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Christine Barrington received her B.A. and M.P.A. from the University of Rhode Island and her 
J.D. from the University of Massachusetts School of Law. After graduating, she practiced as a 
criminal defense attorney in Boston before relocating to Connecticut and opening a private general 
practice which included special appointments from both the Connecticut and Massachusetts 
Department of Education to ensure disabled children who are wards of the state have their 
educational rights protected. She also serves as the Director of the Paralegal Program at Branford 
Hall Career Institute. Additionally, Attorney Barrington volunteers as a Guardian Ad Litem for 
Children in Placement and has volunteered as a collaborating attorney with the New Britain Truancy 
Intervention Project and Lawyers for Children America. She also served on the RIPIN Advisory 
Board committee for USDOE PIRC Grand Administration. 

Kirsten Dovenberg: graduated with a B.A. from American University, a Masters in Teaching from 
Trinity College, and a J.D. from Suffolk University Law School. Attorney Dovenberg has taught 
middle school History and adult English as a second language. She has also served as a special 
education consultant, a special education attorney, a non-profit special education case manager, and 
Massachusetts Department of Education Bureau of Special Education Appeals employee. Attorney 
Dovenberg has completed courses in alternative dispute resolution, the Stadler mediation training and 
the Wrightslaw Special Education Law seminar. 

Cynthia Gilchrest: began her career as a special education teacher: she taught for 8 years at every 
grade level and has teaching experience with all disabilities. She was a special education 
administrator for over 25 years serving as High School Special Education Coordinator in the 
Newtown and Westport Public Schools for 8 years; Westport Public Schools Preschool Special 
Education Coordinator for 1 year; Westport Public Schools Director of Pupil Services for 14 years 
and Westport Public Schools Director of Elementary Education for 3 years. Since retiring, Ms. 
Gilchrest has been a Special Education Consultant to several Connecticut school districts as well as 
an adjunct professor in special education at Fairfield University. She currently serves on the National 
Board for the Certification of School Nurses. 

Ann Paul: served as Assistant Superintendent/Director of Special Services for the Wilton Public 
Schools from July 2007 through June 2017. In this position, she had district-wide responsibilities for 
all Special Education and support services programs and staff and conducted all district special 
education mediations. Previous to this position she served for 3 years as Assistant Director of Special 
Education and Student Services Secondary level for the Darien Public Schools. Prior to this, Ms. 
Paul served as a school psychologist for school districts in Connecticut and New York as well as with 
adolescents in a private hospital setting. Ms. Paul has a B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania; a 
Masters of Education from Teachers College, Columbia University; 092 certification through the 
Sacred Heart University certificate program and additional training in school neuropsychology, 
counseling psychology and learning disabilities. Ms. Paul holds Connecticut certification as an 
administrator and school psychologist. 
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Kimberly Schulist: Prior to becoming a special education mediator and facilitator, Kim was a 
special education attorney for over twenty years. She has her Master of Laws (LLM) in Dispute 
Resolution from Pepperdine University School of Law's Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution. 
Her passion has always been in the field of special education and she has now devoted her 
practice to exclusively special education alternative dispute resolution.  She is committed to 
establishing healthy and communicative long-term relationships between schools and families. 
Her background as a special education attorney and now a mediator provides unique insights in 
her special education mediation practice. 
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