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AIRWays and the Interim 
Assessment Blocks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon and welcome to this webinar on AIRWays and the Interim Assessments.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
My name is Dr. Cristi Alberino.  No, I’m not a superhero, but I am an ELA Consultant for the Bureau of Student Assessment.
Any questions you might have concerning the Interim Assessments may be emailed to me using the contact information provided at the end of this presentation.
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Agenda

 Updates to the Interim 
Assessments

 Using AIRWays for Hand Scoring
 System Improvements and 

Resources
 The NGSS Interim Assessments
 Digital Library Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this presentation, I will quickly review the purpose of interim blocks, note the features of hand scoring now available in AIRWays, and provide updates on other system improvements. 
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Non-Disclosure Agreement

• hand-scoring materials are classified 
as non-secure/non-public 

• materials cannot be posted publicly, 
reproduced for commercial purposes, 
or sold

• materials contain copyrighted 
information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before I begin, I just want to stress that although the interim assessment items are non-secure items, the interim assessments are non-public.  These materials may be used for the purposes of training district educators who are responsible for scoring student responses or for improving teaching practice in the classroom.  
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Do Not Post

Homework Assignments
Vacation Practice Packets

Practice Items Posted on the School 
Website

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers and administrators are encouraged to use the interims creatively, but items and scoring materials should never be sent home or posted on line. If the items are released publically, they lose their powers of assessment. 
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Interims – A Powerful Tool

• allow teachers to check student 
progress throughout the year

• used to improve instruction and 
help students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Interims are a useful way to check student progress and to gather information about learning that can alter the instruction provided.  Interims offer flexibility, and can be used for professional development or in class with students in a variety of ways.  The State Department of Education is not dictating if or when you use the interims, but caution you to keep in mind the purposes and appropriate uses of these assessments.
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Interim Updates

No changes in interim block 
content, but…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Math and ELA blocks remain the same this school year.  Although there are no new blocks, there is an incredible new feature…



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Hand scoring now  
happens right in 

AIRWays!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hand scoring is available in the AIRWays Reporting System.  Yup, no more THSS!  Now teachers not only see how students performed, but can score or rescore open-ended items all within the same system. 
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That’s a lot o money

And a lot of users

Automated Scoring 
is now available for
open-ended items!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the past, if a student took a block with a hand scored item, such as Reading for Information, the scores for the block would not show in the AIRWays dashboard until a teacher scored the one open-ended item in that block.  Now, with automated scoring, scores will be available immediately after testing, and although items receive a tentative score, teachers can review the student responses and alter the computer-assigned scores. This feature is available for the brief write blocks, the reading blocks, and the ELA performance tasks.  
Teachers still need to hand score some of the mathematics performance task items.

Before I demonstrate what this automated scoring looks like…
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Benefits of Hand Scoring…

• Self Guided
• Allows teachers to internalize 

expectations
• Aligns to summative assessments
• Consistent across grade levels, 

content areas, and item types
• Supports the identification of 

areas of strength and weakness

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I want to remind everyone of the many benefits of hand scoring.  This process allows teachers to interpret strengths and weaknesses for student performance on the specific skills being assessed.

Student responses can be one piece of evidence used as a measure by teachers to evaluate student understanding and determine next instructional steps.

Interims benefit students as well, because they allow them the chance to practice on a subset of grade-level appropriate, focused skills in math and ELA using an online platform—the same online platform they will use when they take the summative. 

Hand scoring of the interim assessments is a local responsibility.
Educators will use the same scoring rules as the summative assessment.
Training is essential to provide optimal levels of reliability and validity when interpreting test results. 
And although an automated score is available, responses still need to be reviewed and scores approved or changed before they are finalized.
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Blocks with Hand-Scored Items 

Read Literary 
Text

Math PT

Read Informational 
Text

ELA PTBrief Writes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These blocks all contain one or more items that will be given a tentative score through an automated scoring system.  Scores will not be considered final until the automated score is reviewed and accepted or changed after hand scoring.
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Navigating the CT Portal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Choose the Smarter Balanced Assessment card on the left side of the page.  This gives you access to systems associated with Smarter Balanced, such as the Digital Library, Practice & Training Tests, Manuals for Online Testing, and Smarter Balanced Resources.
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Locating AIRWays

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locate the AIRWays Reporting card on the screen.  Then, when prompted, enter your email address and password.  This is the same email address and password you use for the online testing system.
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Using AIRWays for Hand 
Scoring

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just log into AIRWays through the CT Portal and see results for almost all the interim blocks immediately!
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Rosters are the key to 
AIRWays

Changeable scores

Multiple viewers

Saved item responses

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is imperative that everyone recognize that the key to AIRWays is setting up student rosters in TIDE.  Once a student is on a teacher’s roster, that teacher can see open-ended responses, change the score on a previously scored or AI scored item, and revisit student responses.  In short, scores are no longer fixed.    




CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Checking AI Scored Items

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the Dashboard, you must access the block taken, and then choose a class or group of students and click.  I now have all the students associated with a specific roster who took the Brief Write Block for Grade 5.  By expanding the Total Items section of this report, I can see students’ scores, all of which are underlined.  By clicking on that underlined number, I can change or review a score.  If a score point has an exclamation mark inside a yellow triangle, it means that the confidence level for that score is low.  Those are responses you will need to review closely.
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Rescore AI Items

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By simply clicking on the pencil icon next to ‘points earned’, the reader can change the score or the condition code of the associated item.  
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Let’s review some helpful
features

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the up and down arrows to the right of a student’s name lets you see all responses to the same item, while toggling using the item buttons moving right and left allows you to see one student’s entire test with responses. 
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Rubrics and 
Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A scoring guide, a rubric, an exemplar set, and item information such as difficulty level are under the Rubric and Resources tab, while the Item and Score tab provides a view of the item and stimulus, as well as the student’s response. 
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Just find the yellow 
button!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you see the yellow button labeled ‘tests to score’ on the top of the screen, you have assessments that require hand scoring and cannot be scored with AI.  The only items in the interim blocks that are not AI scored are certain math PT items or one item for ELA Grade 6  in the Brief Write block.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is where the button can be found on the AIRWays Dashboard page.
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ASSESSMENT NAME

TEST REASON

NUMBER OF STUDENTS WHO TOOK THAT BLOCK

NUMBER OF ITEMS TO SCORE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One click of that yellow button provides access to the Scoring Mode page with all unscored, open-ended items completed by students who are associated with you via a roster.  These are initially listed by assessment name.
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And don’t forget about longitudinal 
data!  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By entering a SASID in the search box, you can view all the tests a student has taken, not only this school year, but any prior years.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the AIRWays Dashboard page, which is the page that loads when I initially sign on, I find the search box in the top right corner that reads Enter Student ID.  I input the SSID for the student (11115) and hit search.  
Directly below the search box is a dropdown menu for Filters.  I can filter by a specific year they took an interim, or include multiple years.  For Ozzy, I want to see his performance over multiple blocks and across multiple years. So I check both years available and then click Apply.  

Now I see all the IABs Ozzy has taken, as well as the scores he received on them.  I can choose one block, such as Reading Informational Text, and click on it.  When I arrive at this page, I see a small clock icon in the top left corner.  That allows me to access longitudinal data on this Block.  In other words, the student needs to have taken the specific block more than once either in the same school year, or across multiple years.  In this case, I only see how Ozzy did on the IAB for Reading Informational Text. 

When a student has only taken a block once, such as Language and Vocabulary Use, the icon we saw before, the clock, with the arrows, is not visible.  Instead, we see books.  This icon links this block to the Digital Library.  
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Be Brave

Scoring materials and 
answer keys are also in 
TIDE.

Useful for SLCs or 
professional development 
sessions
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Locating TIDE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locate the TIDE link in the top row.  You should have a TIDE username and password from your district. 
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Accessing General Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will also find a crosswalk document for ELA and mathematics that highlights each open-ended item in the IABs and ICAs.
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Downloading the File

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now you can download the bottom folder entitled Interim Assessment Training Guides and Exemplars.  If you choose not to access the materials through TIDE, these materials are also accessible in AIRWays along with student’s completed interim assessment responses, but only for the particular item being scored.
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Using Materials

• Read the Training Guide
• Closely examine each Exemplar and 
the corresponding annotation

• Take notes on each paper delineating 
differences in score points

• Pay attention to line papers
• Complete the Check Set as a practice 
or calibration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each hand scored item has two sets of documents assigned to it: a Training Guide, delineated by TG at the end of the file name, and an Exemplar Set, delineated by EX at the end of its file name.
 When using the training materials provided, you should read through the Training Guide first.  It contains:
Instructions that provide step by step directions for using the materials;
A Stimulus, which is the passage or text to which students are asked to respond; 
An Item stem, or the task students are asked to complete;
A target specific rubric that you should use to score student responses;
A list of condition codes to use during scoring to identify reasons that responses are not scorable; And every TG contains a target chart that shows those targets and standards associated with the claim to which the item aligns.

The next document you should read closely is the Exemplar Set.  This document contains a set of student responses that help demonstrate what represents a specific score point.  Each set provides approximately three examples of a score point, normally including a high, medium, and low response within a single score.  All scored items are annotated and include item metadata such as grade, claim and target, associated standards, the actual item stem or question, and the assigned score. 

When reading this document, pay close attention to the papers that help determine a line in scoring. What are the subtle differences between a score point 2 and a score point 1?  The annotations for each paper will provide details explaining why each response received that score. Score point 2’s are mot necessarily stellar or perfect responses in these sets, but simply those that meet the expectations of the rubric and the standards.  All responses are ordered from high to low for score points 2, 1, and 0. 

Lastly, use the Check Set prior to scoring student responses.  It contains a sample of student responses on which you can practice scoring, with an answer key and annotations on the last page. 

At any point throughout the year you can move through the self-guided documents to train alone, or you can train your colleagues.  These materials can be printed out or you can work through them on your computer.  

Just remember not to post these or share them – they are test materials and are not public.
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Navigating the CT Portal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For any questions on how to use the various systems in the portal, and to find brochures and quick guides for making a roster or administering an Interim, use the Resources tab, as shown on the slide. 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

And another exciting addition…

31

Science Interim 
Blocks are now 

available! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the same interim system, we now offer science interim assessment blocks!
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32

oGrade 5: 7 blocks

oGrade 8: 10 blocks

oGrade 11: 10 blocks

Science Blocks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 27 NGSS interim assessment blocks representing Earth, Life, and Physical Science. Each block contains two clusters.
Grade 5: 7 blocks; 14 total clusters
Grade 8: 10 blocks; 20 total clusters
Grade 11: 10 blocks; 20 total clusters

All the accommodations and designated supports offered on the NGSS Summative Assessments are available on the NGSS Interim Assessment, including Text-to-Speech.
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Located in AIRWays

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The scores are immediately available in AIRWays! 

All the items included in each of the NGSS interim assessment blocks are machine-scored. The results will be presented in the same place and manner as the ELA and math interim results.   You will find them on the AIRWays Dashboard page, which displays the overall summary of students’ score data, including performance distribution for each assessment.

And all the accommodations and designated supports offered on the NGSS Summative Assessments are available on the NGSS Interim Assessment, including Text-to-Speech.
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• Accommodations and supports 
available

• Available in AVA

Currently, no separate answer keys 
available

34

Science Blocks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All the accommodations and designated supports offered on the NGSS Summative Assessments are available on the NGSS Interim Assessment, including Text-to-Speech.


Teachers can securely log into the Assessment Viewing Application (AVA) to review the blocks without having to take the test using the secure browser.

And while there are currently no answer keys outside of the item level-information in AIRWays, scoring is available in AVA!  
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Reporting the Interim Scores

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that you are familiar with how to score student responses, you need to know how scores for the Interim Assessment Blocks are reported. 
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The IABs are reported in AIRWays using a 
performance category

ABOVE AT/NEAR BELOW

This is very similar to the claim achievement 
category on the Summative.

Interim Assessment Block (IAB) 
Scores

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First, all IABs are reported using what is called a “performance category,” and you’ll notice that they have the same names as the summative claim achievement categories. 
So, hopefully it won’t surprise you that we used the same process as was used to determine the claim scores on these performance categories.
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Interim Assessment Block (IAB) 
Scores

37

Compare 
to 

standard 
cut

Raw 
score and 

item 
difficulty

Scale 
score 

and SEM

Performance 
category

Presenter
Presentation Notes

[CLICK] A combination of raw score and item difficulty results in 
[CLICK] a scale score and a standard error. 
[CLICK] Then we compare to the standard cut for that grade level and content area, 
[CLICK] which then gives us the performance category.


Item difficulty across the content
The IABs are groups of items about similar topics. 
IABs with harder content likely have more items with higher difficulty values.

Raw points on one IAB topic cannot be compared to raw points on another IAB topic.

Let’s look at item difficulty and how it contributes to a score.  
Some IABs have content that is harder (in general) for students than other topics. This means that IABs with harder content will have items with higher difficulty levels….which leads to higher scale scores.


NOTE TO PRESENTER:
Remember that the smaller the number of items on a test, the greater the SEM. IABs with a small number of items (5 or 6) have the largest SEM.
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ELA Grade 3 Claim Performance

1/10/2019 38

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This diagram may help you better understand the three performance categories.  
The IABs are groups of items about similar topics. 
IABs with harder content likely have more items with higher difficulty values.

Also, Raw points on one IAB topic cannot be compared to raw points on another IAB topic.

Let’s look at item difficulty and how it contributes to a score.  


For Grade 3, the cut score between Levels 2 and 3 is 2432.  So, if a student has a scale score of 2431 they are in Performance Level 2.  AT 2432 or above is a three.  

The black line in this diagram represents the 2/3 line when scores are reported out in one of four performance levels (1: does not meet the standard; 2 approaching, 3 meets and 4 exceeds). 

When a score is clearly above the line (blue dot) not only in the scale score, but considering the SEM as well, it is Above.

When a scaled score including the SEM is completely below the line, it is below.  When the scale score including the SEM touches that LINE, it is at or near.

In short, they combined the 2/3 levels in the interim reporting.  

(Remember that the smaller the number of items on a test, the greater the SEM. IABs with a small number of items (5 or 6) have the largest SEM.)
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Connecting ELA and Math Interim 
Data to the Digital Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another resource available to you is the Digital Library.  This can be helpful whether you are using the interims or not, but now there is a new feature available. 
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Place your screenshot here

Digital Library Connections

40

The books icon 
in the top left 
corner connects 
to the 
corresponding 
Connections 
Playlist!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 108 playlists available, one for each block.  Playlists can be powerful resources, suggesting content supports or enhancements depending on the performance level of the student. 
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Interim Data and the DL
Connections Playlists are built based on 
student performance on specific IABs. 

Digital Library resources are selected 
and organized based on the specific 
performance categories for an IAB. 

Every block in ELA and math available 
at each grade!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Connections Playlist is a collection of resources in the Digital Library that address a progression in skills or understanding for a topic. They are created by trained educators. 
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Sample Play List - Gr. 4 Brief Write 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grade 4�Brief Writes
The playlist for Grade 4 Brief Writes includes videos that support instruction directed at students who perform above standard as well as at/near standard.
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Instructional Playlists
Instructional Playlists are instructional 
resources that center around content found in 
the IABs.

• Intended to supplement core curriculum

• Supply learning goals and success criteria

• Include lessons and resources to reinforce 
specific skills 

• Available for both math and ELA 
• 14 total
• 2 per grade 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Smarter Balanced also offers Instructional Playlists, which are instructional resources that center around the content measured in an interim assessment Block.  

The Instructional Playlists are intended to supplement core curriculum and help educators by supplying learning goals and success criteria for focused skill areas. These lists include lessons and resources to reinforce specific skills, and are available for both math and ELA.  �
Currently, there are 14 Instructional Playlists available on the Digital Library: two 2 per grade, one in ELA and one in Math.
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Instructional Playlists
Grade 3

Read Literary Text

Operations in 
Algebraic Thinking

Grade 4
Read Literary Text

Operations in Base 
10

Grade 5

Read Literary Text

Numbers in Base Ten

Grade 6
Read Informational Texts

Ratio and Proportional 
Relationships 

Grade 7

Read Informational Text 

The Number System

Grade 8

Read Informational Texts

Expressions and Equations 

High School
Research 

Algebra and Functions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a list of the available instructional playlists by grade.  
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The Power of the System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that the Interim Assessments are only one part of a system designed to determine students’ progress toward college and career readiness. 
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A Balanced System

DIGITAL 
LIBRARY

INTERIM 
ASSESSMENTS

SUMMATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS

Presenter
Presentation Notes

This system provides the Digital Library that is full of Formative Assessment Resources, which can be used every day by teachers to monitor student learning in the classroom and help make ongoing instructional adjustments to better meet student needs. 

And you already know you get the Interim Assessments that can be administered at the end of units or grades to evaluate the learning of groups of students to inform curriculum and instruction at the local level.  Or, they can be used less formally as whole group or small group activities to determine gaps in learning. 

And we also provide State Summative Assessments. These assessments are given at the end of learning to track student performance and inform decisions about curriculum, instruction, professional development, and policy for a variety of stakeholders.
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All interims 
are open 

until 
June 14, 

2019!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ELA, math, and science interims are all open until June 14th of next year!
They can be taken more than once and each score is recorded and displayed in the AIRWays dashboard.
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180,000
Interims completed as of January 2019!

48

Over 500,000
Interims completed in 2017-2018

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By the first week of January, close to 180,000 interims were completed:
Last year, over ½ a million were completed state-wide!
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Dr. Cristi Alberino, ELA
Education Consultant
Performance Office

Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
860-713-6862

49

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our CT Web Portal has fantastic resources available, from quick guides and step-by-step brochures, to system user manuals and FAQs. 
Though I don’t have superpowers, I do try to respond to questions faster than the speed of light! If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at the CT State Department of Education. 
Thank you !

mailto:Cristi.Alberino@ct.gov
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