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chosen approach requires equivalent training.
School Climate Assessments and Safe School Climate Plan
Every local and regional board of education is required to develop and implement a Safe
School Climate Plan that addresses the existence of bullying in schools. It is
recommended that this plan fundamentally address overall school climate improvement
(prevention) in addition to outlining provisions for intervening with verified acts of
bullying. Not later than January 1, 2012, each local and regional board of education must
approve the plan and within 30 days of approval, submit that plan to the CSDE. Further
directions will come regarding the submission process. At the beginning of each school
year, all school employees must receive a written or electronic copy of the approved plan
and it must be included in district publication of rules, procedures, standards of conduct,
student handbooks and posted on all school/district Web sites.
Many districts are already addressing school climate improvement and bullying in their
broader district and school improvement plans. If managed in this way, no separate Safe
School Climate Plan is required. It is recommended that all LEAs satisfy this provision in
this way and will just submit that portion of their improvement plans. It is also
recommended that districts review and become familiar with the National School Climate
Standards that provide a comprehensive and standards-based approach to school climate.
These standards can be found at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/LIB/sde/pdf/school_improvement/bullying/school_climate_sta
ndards_csee-march_2010.pdf.
These National School Climate Standards will also provide the basis and alignment for
the newly required common developmentally appropriate school climate assessment
instruments to be created and subsequently disseminated. CAS and the CSDE have been
charged to collaborate on this task. CAS and the CSDE anticipate that not later than
December 1, 2011, seven months prior to the statutory deadline, surveys for students,
faculty/staff and parents/guardians will be ready for implementation. These instruments
will be easy to administer and be provided electronically free of charge. In addition to
CAS and the CSDE, the Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents
(CAPSS) and the Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE) will also have
approved them. The surveys will incorporate the best assessment strategies from
instruments already in existence.
Safe School Climate Plans should be based on actual data. Interventions, strategies and
programs chosen must be based upon that data. The long term goal is to have the schoolbased contextual data garnered from the statewide common school climate assessments to
guide the development and implementation of Safe School Climate Plans (district/school
improvement plans). By statute, schools will be required to assess climate biennially, but
it is recommended that such assessments be conducted annually. Schools/districts are free
to conduct any additional assessments desired at the local or regional level, but at the

