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Student Testing Is Subject to High-Pitched Criticism,
But Research Shows Assessments Are Not All Bad

For NSBA’s Council of Urban Boards of Education (CUBE)

Urban school board members are constantly urged to be data driven. For most
people, that means keeping an eagle eye on test results. Students take
diagnostic tests, assessment tests, pre- and post- tests, experimental tests, and
national norm-referenced tests. Every time you turn around, it seems,
somebody is sliding a spreadsheet or bar graph in front of you with more
numbers to absorb. Enough already, right? Yet, not so fast. Pause to consider
that perhaps testing has gotten a bad name. When done properly - and in
moderation - test outcomes can be a tool, a window for policy makers to
gauge student understanding and growth in learning, Let us be careful not to
demonize or “hero-ize” one technique in our urban education portfolio. —
Deborah L. Keys, CUBE Director

Background: Across the nation, parents and teachers are staging revolts.
Exhausted by a barrage of tests designed to measure the knowledge of K-12
students, we see parents occasionally keeping their kids home on test days and






