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

Sec. 3. Judges of the lower courts shall, upon nomination by the governor, be
appointed by the general assembly in such manner as shall by law be prescribed,
for terms of four years.

Sec. 4. Judges of probate shall be elected by the electors residing in their re-
spective districts on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November, 1966, and
quadrennially thereafter, and shall hold office for four years from and after the
Wednesday after the first Monday of the next succeeding January.

Sec. 5. Justices of the peace for the several towns in the state shall be elected by
the electors in such towns; and the time and manner of their election, the number
for each town, the period for which they shall hold their offices and their jurisdic-
tion shall be prescribed by law.

(Sec. 5 repealed in 1974. See Art. VIII, SEC. 1 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)

Sec. 6. No judge or justice of the peace shall be eligible to hold his office after
he shall arrive at the age of seventy years, except that a chief justice or judge of
the supreme court, a judge of the superior court, or a judge of the court of com-
mon pleas, who has attained the age of seventy years and has become a state ref-
eree may exercise, as shall be prescribed by law, the powers of the superior court
or court of common pleas on matters referred to him as a state referee.

(Sec. 6 amended in 1974. See Art. VIII, SEC. 2 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)
*(Art. Fifth amended in 1976. See Art. XI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE SIXTH.*
OF THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS.

Sec. 1. Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of twenty-one
years, who has resided in the town in which he offers himself to be admitted to
the privileges of an elector at least six months next preceding the time he so offers
himself, who is able to read in the English language any article of the constitution
or any section of the statutes of the state, and who sustains a good moral char-
acter, shall, on his taking such oath as may be prescribed by law, be an elector.
(Sec. 1. amended in 1976. See Art. IX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut. See
Art. XXVI of Amendments to the Constitution of the United States of America.)

Sec. 2. The qualifications of electors as set forth in Section 1 of this article shall
be decided at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law.

Sec. 3. The general assembly shall by law prescribe the offenses on conviction
of which the privileges of an elector shall be forfeited and the conditions on which
and methods by which such rights may be restored.

(Sec. 3 amended in 1974. See Art. VII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 4. Laws shall be made to support the privilege of free suffrage, prescribing
the manner of regulating and conducting meetings of the electors, and prohibiting,
under adequate penalties, all undue influence therein, from power, bribery, tumult
and other improper conduct.

Sec. 5. In all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general assem-
bly, the votes of the electors shall be by ballot, either written or printed, except



CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 29

that voting machines or other mechanical devices for voting may be used in all
elections in the state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. The
right of secret voting shall be preserved. At every election where candidates are
listed by party designation and where voting machines or other mechanical devices
are used, each elector shall be able at his option to vote for candidates for office
under a single party designation by operating a straight ticket device, or to vote for
candidates individually after first operating a straight ticket device, or to vote for
candidates individually without first operating a straight ticket device.

(Sec. 5 amended in 1986. See Art. XXIV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 6. At all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general assem-
bly, the electors shall be privileged from arrest, during their attendance upon, and
going to, and returning from the same, on any civil process.

Sec. 7. The general assembly may provide by law for voting in the choice of
any officer to be elected or upon any question to be voted on at an election by
qualified voters of the state who are unable to appear at the polling place on the
day of election because of absence from the city or town of which they are inhab-
itants or because of sickness, or physical disability or because the tenets of their
religion forbid secular activity.

Sec. 8. The general assembly may provide by law for the admission as electors
in absentia of members of the armed forces, the United States merchant marine,
members of religious or welfare groups or agencies attached to and serving with
the armed forces and civilian employees of the United States, and the spouses and
dependents of such persons.

(Sec. 8 amended in 1992. See Art. XXVII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

SEc. 9. Any person admitted as an elector in any town shall, if he removes to
another town, have the privileges of an elector in such other town after residing
therein for six months. The general assembly shall prescribe by law the manner in
which evidence of the admission of an elector and of the duration of his current
residence shall be furnished to the town to which he removes.

(Sec. 9 repealed in 1980. See Art. XIII of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 10. Every elector shall be eligible to any office in the state, except in cases
provided for in this constitution.

(Sec. 10 amended in 1970. See Art. II, SEC. 3 of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)
F(Art. Sixth amended in 1976. See Art. X of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE SEVENTH.
OF RELIGION.

It being the right of all men to worship the Supreme Being, the Great Creator
and Preserver of the Universe, and to render that worship in a mode consistent
with the dictates of their consciences, no person shall by law be compelled to join
or support, nor be classed or associated with, any congregation, church or reli-
gious association. No preference shall be given by law to any religious society or
denomination in the state. Each shall have and enjoy the same and equal powers,
rights and privileges, and may support and maintain the ministers or teachers of
its society or denomination, and may build and repair houses for public worship.

ARTICLE EIGHTH.
OF EDUCATION.

Sec. 1. There shall always be free public elementary and secondary schools in
the state. The general assembly shall implement this principle by appropriate leg-
islation.

Sec. 2. The state shall maintain a system of higher education, including The
University of Connecticut, which shall be dedicated to excellence in higher edu-
cation. The general assembly shall determine the size, number, terms and method
of appointment of the governing boards of The University of Connecticut and of
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such constituent units or coordinating bodies in the system as from time to time
may be established.

Sec. 3. The charter of Yale College, as modified by agreement with the corpora-
tion thereof, in pursuance of an act of the general assembly, passed in May, 1792,
is hereby confirmed.

Sec. 4. The fund, called the SCHOOL FUND, shall remain a perpetual fund, the
interest of which shall be inviolably appropriated to the support and encouragement
of the public schools throughout the state, and for the equal benefit of all the peo-
ple thereof. The value and amount of said fund shall be ascertained in such manner
as the general assembly may prescribe, published, and recorded in the comptroller’s
office; and no law shall ever be made, authorizing such fund to be diverted to any
other use than the encouragement and support of public schools, among the several
school societies, as justice and equity shall require.

ARTICLE NINTH.

OF IMPEACHMENTS.

Sec. 1. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of impeaching.

Sec. 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting for that pur-
pose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. No person shall be convicted without
the concurrence of at least two-thirds of the members present. When the governor
is impeached, the chief justice shall preside.

Sec. 3. The governor, and all other executive and judicial officers, shall be liable
to impeachment; but judgments in such cases shall not extend further than to re-
moval from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust or profit
under the state. The party convicted, shall, nevertheless, be liable and subject to
indictment, trial and punishment according to law.

Sec. 4. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it, or
adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted
of treason, unless on the testimony of at least two witnesses to the same overt act,
or on confession in open court. No conviction of treason, or attainder, shall work
corruption of blood, or forfeiture.

ARTICLE TENTH.
OF HOME RULE.

Sec. 1. The general assembly shall by general law delegate such legislative au-
thority as from time to time it deems appropriate to towns, cities and boroughs
relative to the powers, organization, and form of government of such political sub-
divisions. The general assembly shall from time to time by general law determine
the maximum terms of office of the various town, city and borough elective offices.
After July 1, 1969, the general assembly shall enact no special legislation relative
to the powers, organization, terms of elective offices or form of government of any
single town, city or borough, except as to (a) borrowing power, (b) validating acts,
and (c) formation, consolidation or dissolution of any town, city or borough, unless
in the delegation of legislative authority by general law the general assembly shall
have failed to prescribe the powers necessary to effect the purpose of such special
legislation.

Sec. 2. The general assembly may prescribe the methods by which towns, cities
and boroughs may establish regional governments and the methods by which towns,
cities, boroughs and regional governments may enter into compacts. The general
assembly shall prescribe the powers, organization, form, and method of dissolution
of any government so established.
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ARTICLE ELEVENTH.
GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 1. Members of the general assembly, and all officers, executive and judicial,
shall, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, take the following
oath or affirmation, to wit:

You do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that you will support the
constitution of the United States, and the constitution of the state of Connecticut,
so long as you continue a citizen thereof; and that you will faithfully discharge,
according to law, the duties of the office of........... to the best of your abilities. So
help you God.

Sec. 2. Neither the general assembly nor any county, city, borough, town or
school district shall have power to pay or grant any extra compensation to any
public officer, employee, agent or servant, or increase the compensation of any
public officer or employee, to take effect during the continuance in office of any
person whose salary might be increased thereby, or increase the pay or compensa-
tion of any public contractor above the amount specified in the contract.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1982. See Art. XIX of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 3. In order to insure continuity in operation of state and local governments
in a period of emergency resulting from disaster caused by enemy attack, the gen-
eral assembly shall provide by law for the prompt and temporary succession to
the powers and duties of all public offices, the incumbents of which may become
unavailable for carrying on their powers and duties.

Sec. 4. Claims against the state shall be resolved in such manner as may be
provided by law.

Sec. 5. The rights and duties of all corporations shall remain as if this constitu-
tion had not been adopted; with the exception of such regulations and restrictions
as are contained in this constitution. All laws not contrary to, or inconsistent with,
the provisions of this constitution shall remain in force, until they shall expire by
their own limitation, or shall be altered or repealed by the general assembly, in
pursuance of this constitution. The validity of all bonds, debts, contracts, as well
of individuals as of bodies corporate, or the state, of all suits, actions, or rights
of action, both in law and equity, shall continue as if no change had taken place.
All officers filling any office by election or appointment shall continue to exercise
the duties thereof, according to their respective commissions or appointments, until
their offices shall have been abolished or their successors selected and qualified in
accordance with this constitution or the laws enacted pursuant thereto.

ARTICLE TWELFTH.*
OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the senate
or house of representatives. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll call
by a yea vote of at least a majority, but by less than three-fourths, of the total
membership of each house, shall be published with the laws which may have been
passed at the same session and be continued to the regular session of the general
assembly elected at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first
Monday of November in the next even-numbered year. An amendment so proposed,
approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths of the total mem-
bership of each house, or any amendment which, having been continued from the
previous general assembly, is again approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at
least a majority of the total membership of each house, shall, by the secretary of
the state, be transmitted to the town clerk in each town in the state, whose duty
it shall be to present the same to the electors thereof for their consideration at the
general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November
in the next even-numbered year. If it shall appear, in a manner to be provided by
law, that a majority of the electors present and voting on such amendment at such
election shall have approved such amendment, the same shall be valid, to all in-
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tents and purposes, as a part of this constitution. Electors voting by absentee ballot
under the provisions of the statutes shall be considered to be present and voting.

*(Art. Twelfth amended in 1974. See Art. VI of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecti-
cut.)

ARTICLE THIRTEENTH.
OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS.

Sec. 1. The general assembly may, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least
two-thirds of the total membership of each house, provide for the convening of a
constitutional convention to amend or revise the constitution of the state not earlier
than ten years from the date of convening any prior convention.

Sec. 2. The question “Shall there be a Constitutional Convention to amend or
revise the Constitution of the State?” shall be submitted to all the electors of the
state at the general election held on the Tuesday after the first Monday in No-
vember in the even-numbered year next succeeding the expiration of a period of
twenty years from the date of convening of the last convention called to revise
or amend the constitution of the state, including the Constitutional Convention of
1965, or next succeeding the expiration of a period of twenty years from the date
of submission of such a question to all electors of the state, whichever date shall
last occur. If a majority of the electors voting on the question shall signify “yes”,
the general assembly shall provide for such convention as provided in Section 3
of this article.

Sec. 3. In providing for the convening of a constitutional convention to amend
or revise the constitution of the state the general assembly shall, upon roll call, by
a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the total membership of each house, prescribe
by law the manner of selection of the membership of such convention, the date of
convening of such convention, which shall be not later than one year from the date
of the roll call vote under Section 1 of this article or one year from the date of
the election under Section 2 of this article, as the case may be, and the date for
final adjournment of such convention.

Sec. 4. Proposals of any constitutional convention to amend or revise the consti-
tution of the state shall be submitted to all the electors of the state not later than
two months after final adjournment of the convention, either as a whole or in such
parts and with such alternatives as the convention may determine. Any proposal of
the convention to amend or revise the constitution of the state submitted to such
electors in accordance with this section and approved by a majority of such elec-
tors voting on the question shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part
of this constitution. Such proposals when so approved shall take effect thirty days
after the date of the vote thereon unless otherwise provided in the proposal.

ARTICLE FOURTEENTH.
OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS CONSTITUTION.
This proposed constitution, submitted by the Constitutional Convention of 1965,
shall become the constitution of the state of Connecticut upon approval by the
people and proclamation by the governor as provided by law.

Approved at referendum on December 14, 1965; proclaimed by the Governor as adopted on December
30, 1965.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

ARTICLE I

Section 1 of article fourth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: A
general election for governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of the state, treasurer,
comptroller and attorney general shall be held on the Tuesday after the first Mon-
day of November, 1974, and quadrennially thereafter.

Adopted November 25, 1970.

ARTICLE II.

Sec. 1. Section 3 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more than fifty mem-
bers, each of whom shall have attained the age of twenty-one years and be an
elector residing in the senatorial district from which he is elected. Each senatorial
district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than one senator.
(Sec. 1 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 2. Section 4 of said article third is amended to read as follows: The house
of representatives shall consist of not less than one hundred twenty-five and not
more than two hundred twenty-five members, each of whom shall have attained the
age of twenty-one years and be an elector residing in the assembly district from
which he is elected. Each assembly district shall be contiguous as to territory and
shall elect no more than one representative. For the purpose of forming assembly
districts no town shall be divided except for the purpose of forming assembly dis-
tricts wholly within the town.

(Sec. 2 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

Sec. 3. Section 10 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: Every elector who has attained the age of twenty-one years shall be eligible
to any office in the state, but no person who has not attained the age of twen-
ty-one shall be eligible therefor, except in cases provided for in this constitution.

Adopted November 25, 1970.
(Sec. 3 amended in 1980. See Art. XV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE III.

Section 2 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as follows: There
shall be a regular session of the general assembly on the Wednesday following
the first Monday of January in the odd-numbered years and on the Wednesday
following the first Monday of February in the even-numbered years, and at such
other times as the general assembly shall judge necessary; but the person admin-
istering the office of governor may, on special emergencies, convene the general
assembly at any other time. All regular and special sessions of the general assem-
bly shall be held at Hartford, but the person administering the office of governor
may, in case of special emergency, convene the assembly at any other place in the
state. The general assembly shall adjourn each regular session in the odd-numbered
years not later than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in June and in the
even-numbered years not later than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in
May and shall adjourn each special session upon completion of its business. If any
bill passed by any regular or special session or any appropriation item described
in Section 16 of Article Fourth has been disapproved by the governor prior to its
adjournment, and has not been reconsidered by the assembly, or is so disapproved
after such adjournment, the secretary of the state shall reconvene the general as-
sembly on the second Monday after the last day on which the governor is autho-
rized to transmit or has transmitted every bill to the secretary with his objections
pursuant to Section 15 of Article Fourth of this constitution, whichever occurs first;
provided if such Monday falls on a legal holiday the general assembly shall be
reconvened on the next following day. The reconvened session shall be for the sole
purpose of reconsidering and, if the assembly so desires, repassing such bills. The



34 AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT

general assembly shall adjourn sine die not later than three days following its re-
convening. In the even year session the general assembly shall consider no business
other than budgetary, revenue and financial matters, bills and resolutions raised by
committees of the general assembly and those matters certified in writing by the
speaker of the house of representatives and president pro tempore of the senate to
be of an emergency nature.

Adopted November 25, 1970.

ARTICLE IV.

Section 19 of article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows: The
right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, the number of such jurors, which shall
not be less than six, to be established by law; but no person shall, for a capital
offense, be tried by a jury of less than twelve jurors without his consent. In all civil
and criminal actions tried by a jury, the parties shall have the right to challenge
jurors peremptorily, the number of such challenges to be established by law. The
right to question each juror individually by counsel shall be inviolate.

Adopted December 22, 1972.

ARTICLE V.

Section 20 of article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows: No
person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be subjected to segrega-
tion or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his or her civil or political
rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry, national origin or sex.

Adopted November 27, 1974.
(Amended in 1984. See Art. XXI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE VL

Article Twelfth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: Amendments to
this constitution may be proposed by any member of the senate or house of rep-
resentatives. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of
at least a majority, but by less than three-fourths, of the total membership of each
house, shall be published with the laws which may have been passed at the same
session and be continued to the regular session of the general assembly elected at
the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of No-
vember in an even-numbered year. An amendment so proposed, approved upon roll
call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths of the total membership of each house,
or any amendment which, having been continued from the previous general assem-
bly, is again approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least a majority of the
total membership of each house, shall, by the secretary of the state, be transmitted
to the town clerk in each town in the state, whose duty it shall be to present the
same to the electors thereof for their consideration at the next general election to
be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November in an even-numbered
year. If it shall appear, in a manner to be provided by law, that a majority of
the electors present and voting on such amendment at such election shall have
approved such amendment, the same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as
a part of this constitution. Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions
of the statutes shall be considered to be present and voting.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE VIIL

Section 3 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: The
general assembly shall by law prescribe the offenses on conviction of which the
right to be an elector and the privileges of an elector shall be forfeited and the
conditions on which and methods by which such rights may be restored.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE VIIL
Sec. 1. Section 5 of article fifth of the constitution is repealed.
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SEc. 2. Section 6 of said article fifth is amended to read as follows: No judge
shall be eligible to hold his office after he shall arrive at the age of seventy years,
except that a chief justice or judge of the supreme court, a judge of the superior
court, or a judge of the court of common pleas, who has attained the age of sev-
enty years and has become a state referee may exercise, as shall be prescribed by
law, the powers of the superior court or court of common pleas on matters referred
to him as a state referee.

Adopted November 27, 1974.

ARTICLE IX.

Section 1 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: Ev-
ery citizen of the United States who has attained the age of eighteen years, who
is a bona fide resident of the town in which he seeks to be admitted as an elector
and who takes such oath, if any, as may be prescribed by law, shall be qualified
to be an elector.

Adopted November 24, 1976.

ARTICLE X.
Article sixth of the constitution is amended by adding the following section:

Sec. 11. Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or
before the day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector within
the period of four months prior to such election, at such times and in such manner
as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified, shall become an elector on the day
of his or her eighteenth birthday.

Adopted November 24, 1976; amended in 1980. (See Art. XIV of Amendments to the Constitution of the
State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XI

Article fifth of the constitution is amended by adding a new section to read as
follows:

Sec. 7. In addition to removal by impeachment and removal by the governor
on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly, judges of all
courts, except those courts to which judges are elected, may, in such manner as
shall by law be prescribed, be removed or suspended by the supreme court. The
general assembly may establish a judicial review council which may also, in such
manner as shall by law be prescribed, censure any such judge or suspend any such
judge for a definite period not longer than one year.

Adopted November 24, 1976.

ARTICLE XII.
Section 6 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 6. a. The assembly and senatorial districts as now established by law shall
continue until the regular session of the general assembly next after the completion
of the next census of the United States. On or before the fifteenth day of Feb-
ruary next following the completion of the decennial census of the United States,
the general assembly shall appoint a reapportionment committee consisting of four
members of the senate, two who shall be designated by the president pro tempore
of the senate and two who shall be designated by the minority leader of the sen-
ate, and four members of the house of representatives, two who shall be designated
by the speaker of the house of representatives and two who shall be designated by
the minority leader of the house of representatives, provided there are members of
no more than two political parties in either the senate or the house of representa-
tives. In the event that there are members of more than two political parties in a
house of the general assembly, all members of that house belonging to the parties
other than that of the president pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the
house of representatives, as the case may be, shall select one of their number, who
shall designate two members of the commission in lieu of the designation by the
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minority leader of that house. Such committee shall advise the general assembly
on matters of apportionment. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a yea
vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, enact such plan of
districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of representation in
accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter the general assem-
bly shall decennially at its next regular session following the completion of the
census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds
of the membership of each house, enact such plan of districting as is necessary in
accordance with the provisions of this article.

b. If the general assembly fails to enact a plan of districting by the fifteenth day
of the May next following the completion of the decennial census of the United
States, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission designated by the pres-
ident pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the
minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house of represen-
tatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the commission, provided
that there are members of no more than two political parties in either the senate
or the house of representatives. In the event that there are members of more than
two political parties in a house of the general assembly, all members of that house
belonging to the parties other than that of the president pro tempore of the senate
or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the case may be, shall select
one of their number, who shall designate two members of the commission in lieu
of the designation by the minority leader of that house. The eight members of the
commission so designated shall within fifteen days select an elector of the state as
a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in accor-
dance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan of dis-
tricting to the secretary of the state by the first day of the September next succeed-
ing the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the secretary
unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission. Upon receiving
such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication,
such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the commission shall
fail to submit such a plan by the first day of September, the secretary of the state
shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the first day of September as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within forty-five
days of the date specified for any duty or within forty-five days after the filing
of a plan of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than
sixty days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with the sec-
retary of the state not later than the fifteenth day of December next following the
completion of the decennial census of the United States. Upon receiving such plan
the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of
districting shall have the full force of law.

Adopted November 24, 1976; amended in 1980. (See Art. XVI of Amendments to the Constitution of the
State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XIII.
Section 9 of article sixth of the constitution is repealed.
Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XIV.

Article tenth of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or before
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the day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector at such times
and in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified, shall become
an elector on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday.

Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XV.

Sec. 1. Section 1 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows: The senate shall consist of not less than thirty and not more
than fifty members, each of whom shall have attained the age of eighteen years
and be an elector residing in the senatorial district from which he is elected. Each
senatorial district shall be contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than
one senator.

Sec. 2. Section 2 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows: The house of representatives shall consist of not less than one
hundred twenty-five and not more than two hundred twenty-five members, each
of whom shall have attained the age of eighteen years and be an elector residing
in the assembly district from which he is elected. Each assembly district shall be
contiguous as to territory and shall elect no more than one representative. For the
purpose of forming assembly districts no town shall be divided except for the pur-
pose of forming assembly districts wholly within the town.

Sec. 3. Section 3 of article two of the amendments to the constitution is amended
to read as follows: Every elector who has attained the age of eighteen years shall
be eligible to any office in the state, but no person who has not attained the age of
eighteen shall be eligible therefor, except in cases provided for in this constitution.
Adopted November 26, 1980.

ARTICLE XVIL

Sec. 1. Section 5 of article third of the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: The establishment of congressional districts and of districts in the general
assembly shall be consistent with federal constitutional standards.

Sec. 2. Article twelve of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read
as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now es-
tablished by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who shall
be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of the house
of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader of the house
of representatives, provided there are members of no more than two political par-
ties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly, all
members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president pro
tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the case
may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members of the
committee in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house. Such
committee shall advise the general assembly on matters of apportionment. Upon the
filing of a report of such committee with the clerk of the house of representatives
and the clerk of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives and the
president pro tempore of the senate shall, if the general assembly is not in regular
session, convene the general assembly in special session for the sole purpose of
adopting a plan of districting. Upon the request of the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives and the president pro tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state
shall give notice of such special session by mailing a true copy of the call of such
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special session, by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each
member of the house of representatives and of the senate at his or her address
as it appears upon the records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than
fifteen days prior to the date of convening of such special session or by causing a
true copy of the call to be delivered to each member by a sheriff, deputy sheriff,
constable, state policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to
the time of convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon
roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house,
adopt such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment
of representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter
the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special session
called for the purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the completion
of the taking of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of
at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting
as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this article.

b. If the general assembly fails to adopt a plan of districting by the first day of
the August next following the year in which the decennial census of the United
States is taken, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission designated by
the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives,
the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house of represen-
tatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the commission, provided
that there are members of no more than two political parties in either the senate
or the house of representatives. In the event that there are members of more than
two political parties in a house of the general assembly, all members of that house
belonging to the parties other than that of the president pro tempore of the senate
or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the case may be, shall select
one of their number, who shall designate two members of the commission in lieu
of the designation by the minority leader of that house. The eight members of the
commission so designated shall within thirty days select an elector of the state as
a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in accor-
dance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan of district-
ing to the secretary of the state by the thirtieth day of the October next succeeding
the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the secretary unless
it is certified by at least five members of the commission. Upon receiving such plan
the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of
districting shall have the full force of law. If the commission shall fail to submit
such a plan by the thirtieth day of October, the secretary of the state shall forthwith
so notify the chief justice of the supreme court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the thirtieth day of October as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within thirty days
of the date specified for any duty or within thirty days after the filing of a plan
of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than forty-five
days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with the secretary
of the state not later than the fifteenth day of January next following the time for
submission of a plan of districting by the commission. Upon receiving such plan
the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of
districting shall have the full force of law.

Adopted November 26, 1980.
(Sec. 2 Amended in 1990. See Article XXVI of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Con-
necticut.)
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ARTICLE XVIIL

Section 8 of the article first of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by himself
and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be
confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process to obtain
witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security, except in
capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great; and in all
prosecutions by information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial jury. No per-
son shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be deprived of life,
liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall excessive bail be required
nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held to answer for any crime,
punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless upon probable cause shown at
a hearing in accordance with procedures prescribed by law, except in the armed
forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XVIIIL

Article second of the constitution is amended to read as follows: The powers
of government shall be divided into three distinct departments, and each of them
confided to a separate magistracy, to wit, those which are legislative, to one; those
which are executive, to another; and those which are judicial, to another. The leg-
islative department may delegate regulatory authority to the executive department;
except that any administrative regulation of any agency of the executive department
may be disapproved by the general assembly or a committee thereof in such man-
ner as shall by law be prescribed.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XIX.

Section 2 of the article eleventh of the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: Except as provided in this section, neither the state nor any political sub-
division of the state shall pay or grant to any elected official of the state or any
political subdivision of the state, any compensation greater than the amount of
compensation set at the beginning of such official’s term of office for the office
which such official holds or increase the pay or compensation of any public con-
tractor above the amount specified in the contract. The provisions of this section
shall not apply to elected officials in towns in which the legislative body is the
town meeting. The compensation of an elected official of a political subdivision
of the state whose term of office is four years or more may be increased once
after such official has completed two years of his term by the legislative body
of such political subdivision. The term “compensation” means, with respect to an
elected official, such official’s salary, exclusive of reimbursement for necessary ex-
penses or any other benefit to which his office would entitle him.

Adopted November 24, 1982.

ARTICLE XX.

Sec. 1. Section 1 of article fifth of the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: The judicial power of the state shall be vested in a supreme court, an appel-
late court, a superior court, and such lower courts as the general assembly shall,
from time to time, ordain and establish. The powers and jurisdiction of these courts
shall be defined by law.

Sec. 2. Section 2 of article fifth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
The judges of the supreme court, of the appellate court and of the superior court
shall, upon nomination by the governor, be appointed by the general assembly in
such manner as shall by law be prescribed. They shall hold their offices for the
term of eight years, but may be removed by impeachment. The governor shall also
remove them on the address of two-thirds of each house of the general assembly.
Adopted November 24, 1982.
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(Sec. 2 amended in 1986. See Art. XXV of Amendments to the Constitution of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XXI.

Article fifth of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as fol-
lows: No person shall be denied the equal protection of the law nor be subjected
to segregation or discrimination in the exercise or enjoyment of his or her civil
or political rights because of religion, race, color, ancestry, national origin, sex or
physical or mental disability.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXII.
Section 18 of article fourth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

a. In case of the death, resignation, refusal to serve or removal from office of the
governor, the lieutenant-governor shall, upon taking the oath of office of governor,
be governor of the State until another is chosen at the next regular election for
governor and is duly qualified.

b. In case of the impeachment of the governor or of his absence from the State,
the lieutenant-governor shall exercise the powers and authority and perform the
duties appertaining to the office of governor until, if the governor has been im-
peached, he is acquitted or, if absent, he has returned.

c. Whenever the governor transmits to the lieutenant-governor his written declara-
tion that he is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office,
and until the governor transmits to the lieutenant-governor a written declaration to
the contrary, the lieutenant-governor shall exercise the powers and authority and
perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor as acting governor.

d. In the absence of a written declaration of incapacity by the governor, when-
ever the lieutenant-governor or a majority of the members of the Council on Gu-
bernatorial Incapacity transmits to the Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity a written
declaration that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of his office, the Council shall convene within forty-eight hours after the re-
ceipt of such written declaration to determine if the governor is unable to exercise
the powers and perform the duties of his office. If the Council, within fourteen
days after it is required to convene, determines by two-thirds vote that the governor
is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his office, it shall trans-
mit a written declaration to that effect to the president pro tempore of the Senate
and the speaker of the House of Representatives and to the lieutenant-governor and
the lieutenant-governor, upon receipt of such declaration, shall exercise the powers
and authority and discharge the duties appertaining to the office of the governor
as acting governor; otherwise, the governor shall continue to exercise the powers
and discharge the duties of his office. Upon receipt by the president pro tempore
of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives of such a written
declaration from the Council, the General Assembly shall, in accordance with its
rules, decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not
in session. If the General Assembly, within twenty-one days after receipt of the
written declaration or, if the General Assembly is not in session, within twenty-one
days after the General Assembly is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds
vote of each house that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and dis-
charge the duties of his office, the lieutenant-governor shall continue to exercise the
powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor;
otherwise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

e. In the absence of a written declaration of incapacity by the governor and in
an emergency, when the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the
duties of his office and the business of the State requires the immediate exercise of
those powers and performance of those duties, the lieutenant-governor shall trans-
mit to the Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity a written declaration to that effect
and thereupon shall exercise the powers and authority and discharge the duties
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appertaining to the office of governor as acting governor. The Council shall con-
vene or the members of the Council shall otherwise communicate with each other
collectively within twenty-four hours after the receipt of such written declaration to
determine if the governor is unable to exercise the powers and perform the duties
of his office. If the Council, within fourteen days after it is required to convene,
determines by two-thirds vote that the governor is unable to exercise the powers
and perform the duties of his office, it shall transmit a written declaration to that
effect to the president pro tempore of the Senate and the speaker of the House
of Representatives and to the lieutenant-governor and the lieutenant-governor shall
continue to exercise the powers and authority and perform the duties appertaining
to the office of governor as acting governor; otherwise, the governor shall resume
the powers and duties of his office. Upon receipt by the president pro tempore of
the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives of such a written dec-
laration from the Council, the General Assembly shall, in accordance with its rules,
decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in ses-
sion. If the General Assembly, within twenty-one days after receipt of the written
declaration or, if the General Assembly is not in session, within twenty-one days
after the General Assembly is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote
of each house that the governor is unable to exercise the powers and discharge the
duties of his office, the lieutenant-governor shall continue to exercise the powers
and authority and perform the duties appertaining to the office of governor; other-
wise, the governor shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

f. Whenever the governor transmits to the president pro tempore of the Senate
and the speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no
inability exists he shall resume the powers and duties of his office upon the deter-
mination by a majority vote of each house of the General Assembly, in accordance
with its rules, that he is able to exercise the powers and perform the duties of his
office.

g. There shall be a Council on Gubernatorial Incapacity, the membership, pro-
cedures and terms of office of the members of which the General Assembly shall
establish by law.

h. The Supreme Court shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction to adjudicate
disputes or questions arising under this section.
Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXIII.

Article fourth of the constitution is amended by adding a new section to read
as follows: There shall be established within the executive department a division
of criminal justice which shall be in charge of the investigation and prosecution of
all criminal matters. Said division shall include the chief state’s attorney, who shall
be its administrative head, and the state’s attorneys for each judicial district, which
districts shall be established by law. The prosecutorial power of the state shall be
vested in a chief state’s attorney and the state’s attorney for each judicial district.
The chief state’s attorney shall be appointed as prescribed by law. There shall be
a commission composed of the chief state’s attorney and six members appointed
by the governor and confirmed by the General Assembly, two of whom shall be
judges of the Superior Court. Said commission shall appoint a state’s attorney for
each judicial district and such other attorneys as prescribed by law.

Adopted November 28, 1984.

ARTICLE XXIV.

Section 5 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:

In all elections of officers of the state, or members of the general assembly, the
votes of the electors shall be by ballot, either written or printed, except that voting
machines or other mechanical devices for voting may be used in all elections in
the state, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. No voting machine
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or device used at any state or local election shall be equipped with a straight ticket
device. The right of secret voting shall be preserved.
Adopted November 19, 1986.

ARTICLE XXV.

Section 2 of article twenty of the amendments to the constitution is amended to
read as follows:

Judges of all courts, except those courts to which judges are elected, shall be
nominated by the governor exclusively from candidates submitted by the judicial
selection commission. The commission shall seek and recommend qualified candi-
dates in such numbers as shall by law be prescribed. Judges so nominated shall be
appointed by the general assembly in such manner as shall by law be prescribed.
They shall hold their offices for the term of eight years, but may be removed by
impeachment. The governor shall also remove them on the address of two-thirds of
each house of the general assembly and the supreme court may also remove them
as is provided by law.

Adopted November 19, 1986.

ARTICLE XXVL

Section 2 of article sixteen of the amendments to the constitution is amended to
read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now es-
tablished by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who shall
be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of the house
of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader of the house
of representatives, provided there are members of no more than two political par-
ties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly, all
members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president pro
tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the case
may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members of the
committee in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house. Such
committee shall advise the general assembly on matters of apportionment. Upon the
filing of a report of such committee with the clerk of the house of representatives
and the clerk of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives and the
president pro tempore of the senate shall, if the general assembly is not in regular
session, convene the general assembly in special session for the sole purpose of
adopting a plan of districting. Upon the request of the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives and the president pro tempore of the senate, the secretary of the state
shall give notice of such special session by mailing a true copy of the call of such
special session, by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to each
member of the house of representatives and of the senate at his or her address
as it appears upon the records of said secretary not less than ten nor more than
fifteen days prior to the date of convening of such special session or by causing a
true copy of the call to be delivered to each member by a sheriff, deputy sheriff,
constable, state policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to
the time of convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon
roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house,
adopt such plan of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment
of representation in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter
the general assembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special session
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called for the purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the completion
of the taking of the census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of
at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting
as is necessary in accordance with the provisions of this article.

b. If the general assembly fails to adopt a plan of districting by the fifteenth
day of the September next following the year in which the decennial census of the
United States is taken, the governor shall forthwith appoint a commission desig-
nated by the president pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives, the minority leader of the senate and the minority leader of the house
of representatives, each of whom shall designate two members of the commission,
provided that there are members of no more than two political parties in either
the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are members of
more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly, all members of
that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president pro tempore of
the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the case may be, shall
select one of their number, who shall designate two members of the commission
in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house. The eight members
of the commission so designated shall within thirty days select an elector of the
state as a ninth member.

c. The commission shall proceed to consider the alteration of districts in ac-
cordance with the principles recited in this article and it shall submit a plan of
districting to the secretary of the state by the thirtieth day of the November next
succeeding the appointment of its members. No plan shall be submitted to the
secretary unless it is certified by at least five members of the commission. Upon
receiving such plan the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon pub-
lication, such plan of districting shall have the full force of law. If the commission
shall fail to submit such a plan by the thirtieth day of November, the secretary of
the state shall forthwith so notify the chief justice of the supreme court.

d. Original jurisdiction is vested in the supreme court to be exercised on the
petition of any registered voter whereby said court may compel the commission,
by mandamus or otherwise, to perform its duty or to correct any error made in
its plan of districting, or said court may take such other action to effectuate the
purposes of this article, including the establishing of a plan of districting if the
commission fails to file its plan of districting by the thirtieth day of November as
said court may deem appropriate. Any such petition shall be filed within thirty days
of the date specified for any duty or within thirty days after the filing of a plan
of districting. The supreme court shall render its decision not later than forty-five
days following the filing of such petition or shall file its plan with the secretary
of the state not later than the fifteenth day of February next following the time for
submission of a plan of districting by the commission. Upon receiving such plan
the secretary shall publish the same forthwith, and, upon publication, such plan of
districting shall have the full force of the law.

Adopted November 28, 1990; Amended in 2000. (See Article XXX of the Amendments to the Constitution
of the State of Connecticut.)

ARTICLE XXVII.
Section 8 of article sixth of the constitution is amended to read as follows:
The general assembly may provide by law for the absentee admission of electors.
Adopted November 25, 1992.

ARTICLE XXVIIIL
Article third of the constitution is amended by adding section 18 as follows:
Sec. 18 a. The amount of general budget expenditures authorized for any fiscal
year shall not exceed the estimated amount of revenue for such fiscal year.
b. The general assembly shall not authorize an increase in general budget ex-
penditures for any fiscal year above the amount of general budget expenditures
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authorized for the previous fiscal year by a percentage which exceeds the greater
of the percentage increase in personal income or the percentage increase in infla-
tion, unless the governor declares an emergency or the existence of extraordinary
circumstances and at least three-fifths of the members of each house of the gen-
eral assembly vote to exceed such limit for the purposes of such emergency or
extraordinary circumstances. The general assembly shall by law define “increase
in personal income”, “increase in inflation” and “general budget expenditures” for
the purposes of this section and may amend such definitions, from time to time,
provided general budget expenditures shall not include expenditures for the payment
of bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness. The enactment or amendment
of such definitions shall require the vote of three-fifths of the members of each
house of the general assembly.

c. Any unappropriated surplus shall be used to fund a budget reserve fund or for
the reduction of bonded indebtedness; or for any other purpose authorized by at
least three-fifths of the members of each house of the general assembly.

Adopted November 25, 1992.

ARTICLE XXIX.

Article seventeen of the amendments to the constitution is amended to read as
follows:

a. In all Criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to be heard by
himself and by counsel; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa-
tion; to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process
to obtain witnesses in his behalf; to be released on bail upon sufficient security,
except in capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great; and
in all prosecutions by information, to a speedy, public trial by an impartial jury.
No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself, nor be deprived
of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall excessive bail be
required nor excessive fines imposed. No person shall be held to answer for any
crime, punishable by death or life imprisonment, unless upon probable cause shown
at a hearing in accordance with procedures prescribed by law, except in the armed
forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.

b. In all criminal prosecutions, a victim, as the general assembly may define by
law, shall have the following rights: (1) the right to be treated with fairness and
respect throughout the criminal justice process; (2) the right to timely disposition
of the case following arrest of the accused, provided no right of the accused is
abridged; (3) the right to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the
criminal justice process; (4) the right to notification of court proceedings; (5) the
right to attend the trial and all other court proceedings the accused has the right to
attend, unless such person is to testify and the court determines that such person’s
testimony would be materially affected if such person hears other testimony; (6)
the right to communicate with the prosecution; (7) the right to object to or support
any plea agreement entered into by the accused and the prosecution and to make
a statement to the court prior to the acceptance by the court of the plea of guilty
or nolo contendere by the accused; (8) the right to make a statement to the court
at sentencing; (9) the right to restitution which shall be enforceable in the same
manner as any other cause of action or as otherwise provided by law; and (10) the
right to information about the arrest, conviction, sentence, imprisonment and release
of the accused. The general assembly shall provide by law for the enforcement
of this subsection. Nothing in this subsection or in any law enacted pursuant to
this subsection shall be construed as creating a basis for vacating a conviction or
ground for appellate relief in any criminal case.

Adopted November 27, 1996.

ARTICLE XXX.
Sec. 1. Section 25 of article fourth of the constitution is repealed.
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Sec. 2. Subsection a. of article twenty-sixth of the amendments to the constitution
is amended to read as follows:

a. The assembly and senatorial districts and congressional districts as now es-
tablished by law shall continue until the regular session of the general assembly
next after the completion of the taking of the next census of the United States.
On or before the fifteenth day of February next following the year in which the
decennial census of the United States is taken, the general assembly shall appoint
a reapportionment committee consisting of four members of the senate, two who
shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the senate and two who shall
be designated by the minority leader of the senate, and four members of the house
of representatives, two who shall be designated by the speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives and two who shall be designated by the minority leader of the house
of representatives, provided there are members of no more than two political par-
ties in either the senate or the house of representatives. In the event that there are
members of more than two political parties in a house of the general assembly,
all members of that house belonging to the parties other than that of the president
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of the house of representatives, as the
case may be, shall select one of their number, who shall designate two members
of the committee in lieu of the designation by the minority leader of that house.
Such committee shall advise the general assembly on matters of apportionment.
Upon the filing of a report of such committee with the clerk of the house of rep-
resentatives and the clerk of the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives
and the president pro tempore of the senate shall, if the general assembly is not
in regular session, convene the general assembly in special session for the sole
purpose of adopting a plan of districting. Upon the request of the speaker of the
house of representatives and the president pro tempore of the senate, the secretary
of the state shall give notice of such special session by mailing a true copy of
the call of such special session, by registered or certified mail, return receipt re-
quested, to each member of the house of representatives and of the senate at his
or her address as it appears upon the records of said secretary not less than ten
nor more than fifteen days prior to the date of convening of such special session or
by causing a true copy of the call to be delivered to each member by a constable,
state policeman or indifferent person at least twenty-four hours prior to the time of
convening of such special session. Such general assembly shall, upon roll call, by a
yea vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of each house, adopt such plan
of districting as is necessary to preserve a proper apportionment of representation
in accordance with the principles recited in this article. Thereafter the general as-
sembly shall decennially at its next regular session or special session called for the
purpose of adopting a plan of districting following the completion of the taking of
the census of the United States, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds
of the membership of each house, adopt such plan of districting as is necessary in
accordance with the provisions of this article.

Adopted November 29, 2000.

ARTICLE XXXI.

Article fourteenth of the amendments to the Constitution is amended to read as
follows:

Any citizen who will have attained the age of eighteen years on or before the
day of a regular election may apply for admission as an elector at such times and
in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and, if qualified, shall become an
elector on the day of his or her eighteenth birthday. Any citizen who has not yet
attained the age of eighteen years but who will have attained the age of eighteen
years on or before the day of a regular election, who is otherwise qualified to be

"Upon codification by the Legislative Commissioners, Article XXXIII of the Amendments to the Con-
stitution of the State of Connecticut was designated section 20 of Article Third of the Constitution. See
Article XXXII of the Amendments for the text of section 19 of Article Third.
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an elector and who has applied for admission as an elector in such manner as may
be prescribed by law, may vote in any primary election, in such manner as may be
prescribed by law, held for such regular election.

Adopted November 26, 2008.

ARTICLE XXXII.
Article third of the Constitution is amended by adding section 19 as follows:

Sec. 19. The Special Transportation Fund shall remain a perpetual fund. The
general assembly shall direct the resources of said fund solely for transportation
purposes, including the payment of debt service on obligations of the state in-
curred for transportation purposes. Sources of funds, moneys and receipts of the
state credited, deposited or transferred to said fund by state law on or after the
effective date of this amendment shall be credited, deposited or transferred to the
Special Transportation Fund, so long as such sources are authorized by statute to
be collected or received by the state, or any officer thereof, and the general assem-
bly shall enact no law authorizing the resources of said fund to be expended other
than for transportation purposes.

Adopted November 28, 2018.

ARTICLE XXXIII.!
Article third of the Constitution is amended by adding section 19 as follows:

Sec. 19. (a) The general assembly shall not enact any legislation requiring a state
agency to sell, transfer or otherwise dispose of any real property or interest in
real property that is under the custody or control of such agency to any person or
entity other than another state agency unless a committee of the general assembly
has held a public hearing regarding such sale, transfer or disposition of such prop-
erty or interest and the act of the general assembly requiring such sale, transfer or
disposition of real property or interest in real property is limited in subject matter
to provisions concerning such sale, transfer or disposition.

(b) In the case of real property or an interest in real property that is under the
custody or control of the Department of Agriculture or the Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection, or a successor agency of either department, in addi-
tion to complying with the requirements of subsection (a) of this section, any act
requiring the sale, transfer or disposition of such property or interest shall pass
upon roll call by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the total membership of each
house.

Adopted November 28, 2018.

ARTICLE XXXIV
Section 7 of article sixth of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 7. The general assembly may provide by law for voting in the choice of
any officer to be elected or upon any question to be voted on at an election by
qualified voters of the state who are unable to appear at the polling place on the
day of election because of absence from the city or town of which they are inhab-
itants or because of sickness or physical disability or because the tenets of their
religion forbid secular activity. The general assembly may further provide by law
for voting in person prior to the day of election in the choice of any officer to
be elected or upon any question to be voted on at an election by qualified voters
of the state.

Section 9 of article third of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 9. At all elections for members of the general assembly the presiding offi-
cers in the several towns shall count and declare the votes of the electors in open
meeting. The presiding officers shall make and certify duplicate lists of the persons
voted for, and of the number of votes for each. One list shall be delivered within
three days to the town clerk, and within ten days after such meeting, the other
shall be delivered to the secretary of the state.
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Section 4 of article fourth of the Constitution is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4. The votes at the election of state officers shall be counted and declared
in open meeting by the presiding officers in the several towns. The presiding of-
ficers shall make and certify duplicate lists of the persons voted for, and of the
number of votes for each. One list shall be delivered within three days to the
town clerk, and within ten days after such meeting, the other shall be delivered
to the secretary of the state. The votes so delivered shall be counted, canvassed
and declared by the treasurer, secretary, and comptroller, within the month of No-
vember. The vote for treasurer shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the
secretary and comptroller only; the vote for secretary shall be counted, canvassed
and declared by the treasurer and comptroller only; and the vote for comptroller
shall be counted, canvassed and declared by the treasurer and secretary only. A
fair list of the persons and number of votes given for each, together with the re-
turns of the presiding officers, shall be, by the treasurer, secretary and comptroller,
made and laid before the general assembly, then next to be held, on the first day
of the session thereof. In the election of governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary,
treasurer, comptroller and attorney general, the person found upon the count by the
treasurer, secretary and comptroller in the manner herein provided, to be made and
announced before December fifteenth of the year of the election, to have received
the greatest number of votes for each of such offices, respectively, shall be elected
thereto; provided, if the election of any of them shall be contested as provided by
statute, and if such a contest shall proceed to final judgment, the person found
by the court to have received the greatest number of votes shall be elected. If
two or more persons shall be found upon the count of the treasurer, secretary and
comptroller to have received an equal and the greatest number of votes for any of
said offices, and the election is not contested, the general assembly on the second
day of its session shall hold a joint convention of both houses, at which, without
debate, a ballot shall be taken to choose such officer from those persons who
received such a vote; and the balloting shall continue on that or subsequent days
until one of such persons is chosen by a majority vote of those present and voting.
The general assembly shall have power to enact laws regulating and prescribing the
order and manner of voting for such officers. The general assembly shall by law
prescribe the manner in which all questions concerning the election of a governor
or lieutenant-governor shall be determined.

Adopted November 30, 2022.
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NED LAMONT
GOVERNOR

Ned Lamont was sworn into office as the 89th governor of Connecticut on January 9,2019.
He is currently serving his second term as governor, which he began on January 4, 2023.

Lamont got involved in public service shortly after college, founding a weekly newspaper
in a town hit by the loss of its largest employer. Covering town meetings and the Board of
Selectmen, he helped to bring voice and transparency to a community working to recover
from job losses and reinvent itself. Later, as a member of both the Greenwich Board of
Selectmen and the Board of Estimate and Taxation, Lamont worked in a bipartisan effort to
safeguard a multimillion-dollar budget and deliver results for constituents. For four years,
Lamont also served as Chairman of the State Investment Advisory Council, overseeing a
multibillion-dollar state pension fund.

Lamont started his own company, taking on the large and established giants of the telecom
industry. Under his vision and stewardship, the company grew to serve over 400 of Ameri-
ca’s largest college campuses and 1 million college students across the nation.

As a volunteer teacher, Lamont sought to give back to his community by volunteering at
Harding High School in Bridgeport. In an effort to spark entrepreneurship, Lamont taught
students about the inner-workings of small businesses, bringing in local businesspeople to
share their own experiences, and helping to place students in local internships. Lamont is on
the faculty of Central Connecticut State University as an adjunct professor of political sci-
ence and philosophy, where he also helped to found a popular business start-up competition.
In early 2009, he helped lead an initiative to bring together Connecticut leaders from across
the business, nonprofit, and labor sectors to unite in a strategy to create new jobs in the state.

As a candidate for United States Senate in 2006, he stood up for his convictions and chal-
lenged the political establishment. Taking on long-time incumbent Joe Lieberman for the
Democratic nomination for United States Senate, Lamont campaigned on the platform that
wars in the Middle East were draining resources and attention that could be better focused on
pressing domestic issues like the economy, education, and healthcare. As a private citizen,
he fought for the issues in which he believes, serving on the boards of Mercy Corps and the
Conservation Services Group, non-profits which seek to make a difference in the humanitar-
ian and renewable energy fields, respectively.

Lamont was born on January 3, 1954, in Washington, D.C. to Camille Helene and Ed-
ward Miner Lamont. The eldest of three children, he attended Phillips Exeter Academy, and
served as president of the student newspaper, The Exonian. After graduating Phillips Exeter
in 1972, he earned a Bachelor of Arts in sociology from Harvard College in 1976 and a Mas-
ter of Business Administration from the Yale School of Management in 1980.

Lamont married his wife Annie on September 10, 1983. They have three children: Emily,
Lindsay, and Teddy.
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SUSAN BYSIEWICZ
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Sworn in on January 4, 2023, Susan Bysiewicz is serving her second term as Connecticut’s
109th Lieutenant Governor.

Lt. Gov. Bysiewicz’s and Gov. Ned Lamont’s first priority is to grow good-paying jobs and
investing in the state’s future.

Lt. Gov. Bysiewicz is continuing her commitment to economic growth that made her a
leading voice for Connecticut residents and small businesses while she served as Secretary
of the State from 1999 to 2011. As Secretary of the State, she helped thousands of businesses
grow, registered thousands of voters, cut bureaucratic red tape, honored veterans, and fought
to keep elections fair.

As a state representative in the Connecticut General Assembly, representing the towns
of Middletown, Middlefield, and Durham, Bysiewicz wrote legislation to ban dangerous
“drive-through” mastectomies and ensure that women being treated for breast cancer had
proper care. She also fought political patronage and wrote the law to ban lobbyists from
giving gifts to legislators.

As a business lawyer and a job creator, she has helped over sixty companies access mil-
lions of dollars in capital, expand their businesses, and create thousands of jobs in Connecti-
cut.

Lt. Gov. Bysiewicz was raised the proud granddaughter of immigrants who came to Con-
necticut from Poland and Greece with nothing but hopes for a better future. After many years
of factory work, they saved enough to buy a farm in Middletown that became Bysiewicz’s
childhood home. Growing up and working on the farm, she and her siblings learned the val-
ues of hard work, education, and persistence.

Lt. Gov. Bysiewicz graduated from Middletown High School, Yale University and Duke
Law School. She is the author of Ella: A Biography of Ella Grasso, Connecticut’s 83rd
governor.

Bysiewicz and her husband David Donaldson reside in Middletown.
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STEPHANIE THOMAS
SECRETARY OF THE STATE

Stephanie Thomas has spent her entire career in public service. Prior to her elec-
tion as Secretary of the State, she served as State Representative of Connecticut’s
143rd District—-Norwalk, Wilton, and Westport. As Vice-Chair of the Government
Administration and Elections Committee, Stephanie sponsored and helped pass a
variety of voter-focused bills, like automatic voter registration, resolutions to ad-
vance early voting, and universal access to absentee ballots. Stephanie is commit-
ted to protecting voting rights and strengthening civic education in Connecticut.

Stephanie joined the public sector after a distinguished 30-year career advising
and problem-solving for nonprofit organizations. She has worked as a strategy and
fundraising consultant since 1996 and opened her own fundraising consulting firm
in 2013, raising more than $20 million annually for organizations working to help
those left behind. Stephanie holds a B.A. from New York University and a M.S. in
Nonprofit Management from New School University.

Throughout her career, Stephanie has served on many boards, strategic planning
committees, and as an active volunteer in her community. She and her husband
reside in Norwalk, Connecticut.
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ERICK RUSSELL
TREASURER

Erick Russell was sworn in as Connecticut’s 84th State Treasurer on January 4, 2023. He
is currently serving his first term.

Born and raised in New Haven, Russell adopted the worth ethic and financial responsi-
bility of his parents by working in the family’s small convenience store. He would become
the first in his family to graduate college, earning a bachelor’s degree from the University of
New Haven.

Russell continued his education at the University of Connecticut School of Law. As a law
student, he began to merge his talents with the values instilled by his parents. He volunteered
to help low-income taxpayers navigate the complexities of federal and state tax law as part
of UConn’s Low-Income Tax Clinic. He also interned with the Connecticut Legal Rights
Project and the administration of Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy.

After law school, Russell joined the prestigious Connecticut law firm of Pullman & Com-
ley where he was a partner in the firm’s Public and Private Finance Group. Russell repre-
sented towns, cities and the state in financing infrastructure projects, managing debt and
restructuring pension obligations. In that work, Russell often interfaced directly with the
Office of the Treasurer, gaining firsthand insight into how the agency operates and its poten-
tial to shape the financial future of Connecticut.

As treasurer, Russell administers Connecticut’s pension funds holding over $40 billion in
assets, oversees the state’s debt and cash management, collects and returns unclaimed prop-
erty, and manages the Connecticut Higher Education Trust (CHET), a 529 plan that helps
students and families save for higher education.

Russell continues to advocate for people traditionally left out of the political process and
denied economic opportunity. He is prioritizing financial literacy, sound fiscal policy and
necessary statewide investments that maximize resources while growing the economy and
combating systemic inequities.

In addition to his professional responsibilities, Russell has embraced the role of mentor,
particularly for young Black and LGBTQ people. In 2022, he became the first Black out
LGBTQ person in American history to win an election for statewide office.

Russell continues to live in New Haven with his husband, Christopher Lyddy.
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SEAN SCANLON
COMPTROLLER

Sean Scanlon began his term as Comptroller in 2023, succeeding Natalie Braswell.

The son of a police officer and small business owner, Sean attended Guilford public
schools and worked his way through high school and Boston College. After graduating,
Sean returned to Connecticut with the goal of helping others. He began working as an aide
for U.S. Senator Chris Murphy where he helped the Senator fight for gun safety and better
health care, as well as addressing constituent concerns. In Guilford, he worked with neigh-
bors to organize successful grassroots campaigns to build a new high school and institute a
full-day kindergarten.

In 2014, Sean was elected State Representative for Connecticut’s 98th District. In the
House, Sean became a champion for health care reform, a passion rooted in his own life
experiences coming from a family that was often uninsured or underinsured.

As chairman of the legislature’s Insurance Committee, Sean wrote and passed legislation
protecting people with pre-existing conditions from insurance discrimination, established
the lowest monthly co-pay cap for insulin in the nation at $25, prevented insurance compa-
nies from covering mental health differently than physical health, required health insurance
plans to cover ten “Essential Health Benefits,” and created Connecticut’s first prescription
drug price transparency law.

During his fourth and final term, Sean served as Chair of the Finance, Revenue and Bond-
ing committee where he led the fight to create tax relief for working families like the one
he grew up in and worked with Governor Lamont to pass the largest tax cut in state history.

Sean lives in Guilford with his wife Meghan, who is the President & CEO of the Connecti-
cut Coalition Against Domestic Violence, their two young sons Jack and Declan, and their
dog Delaney.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL

William Tong is the 25th Attorney General to serve Connecticut since the office was estab-
lished by the state constitution in 1897. He first took office in 2019 and is currently serving
his second term.

Attorney General Tong is a national leader in many of the most consequential lawsuits
and investigations in our country today, including bipartisan, multistate efforts to hold the
addiction industry accountable for their role in the opioid crisis; to restore fair competi-
tion and prices in the generic drug industry; to hold social media giants accountable for the
harms they may cause to kids and young people; to stop robocall scammers; and to ensure
corporations safeguard our personal information from misuse and respect consumers’ rights
regarding the collection and use of their information.

Attorney General Tong previously practiced for 18 years as a litigator in both state and
federal courts. He served for 12 years as a State Representative in the Connecticut General
Assembly, where he served as House Chairman of the Judiciary Committee as well as the
Banking Committee.

During his service in the legislature, Attorney General Tong was the author and driver of
several major Connecticut laws, helping lead the state’s efforts against gun violence and
domestic violence, among many other critical laws and initiatives.

A Connecticut native, Attorney General Tong grew up in the Hartford area and attended
schools in West Hartford. He graduated from Phillips Academy Andover, Brown University,
and the University of Chicago Law School.

Attorney General Tong is the oldest of five children and grew up working side-by-side
with his immigrant parents in their family’s Chinese restaurant. He and his wife, Elizabeth,
live in Stamford with their three children and way too many pets. Elizabeth is the Vice Pres-
ident of Tax for North America for Diageo Corporation. In quieter moments, General Tong
likes to fly fish (and tie flies), try all the great foods and restaurants across Connecticut and is
an amateur carpenter and cook.

He is the first Asian American elected to statewide office in Connecticut history, and the
first Chinese American to be elected Attorney General nationwide.
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RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
UNITED STATES SENATOR

Originally sworn in January 5, 2011, Richard Blumenthal is serving his second term as a
United States Senator from the state of Connecticut.

A graduate of Harvard College and Yale Law School, he worked as assistant to Daniel Pat-
rick Moynihan when he was Assistant to the President of the United States. He enlisted in the
United States Marine Corps Reserves in 1970, and was honorably discharged with the rank
of Sergeant in 1976. After graduating law school in 1973, Senator Blumenthal clerked for
U.S. District Judge Jon Newman, and then for United States Supreme Court Justice Harry
A. Blackmun.

He then transitioned to lead U.S. Senator Abraham A. Ribicoff’s staff as Administrative
Assistant. From 1977 to 1981, Senator Blumenthal served as a U.S. Attorney for Connecti-
cut, in the Connecticut House of Representatives from 1984 to 1987, and the Connecticut
State Senate from 1987 to 1990. As a volunteer attorney for the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, Senator Blumenthal saved the life of an innocent, wrongly convicted death row in-
mate who came within hours of execution.

Senator Blumenthal served five terms, from 1991 to 2011, as Connecticut’s Attorney
General. A key player in the national fight against Big Tobacco, he helped end deceptive
marketing aimed at children—a victory significantly lowering youth smoking rates, and
compelling a multi-billion dollar settlement for Connecticut taxpayers. He also helped lead
acoalition of all 50 states that culminated in historic agreements with social networking sites
to better protect children from internet predators. He personally argued several major cases
in court, including four before the U.S. Supreme Court—among them his successful effort to
uphold the Connecticut sex offender registry.

In the U.S. Senate, Senator Blumenthal has built on his longtime advocacy for consumers
by holding companies accountable for the safety of their products. He has pushed GM to
fix its cars’ fatal defects, fought to keep dangerous nicotine products out of the hands of
children, and worked to make communities safe from hazardous chemicals. As chair of the
Commerce Consumer Protection subcommittee, he has led hearings and legislation to hold
tech platforms accountable for privacy failings, toxic and illegal content, and other serious
harms.

Working with Connecticut’s Congressional Delegation, Senator Blumenthal has secured
billions of dollars of federal funding to improve rail safety, promoted climate resiliency, and
protected Long Island Sound and Connecticut’s rivers and streams.

He has spearheaded legislation to support veterans by expanding employment opportuni-
ties, increasing housing access, holding the VA accountable, and providing health care for
those exposed to toxic chemicals during their service including Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans and veterans working near burn pits in Iraq and Afghanistan. Senator Blumenthal
authored the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act, a bipartisan law to
improve mental health care and suicide prevention resources.

Senator Blumenthal is a member of the Committee on the Judiciary, Committee on Com-
merce, Science, & Transportation, Committee on Armed Services, Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, and Special Committee on Aging.
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CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY
UNITED STATES SENATOR

Chris Murphy, the junior United States Senator for Connecticut, has dedicated his career
to public service as an advocate for Connecticut families. Senator Murphy has been a strong
voice in the Senate fighting for job creation, affordable health care, education, sensible gun
laws, and a forward-looking foreign policy.

As a member of the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee (HELP), Senator
Murphy has worked to make college more affordable and ensure that our public education
system works to serve all students. Senator Murphy also led a bipartisan effort to reform our
mental health system, working across the aisle to craft the first comprehensive mental health
bill in the Senate in decades.

Senator Murphy has laid out a forward-thinking foreign policy vision for the United
States. As a member of the Foreign Relations Committee, he has been an outspoken propo-
nent of diplomacy, international human rights, and the need for clear-eyed American lead-
ership abroad.

Following the tragic shooting at Sandy Hook elementary school in 2012, Senator Murphy
became one of the leading proponents of commonsense reforms to reduce gun violence. In
2022, he successfully passed the first significant federal gun safety legislation in 30 years,
the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act.

As a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Senator Murphy has fought to in-
crease investments in Connecticut manufacturing and promote procurement of world-class
national defense products made in the state. He has fought to expand American manufactur-
ing and create jobs through his Buy American initiative, which urges the U.S. government to
spend taxpayer dollars on American-made goods. Additionally, Senator Murphy has worked
in partnership with local city and town leaders to rehabilitate former brownfield and factory
sites so that they can be developed into new community spaces and businesses.

Prior to his election to the U.S. Senate, Murphy served Connecticut’s Fifth Congressional
District for three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. During his time in the House,
Murphy worked to improve access to housing for homeless veterans, foster job creation, and
advocate for affordable health care for all Americans. Murphy authored the Frank Melville
Supportive Housing Investment Act to revitalize housing programs for people with disabili-
ties. The bill was signed into law by the president in 2010.

Before getting elected to Congress, Murphy served for eight years in the Connecticut Gen-
eral Assembly where he was the author of the state’s historic stem cell investment legislation
and the state’s workplace smoking ban. Senator Murphy grew up in Wethersfield, Connecti-
cut, and attended Williams College in Massachusetts. He graduated from the University of
Connecticut School of Law and practiced real estate and banking law with the firm of Ruben,
Johnson & Morgan in Hartford, Connecticut.

He is married to Catherine Holahan, an attorney. They have two sons, Owen and Rider, as
well as two cats and two guinea pigs.
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U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, FIRST DISTRICT, CONNECTICUT

John is the eldest son of Ray and Pauline Larson. He grew up with his seven brothers and
sisters in public housing in Mayberry Village. A graduate of East Hartford High School and
Central Connecticut State University, Larson was also selected as a Senior Fellow at the Yale
Bush Center for Child Development. He taught history at East Hartford High and would
later own and operate a small, local insurance agency.

His public service includes the East Hartford Board of Education, the East Hartford Town
Council, and the Connecticut State Senate where he served for twelve years. He was elected
by his peers as Senate President Pro Tempore four times and authored the nation’s first fam-
ily medical leave act that still serves as a model today.

Throughout his career, John’s focus has been on jobs, constituent service, and protecting
and expanding our economy. John remains committed to working across the aisle to get the
job done for Connecticut.

A staunch supporter of Connecticut manufacturing, John was the lead advocate to secure
Pratt & Whitney as the sole source producer of engines for the F35 Joint Strike Fighter as
well as the Aerial Tanker, Presidential Helicopter, and second submarine in Groton. John has
worked to bring academia, labor, private industry, and government together to develop a next
generation manufacturing education program with Goodwin University, Central Connecti-
cut State University, and our Community College system. His legislation also created the
Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology.

John is also fighting to protect and strengthen Social Security. He is currently serving as
the Ranking Member of the Ways and Means Social Security Subcommittee.

He is a lifelong resident of East Hartford, where he lives with his wife Leslie. They have
three children, Carolyn, Laura, and Raymond.
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JOSEPH COURTNEY
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, SECOND DISTRICT, CONNECTICUT

Congressman Courtney is the Ranking Member of the House Armed Services Subcom-
mittee on Seapower and Projection Forces. In addition, he co-chairs the bipartisan Congres-
sional Shipbuilding Caucus. As a member of the Committee on Education and the Work-
force, he serves on the Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions subcommittee, as well as
the Higher Education and Workforce Development subcommittee.

As a senior member of the House Armed Services Committee, Courtney has worked to
strengthen our nation’s Navy by leading the call for increased submarine production. When
Courtney arrived in Congress, the Electric Boat shipyard in Groton, Connecticut, was fac-
ing significant workforce reductions and for the first time in fifty years was not actively
designing the next generation of submarines. Because of funding Courtney secured through
his work on the House Armed Services Committee, the men and women of Electric Boat
have once again been building two submarines per year since 2011. In addition, Courtney
has secured critical resources for new design and engineering work on the Columbia-class
submarines that will replace the aging fleet of Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines. The
increase in submarine construction has allowed Electric Boat to significantly expand both its
workforce and its footprint in southeastern Connecticut.

In recognition of his work, Courtney was awarded “The Distinguished Public Service
Award” from Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, the highest civilian honor the Navy can confer.

Courtney has established himself as a tireless advocate for both our nation’s veterans and
our men and women in uniform. He successfully fought to expand the Montgomery GI Bill
for post-9/11 veterans and their families and led the fight to extend TRICARE benefits to de-
pendents under age 26. Congressman Courtney also fought and won support for an 18-unit
supportive housing facility for homeless and at-risk veterans in Jewett City.

In his role on the Committee on Education and the Workforce, Courtney has been a staunch
supporter of high-quality public education and a champion of higher education affordability
for middle-class families. In both 2012 and 2013, Courtney led the congressional effort to
prevent Stafford Student Loan rates from doubling on new loans, ultimately resulting in the
passage of the Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act that was signed by President Barack
Obama.

Having served as a member of the House Agriculture Committee, Congressman Courtney
is a vocal proponent for nearly 2,500 farmers across eastern Connecticut. Courtney is the
founding co-chairman of the Congressional Dairy Farmers Caucus, and has worked tire-
lessly to protect family farms from foreclosure and fix the flawed milk pricing system.

Before serving in the House of Representatives, Courtney represented the citizens of Ver-
non in the Connecticut General Assembly from 1987 to 1994. During his tenure, then state-
Rep. Courtney served as Chair for both the Public Health and Human Services Committees.

Courtney is a 1975 graduate of Tufts University in Boston. He earned a law degree from
the University of Connecticut School of Law in 1978. He lives in Vernon with his wife, Au-
drey Courtney, and has two adult children, Robert and Elizabeth.
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ROSA DELAURO
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, THIRD DISTRICT, CONNECTICUT

Rosa DeLauro is the Congresswoman from Connecticut’s Third Congressional District,
which stretches from the Long Island Sound and New Haven, to the Naugatuck Valley and
Waterbury. Rosa serves as Ranking Member of the House Appropriations Committee and
sits on the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee, and she is the Ranking Member
of the Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee,
where she oversees our nation’s investments in education, health, and employment.

At the core of Rosa’s work is her fight for America’s working families. Rosa believes that
we must raise the nation’s minimum wage, give all employees access to paid sick days, allow
employees to take paid family and medical leave, and ensure equal pay for equal work. Every
day, Rosa fights for legislation that would give all working families an opportunity to succeed.

Rosa believes that our first priority must be to strengthen the economy and create good
middle class jobs. She supports tax cuts for working and middle class families, fought to
expand the Child Tax Credit to provide tax relief to millions of families, and introduced the
Young Child Tax Credit to give families with young children an economic lift.

Rosa has also fought to stop trade agreements that lower wages and ships jobs overseas,
while also protecting the rights of employees and unions. She believes that we need to grow
our economy by making smart innovative investments in our infrastructure, which is why
she introduced legislation to create a National Infrastructure bank.

Rosa is a leader in fighting to improve and expand federal support for child nutrition and
for modernizing our food safety system. She believes that the U.S. should have one agency
assigned the responsibility for food safety, rather than the 15 different agencies that lay
claim to different parts of our food system. Rosa fights against special interests, like tobacco
and e-cigarettes, which seek to skirt our public health and safety rules.

As the Ranking Member dealing with appropriations for Labor, Health, Human Services,
and Education, Rosa is determined to increase support for education and make college more
affordable for more American students and their families. She is also fighting to protect the
Affordable Care Act so that all Americans have access to affordable care. Rosa strongly be-
lieves in the power of biomedical research and she is working to increase funding so that we
can make lifesaving breakthroughs in science and medicine.

Rosa believes that we have a moral obligation to our nation’s veterans and their families,
and her concern for these heroes extends to both their physical and mental well-being. Rosa
supports a transformation in how the Department of Veterans Affairs is funded, including
advanced appropriations for health services, to ensure its fiscal soundness; and she success-
fully championed legislation to guarantee that troops deploying to combat theaters get the
mental health screening they need both before and after deployment, as well as championed
legislation that now provides assistance to today’s Post-9/11 veterans choosing to pursue
on-the-job training and apprenticeship programs.

Rosa belongs to 62 House caucus groups and is the co-chair of the Baby Caucus, the Long
Island Sound Caucus, and the Food Safety Caucus.

Soon after earning degrees from Marymount College and Columbia University, Rosa
followed her parents’ footsteps into public service, serving as the first Executive Director
of EMILY’s List, a national organization dedicated to increasing the number of women in
elected office; Executive Director of Countdown ‘87, the national campaign that successfully
stopped U.S. military aid to the Nicaraguan Contras; and as Chief of Staff to U.S. Senator
Christopher Dodd. In 1990, Rosa was elected to the House of Representatives, and she has
served as the Congresswoman from Connecticut’s Third Congressional District ever since.

Rosa is married to Stanley Greenberg. Their children—Anna, Kathryn, and Jonathan
Greenberg—all are grown and pursuing careers. Rosa and Stan have six grandchildren,
Rigby, Teo, Sadie, Jasper, Paola and Gus.
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JIM HIMES
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, FOURTH DISTRICT, CONNECTICUT

U.S. Representative Jim Himes represents Connecticut’s Fourth District and is currently
serving his eighth term in Congress. He serves as the Ranking Member of the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence, and on the House Committee on Financial Services

Representative Himes grew up as the child of a single working mother in a small town. As
a member of Congress, he works hard to provide all American children the same opportuni-
ties he had to succeed: access to a first-rate public education, affordable and effective health
care, a decent and safe home, and a supportive community.

Born in Lima, Peru, in 1966 to American parents, Representative Himes spent the early
years of his childhood in Peru and Colombia while his father worked for the Ford Founda-
tion and UNICEF. As an American abroad, he grew up fluent in both Spanish and English
and was raised with an awareness of the unique position of the United States in the world.
After his parents divorced, he moved with his mother and sisters to the United States.

Representative Himes graduated from Hopewell Valley Central High School and then at-
tended Harvard University. After completing his undergraduate work, he earned a Rhodes
Scholarship, which enabled him to attend Oxford University in England. There he continued
his studies of Latin America, which included research in El Salvador.

Prior to his service in Congress, Representative Himes operated the New York City branch
of the Enterprise Community Partners, a nonprofit dedicated to addressing the unique chal-
lenges of urban poverty. His team led the way in financing the construction of thousands of
affordable housing units in the greater New York metropolitan region, often using new green
technologies to achieve energy efficiency and reduce utility costs.

Representative Himes’ experience at Enterprise spurred his involvement in politics.
Putting his expertise in affordable housing to work, he served as a commissioner of the
Greenwich Housing Authority, ultimately chairing the board and leading it through a much-
needed program of reforms. He went on to become an elected member of his town’s finance
board, setting tax and budget policy for Greenwich. He has also served as Chair of his local
Democratic Town Committee, organizing others in the community to become more active
in the political process.

Representative Himes began his professional career at Goldman Sachs & Co., where he
worked his way up to vice president over the course of a 12-year career. There he worked
extensively in Latin America and headed the bank’s telecommunications technology group.

Representative Himes lives in Greenwich with his wife, Mary, and has two daughters,
Emma and Linley.
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U.S. REPRESENTATIVE, FIFTH DISTRICT, CONNECTICUT

Jahana Hayes represents Connecticut’s Sth District in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. The district spans northwest and central Connecticut and includes Danbury,
Litchfield County, the Farmington Valley, the Naugatuck Valley, Meriden, and her home-
town of Waterbury. She serves on the Committee on Education and the Workforce where
she is Vice Ranking Member, and the Committee on Agriculture where she is the Ranking
Member of the Subcommittee on Nutrition, Foreign Agriculture, and Horticulture.

Areas of legislative focus for Congresswoman Hayes are equitable access to quality ed-
ucation, affordable health care, labor, agriculture, and veterans issues. Additional priority
areas include: environment, immigration reform, gun violence prevention, social justice,
and working in a bipartisan way to bring positive change to the lives of every person in our
community.

During her Congressional tenure, Congresswoman Hayes has had 10 bills signed into
law. To date she has introduced 62 and cosponsored over 1,754 pieces of legislation across
a broad range of topics. Congresswoman Hayes has worked with both the Trump and Biden
Administrations and in a bipartisan, bicameral way to bring millions of dollars in assistance
back to Connecticut.

Congresswoman Hayes was elected in November 2018, making her the first Afri-
can-American woman to ever represent the state of Connecticut in Congress. Before running
for office, Hayes was a history teacher at John F. Kennedy High School in Waterbury, where
she was named Waterbury Teacher of the Year and Connecticut Teacher of the Year, before
going on to earn the distinction of 2016 National Teacher of the Year (NTOY).

Hayes is a graduate of Naugatuck Valley Community College, Southern Connecticut State
University, the University of Saint Joseph and the University of Bridgeport, having earned a
Bachelor’s of Arts in history and secondary education, a Master’s of Arts in curriculum and
instruction, and a 6th year degree in administrative leadership.
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MARTIN M. LOONEY
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE STATE SENATE

Martin Looney currently is in his fifteenth term, having been elected to the State Senate
in 1992, following six terms as a State Representative. In January of 2015, Senator Looney
was elected by the members of the State Senate to serve as President Pro Tempore, the
highest-ranking legislator in the Connecticut General Assembly. He was re-elected to that
position in January of 2017, in January 2019, and again in January 2021.

Prior to his election as Senate President, Senator Looney served 12 years as Senate Major-
ity Leader. Prior to becoming Majority Leader, he served three terms as Senate Chair of the
Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee; one term as Senate Chair of the Banks Commit-
tee; and one term as the Senate Ranking Member of the Judiciary Committee.

During his six-term tenure as State Representative, beginning in 1981, Senator Looney
was appointed an Assistant Majority Leader and served as House Chair of the Planning and
Development Committee, the Government Administration and Elections Committee, and
the Appropriations Judicial Subcommittee, and as Vice Chair of the Judiciary Committee.

Senator Looney has received many awards and accolades, including the 2014 Coalition
Crusader Award for work with domestic violence issues, the 2014 National Coalition for
Capital Champion of Small Business Award, the 2015 AARP Capitol Caregiver Award, the
2016 CT AFL-CIO Senator Christopher Dodd Award for outstanding commitment and ded-
ication to the working men and women of Connecticut, the 2017 CT Probate Assembly
Public Service Award, and the 2017 CT Bar Association Special Recognition Award.

Other associations that have honored the Senator include: The American Lung Associa-
tion, Autism Speaks, CT Association for Human Services, the CT Dental Association, the
MS Society, Coalition for Working Families, CT Society of Eye Physicians, Cornell Scott-
Hill Health Center, Youth Continuum, Hospital of St. Raphael, ACES, Life Haven, New
Reach, and the Connecticut Kidney Association.

Senator Looney is a graduate of Saint Rose School in New Haven, Notre Dame High
School in West Haven, and is a cum laude graduate of Fairfield University, where at com-
mencement he was awarded Departmental Honors in English and Theology. He was selected
as a National Woodrow Wilson Fellow for graduate study and earned a master’s degree in
English from the University of Connecticut.

He received his J.D. in 1985 from the University of Connecticut School of Law and, since
his admission to the Connecticut Bar in 1985, has been engaged in the general practice
of Law. He is a partner in the law firm of Keyes and Looney. He is also a practitioner in
residence with the Criminal Justice Program in the Department of Public Safety at the Uni-
versity of New Haven in West Haven and is an adjunct faculty member in the Political Sci-
ence Department at Quinnipiac University in Hamden and also at Quinnipiac Law School
in North Haven.

Senator Looney resides in New Haven with his wife, Ellen. They have one son, Michael,
and are proud grandparents to Matthew, Anna Katherine, and Isabel Grace.
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MAIJORITY LEADER OF THE STATE SENATE

Senator Bob Duff represents Connecticut’s 25th Senatorial District, which includes Nor-
walk and Darien. Re-elected in 2022, he was chosen by his colleagues in 2015, 2017, 2019,
2021, and 2023 to serve as Senate Majority Leader.

Bob’s Norwalk family ties go back five generations. His passion for public service began
at the age of eight. That’s when Bob voiced his concerns for the future of Duffy Field to
then-mayor William Collins. Today, we still have Duffy Field—now renamed Veterans Park.

Since joining the legislature, Bob has been a tireless advocate for job creation in Connecti-
cut. He has helped bring businesses to the state and played a leading role in championing
landmark jobs legislation.

As Chair of the legislature’s Housing Committee, he created the state’s first Housing Trust
Fund to build more affordable housing in Connecticut. As Chair of the Banking Committee,
Bob worked to safeguard Connecticut homeowners from the ravages of predatory lending
by creating a package of first-in-the-nation reforms to reduce the number of home foreclo-
sures in the state. Included was the foreclosure mediation program, Mortgage Crisis Job
Training Program to help those unemployed or underemployed avoid foreclosure and a law
that provides tools to municipalities ensuring lenders maintain their vacant properties. Bob’s
consumer advocacy continued as he went on to Chair the Energy and Technology Commit-
tee. As Chair, Bob championed two major pieces of energy legislation which taken together
implement a new comprehensive energy strategy for Connecticut, restructuring support for
renewable sources of electricity to provide for cheaper, cleaner and more reliable energy for
consumers and businesses.

Under Bob’s tenure as Majority Leader, he is most proud of his role in 2017 leading the
rewrite of the state’s decades old education funding formula to better help children in our
urban centers and those who live in poverty.

In addition, the Senate Democratic caucus has achieved numerous legislative victories.
The caucus passed legislation standing up for DREAMers, the National Popular Vote, net
neutrality, data privacy, health care access, Time’s Up, gun safety, LGBTQ rights, equal pay
for equal work, raising the minimum wage, Paid Family Medical Leave, children’s mental
health, fiscal responsibility, and paying down our long-term debt.

Bob has long been fierce in promoting the needs of his district by securing funding to assist
in the rebuilding of Norwalk’s downtown, supporting school upgrades, creating & rehabili-
tating affordable housing and passionately supporting arts organizations.

After graduating Norwalk Public Schools, Bob earned his bachelor’s degree in political
science from Lynchburg College in Virginia. There, Bob honed his political skills as a stu-
dent senator, campus leader and intern for U.S. Senator Christopher Dodd (D-CT).

In May 2010, Bob returned to Lynchburg College to deliver the commencement address to
the graduating class and was awarded the degree of Doctorate of Humane Letters.

Bob has been a real estate professional with William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty
for twenty nine years. Prior to his election to the Senate, Bob represented Norwalk’s 137th
Assembly District for three years.

Bob, his wife, Tracey, and their two children live in Norwalk with their rescue dog, Molly.

(79)



KEVIN C. KELLY
MINORITY LEADER OF THE STATE SENATE

(80)



KEVIN C. KELLY
MINORITY LEADER OF THE STATE SENATE

State Senator Kevin C. Kelly was elected Senate Republican Leader in 2020. He rep-
resents the 21st Senatorial District which includes the towns of Monroe, Seymour, Shelton
and Stratford.

Senator Kelly is the Senate Republican Ranking Member of the Higher Education and
Employment Advancement Committee and the Legislative Management Committee. He
also serves on the Executive and Legislative Nominations Committee and the Regulation
Review Committee.

Senator Kelly is an advocate for common sense solutions to make Connecticut more af-
fordable for middle-class families. He prioritizes environmental stewardship, health care
access, and issues pertaining to Connecticut’s senior citizens.

Senator Kelly has made an impact in many substantive areas of law dealing with health
insurance and hospitals, Medicaid, aging in place initiatives, family caregivers, women’s
health care, school safety, and consumer protection.

Senator Kelly has worked to improve the lives of seniors by strengthening elder abuse
laws and improving aging in place initiatives which encourage independent living with
dignity. In 2021 Senator Kelly successfully passed legislation to strengthen protections for
nursing home residents and their loved ones in response to the pain and suffering experi-
enced during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. He also successfully advocated for and
passed legislation to increase the personal needs allowance for nursing home residents and
to fight age discrimination in the workplace. In 2015, Senator Kelly played an important role
in the passage of the CARE Act which requires hospitals to provide caregivers the important
information and services they need to care for their loved ones at home upon discharge.

Senator Kelly has worked to increase the access, quality, and affordability of health care in
Connecticut. He was central to the enactment of An Act Concerning Life Insurance Producer
Licenses which protects insurance consumers from unethical stockbrokers. He led efforts
to pass historic legislation that establishes pregnancy as a qualifying life event, so pregnant
women can obtain health insurance during their pregnancy and access needed prenatal care.

Senator Kelly has been recognized for his extensive work on health care access and afford-
ability, job growth, environmental protection, and supporting seniors, receiving awards from
AARP, the Connecticut Oral Health Initiative, the Greater Connecticut/Western Massachu-
setts Chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF), the Radiological Soci-
ety of Connecticut, the Connecticut Association of Optometrists, the Bridgeport Regional
Business Council, the Connecticut League of Conservation Voters and the Connecticut Ma-
rine Trades Association.

Senator Kelly is an elder law attorney and the owner of Kevin Kelly & Associates, PC; a
Stratford law firm.

Prior to working in private practice, he worked as an investigator for the Department of
Social Services for over 13 years.

Senator Kelly earned his bachelor’s degree at Assumption College (B.A. 1982), his mas-
ter’s degree at Fairfield University (M.A. 1985), and his law degree from the University of
Connecticut School of Law (J.D. 1997).

He resides in Stratford with his spouse Cindy. Their family includes four children and
seven grandchildren.
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MATT RITTER
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Rep. Matt Ritter, a lifelong Hartford resident, is Speaker of the Connecticut House of
Representatives.

He was first elected in 2010 to the Connecticut General Assembly where he represents the
1st Assembly District in Hartford.

As Speaker of the House, Matt led passage of a law eliminating the “poverty tax,” state
liens on people who have in the past depended on state assistance; and championed a historic
investment in children’s mental health.

Matt served four years as House Majority Leader and two years as the Co-Chair of the
Public Health Committee where he worked to address the opioid crisis, increase hospital
fee transparency, and require that more mental health services be covered by the private
insurance market.

Since being elected in 2010, Matt has been named one of the Hartford Business Journal’s
“40 Under Forty,” been honored by the North Central Regional Mental Health Board, been
named a “Community Champion” by the Connecticut Community Providers Association,
received the “Graduate of the Past Decade Impact Award” from the UConn School of Law
Alumni Association, been named “Legislator of the Year” by the CT Chapter of the Amer-
ican College of Physicians and been recognized by the Connecticut State Medical Society.

Matt has also been recognized by the Oral Health Society, Voices of Women of Color,
HARGC, the Asylum Hill Neighborhood Association, AARP-CT, Connecticut Radiologists,
and received the Sen. Chris Murphy award from the Connecticut Young Democrats.

Because of his commitment to children’s mental health reforms, The Village honored Matt
as a Champion for Children. His commitment to open government yielded Matt the Bice
Clemow Award from the Connecticut Council on Freedom of Information.

The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM), made up of the state’s municipal
leaders, honored Matt as a legislative champion for his commitment to cities and towns. For
his work to aide the hospitality industry during the pandemic, Matt was recognized by the
Connecticut Restaurant Association.

Prior to being elected to the General Assembly, Matt served on the Hartford City Council
for three years where he chaired the Planning & Economic Development and Legislative
Affairs committees.

Matt graduated from Colby College with a major in Government and received his law
degree from the University of Connecticut School of Law graduating with honors in 2007.

Matt is a practicing attorney in Hartford and resides in Hartford with his wife, Marilyn
Katz, their two children Jack and Emma, and their Goldendoodle Finnegan.
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JASON ROJAS
MAIJORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Jason Rojas is proud to serve the 9th Assembly District, which is composed of parts of
East Hartford and Manchester. The district covers much of southeastern East Hartford (Hills
Street, Oak Street, Silver Lane, Forbes Street, as well as the Mayberry Village and Sunset
Hills neighborhoods) and a portion of southwest Manchester (neighborhoods of Keeney and
Verplanck elementary schools and Hillstown).

Jason serves as House Majority Leader. In this role, he will work alongside Speaker of the
House, Matt Ritter, to shape policy priorities and is responsible for managing the legislative
process.

A lifelong resident of East Hartford, Jason attended East Hartford Public Schools and was
the first in his family to graduate from college, earning a history degree from the University
of Connecticut and a master’s degree in public policy from Trinity College.

Outside of the legislature, Jason serves as the Chief of Staff and Associate Vice President
for External Affairs to the President of Trinity College. He has served on the board of direc-
tors of numerous nonprofits including three nonprofit housing development organizations
and the Board of Trustees of the Boys and Girls Club of Hartford. Jason currently serve on
the Board of Directors of the Manchester Community College Foundation, the East Hartford
Alumni Association and Education Foundation, and the iQuilt Partnership and the National
Council for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements. Jason is also Trustee of the Con-
necticut Historical Society.

Jason is a former member of the East Hartford Town Council, the East Hartford Board of
Education and the New England Association of Schools & Colleges Commission on Public
Secondary Schools.

Jason’s policy interests include government finance and tax policy, regionalism, afford-
able housing, education funding and literacy. He is committed to reforming government and
how it serves the interests of people. Jason puts a particular emphasis on constituent service
and encourages constituents to contact him with concerns, questions and ideas about how to
move our district, communities and state forward.

Jason is married to his high school sweetheart, Sarah, and they have three children and
three cats named Kix, Noodles and Lucky.
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VINCENT CANDELORA
MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

House Republican Leader Vincent Candelora is state representative for the 86th District
serving residents of North Branford, Durham, East Haven and Guilford.

He was elected to his ninth term in November 2022, and House Republican legislators—
for the second time—chose him as their caucus leader shortly thereafter.

Aside from serving as a state representative, Candelora’s long record of civic involvement
includes three terms on North Branford’s Town Council as well as one as deputy mayor.
He’s volunteered for the town’s public school system, and he’s a past president of both North
Branford’s Chamber of Commerce and its Rotary Club. He currently serves as a Trustee of
St. Ambrose Parish in North Branford.

During his time serving in the General Assembly, Candelora has served on a wide variety
of legislative committees. He has also led the House Republican caucus Screening Commit-
tee that reviews legislation before it’s put up for a vote in the House of Representatives. Prior
to becoming House Republican Leader, Candelora served as Deputy Leader of the caucus.

Candelora’s time leading the caucus has been characterized by advocacy for increased
government transparency, stabilization of Connecticut’s finances, and improving its busi-
ness climate.

Candelora graduated from Connecticut College in 1992 with a degree in Government and
Economics, and in 1995 received his Juris Doctor from Dickinson School of Law at Penn
State University.

Outside the legislature, Candelora helps run two family-owned businesses—a manufac-
turing company and a sportsplex. He has also practiced municipal and transactional law
at New Haven-based Susman, Duffy, & Segaloff, P.C., and he served as a law clerk to the
Honorable Antoinette L. Dupont, former Chief Judge of the Appellate Court of Connecticut.
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CHIEF JUSTICE RICHARD A. ROBINSON

The Honorable Richard A. Robinson was born December 10, 1957 in Stamford, Con-
necticut. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Connecticut
in 1979 and a Juris Doctor degree from West Virginia University School of Law in 1984.
He was admitted to the West Virginia Bar and the Connecticut Bar, and is a member of the
U.S. District Court, Northern District of West Virginia and the U.S. District Court, Con-
necticut.

From 1985-1988, Justice Robinson was Staff Counsel for the City of Stamford Law De-
partment. In 1988, he became Assistant Corporation Counsel in Stamford where he re-
mained until his appointment as a Judge of the Superior Court in 2000. He remained a
Superior Court Judge for the next seven years during which time he served as Presiding
Judge (Civil) for the New Britain Judicial District (May 2003-September 2006); Presiding
Judge (Civil) and Assistant Administrative Judge for the Ansonia/Milford Judicial District
(September 2006-September 2007); and Presiding Judge (Civil) for the Stamford Judicial
District (September 2007-December 2007). He was appointed as a Judge of the Connecti-
cut Appellate Court on December 10, 2007, a Justice of the Supreme Court on December
19, 2013 and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court on May 3, 2018.

Justice Robinson’s career is complimented by an array of public and judicial service. He
served as President of the Stamford Branch of the NAACP (1988-1990); General Counsel
for the Connecticut Conference of the NAACP (1988-2000); President of the Assistant
Corporation Counsel’s Union (AFSCME) (1989-2000); Commissioner of the Connecticut
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (1997-2000); Chair of the Connecticut
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (1999-2000); New Haven Inn of Court
member (2002-present); Judicial Education Curriculum Committee member (2002-2014);
Judicial Education Committee member (2003-2014); Faculty at several Judicial Institutes
as well as spring and fall lectures (2003-present); Civil Commission member (2005-2014);
Court Annexed Mediator (2005-2014); Lawyers Assistance Advisory Board member
(2007-present); Bench-Bar Foreclosure Committee (2007-2014); Legal Internship Com-
mittee (2013-2017); Chairperson of the Advisory Committee on Cultural Competency
(2009-2022); Chairperson of the Rules Committee (2017-2018); Connecticut Bar Associa-
tion Young Lawyers Section Diversity Award (2010); Connecticut Bar Association’s Henry
J. Naruk Judiciary Award for Integrity (2017); NAACP 100 Most Influential Blacks in
Connecticut; Connecticut Bar Foundation James W. Cooper Fellows, Life Fellow; Discov-
ering Amistad National Advisory Board; Commission on Human Rights and Opportuni-
ties” Alvin W. Penn Award for Excellence in Leadership (2018); Ebony Magazine Power
100 Award (2018); Quinnipiac School of Law Black Student Association Thurgood Mar-
shall Award (2019); ABOTA Judicial Excellence Award (2019); Connecticut Bar Founda-
tion Distinguished Service Award (2020); National Board of Directors of the Conference
of Chief Justices (2019-2022); Conference of Chief Justices Civil Justice Board of Di-
rectors (2020-2022); National Judicial Task Force to Examine State Courts’ Response to
Mental Illness (2020-2022); Committee on Federal-State Jurisdiction of the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States (2022-present).

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE ANDREW J. MCDONALD
Justice Andrew J. McDonald is a Connecticut native. Born in Stamford on March 11,
1966, he attended public schools there before entering college. After graduating from Cor-
nell University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1988, he earned a Juris Doctor degree,
with honors, from the University of Connecticut School of Law in 1991, where he served
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as the Managing Editor of the Connecticut Journal of International Law. Justice McDon-
ald also holds honorary Doctor of Laws degrees from the Quinnipiac University School of
Law and the Western New England University School of Law.

In January of 2013, Governor Dannel P. Malloy nominated Justice McDonald to be an
associate justice of the Connecticut Supreme Court, and he was confirmed by the Con-
necticut General Assembly later that month. He was sworn into office on January 24, 2013.
In January of 2021, Governor Ned Lamont re-nominated Justice McDonald to the Supreme
Court, and later that month he was again confirmed by the General Assembly.

In addition to his service as an associate justice, Justice McDonald also serves as the
Chairman of the Connecticut Criminal Justice Commission and the Chairman of the Rules
Committee of the Superior Court. Justice McDonald is the senior associate justice of the
Supreme Court.

Prior to his appointment to the Supreme Court, Justice McDonald served as the General
Counsel to the Office of the Governor for the State of Connecticut from 2011 to 2013. In
this role, he served as chief legal advisor to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor and se-
nior staff of the Executive Branch of government. His responsibilities included providing
legal counsel and analysis on all aspects of Executive Branch functions and operations, in-
cluding its interactions with the federal government and Judicial and Legislative branches
of state government.

From 1991 to 2011, Justice McDonald was engaged in the private practice of law, first
as an associate and then as a partner, with the firm of Pullman & Comley, LLC. He was a
commercial litigator and handled all stages of litigation in federal and state courts at both
the trial and appellate levels.

From January of 1999 to July of 2002, Justice McDonald additionally served as the Di-
rector of Legal Affairs and Corporation Counsel for the City of Stamford. In this capacity,
he served in the Mayor’s Cabinet and oversaw the administration, supervision and perfor-
mance of all legal, human resource and labor relations functions of the city, and its boards,
commissions and agencies.

Justice McDonald was a State Senator from 2003 to 2011. He served as the Senate Chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee for all eight years he was in the General Assembly. During
periods of his legislative career, he also served as the Senate Vice Chairman of the Energy
and Technology Committee and as a member of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Com-
mittee, the Transportation Committee, the Education Committee and the Regulations Re-
view Committee. From 2005 to 2011, he served as Deputy Majority Leader of the Senate.

Earlier in his career, Justice McDonald served on the Stamford Board of Finance from
1995 to 1999, including serving as the board’s Chairman from 1997 to 1999, and as Co-
Chair of the Audit Committee from 1995 to 1997. He began his public service career in
1993 as a member of the Stamford Board of Representatives, where he served until 1995.

Justice McDonald and his husband, Charles, live in Hartford.

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE GREGORY T. D’AURIA

Justice Gregory T. D’Auria is a Connecticut native. Born on June 24, 1963, Justice
D’ Auria was sworn in as an Associate Justice on March 8, 2017. Prior to his appointment
to the Supreme Court, he had worked in the Office of the Attorney General for over twen-
ty-three years in a variety of roles. Justice D’ Auria argued dozens of appeals in state and
federal appellate courts during his years of service with the Office of the Attorney General,
and until just before his appointment to the Court had served as Connecticut’s first Solic-
itor General, appointed to that position by Attorney General George Jepsen in 2011. Prior
to that, he headed the Special Litigation and Charities Unit (2010-11), and also served as
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Associate Attorney General for Litigation (2000-09) and as an Assistant Attorney General
(1993-2000). Justice D’ Auria was an associate at Shipman & Goodwin from 1989 to 1993,
and also served as a law clerk to Chief Justice Ellen A. Peters from 1988 to 1989.

In 2009, he was nominated and inducted as a fellow into the American Academy of Ap-
pellate Lawyers, a distinguished national organization that works to advance the admin-
istration of justice and promote the highest standards of professionalism and advocacy in
appellate courts. Justice D’ Auria has also served as a UCONN Moot Court instructor and
was a founding director of the Connecticut Supreme Court Historical Society.

Justice D’ Auria graduated from the University of Connecticut, Magna Cum Laude, in
1985, with a Bachelor of Arts degree, Phi Beta Kappa, in Political Science. He received his
Juris Doctor from the University of Connecticut School of Law, with high honors, in 1988,
where he also served as editor-in-chief of the Connecticut Journal of International Law.

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE RAHEEM L. MULLINS

Justice Raheem L. Mullins was nominated to the Supreme Court on October 4, 2017 by
Governor Dannel P. Malloy, and was sworn in on November 1, 2017. He is the youngest
person to be nominated to the Supreme Court. Prior to this appointment, Justice Mullins
served as a judge of the Appellate Court and as a judge of the Superior Court.

Justice Mullins received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from Clark University
in Worcester, Massachusetts in 2001, and his Juris Doctor from Northeastern University
School of Law in 2004. Justice Mullins is admitted to the Bar of the United States Supreme
Court as well as the Connecticut Bar.

Prior to his appointment to the bench, Justice Mullins was an Assistant State’s Attorney
for the Appellate Bureau, Division of Criminal Justice, in Rocky Hill, and an Assistant At-
torney General in the Child Protection Division in Hartford. He worked as a law clerk for
the Honorable Frederick L. Brown of the Massachusetts Appeals Court from 2004 to 2005.

Justice Mullins is a member of the Oliver Ellsworth Inn of Court and the George W.
Crawford Black Bar Association. He serves as Chair to the Code of Evidence Oversight
Committee, 2018 to present. He also served as a member of the Young Lawyers Section of
the Connecticut Bar Association, the Board of Directors for the Fund for Greater Hartford
and, in 2007, as an Executive Committee Member of the Government Division of the Con-
necticut Bar Association.

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE MARIA ARAUJO KAHN

Justice Maria Araujo Kahn was born in Angola, Africa. She emigrated to the United
States at ten years of age and is fluent in Portuguese and Spanish. She graduated from New
York University cum laude with a B.A. in politics in 1986 and earned her Juris Doctor
from Fordham University School of Law in 1989. Justice Kahn was the first recipient of
the Noreen E. McNamara Scholarship at Fordham University School of Law. Following
law school, she served as law clerk to the Honorable Peter C. Dorsey, U.S. District Court
Judge for the District of Connecticut. She is a member of the United States Supreme Court,
United States Federal District Court for the District of Connecticut, United States Court of
Appeals Second Circuit, and the Connecticut and New York State Bars.

Governor Dannel P. Malloy nominated Justice Kahn to the Supreme Court on October 4,
2017 and she was sworn in on November 1, 2017. Prior to this appointment, Justice Kahn
served as a judge of the Appellate Court and as a judge of the Superior Court, where she
primarily heard criminal matters.

Before becoming a judge, Justice Kahn was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in New Haven.
As a federal prosecutor, Justice Kahn was responsible for complex white collar investi-
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gations and prosecutions, both civil and criminal, in the areas of health care fraud, bank
fraud, bankruptcy fraud and trade secrets.

Justice Kahn has been honored on several occasions with awards including: The De-
partment of Justice Special Achievement Awards in 1998 to 2006, and the Department of
Health and Human Services, OIG, Integrity Awards. On November 3, 2017, the Portuguese
Bar Association presented Justice Kahn with the “Americo Ventura Lifetime Achievement
Award.”

Justice Kahn is co-chair of the Judicial Branch’s Access to Justice Commission and the
Limited English Proficiency Committee. She was also a member of the Judges’ Educa-
tion Committee and has taught several courses at the Connecticut Judges’ Institute. Justice
Kahn is a James W. Cooper Fellow with the Connecticut Bar Foundation.

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE STEVEN D. ECKER

Justice Steven D. Ecker was born April 19, 1961, in Chicago, Illinois, and grew up in the
Midwest. He received his B.A. degree from Yale University, magna cum laude, in 1984,
and his J.D. from Harvard Law School, magna cum laude, in 1987. At law school, Justice
Ecker was an editor of the Harvard Law Review from 1985 to 1987, and a member of the
winning team in the Ames Moot Court Competition in 1987. Justice Ecker served as a law
clerk to Judge Jon O. Newman of the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Cir-
cuit from 1987 to 1988.

Justice Ecker began practicing law with the New Haven firm Jacobs, Grudberg, Belt &
Dow, P.C., where he worked from 1988 to 1994. Between 1994 and 2014, he practiced in
Hartford with Cowdery, Ecker & Murphy, L.L.C. Justice Ecker’s private practice consisted
primarily of civil litigation in trial and appellate courts, both state and federal. His cases
covered a broad range of subject areas, including personal injury and business torts, consti-
tutional law, professional ethics and discipline, family law, commercial law, and employ-
ment law. Clients included individuals, business entities, municipalities, public officials,
and lawyers and law firms.

Justice Ecker was appointed to the Superior Court bench by Governor Dannel P. Malloy
in 2014. He was sworn in as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court on May 3, 2018.

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE JOAN K. ALEXANDER

Associate Justice Joan K. Alexander was nominated by Governor Ned Lamont to the
Supreme Court on April 13, 2022, and the General Assembly confirmed her appoin