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 NAME Topic to be discussed 

1.  Meghan Hatch-Geary 
English Teacher 
2020 Connecticut Teacher of the Year 
Woodland Regional High School 
Beacon Falls, CT 06403 
 

African American, Black, Latino and Puerto Rican 
Curriculum 
 
 
(Speaker Only). 
 

2.  Leah Russell 
Wheel to Sea Productions  
Wallingford, CT 06492 
Wheel to Sea Productions 
 

African American, Black, Latino and Puerto Rican 
Curriculum 
 
 
(Written Statement and Speaker) 

3.  Dr. Elsa M. Núñez 
President’s Office 
Eastern CT State University. 
Willimantic, CT 06226 

State Education Resource Center (SERC) and African 
American, Black, Latino and Puerto Rican Curriculum 
 
 
(Written Statement Only) 

4.  Dr. Benjamin Foster, Jr.  African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino 
Course of Studies. 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 



5.  Adrian Solis 
Social Studies Teacher  
Henry Abbott Technical High School 
Danbury, CT 06811 
Affiliation - Member of the Puerto 
Rican/Latino Content Development 
Committee 
 

African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino 
Course of Studies 
 
 
(Written Statement and Speaker) 

6.  Jennifer Kutai 
Parent in Greenwich, CT 
Founder of the SEAC 

Greenwich Public Schools Special Education 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 

7.  Mabél Arteaga Balestra 
Parent in Greenwich, CT 
 

Greenwich Public Schools Special Education 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 

8.  Caroline Lerum 
Special Education Parent  
Greenwich, CT 

Greenwich Public Schools Special Education 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 

9.  Isaac Gottesman 
Affiliation: Vice President of AACTE-CT 
Work Phone:  860.231.5261 
 
Isaac Gottesman 
Vice President of AACTE-CT 
Chair and Associate Professor 
Department of Education 
University of Saint Joseph 
323 Mercy Hall 
1678 Asylum Ave 
West Hartford, CT 06117 

AACTE-CT’s Continued Partnership to Work with the 
State Department of Education to Address Teacher 
and Staffing Shortages in Connecticut, Particularly 
During the Current Pandemic 
 
 
(Written Statement and Speaker) 

10.  Lorelei O’Hagan 
Parent of a 2nd Grader  
Greenwich CT 

Greenwich Public Schools Special Education 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 



11.  Alon Kutai 
Parent of three children 
Within Greenwich Public Schools 
Greenwich CT 

Special Education in Greenwich CT 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 

12.  Nicole Rizzo, M.Ed. 
CT Educator 
Volunteer for CTPSA 
Connecticut Public Schools Advocate 
 

Connecticut Public Schools Advocate and the 
Opening of Schools During COVID-19 
 
 
(Written Statement and Speaker) 

13.  Fran Rabinowitz 
Executive Director,  
Connecticut Association of Public 
School Superintendents (CAPSS) 
 

Black and Latino Studies Curriculum (P.A. 19-12) 
 
 
(Written Statement and Speaker) 
 

14.  Amy W. Hufnagel 
Director of Programs & Visitor 
Experience 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Center 
77 Forest Street 
Hartford, CT 06105 

African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino 
Course of Studies 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 
 

15.  Gwen Samuel 
Founder and President 
CT Parents Union 
 

African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino 
Course of Studies and Policy Recommendations 
 
 
(Speaker Only) 
 

 


