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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Indicator 14 Criteria
In 2009, Indicator ¥ (PostSchool Outcomes)f the State Performance Plan
(SPP) was revised at the federal level to reflect the critical importance of postsecondary
education orstudentguality of life after leaving school. Thadicator requires the
Connecticut &ate Deparnent of Education (8DE) to collect data on three separate
progressively inclusivpercentages fiecting individualswho ae no longer in secondary
schoolbut who had individualized education programs (IEPS) in effect at the time they
left school(Exitery. Thesearethe percentage of students who:are
A.) Enrolled in higher education within one year of leaving high school,
B.) Enrolled in higher educatiaor competitively employed within one year of
leaving high school; or
C.) Enrolled in higher education or in som#ner postsecondary education or
training; or competitively employed or in some other employment within one year
of leaving high school.
This repot discussesheresults otthe2019 CT PostSchool Outcome Survey (PSOS)
conducted by the University of Coratieut (UConn)under contractvith the CSDEto
determine2017-2018 school yeaExiter outcomegegardingindicator 14requirements
A description of thesurveymethod, resultsand how percentages wearalculated
follows.
In the 20172018 school year5,236 students left special education services in
Local Education Agencies EASs) across the Statef Connecticutiue toone of the

following reasons(a) graduaion with a standard diplomé#b) obtairing a Certificate of



Completion,(c) reaching maximum agef eligibility for special educatioservices, ofd)
droppng out of school.

Startingon June 21 2019, eachExiterwasmailed a surveysee Appendix A)
sponsored by thESDEto obtain followup information onstudenfpostschool outcomes
targeted for aleast one year after exiting public schdnladdition to a paper survey
Exiters were mailed information providing them thption of completing the survey
online. Thesurvey included items organized irtwee broad categories: 1)
Postsecondary Educaticand Training Staty) Employment Statysnd 3)Additional
Information

Survey data wrecollected vidive methods (1) a paper survey mailed Exiters
at three different time points in 20{June 2% and Septembel1™); (2) two waves of
phone sureys admhisteredby a team of foutJConnGraduate Assistasi{October 7%
andOctoberl8" between the hours df30 pm and8:00 pm); (3) an online survey that
could be accessed usingjrikk provided withinthe paper survey4) alink to anonline
survey that was sent via texd Exiters(June 2%, July 9", July 239, August 26,
November ¥, November 18); and(5) a link to aronline survey that was send via email
to Exiters(June 2%, July 9", July 239, August 28', November 8, November 18).
Regarding phone callthe districts that had the lowest response t#isat time and had
at least 10 Exiteraere selectedrhe UConnteamthenused district/state provided phone
numbers to contact theswalividualsin order to collect responses.

In total, 460surveys wereeturned Among thesgl2 surveys vere considered to
beinvalid (e.g., surveys were returned blank or partially completekichbrought the

total of valid responses @18 Additionally, a total of7f69 unopened envelopes were



retrnedby the postal service amdeliverabledue toincorrector outdated address
information.In adjusting for the returned incorrect addrestes response raie
calculated to b&0.06% (5,236total Exitersi 769 undeliveable survey$ 12invalid
respnses 4,455 adjustedExiters; 448responses4,455x 100).

Respondent Characteristics

Sixty-five percent of the respondentgre males (65.4%). Approximately 67.9%
were White, followed by 13.4% who were Hispanic/Latri@ny raceand 10.7% who
were Back or African AmericanThe largest group of responders was comprised of those
with Learning Disability and LD/Dyslexia (33.0%), OHI and GAIDD/ADHD (22.5%),
Autism (17.0%), and Emotional Disturbance (12.3%)e vasimajority of the
respondents graduet with a diplomg94.9%), followed by those whdroppedout of
school 2.9%), those whaeachedhie maximum age for servicek.1%), and those who
receivel a certificate of completion (1%).

Indicator 14 Results
A: Percent enrolled in higher education 46.7%

In accordance with federal guidelines, this percentage was calculated based on
respondent results as follows: the numbendividualswho ae no longer in secondary
school, whahad IEPs in effect at the time they lefheol, andwho are/have been
enrolledon a full-or parttime basis in a community college-y2ar programor
college/university (4or more year progranidr at least one complete temhany time in
the year since leaving high schalvided by the number oihdividualswho are no
longer in secondary school and had IEPs in effettie time they left schaahultiplied

by 100.



B: Percent enrolled in higher education or competitively employed within one year of
leaving high school 65.9%6

In accordance with federal guidelines, thesqgentage was calculated based on
respondent results as follovibe number of individualeho ae no longer in secondary
school,had IEPs in efict at the time they left schoalnd who are/have beeenrolledon
a full-or parttime basis in a community bege (2year programor college/university
(4- or more year program) for at least one complete term, at any time in the year since
leaving high schodDR the number oindividuals who are no longer in secondary school,
had IEPs in effect at the time thiejt school, ad are/have worked for pay at or above
the minimum wage in a setting with others who are nondisabled for a period of at least 20
hours a week for at least 90 days at any time in the year since leaving highnsichusol
the number oindividuals who meet both of these criteria (in higher education and
competitively employeddlividedby the number of individualsho are no longer in
secondary school and had IEPs in effgdhe time they left schaohultiplied by100.
C: Percent enrolled in lgher education, or in some other postsecondary eatian or
training program; or canpetitively employed or in some other employmem9-%6

In accordance with federal guidelines, this percentage was calculated based on
respondent results as follovibe rumber of individualsvho are in higher education (see
above) AND the number of individualého are/have beesnrolled ora full-time or part
time basign an education or training progrdor at least one complete term at any time
in the year since leavinggh schoolAND the number of individuals who are
competitively employed (see above) AND the number of individuals who are/have

worked for pay or been sedimployed for a period of at least 90 days at any time in the



year since leaving high schaoinusthe number of individuals who meet multiple
criteria for these categories divided by the nundfeespondentssho are no longer in

secondary school and had IEPs in efffat the time they left schqahultiplied by100.



Methodology
Survey Development
Thesurvey was designed gather information related to Indicator (Rost
School Outcomeg)f the State Performance Plan (SPR)joh specifically requests data
from a population of individualho ae no longer in secondary school but wizal IEPs
in effectat thetime they left schoaglExiters) Primary data gathered incluttee
percentage of individuals:
A.) Enrolled in higher education within one year of leaving high school,
B.) Enrolled in higher education or competitively employed within one year of
leaving highschool; or
C.) Enrolled in higher education or in some other postsecondary education or
training; or competitively employed or in some other employment within one year
of leaving high school.
Results and a description of how eathhesepercentagewerecalculated are presented
below for the2017-2018 school yeaExiter data.
Survey Instrument
Thesurveyinstrumentusedfor the2019CT PostSchoolOutcomeSurvey
(PSOS)is four pagedong and consistsf 12 items (see Appendix A). The 12 items on
the instrumat cover three main categories: RRstsecondary Educatiq@ questions)
(b) Employment Staty8 questions)and (c)Additional Information(7 questions)Seven
items contaira stem followed b list ofoptions from which the respondes@n select
either themost appropriatesinglerespons, or all responses that app@ne itemsa 5

point Likert Scale item which asks individuals about their degréedfatisfactionsince
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leaving secondary scho@nother item asks individuals to select from awsiich skills
thatthey learned during thefime in schoal The finalthree items on the survey are open

ended and offethe respadent an opportunity to provide feedbadiout the following

guestions: AWhat part of vy opfulringéttinggyou s c ho ol e d
ready for | ife after you | eft high school ?20;
di fferently to prepare you f or confusinggoraft er sc
uncl ear about this survey?o

A coverletter explaining the pugse of the survey and invitingdividuals to
participate was drafted. THistter explained that the completedways would be sent to
thePrincipal Investigator (PI), DAllison Lombardij at the Universityof Connecticut,
for analysisThe letteralso ut | i ned t he respondesBurvéys ri ght s

participant and indicatedhat completion and return of the survey isapression of
consent to participate. The complkkgurvey instrument anmbverletterweresubmitted
to the University bConnecticut Institutional Review Board (IRB) thespringof 2019.
A letter from the IRBapproving thesurvey materialsvas received oMay 17", 2019
Participants

Theparticipantdor thissurveyconsisted 06,236 individuals who had exited
specialeducatiorfrom LEAs across the State Gbnnecticuturing the2017-2018
school year. Data reflecting resposifem theseandividualsis reported in December of
each year to th€onnecticutState Department of Educatig@SDE), Performance
Office. TheCSDE providedthe name, address, gender, exceptionality, ethnicity, and
reason for exit to thelConnteamvia a password protected filk.should be noted that

this data set is the source of the demograipiiccmationdescribed later in thieport.
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Each swvey contained a uniquespondent codand completed surveys could lbgked
to this code to allowdemographic information arglirveyresponses to be joinéar the
purposes of analysig\lthough the two data sets could be linkkxt the purposes dhe
CT PostSchool Outcome Survey (PSQ8) dataanalygs wereconductedn a
summative manneat the grouptather than the individual level.
Data Collection

Survey data was collead via five processespaper surveysnline paper surveys,
text messagesnwils, and phone call$hefirst papemailing consisting o#,908
surveys was sent alune 2%, 2019 to all Exiters who did not have a phone number or
emalil listed in the data s&t.second wave of paper mailings consisting of 4,458 surveys
was sent oiseptember 1, 2019 to all Exiters who had not yet completed the survey.
Each mailegapersuivey also contained information regarding how individuals could
complete the survey online ifdesirddh i s met hod was <call ed dAonl i

Exiters witha phone number listed in the data set (a total of 1,124 Exiters) were
texted a link to the electronic survey on Jun®, July 9", July 23%, August 26,
November 8, and November 16 If Exiters completed the survey, they were nated
again in adllowing wave.

Exiters with an email listed in the data set (a total of 463 Exiters) were emailed a
link to the electronic survey on Juné®@3uly 9", July 23%, August 28", November 8,
and November 18 If Exiters completed the survey, they weré¢ amailed again in a
following wave.

UConn Call TeamProcedures On October 1%, 18", and 2% between the

hours of 4:30 pm and 8:00 pthe UConn team made phone calisanattempt to collect
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surveyresponsedn total, thecall teamcalled519 Exiters, andcolleded27 complete
surveys TheselectedExiters werdrom the districts with the lowest response sasand
with at least 10 total Exiteras of October 1M, 2019. Exitephone numbergere often
inaccurate, out of service, andtbeindividud did not respond.
Completed Surveys by Method

From the paper surveys, online paper surveys, texts, emails, and taléd of
460suveys weraeturned Among these, 18urveys were deemed invalie.g., surveys
were returned blank or partially compd), which brought the total of valid responses to
448. Additionally, a total of 769 unopened envelopes were returned by the postal service
as undelrerabledue to incorrect or outdatedidress information. In adjusting for the
returned incorrect addressése response rate is calculated td 0666 (448responses /
4,455x 100).

Thedata collected via thgaper survey (n=3) accounted for 3.8% of the
overall response ratnd 9.4%n=42)of this portion of response wascounted foby
the online papesurveys.The data collected via the text messages Ihadcounted for
9.2% of the response rate, the data collected via email (h=21) accounted for 4.7% of the
response rate, and the data collected via phone call (h=27) accounted for 6.0% of the
responseate.
Data Analysis

Frequencyanalyses were conducted on each item for all respondents collectively
(see Tables-15 below. Because the maijty of the data was categoridale., Yes/No),
selected variables wereawyzedusing chisquare analysis technigs It should be noted

that although several of the analyses yielded significant results, many had small effect
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sizes or expecteddquencies within cells that were so low asadige concerns about the
validity of the resultsln some cases, cells werallapsed to allowcomparisons. Gy
analyses that displayed effect sizes (as indicated bya m ® ra@psachMn)g a medium

level (> .20) and that had sufficient cell sizes aregures] in the following results.
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RESULTS
Descriptive Information
Disability type. The most common exceptionalitiethe respondentisere as
follows: Learning DisabilityandLD/Dyslexia(33.0%), OHI and OHtADD/ADHD
(22.3%0), Autism (17.0%6), andEmotional Disturbancg€l2.3%). For additional

information see Table 1 below.

Table 1

Disability Type

Category N %
Learning Disability and LD/Dyslexia 148 33.0%
OHI and OH{ADD/ADHD 101 22.5%
Autism 76 17.0%
Emotional Disturbance 55 12.3%
Intellectual Disability 24 5.4%
Speech/Language Impairment 10 2.2%
Other Disability (MultipleDisabilities, Hearing Impairment, TBI, 34 7.6%

Visual Impairment, Orthopedic Impairment, Deaf/Blindness)

Total 448  100.0%

Exit reason. The largest group of respondentsrethose who graduadtl with a
regular high schodiploma ©4.9%), followed by tlose whodropped ou(2.9%). For
additional information see Tabl& below.

Table2
Reason for Exit

Year N %
Graduatd with Regular High Schodbiploma 425 94.%
Dropped Out 13 2.%%
Reached Maximum Agef Eligibility * *
Certificate of Completion * *
Total 448  100.0%

* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.



1t

Ethnicity, gender. Of the448respondents, thmajority 67.9%) wer e o i Whi t
followed byl Hi s p a n iofatykaeét(l3.®©  aBladk ofAfrican Anericar
(10.7%). Therewere more male responden&b(4%) than femaleespondents @B6%).

For additional informatiojsee Tables 3 and 4 below

Table3
Comparison of Respondents in Sample versus Exigdrs: Gender
Gender Respondents Total Exiters
N % N %
Male 293 65.4% 3454 66.0%
Female 155 34.6% 1782 34.0%
Total 448 100% 5236 100.0%
Table4
Comparison of Respondents in Sample versus Eotigrs: Ethnicity
Ethnicity Respondents Total Exiters
N % N %
White 304 67.%% 2633 50.3%
HispanicLatino of any race 60 13.4% 1426 27.2%
Black or African American 48 10.7% 944 18.0%
Two or More Races 19 4.2% 106 2.0%
Asian 15 3. 98 1.9%
American Indian or Alaska Native * * * *
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander * * * *
Total 448  100.0% 5236  100.0%

* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.
Postsecondary Education and Training

Question 2 onlte survey asked responderiiSince leaving high school, have you
enrolled in any type adchool for ateast one termiicluding a quarter, semester, inter
session, summer oronlin®? Four opt i o:(19VYes bamea fulimeovi ded
student(12 or more credits per semest€R) Yes, | am a partime studenfless than 12

credits per semeste(B) No, | enrolled but did not complete ontull term ard; (4) No,
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| have never enrolled in postsecondary education or in a training progespondents
were instructed to select only ooption 38.8% repated being a futtime studenand
18.1% reported bimg a paritime studentAdditionally, 36.8% reportedneverhaving
enrolled in postsecondary educatioriroa training program. For adibnal information,
see Tablé& below.

Table5

Question 2Since leaving high school, have you enrolled in any tygeladol for at least
oneterm (including a quarter, semester, intsession, summer or online)?

Category N %
Yes, | am a fultime student (12 or more credits per semester) 174 38.8%
Yes, | am a pastime studentless than 12 credits per semester) 81 18.1%
No, I enrolled but did not complete ontull term * *
No, I have never enrolled in postsecondary educatiamatraining 165 36.8%
program
No Response * *
Total 448  100.0%

Note: Responders chosmeanswer for this question.
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally idéfgifizformation.

Type of program attended. Respondents who reported enrollment in a
postsecondary or trainimgrogram were asked to specify the type of progir@m a list
of six options provided. There wased#tl so an
provide an opeended responséndividuals were allowed to provide multiple responses
to this item, thus the total number of responses (268) were greater than the total number
of respondents (n=448).h e r e Bopryeaxalegddr university (48.5%) and
AiTwo-y e ar ¢ 0 mmu nd9.84) weceariodt amreoaq, followed iy ocaional,

Technica) or Trades ¢ h oDAb)For(additionainformation, sed able6 below.
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Table6
If yes to Questio2 (Table 5§, answerQuestion 3What type of school digouattend
(Check all that apply)

Category N %
Fouryear college or university 130 48.5%
Two-year community college 80 29.%
Vocational, Technical, or Tradéchool 26 9.7%
Adult Education 10 3.
Postgraduate dCollegePrepProgram * *
Shortterm education gjob training program 8 3.0%
Other 7 2.6%

* *

No Response

Total 268  100.0%
Note:Responders were allowed to choose multiple answers for this question.
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Level of Employment

Question4ofh e sur vey as k eSincetldaweng migh schoolakd e nt s 1
you been employed for at least three monfisfoes not have to be in a
Responders were asked to choose one option from a list of five options pravidd.
of individualsindicated that they hdaeen employed fullime (thirty-five hours or more
per week)21.0% reported being employed pairne and working between twenty and
thirty-four hours a weeland20.8% responded that they worked pame, but for less
than twenty hourper week34.8% reportecthat they had never been employed since
leaving high schooFor additional information, see Table 7 below.

If the respondent indicated that they had been employed at some time since high
school(on Question 4)they wereaskedo select the best degation of their most recent
job from a list of seven options.her e was al so an fAothero optio
asked to provide an opeamnded responsindividuals wereallowedto provide multiple
responses to this iterthus tle total number of response8() were greater than the total

number of respondents (n=44Bpr addtional information, see Tabi&below.
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Table7
Question 4Since leaving high school, have you bemployed for at least 3 monttis
does not haveo be in a row}

Category N %
Yes, Fulktime (average 35 hours or moper week) 77 17.2%
Yes, ParTime (average20- 34 hours per week) 94 21.0%
Yes, PardTime (less thaan average d20 hours per week) 93 20.8%
No, | have been employetutfor less than three months * *
No, I have not been employed 155 34.6%

* *

No Response

Total 448  100.0%
Note:Responders chosmeanswer for this question.
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Table8
If yesto Questio4 (Table 3, answerQuestiont: Please select the best description of
your most recent jal{Checkall that apply)

Category N %

For an employer (in a comparwith people with and without 222 79.3%
disabilitieg

In the military (e.g., ArmyNavy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast * *
Guard)

Selfemployed 7 2.5%

I n your familyds business (e. 13 4.6%
catering)

In supported employment (paid work with services and wage supg 9 3.2%
to the employer)

In shetered employment (where most workers have disabilities) 10 3.6%

Employed while in jail or prison * *

Other 11 3.%%

No Response * *

Total 280  100.0%

Note: Responders were allowed to choose multiple answers for this question
* indicates use of data ppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Salary. If the respondent indicated that they had been employed at some time
since high schodbn Question 4)they werealsoa s k ed fAHow much did you
most recent j ob?0 Th apuredha pesceniage of respordentse si g n e d

who were competitively employed, as spexdiin Indicator 14 Responders were asked
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to select one option from a list of three options providletbtal, 93.9% of the
respondents selected earning at or above the mmimage (%0.10per haur at the time
of the survey administratignOf this group56.8% reportechourly earrngs above
minimum wageand37.1% reported earningninimum wageFor addtional information,
see Tabl® below.

Table9

If yes to Questiod (Table7), answerQuestion 5How much did you earn at your most
recent jol?

Category N %
Below minimumwage (less than $10.10/hour) * *
Minimum wage ($10.10/hour) 98 371%
Above minimumwage @reatethan $10.10/hour) 150 56.8%

* *

No Response

Total 264  100.0%
Note: Responders chosmeanswer for this question.
* indicates use of data ppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Adult Participation
To further assess engagement of young adults, the following question was asked:
fiAre you taking part in any of the followiRgd F diang @p choi ce of fnone
abowend, a choice of Iioctherhasrsaectederesgonderswevei d e d .
asked to provide an open ended respadnsividuals wereallowedto provide multiple
response to this item, thus the total number of respong@swére greater than the total
number of respondents (n=4483.4% participatedn volunteemwork orcommunity
service,6.4% participated in amdult day service prograr8,8% participatedn an adult
day vocational prograjandl.7% participatedn an indegndent living skills progrma.

For additionalinformation, sed able 10below
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Table10

Question 8Are you taking part in any of the following@heck all that apply)
Category N %
Adult day serviceprograns 30 6.4%
Adult day vocationalprograms 18 3.8%
Independent living skil programs 8 1.7
Volunteer work or community service 63 134%
None of thesbove 326 69.8%6
Other 14 3.0%
No Response 11 2.3%
Total 470  100.0%

Note:Responders were allowed to choose multiple answers for this question

Contact with Adult Agenciesand Services

The remaininguestiors that havebeen part of recent Connectiqastschool

surveys go beyond the requirements of Indicator 14. The fusstion asks if the

respondents received services through any of sigktbasedadult agencieandor

through their college/universisgince high school

Ther e

respondents were asked to provide an egpaed responsé&he respondents were

allowed to select all choices that appliddhe respondents did not use any o t

agencies listed, thegouldeither selecfi N o ,

wanttousanys er vi didN®, 0 do rd

ser vi

not

c

k n

was al so an fAoth
es werenohot neces
ow a.nd services Ww

The most commonly selected response fvaé e (grdicating services were

received)45.1%), followed byi No, s er vi
know any services were availabld7.9%),

(8.0%). The most commnly selected agenciesf

ces

t hose

We®opiNo, didnoth eces s ar

aNodlid fiot wanttousanys er vi ce s 0

whoweeel ected AYe

Services at myollege oruniversity (18.9%) and the Department of Developmental

Services (8.%0), followed bythe Social Security Administration 71%6), Department
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of Social Servicesléd.3b), andBureau of Rehabilitation Servic€s3.1%). For

additional information see Bblel11 below.

Table11

Question 7Have you used any of these ages since leaving high school?

Category

N %

Yes(check all that apphybelow)

Bureauof Education and Services for the BI(RESB)

Bureau of Rehabilitation ServicéBRS

Department of Developmental Serg¢BDS)

Department of Mental Health and Addiction Servii@sIHAS)

Department of LabofDOL)
Department of Public HealttDPH)
Department of Social Servic@3SS)
Sodal Security AdministratiofiSSA)
Services at mgollege oruniversity
Other

Total

No; Services were not necessary

No; Did not want to use any services
No; Did not know any services were availabl

No Response
Total

202 45.1%

43 13.1%
62 18.9%
11 3.3%
12 3.7%

* *
47 14.3%
59 17.9%
62 18.9%
21 6.4%

329 100.0%

130 29.0%
36 8.0%
80 17.9%

0 0.0%

448  100.0%

Note: Responders were allowed to choose multiple answers for this question
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Perception of Life Satisfaction

Thenext qustion that goes beyond thedicator 14requirements asd

respondents teelectone optionta ndi cate their | evel of agreer

am satisfied wi

t h

my

| i f @oinsLikertcseale (ramgng i n g

from 1 = Strongy Agree; 2 = Agree; 3 = Unsure; 4 = Disagree; 5 = Strongly Disagree)

wasultilized for this questior67.2% of theespondentseported that the$trongly Agree

or Agreethat they are satisfied with their lives since leaving high sclka@oladditional

information see Table 2 below.

hi gh



Table 2

Question 1How much do you agree with tlegatement?il am satisfied with my life

since leaing high schoolo
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Category N %
Strongly Agree 124 27. ™0
Agree 177 39.5%
Unsure 60 13.4%
Disagree 45 10.0%
Strongly Disagree * *

No Response * *

Total 448  100.0%

Note:Responders chosmeanswer for this question.
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Skills Taught by High Schools

The responents were asked to indicatkill areagaught by theihigh school

from a provided | ist. Eight choices

wer e

which allowed individuals to report that they did not learn @fiyre listedskills during

high school. Individuals were also given the option to niiackt laredwedeprovided

with a space where they could write in other skill areas which they hadaaggTi in

high schoollndividuals wereallowedto provide multiple response to this item, thus the

total number of responseB569 were greater than the totaimber of respondents

(n=448)The most commonl y Saiblekild £56%)fokowan byn s e

ASelf-advocacy 14(5%) Study skills/learning strategi@sl4(2%), Technology skills

(132%),a n dimé management/organizational slall43(2%). For additional

information,see Tabld.3 below.

pro

wa s
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Table13

Question 9What skills did your high school teach yqi@heck all that apply)
Category N %
Social skills 245 15.6%
Self-advocacy 227 145%
Independent living skills 122 7.8%
Technology skills 207 13.2%
Time managemeritOrganizational skills 205 13.1%
Money management skills 119 7.6%
Study skills/ Learning strategies 223 14.2%
Work experience 155 9.%
None 41 2.6%
Other 10 0.6%
No Response 15 1.0%
Total 1569  1000%

Note Responders were allowed to choose multiple answers for this question
Open Ended Questions

Tables 14and 15contain responses frotwo openended questiorthat also go
beyondindicator 14requirements These i nclude Question 10: i
school educatiowasmost helpful in getting you ready fofdiafter you left high
schoolQuodesandn 11: AWhat could your high sch
you for life after scho@ oTrhese penended questionsere intended to collect
additiona) qualitativeinformationfrom respondent&hich may not have been captured
through questions in theairvey:.

Quialitative responsde Questions 10 and 11 on the surware caggorized
based on five guideposts described by the National Collaborative on Workforce and

Disability (http://www.ncwdyouth.info/guidepos)sA n t fhoeategory waslso

created for responses that dick fit into one of the five guideposts a fAino/ none/ unsu
category was created for responses that indicated respondeatsngare ohow to

respondhad nothing to respondr who statedite opposite of what was askeshd an


http://www.ncwd-youth.info/guideposts

Afeverythingoreatedofgr waesponses

mentioning anything specifidlso, if arespondent stated a positive attribute about their

school when asked what they were dissatisfied alblistresponse was classified within

24

t hat

t he @A no/ nategorylodividualresponses were split across multiple

categories, when appropriakor additional information, see Tables 14 and 15 below.

Table 14

Question 10What part of your high school education was most helpful in getting you

ready for life afer you left high school?

Guidepost Category N %
SchoolBased Preparatory Experiences 205 41.3%
Career Preparation and WeBased Learning Experiences 83 16.7%
Youth Development and Leadership 111 22.4%
Connecting Activities 13 2.6%
Family Involvemat and Supports * *
Other * *
None/Nothing/Unsure 75 15.1%
Everything 6 1.2%

state

Note:Percentage is calculated based on the total number of endorsements of each category rather
than the total number of students within the sample. Individual responsesplieaeross

multiple categories when appropriate.

* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Table 15

Question 11What could your high school have done differently to prepare you for life

after school?

GuideposCategory N %
SchoolBased Preparatory Experiences 195  36.9%
Career Preparation and WeBased Learning Experiences 60 11.4%
Youth Development and Leadership 162  30.7%
Connecting Activities 18 3.4%
Family Involvement and Supports 6 1.1%
Other 9 1.7%
None/Nothing/Unsure 71 13.4%
Everything 7 1.3%

Note: Percentage is calculated based on the total number of endorsements of each category rather

than the total number of students within the sample. Individual responses were split across

multiple categdes when appropriate.
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Summary and Comparison to Prior Years

TheCT PostSchool Outcome Survey (PSOS) velesigned ta@ather information
related tandicator 14(PostSchool Outcomes)f the State Performance Plan (SPP).
Indicator 14 specifically requedtsatdata reflectinga population ofndividuals who are
no longer in secondary school but whed IEPs in effect at the time they left school
(Exiters) becollected to determine the perdages of those who are/have:

A.) Enrolled in higher education withime year of leaving high school,

B.) Enrolled in higher education or competitively employed within one year of
leaving high school; or

C.) Enrolled in higher education or in some other postsecondary education or
training; or competitively employed or in some otharployment within one year
of leaving high school.

Analyses of the Indicator 14 data and a comparison betd@E#2016, 20162017,

and20172018 School YealExiters arepresented below.

Indicator 14. As indicated previously, the reviseetjuirements formdicator 14
reflectthe critical importance of postsecondary education on life after leaving school.
Results of the indicator are based on three separate, but progressively inclusive
percentageeelative toindividualswho are no longer in secondary schioot who had
IEPs in effect at the time they left school and fit into one of the following three categories
(A, B, C). Category A, the percent of students dacbin higher educatiors 46.7% (207
individualsenrolled divided byi43, the total number ofalid responseX 100). Category
B, the percent enrolled in higher education or competitively employed within onefyear

leaving high schodk 65.9% (the number of individualsompetitively employed within
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one year of laving high shool(160) + the numbeof individuals enrolled in higher
education within one year of leaving high sch&tlq) i the number of individuals who
meet both of these criterid®)); (292divided by443 X 100). Category C, the perceot
individualsenrolled in higher education; ,m some other postsecondary education or
training programor competitively employedor in some other employmens$ 79.9%
(the number of individuals enrolled in higher educatidiv)2or in some other
postsecondary education or training progrds);(or competitively employedl@0) or in
some other employment@3) minus individuals who fall into multiple categori€<@));
(352divided by443 X 100). Thedata also suggegiat19.%%o (88/443 x 100) of
respondentto the 2019 PosBchool Outcome Survg0172018 Exitersyare not
participating in possecondargducation oareunemployed

Comparison 0f20152016, 20162017, and 20172018 School YearExiters

Similarity between the 207 2018, and 209 survey instruments, data collection
procedures, ancdonsecutive years of data collection allow for psxgiool expegnce
comparison between groups (204816, 20162017, and 2012018 Exters).

Response rateThe response rate for tA@19PostSchool Outcome 8veydata
collection(10.1% for the 20172018EXxiters is lower thanboththe 2018 PSOSdata
collection(14.6% for the2016-2017 Exiters) and the2017 PSOSdata collection 16.7%6
for the20152016 Exiters), displaying a decreasing trend over the past three yeaars.
additional information regardinggsponse rate comparison data by disability type,
gender, and ethnicity, see Tables B1, B2, and B3 in Appendix B, respectively.

PostsecondaryEducation and Training. Data from201 72018 Exitersindicate

that56.90 of individualsenrolled as either fulime or partime postsecondary students
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while data fron20162017 Exitersindicate tha66.1% of individualsenrolled as either
full-time or parttime postsecondary studen#s such, thisepresats a slighincreag

(0.8%) in full-time or paritime enroliment fron20162017 to 20172018 Exiters.Data

from 20172018 Exitersshowed dl.6% increasan parttime enroliment as compared to
20162017 Exiters, and &l.2% increaseas compared t80152016 Exiters (16.9% of
20152016Exiters, 16 5% of 20162017EXxiters; 18.1% of 20172018 Exiters). Fulttime

(more than 12 credits) enrolimestiowed a slight decrease as compared to previous years
(43.3% 0f 20152016EXxiters; 39.6% of 20162017 Exiters; 38.8% of 201 72018EXxiters).

For additional information, see Table B4 in Appendix B

20172018 Exiter enrolimenin a community otwo-year collegalecreasety
5.5% from 20152016 Exitersand7.8% from 20162017 Exiters(35.4% of 20152016
Exiters; 37.7% of 20162017 Exiters; 29.%6 of 20172018 Exiters). Enrollment in a four
year college or universityy 20172018 Exitersdecreasetly 2.5% as compared to the
20152016 Exiters andincreasedy 3.2 as compared to tt#9162017 Exiters 61.0%
of the20152016 Exiters; 45.3% of the 20162017 Exiters; 48.5% of the20172013
Exiters). For additional information, s€eable B5 inAppendix B.

Employment. Among the20172018 Exiters, 59.0% reported some level of
employment sincexiting high schoolThis isadecreasef 0.7% from the20162017
Exiters (3.7%) andan increasef 0.6% from the20152016 Exiters (68.4%).
Additionally, results related to earnings have increased froradhé&2017 and2015
2016 Exiters in regard tdexiters earning at or above minimum wa@pecifically, 93.9%

of 201 72018EXxiters reported making at least minimum wage wBeo of the2016
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2017 Exitersand88.%0 of the20152016 Exitersreported making at least minimum
wage.For additional information, see Table§,B7, andB8 in Appendix B.
Adult Participation . See Table BIn Appendix B.

Contact with Adult Agenciesand Services See Table B10 in Appendix B.



29

Appendix A

Survey Instrument

IMPORTANT DOCUMENT! Code Number

Responses will NOT be linked to your name.

This is just so we don’t send you another
survey in the mail this year.

2019 Survey of Graduates or Exiters of Connecticut High Schools
(Students who left high school in the 2017-2018 school year)

Your voice matters! The CT State Department of Education needs your input! Please
complete this brief survey to help Connecticut improve outcomes for students. This survey
asks questions about your post high school activities (school/training/work). Your former
school will NOT know the names of the students who respond. We will combine your answers
with the answers from your classmates to let your school know how well they prepared you
for your future. Your school will use this as a way to grade themselves on how well they are
preparing students for life after high school.

Please complete the survey by filling in the circle next to your answer. Please return
your completed survey to us in the enclosed, pre-paid envelope.

Someone who knows you well can help you complete this survey. There is an
instructional video that goes through each question in the survey, which can be found at
http://s.uconn.edu/psos. To complete the survey online, go to http://s.uconn.edu/psos19.

1. How much do you agree with this: “/ am satisfied with my life since leaving high school”
O Strongly Agree
Agree

O

QO Unsure
O Disagree
O

Strongly Disagree

2. Since leaving high school, have you enrolled in any type of school for at least one term
(including a quarter, semester, inter-session, summer or online)?

O No. [Skip question 3; Go to question 4.]

O No, | enrolled but I did not complete one full term. [Skip question 3; Go to question 4.]
O Yes, part-time student (less than 12 credits per semester)
O

Yes, full-time student (12 or more credits per semester)

1|Page
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3. What type of school did you attend?

O 4-year college or university (for credit, non-credit, or remedial classes)
2-year community college (for credit, non-credit, or remedial classes)
Vocational, Technical, or Trade School (less than a two-year program)
Adult Education (e.g., GED, High School Completion Program)

Postgraduate or College Prep Program

O O 0 0O O

Short-term education or job training program (e.g. Job Corps, Workforce Board
Program)

O Other - Please specify:

4. Since leaving high school, have you been employed for at least 3 months?
(it does not have to be in a row)

O No, I have not been employed. [Skip questions 5 & 6; Go to question 7.]

O  No. I have been employed, but for less than 3 months. [Skip questions 5 & 6; Go
to question 7.]

O  Yes, Part-time (less than an average of 20 hours per week)
O  Yes, Part-time (average 20 - 34 hours per week)
O  Yes, Full-time (average 35 hours or more, per week)

5. How much did you earn at your most recent job?

O Below minimum wage (less than $10.10/hr.)
O  Minimum wage ($10.10/hr.)
O  Above minimum wage (greater than $10.10/hr.)

6. Please select the best description of your most recent job (check all that apply).

QC  For an employer (in a company with people with and without disabilities)

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

In the military (e.g., Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard)
Self-employed

In your family’s business (e.g., a farm, store, fishing, ranching, catering)

In supported employment (paid work with wage support to the employer)
In sheltered employment (where most workers have disabilities)
Employed while in jail or prison

QOther — Please specify:

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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7. Have you used any of these agencies since leaving high school?

O

O
O
O

Yes (Please check all services that apply below)
O Board of Education/Services for the Blind (BESB)
O Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS)
O Department of Developmental Services (DDS)
O Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (DMHAS)
O Department of Labor One-Stop Centers (DOL)
O Department of Public Health (DPH)
O Department of Social Services (DSS)
O Social Security Administration (SSA)
O Services at my college or university for students with disabilities

O Other:

No; Services were not necessary
No; Did not want to use any services

No; Did not know any services were available

8. Are you taking part in any of the following?

O

O OO O O

icsDE

Adult day service programs

Adult day vocational programs
Independent living skills programs
Volunteer work or community service
None of the above

Other:

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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9. What skills did your high school teach you? (Check all that apply)

O
O
O

OO0 O 0O 0O O

O

Social Skills (getting along with others)
Self-Advocacy (ability to know what you need and ask for it)

Independent Living Skills (running a household, using transportation, taking care of your
health and hygiene)

Technology Skills (ability to use computers or other assistive tools)
Time Management/Organizational Skills

Money Management Skills

Study Skills/Learning Strategies

Work Experience

None

Other:

10. What part of your high school education was most helpful in getting you ready for life
after you left high school?

11. What could your high school have done differently to prepare you for life after school?

12. Was there anything confusing or unclear about this survey?

Thank you very much for completing this survey!
Please return in the enclosed, pre-paid reply envelope.
4|Page
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Comparison 0f20152016, 20162017, and 20172018 School YearExiters

Table BL
Disability Type

Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters | 20172018 Exiters
N % N % N %
Learning Disabiliy and LD/Dyslexia 216 32.6 209 33.4 148 33.0
OHI and OHtADD/ADHD 139 21.0 143 22.8 101 225
Autism 103 15.5 95 15.2 76 17.0
Emotional Disturbance 85 12.8 74 11.8 55 12.3
Intellectual Disability 40 6.0 39 6.2 24 5.4
SpeecfLanguage Impairment 32 4.8 20 3.2 10 2.2
Other Osability (Multiple Disabilities, Hearing 48 7.2 46 7.3 34 7.6
Impairment, TBI, Visual Impairment,
Orthopedic Impairment, and Deaf/Blindness
Total 663 1000 626 100.0 448 100.0
Table B2
Gender
Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters | 20172018 Exiters
N % N % N %
Male 432 65.2 407 65.0 293 65.4
Female 231 34.8 219 35.0 155 34.6
Total 663 100.0 626 100.0 448 100.0
Table B3
Ethnicity
Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters | 20172018 Exiters
N % N % N %
White 459 69.2 432 69.0 304 67.9
HispanicLatino of any lace 88 13.3 96 15.3 60 13.4
Black or African American 17 2.6 65 10.4 48 10.7
Two or More Races 14 2.1 11 1.8 19 4.2
Asian * 3 22 3.5 15 3.3
Americanindianor AlaskaNative 82 12.4 * * * *
Native Hawaiian oOtherPacific Ishnder * ki * w * *
Total 663 100.0 626 100.0 448 100.0

* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.
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Question 2Since leaving high school, have you enrolled in any type of school for at least one teudir(@al
quarter, semester, intesession, summer or online)?

Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters | 20172018 Exiters
N % N % N %

Yes, | am a fulitime studen{12 or more credits 287 433 248 39.6 174 38.8
per semester)

Yes, | am a pastime sudent(less than 12 112 169 103 16.5 81 18.1
credits per semester)

No, | was enrolled butdid not complet®ne * @ 35 5.6 * *
full term

No, | have never enrolled in postsecondary 237 357 233 37.2 165 36.8
education oin a training program

No Respogse * * 7 1.1 * *

Total 663 100.0 626 100.0 448 100.0

Note:Responders chosmeanswer for this quest

ion.

* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Table B5

If yes toQuestion 2 (Table B4answerQuestion 3What type of school did yaattend (Checkall that apply)

Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters | 20172018 Exiters
N % N % N %
Fouryear ollege oruniversity 206 51.0 160 45.3 130 48.5
Two-yearcommunity ollege 143 354 133 37.7 80 29.9
Vocational, Techical, or TradeSchool 29 7.0 28 7.9 26 9.7
Adult Education * * 8 2.3 10 3.7
Postgraduater College PrefProgram 5 1.2 * * * *
Shorttermeducation ofob trainingprogram 6 15 * * 8 3.0
Other 11 2.7 18 5.1 7 2.6
No Response * * * * * *
Total 404 100.0 353 100.0 268 100.0

Note:Responders were allowed to choosdtiple answers for this question.
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.

Table B6

Question 4Since leaving high school, have you been employed for at least 3 months (it does not have to b& in a row)

Category

20152016 Exiters
N %

20162017 Exiters
N %

20172018 Exiters
N %

Yes, Fulttime (@verage 35 hours or maoper

127

15.2

84 95 77 17.2
week)
Yes, Parttime (@average20 - 34 hours per week) 153 231 141 225 94 21.0
Yes, Parttime (less thaman aveage of20 hours 150 22.6 138 22.0 93 20.8
per week)
No, | have been employebutfor less than threg * i * * * *
months
No, | have not been employed 207 312 184 29.4 155 34.6
No Response * * * * * *
Total 663 100.0 626 100.0 448 100.0

Note:Respondrs chose one answer for this question.
* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.
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If yes to Questiod (Table B6), answer QuestionBlease select the best description of your most recenfGtieck

all that apply)

20172018 Exiters

Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters
N % N % N %

For anemployer(in a company with people with 307 77.5 315 76.5 222 79.3
and without disabilities)

In the military(e.g., Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 6 15 * * * *
Air Force, Coast Guajd

Self-employed * & 14 3.4 7 2.5

I'n your f anfed,sfarm, stora,s i 23 5.8 13 3.2 13 4.6
fishing, ranching, catering)

In supported employment (paid work with 20 5.1 23 5.6 9 3.2
services and wage support to the employer)

In sheltered employment (where most workerd 13 3.3 13 3.2 10 3.6
have disabilities)

Employed while in jail or prison * & * & * R

Other 21 5.3 22 5.3 11 3.9

No Response * * * * * *

Total 396 100.0 412 100.0 280 100.0

Note:Responders were allowed to choose multiple answers for this question.
* indicates usef data suppression protect personally identifiable information.

Table B8

If yes to Questiod (Table B6)answerQuestion 5How much did you earn at your most recent job?

20172018 Exiters

Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters

N % N % N %
Below minimumwage (ess than $10.10/hour) * L * * * *
Minimum wage ($10.10/hour) 172 446 163 43.6 98 371
Above minimum wagegdreaterthan 171 443 181 48.4 150 56.8

$10.10/hour)

No Response * * * * * *
Total 386 100.0 374 100.0 264 100.0

Note:Responders chose one aesvor this question.
* indicates usef data suppression protect personally identifiable information.

Table B9

Question 8Are you taking part in any of the followingCheck all that apply)

20172018 Exiters

Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters

N % N % N %
Adult day service programs 46 6.6 37 5.6 30 6.4
Adult day wocaional programs 27 3.9 21 3.2 18 3.8
Independenliving skills programs 17 24 18 2.7 8 1.7
Volunteer vork or communityservice 83 11.9 91 13.8 63 13.4
None of the above 482 69.2 445 70.0 326 69.4
Other 20 2.9 26 3.9 14 3.0
No Response 22 3.2 22 3.3 11 2.3
Total 697 100.0 660 100.0 470 100.0

Note:Responders werdlowedto choose multiple answers for this question
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Question 7Have you used any of these ages since leaving high sch@ol
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Category 20152016 Exiters | 20162017 Exiters | 20172018 Exiters
N % N % N %
Yes(check all that applybelow) 292 44.0 296 473 202 451
Bureau of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB) 6 1.3 6 1.3 * *
Bureau of Reabilitation Services (BRS) 90 19.1 86 18.4 43 13.1
Department of Developmental Services (DDS) 88 18.7 81 17.3 62 18.9
Department of Mental Healthnd Addiction Services 12 25 10 2.1 11 3.3
(DMHAS)
Departmenbf Labor(DOL) * * * * 12 3.7
Department of Public Health (DPH) * * * * * *
Department of Social Services (DSS) 68 14.4 62 13.3 a7 14.3
Social Security Administration (SSA) 71 15.1 69 14.8 59 17.9
Services at college or university 110 23.4 109 23.3 62 18.9
Othe 21 4.5 34 7.3 21 6.4
Total 471 100.0 467 100.0 329 100.0
No; Services were not necessary 200 30.1 162 25.9 130 29.0
No; Did not want to usanyservices 54 8.1 47 75 36 8.0
No; Did not knowany servicesvereavailable 102 15.4 115 184 80 17.9
No Response 16 2.4 6 1.0 0 0.0
Total 664 100.0 626 100.0 448 100

Note:Responders wer@lowedto choose multiple answers for this question

* indicates use of data suppression to protect personally identifiable information.



