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Office Hours Information 

• All attendees will be placed on mute for the duration of the 
webinar.

• We will be monitoring/responding to questions in the chat during 
the meeting. Any unanswered questions will be addressed during 
the “question” breaks. Please feel free to email us your question if 
it is not answered during the meeting.

• The PowerPoint will be posted in the chat.
• This session is being recorded and will be posted to the training

page of the CSDE website.

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment/Training


Agenda

• CAAELP Important Dates
• Overview of CAAELP
• CAAELP Eligibility
• CAAELP and the Early Stopping Rule
• CAAELP Domain Exemptions
• Who Administers the CAAELP?
• CAAELP Training
• CAAELP Administration



Before We Begin…
Abbreviations and Acronyms



Abbreviations and Acronyms

• AAC - Augmentative and Alternative Communication

• APSEP - Approved Private Special Education Program

• CAAELP - Connecticut Alternate Assessment of English Language 
Proficiency

• CAI - Cambium Assessment, Inc. the vendor for summative assessments 
for Smarter Balanced Math/ELA, Next Generation Science (NGSS) 
Assessments, and the Alternate Assessment System

• CSDE – Connecticut State Department of Education

• CTAA - CT Alternate Assessments (Math and ELA)

• CTAS - CT Alternate Science Assessment

• DA - District Administrator for Testing in TIDE



Abbreviations and Acronyms

• EL/ML - English Learner/Multilingual Learner

• ELAC - English Learner Assessment Coordinator

• ELP - English Language Proficiency

• LEA - Local Education Agency

• IEP - Individualized Education Program

• PPT - Planning and Placement Team

• PSIS - Public School Information System

• TEA - Teacher Trained to Administer the Alternate Assessments

• TIDE - Test Information Distribution Engine



Critical Dates to Keep in Mind



CAAELP Important Dates

Item Dates
Connecticut Alternate Assessment Eligibility Form 

- completed & implemented in CT-SEDS By December 29, 2023

ESR Student Response Check - conducted by 
Trained TEA

(complete SRC and submit attestation form to 
DA)

By February 1, 2024

Early Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form 
- submitted by DA in TIDE By March 1, 2024

Domain Exemptions for CAAELP By March 22, 2024

The CAAELP testing window February 1, 2024, through
March 29, 2024



Overview of CAAELP



CAAELP Overview

• One of three assessments in the Alternate Assessment System (CTAA, 
CTAS, and CAAELP).

• CAAELP is designed for students in Grades K-12 with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities who are:

o Dually identified as English learners/multilingual learners 
(ELs/MLs) with an IEP

o Receiving services under IDEA



CAAELP Overview

• Aligned to and derived from the Connecticut English Language 
Proficiency Standards.

• CAAELP is an online, secure assessment, delivered through TIDE.

• For the 2023-24 CAAELP administration there will be multiple test 
forms assigned.

o (Forms A, B, C, and D)



CAAELP Eligibility



CAAELP Eligibility Criteria

The student’s Planning and Placement Team (PPT) must annually consider which 
assessments are most appropriate for each student in Grades K-12.

The following must be determined for participation in the CAAELP:

Is the student 
identified as a 
special 
education 
student with an 
active IEP?

Step 
1

Does the student meet 
each of the 3 mandatory 
components of the 
Alternate Assessment 
System Eligibility Form
providing evidence for 
participation criteria?

Step 
2

Is the student 
identified in PSIS 
as EL/ML?

Step 
3

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form


Alternate Assessment System 
Eligibility Determination 

For a student to be eligible for the Alternate 
Assessment, the PPT must complete the Alternate 
Assessment System Eligibility Form within CT-SEDS as 
part of the PPT Process documenting a significant 
cognitive disability. 

The 3 criteria that need to be met are:

1. There is evidence of an intellectual impairment.

2. There is evidence of adaptive skills well below age-
level expectations.

3. The student requires intensive instruction and 
significant supports.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/annotated-ct-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form.pdf


CAAELP Participation Guidelines

These guidelines describe 
the purpose, participation 
criteria, and procedures to 
determine and document 
eligibility for the CAAELP.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-participation-guidelines.pdf


CAAELP and CT-SEDS

Located in the CT-SEDS State Testing tile, PPTs will complete the following 
components during the PPT process:

• The Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Eligibility Form, and;

• The verification section.

• Eligibility data from CT-SEDS is populated to TIDE nightly. Eligible 
students will have an activated Alt Flag Indicator on the student 
dashboard. 

To qualify, the IEP must be fully implemented in CT-SEDS. 



CT-SEDS: Alternate Assessment 
Eligibility

PPTs can indicate that a student is being 
considered for the Connecticut 
Alternate Assessment System.

The Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
System Eligibility Form is built into CT-
SEDS.

Alternate Assessment 
Eligibility



CAAELP and the Early Stopping Rule



CAAELP Early Stopping Rule (ESR)

• A tool developed by the CSDE to identify students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities who are unable to demonstrate an 
observable and consistent mode of communication during 
instruction and on assessments.

• Educators familiar with the student complete the Student 
Response Check (SRC) 2023-24 Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
System Early Stopping Rule and Student Response Check.

• Refer to the ESR guidelines to observe timeline and due dates for 
ESR identification and approval from the CSDE.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check


CAAELP Early Stopping Rule (ESR)

Important dates for administration and deadlines for submission are:

• TEA administration of Student Response Check was due between 
by February 1, 2024.

• TEA submission of Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early 
Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form to their District 
Administrator (DA) for TIDE was due no later than February 1, 2024.

• DA submission of Connecticut Alternate Assessment System Early 
Stopping Rule Request and Attestation Form using the TIDE system
before March 1, 2024.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check


ESR Submission Tips

Things to double check before and during submitting your ESR in TIDE.

1. Verify the Alt Flag is set to ON in TIDE.

2. Clearly specify the 3 separate dates for the SRC.

3. Review the Attestation Form prior to upload for the following information

a) SASID matches ESR submission in TIDE.

b) All SRC sessions are dated and signed by TEA.

c) All signatures are completed and dated by TEA, Special Education 
Director, and DA.

d) TEA EIN is provided.



ESR in TIDE - Approved

• If approved, you will receive an automatic email.

• A nightly upload will mark approved ESR students in TIDE.

• Once approved, no further action is necessary!

• Do NOT begin any tests for approved ESR students.

• Cambium will close all tests for ESR approved students.

• Once closed, the test(s) will appear as completed in the student's TIDE 
profile.



ESR in TIDE - Approved



ESR in TIDE - Approved



CAAELP Domain Exemptions



Listening
• If a student is identified as 

D/deaf or hard of hearing, 
they may not be not be able 
to participate in the 
Listening subtest due to 
this disability.

• ELs/MLs with an IEP may be 
non-verbal and, even when 
provided assistive technology 
or augmentative and alternate 
communication supports, may 
not be able to participate in the 
Speaking subtest.

CAAELP Domain Exemptions

Domain Exemptions are available on the Listening and/or Speaking subtests for the 
following students:

Speaking



CAAELP Domain Exemptions 
Submission into TIDE

• Submitted by the District Administrator in TIDE

• CAAELP Domain Exemption form can be located in TIDE by:

• Navigating to “Preparing for Testing”

• Selecting “Forms” 

• From the drop-down menu select “CAAELP Domain Exemption”

• Completion of CAAELP Domain Exemption and submission.

• Must be submitted prior to the student starting testing

• Window for submission is by March 22, 2024

• Each domain exemption must be submitted separately in TIDE.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-domain-exemptions.pdf


Domain Exemption in TIDE - Approved

Once approved, the 
exemption(s) will 
appear in the 
student's profile in 
TIDE.

Once the domain exemption(s) is set in 
TIDE, the test will not appear in the 
Student Interface.



Who Administers the CAAELP?



Who Administers the CAAELP? 

• are designated as TEAs by the District Administrator in TIDE.
• may be trained TEAs who have completed the Alternate Assessment 

System Training for administration of the CTAA and CTAS.
• may be educators who support ELs/MLs; 
• may be educators who special education; or 
• both special education and EL/ML educators/administrators 

supporting EL/ML ; and
• are familiar with the student through regular instruction, peripherals, 

or other service areas such as English language development.

Educators who complete the online CAAELP Module Alt ELPA Test Administrator 
Training (2023-2024) may administer this assessment. They….



CAAELP Training



CAAELP Training

• Training is mandated for any educator administering the CAAELP.
• CAAELP Training must be completed annually.
• Training is recommended for ELACs, DAs, and Special Education 

Administrators and/or Coaches.
• Separate training modules are available for ELACs and TEAs.
• Certificate is maintained locally through a process determined by 

the district. 



• Training is online at ELPA 21.
• District Verification code is elpa21.

Alternate Assessment System Training 
Requirements CAAELP (Grades K-12)

33

Resources:
• CAAELP Training Announcement
• Directions for Accessing CAAELP Online 

Training for New Users
• Directions for Accessing CAAELP Online 

Training for Returning Users
• CAAELP Accessibility and Accommodations 

Manual
• Connecticut Alternate Assessment of English 

Language Proficiency (CAAELP)Test 
Administration Manual

• 2023-24 Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
System Early Stopping Rule

Additional training available: 
CAAELP Office Hours

https://training.elpa21.org/index_login.php
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/en/announcements/2023/12/announcement-detail-page
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/New-Users-Directions-for-accessing-the-ELPA21-Training-System-Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/New-Users-Directions-for-accessing-the-ELPA21-Training-System-Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/Returning--Directions-for-accessing-the-ELPA21-Training-System-returning-user-Final.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Student-Assessment/Special-Populations/Returning--Directions-for-accessing-the-ELPA21-Training-System-returning-user-Final.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/ct-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2020/ct-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/Main-Assessment/Student-Assessment/Training


CAAELP Administration 
Preparing for Administration



Preparing for CAAELP Administration

If applicable:
oComplete ESR and submit prior to administering and CSDE deadline 

of March 1, 2024.
oComplete and submit Domain Exemption prior to administering and 

CSDE deadline of March 22, 2024
• Create District Guidance on who will administer the CAAELP.
• Designate TEA role in TIDE for educators administering CAAELP.
• Review and confirm eligible students for CAAELP in CT-SEDS and confirm 

status in TIDE.
• Create a schedule for practice tests and the CAAELP.



Preparing for CAAELP Administration

• Ensure all materials including AAC devices are set prior to administration.

• Designated TEA will need complete the following prior to administration:
• Complete the annual TEA Training 
• Complete Practice Tests Prior to Administration
• Review

• Connecticut Alternate Assessment of English Language Proficiency 
(CAAELP): Test Administration Manual

• CAAELP Accessibility and Accommodations Manual 
• Early Stopping Rule
• Connecticut Alternate Assessment of English Language Proficiency 

(CAAELP) TEA Responsibility Checklist 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/caaelp-resources
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf


Connecticut Alternate Assessment of 
English Language Proficiency (CAAELP): 

Test Administration Manual

This manual contains the 
directions to guide the test 
administrator in test security, 
administration, accessing 
secure test materials,  
logging-in, administering the 
practice test, and general test 
administration activities. 

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf


CAAELP Accessibility and 
Accommodations Manual 

This manual provides 
guidance on the provision of 
optimal testing conditions and 
the selection and 
administration of appropriate 
universal features, designated 
supports, and 
accommodations for eligible 
ELs/MLs with significant 
cognitive disabilities.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf


Connecticut Alternate Assessment of 
English Language Proficiency (CAAELP) 

TEA Responsibility Checklist 

The responsibilities and 
suggested steps for test 
preparation, administration, 
and after test activities for the 
Trained TEA are defined in this 
document.

https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf


CAAELP Administration



Required Secure Alternate 
Assessment Materials for CAAELP



Accessing the Assessment 
and Required Materials



Accessing the Assessment 
and Required Materials

Once logged into the Student 
Interface, select which CAAELP test to 
administer.

Once approved for testing and the test 
begins, you will see the student's 
assigned form.



Accessing the Assessment 
and Required Materials



CAAELP Resources

• CAAELP Resources Main Page CSDE

• CAAELP Resources CAI Portal page

• Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
System Eligibility Form

• CAAELP Training from ELPA21 

• CAAELP Participation Guidelines

• Comparison of Connecticut 
Alternate Assessments

• Connecticut Alternate Assessment of 
English Language Proficiency (CAAELP): 
Test Administration Manual

• CAAELP Accessibility and 
Accommodations Manual 

• Early Stopping Rule

• Connecticut Alternate Assessment of 
English Language Proficiency (CAAELP) 
TEA Responsibility Checklist 

• CAAELP Domain Exemption Guidance

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Student-Assessment/CTAA-Skills-Checklist/Connecticut-Alternate-Assessments/CAAELP-Resources
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/caaelp-resources
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-eligibility-form
https://training.elpa21.org/index_login.php
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-participation-guidelines.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/alternate-assessment-comparison-chart.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/alternate-assessment-comparison-chart.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-test-administration-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2022/ct-caaelp-accessibility-and-accommodations-manual.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/resources/alternate-assessment-system/connecticut-alternate-assessment-system-early-stopping-rule-and-student-response-check
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-tea-responsibility-checklist.pdf
https://ct.portal.cambiumast.com/-/media/project/client-portals/connecticut/pdf/2023/caaelp-domain-exemptions.pdf




Thank you!



Contact Us

Abe Krisst, Chief Student Assessment 
abe.krisst@ct.gov or 

ctstudentassessment@ct.gov
(860) 713-6894

Katie Seifert, Associate Education Consultant
Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov

(860) 713-6722

Deirdre Ducharme, Education Consultant
deirdre.ducharme@ct.gov

(860) 713-6859

Kimberly Johnson, Education Support Specialist
Kimberly.johnson@ct.gov

(860)713-6885

Connecticut Help Desk -
Cambium Assessment

cthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com
844-202-7583

mailto:abe.Krisst@ct.gov
mailto:ctstudentassessment@ct.gov
mailto:Katherine.Seifert@ct.gov
mailto:Kimberly.johnson@ct.gov
mailto:cthelpdesk@cambiumassessment.com
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