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Prior to CSDE Outreach 

Final List Attendance Awareness 

Month 

September 2016 - Activities 



Presentation Focus 

ÅWhat is chronic absence? 

ÅWhy is addressing chronic absence important? 

ÅWhat is the chronic absence landscape 
in Connecticut? 

ÅHow has Connecticut addressed the issue? 

ÅWhat are the outcomes? 

ÅWhere do we go from here? 
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What is Chronic Absence? 
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Chronic Absence Definition 

ÅChronic absence is missing too much school for any 

reason, excused or unexcused and including 

suspensions. 

ÅConnecticut and many other states define it as 

missing 10 percent or more of school or about 18 

days a year or two days a month. 
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Student Attendance Rate = 

Studentôs Total Days of Attendance 

Studentôs Total Days of Membership 



Why is Addressing Chronic 

Absence Important? 
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Attendance Matters  

National research documents the following negative impact: 
 
Å At every age and every stage, chronic absence erodes the academic and 

social skills needed to succeed in school.  

 

Å Being chronically absent has a significant impact on a studentôs ability to 
perform at grade level, do well on standardized tests, and graduate on time.  

 

Å Children who are chronically absent in both kindergarten and first grade are 
much less likely to read proficiently by the end of third grade.   

 

Å By sixth grade, chronic absence is a key early indicator of dropout from  
high school.   

 

Å By ninth grade, attendance may be a better indicator of dropout than  
eighth-grade test scores. 

 
Chang, H. (2015, September). Mapping the Early Attendance Gap, Charting a Course for School Success. Retrieved from Attendance 

Works: http://www.attendanceworks.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Mapping-the-Early-Attendance-Gap-
Final-4.pdf 
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Reasons Students are Absent 
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Myths 

Absences are only  
a problem if they  
are unexcused 

Okay to miss a  
day here or there 

Attendance only 
matters in the  
later grades 

PK and K are  
seen as day care,  

not learning 

Barriers 

Chronic disease 
(asthma) or lack of 
health/dental care 

Caring for siblings  
or other family 

members 

Unmet basic needs: 
transportation, 
housing, food, 
clothes, etc. 

Trauma 

Feeling unsafe 
getting to school 

Aversion 

Academic or  
social struggles 

Being teased  
or bullied 

Poor school  
climate or  

unsafe school 

Parents had  
negative school 

experience 

Disengagement 

Lack of engaging  
and relevant 
instruction 

Peer pressure  
to be with peers 
 out of school  
vs. in school 

No meaningful 
relations with  

adults in school 

High suspension 
rates and 

disproportionate 
school discipline 



What is the  

Chronic Absence Landscape  

in Connecticut? 
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Statewide Chronic  

Absenteeism Trend 
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Number of Students  

Chronically Absent  
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Who is Chronically Absent? 
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Who is Chronically Absent? 
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Snapshot 
Percent Chronically Absent, 2015-16 



Chronic Absence by Grade Level 

2014-15 
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Chronic Absence by Grade Level 

2015-16 
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Chronic Absence Rates 

by Race/Ethnicity 
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Attendance in 9th Grade and Graduation in  

Four Years by Meal Eligibility 2014-15 Cohort 
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How has Connecticut 

Addressed the Issue? 
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- Data and Accountability  

- Policy and Legislation  

- Statewide Infrastructure 


