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Rationale for Assessing Reading 

“At the heart of the Common Core State 

Standards is a focus on literacy instruction 

that centers on careful examination of the 

texts- Reading closely and drawing evidence 

from the text to support inferences and 

judgments made.” 

 

 



Students can read closely and analytically to 
comprehend a range of increasingly complex 
literary and informational texts. 

Claim 1 



Claim 1 and CAT Assessment Targets 

Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a 
range of increasingly complex literary and informational 

text.  

Targets 1-7: Literary Text 

Targets  

1 and 8: 

 KEY DETAILS 

 

Targets  

2 and 9: 

CENTRAL 
IDEAS 

 

Targets  

3 and 10: 

WORD 
MEANINGS 

Targets  

4 and 11: 

REASONING 
and 

EVIDENCE 

Targets  

5 and 12: 

ANALYSIS 
WITHIN AND 

ACROSS 
TEXTS 

Targets 8-14: Informational Text 

Targets  

6 and 13:  

TEXT 
STRUCTURES 

AND  
FEATURES 

Targets  

7 and 14: 

LANGUAGE 
USE 



Reading Stimuli Specifications 



Reading Stimuli Specifications 

Stimuli must: 
• be rich enough to support well-developed 

questions;  
• meet the demands of grade-level interest and 

appropriateness; 
• have an appropriate text complexity level for Claim 

1 Reading literary and informational passages on 
the CCSS grade band;  

• adhere to descriptions and the level of quality set 
forth in the Common Core State Standards, the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
Content Specifications for ELA, and Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium English 
Language Arts & Literacy Computer Adaptive Test 
(CAT) Stimulus Specifications for ELA 

 



Reading Stimuli Specifications 

Stimuli must: 

• Adhere to descriptions and level of quality set 
forth in the CCSS standards, the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Content Specifications 
for ELA and the Smarter Balanced English 
Language Arts Stimulus Specifications 

 

• Consider accessibility concerns refer to the 
SBAC Accessibility and Accommodations 
Guidelines and the SBAC Consortium Bias 
and Sensitivity Guidelines 



Quality Criteria for Stimuli 



Passage Text Length by Grade 

GRADE 
WORD COUNT RANGE 

(short text) 

WORD COUNT RANGE 

(long text) 

3 200-487 488-650 

4 450-562 563-750 

5 450-562 563-750 

6 650-712 713-950 

7 650-712 713-950 

8 650-712 713-950 

11 800-825 826-1100 

 



Literary Texts and Informational Texts 

• Literary includes stories, drama, and poetry 

• Informational includes literary nonfiction and a 
broad range of texts and topics.  

– Literary nonfiction conveys factual information 

– may or may not employ a narrative structure or 
personal perspective 

– literary nonfiction considered informational  

– expert judgment used to evaluate each text - in 
some cases, a literary nonfiction text belongs with 
literary text  

• story structure and/or employs literary devices 

 



Literary Texts Informational Texts 

Text 

Types 
Grades 3–5 Grades 6–8 High School Text Types Grades 3–5 

Grades 6–8 & 

High School 

Stories 

Includes 

children’s 

adventure 

stories, 

folktales, 

legends, 

fables, 

fantasy, 

realistic 

fiction, and 

myth 

Includes 

the 

subgenres 

of 

adventure 

stories, 

historical 

fiction, 

science 

fiction, 

realistic 

fiction, 

parodies, 

and satire 

Includes the 

subgenres of 

adventure 

stories, 

historical 

fiction, 

science 

fiction, 

realistic 

fiction, 

allegories 

parodies, 

satire, and 

graphic novels 
Literary 

Nonfiction 

and 

Historical, 

Scientific, 

and 

Technical 

Texts 

Includes 

biographies and 

autobiographies; 

books about 

history, social 

studies, science, 

and the arts; 

technical texts, 

including 

directions, forms, 

and information 

displayed in 

charts or maps; 

and digital 

sources on a 

range of topics 

Includes the 

subgenres of 

exposition, 

argument, and 

functional text 

in the form of 

personal 

essays, 

speeches, 

opinion pieces, 

essays about 

art or 

literature, 

biographies, 

memoirs, 

journalism, 

and historical, 

scientific, 

technical, or 

economic 

accounts 

(including 

digital sources) 

written for a 

broad 

audience 

Dramas 

Includes 

staged 

dialogue 

and brief 

familiar 

scenes 

Includes 

one-act and 

multi-act 

plays 

Includes one-

act and multi-

act plays 

Poetry 

Includes 

the 

subgenres 

of narrative 

poems and 

free-verse 

poems 

Includes 

the 

subgenres 

of narrative 

poems, 

lyrical 

poems, 

free-verse 

poems, and 

ballads  

Includes the 

subgenres of 

lyrical poems, 

free-verse 

poems, 

sonnets, and 

odes 

 



Measures to Determine Text 

Complexity 



Measures to Determine Text  Complexity 

• The Common Core State Standards 
require students to read increasingly 
complex texts with greater independence 
and proficiency as they progress toward 
career college readiness. 

• Three-part model for select texts 
1. Quantitative Measures 

2. Qualitative Measures 

3. Considerations for Passage Selection 



• Quantitative 
– Grade level equivalent 

– Lexile 

– Flesch-Kincaid 

• Qualitative  
– Levels of meaning 

– Levels of purpose 

– Structure, organization 

– Language conventionality/clarity 

– Prior knowledge demands 

• Reader and Task becomes Considerations for Passage Selection 
– Accessibility 

– Sentence and text structures 

– Archaic language, slang, idioms, or other language challenges 

– Background knowledge 

– Bias and sensitivity issues 

– Word count 

Text Complexity: Three Part Model 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=text+complexity+triangle&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=t9iVZjb2TmtbIM&tbnid=j13fgAeJ8t2kiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content;jsessionid=j05yIV-vVTXe1ogb1MkZzg**?action=2&scId=306592&sciId=12133&ei=4s3yUayBPIzC9QTsw4CwAQ&bvm=bv.49784469,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNE6F6cNxdO_10nt_yk0lD8K5CKVqg&ust=1374953246307719


Quantitative Measures 

What are quantitative measures? 

• Traditional measures of text complexity (i.e., readability metrics and word 

count) 
 

What are Lexiles? 

• Offer readabilities for whole texts from which shorter texts may be taken. 

Lexiles may be used as one part of the evidence to determine whether a 

passage meets appropriate complexity criteria. 
 

What is the Flesch-Kincaid index? 

• Available in Microsoft Word, this index provides counts of a number of 

passage attributes and the average numbers of sentences per paragraph, 

words per sentence and characters per word. It provides readability data: 

the number of passive sentences, Flesch Reading Ease score and Flesch-

Kincaid Grade Level for the passage (calculated using the number of 

syllables in the passage). This metric may underestimate the readability 

levels of informational passages because it does not account for 

specialized vocabulary. 



Qualitative Measures: Considerations 

• It is not possible to produce accurate readability 

estimates for certain types of stimuli (e.g., poems, 

passages with extensive dialogue, use of 

nontraditional features/formats) 

• Complex narrative fiction can pose a challenge 

for all readability indices. 

– Consider John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of 

Wrath. 

• Steinbeck used simple words to express complex ideas. 

• Flesch-Kincaid and Lexiles rated it appropriate for grades 2-

3. Yet, children at this grade-band may not truly understand 

the complexity of ideas. 



Grade Band Current Lexile 
Band 

“Stretch” Lexile 
Band 

K-1 N/A N/A 

2-3 450L-725L 420L-820L 

4-5 645L-845L 740L-1010L 

6-8 860L-1010L 925L-1185L 

9-10 960L-1115L 1050L-1335L 

11-CCR 1070L-1220L 1185L-1385L 

Quantitative Analysis 



What Are Considerations for Passage 

Selection? 

Recognize potential challenges: 

• Accessibility 

• Sentence and text structures 

• Archaic language, slang, idioms, or other 
language challenges 

• Background knowledge 

• Bias and sensitivity issues 

• Word count 

 



Text Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric Literary Texts 



Text Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric Literary 

Texts, Continued 



Text Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric Informational 

Texts  



Text Complexity: Qualitative Measures Rubric Informational Texts, 

Continued  



Grade 11 Reading  

 Paired-Text Sample Item 

Solar Energy 



Paired-Text: Solar Energy (Stimulus 1) 



Paired-Text: Solar Energy (Stimulus 2) 



Solar Energy Sample Item 62984 



Solar Energy Sample Item 62984 Rubric 

 



Solar Energy Sample Item 62988 



Solar Energy Sample Item 62988: Key 



 
 
 

Accessibility and Accommodations 
 

30 



• Accommodations may need to be considered for students with 

motor impairments because students may use word processing 

tools (a mouse and keyboard) when responding to some items for 

Claim 1. 

• Students with visual impairments may need accommodations as 

well.  

• Stimuli will be carefully screened to ensure their appropriateness for 

each student and every population 

• Construct-relevant terminology will be indicated  in item 

specifications. 

• Item stems will model simple, clear, grade-appropriate language. 

• Task Models will be identified as more appropriate for populations 

with motor or visual disabilities. 

 

 

 

Accessibility and Accommodations 

Considerations for Claim 1 



Questions  



Reflect on Guiding Questions 

Page 33 

1. What do educators need to do to 

support student learning? 

 

2. What do educators need to do to 

ensure that students are prepared 

for the Smarter Balanced 

assessments?  


