
   
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   
 
 

              
            

      
 
 

              
 
 
 
 
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII.A. 

C NNECTICUT STATE B ARD  F EDUCATI N 
Hartford 

T  BE PR P SED: 

Octob r 7, 2020 

RES LVED, That th  Stat  Board of Education approv s th  Fiscal Y ar 2021-22 and Fiscal 
Y ar 2022-23 Bi nnial Budg t R duction, R allocation and Expansion Options, and dir cts th  
Commission r to tak  th  n c ssary action. 

Approv d by a vot  of ______ this s v nth day of Octob r, Two Thousand Tw nty. 

Sign d:_____________________________ 
Dr. Migu l A. Cardona, S cr tary 



     
 

 
 
 
 

     
 

     
    
 

    
 

           
    

 
 

  
 

              
                 

             
                   

      
 

           
                 

             
               
                

              
 

 
  

 
                
               

             
              

              
                

                 
      

 
               

              
               
      

 
              

             

C NNECTICUT STATE B ARD  F EDUCATI N 
Hartford 

TO: Stat  Board of Education 

FROM: Dr. Migu l A. Cardona 
Commission r of Education 

DATE: Octob r 7, 2020 

SUBJECT: Fiscal Y ar 2021-22 and Fiscal Y ar 2022-23 Bi nnial Budg t R duction, 
R allocation and Expansion Options 

Reduction  ptions: 

Th  Offic  of Policy and Manag m nt (OPM) has dir ct d ag nci s to pr par  budg t options 
that would r sult in at l ast a 10 p rc nt r duction from an ag ncy’s Fiscal Y ar (FY) 2021 
bas lin  budg t r qu st,  xclusiv  of formula-bas d municipal aid. This r qu st has b  n 
mad  bas d on proj ct d stat wid  d ficits of $2.5 billion in FY 2022, growing to mor  than 
$3 billion in FY 2023. 

Excluding formula-bas d municipal aid, th  D partm nt is submitting r duction options totaling 
$81.3 million in FY 2022 and $86.5 million in FY 2023. Und rstanding th  chall ng s facing our 
districts, our submission r qu sts holding critical  ntitl m nt grants, such as Exc ss Cost which 
provid s aid to districts for high-cost sp cial  ducation stud nts, to at l ast th  curr nt y ar 
funding l v ls. W  hav  also prioritiz d staffing capacity in c ntral offic  in ord r to maintain 
our syst m of district supports and staffing in th  Conn cticut T chnical Education and Car  r 
Syst m. 

Reallocation  ptions: 

Th  D partm nt is r qu sting two r allocation options. Th  first is a r qu st to r allocat  $1.26 
million of th  $3.2 million curr ntly appropriat d for th  Bilingual Education  ntitl m nt grant to a 
n w account  ntitl d Bilingual Education – District-L v l Supports. S ction 10-17g of th  
Conn cticut G n ral Statut s (C.G.S.) limits th  D partm nt to granting only $1.9 million of th  
$3.2 million in funds appropriat d for th  purpos  of th  Bilingual Education  ntitl m nt grant. 
Th  balanc  of th  funds ar  d dicat d to carrying out th  purpos s of C.G.S. S ctions 10-17k, 
10-17n, and 10-66t. Th s  s ctions w r  for activiti s that w r  limit d to b ing carri d out in 
FY 2015 and FY 2016. 

Th  D partm nt is proposing to us  th  $1.26 million balanc  for mor  dir ct and targ t d 
supports to local school districts for th ir English languag  l arn r stud nt populations. Th  
data coll ct d and analyz d by th  D partm nt, and d tail d b low, show a significant gap in 
th  acad mic outcom s for th s  stud nts. 

 Th  English Languag  Arts (ELA) achi v m nt ind x of English l arn rs is low r than 
that of all rac / thnic groups, fr   m al  ligibl  stud nts, and r duc d pric  m al 



             
             

              
    

  
               

             
             
           

  
               

           
 

              
      

 
                
              

                
              
               
  

 
   

 
                 

               
              

                 
               

                 
                   

         
  
 
 
 
 
        
  
 
 
 
 

 ligibl  stud nts in 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19. Th  only stud nt group 
with low r ELA achi v m nt than English l arn rs is th  stud nts with disabiliti s group. 
Ov rall, only about 1 in 8 English l arn rs across all grad s m  ts th  grad -l v l 
 xp ctation in ELA. 

 Th  four-y ar graduation rat  of English l arn rs is low r than that of all rac / thnic 
groups, fr   m al  ligibl  stud nts, and r duc d pric  m al  ligibl  stud nts for th  
cohorts of 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, and 2018-19. Ev n ov r a six-y ar 
p riod, 1 in 4 English l arn rs fail to graduat  high school. 

 Chronic abs nt  ism rat s for English l arn rs  xc  ds 15 p rc nt; i. ., about 1 in 6 
English l arn rs miss at l ast 10 p rc nt of school days. 

Th  r allocation of th s  funds would allow th  D partm nt to provid  mor  m aningful support 
to districts for this stud nt population. 

Our s cond r qu st for r allocation is to mov  $5.2 million from th  Magn t School account to 
th  Sheff Transportation account. Th s  funds should hav  b  n transf rr d to th  Sheff 
Transportation account at th  tim  of its cr ation last y ar but r main d in th  Magn t School 
account. Th  funds ar  us d to pay suppl m ntal transportation costs associat d with th  
magn t programs d dicat d to th  Stat ’s  fforts to m  t th  goals of th  curr nt Sheff 
Stipulat d Agr  m nt. 

Expansion  ption/Reallocation  ption: 

Th  D partm nt is r qu sting $1.26 million in FY 2022 and $1.89 million in FY 2023 for an 
 xpansion of th  grad  configuration at th  Stamford Chart r School for Exc ll nc . Th  school 
has r qu st d p rmission to  xpand from Grad s PK-5 to Grad s PK-8, incorporating a middl  
school program for its stud nts. This is a two-st p proc ss that will r quir  Stat  Board of 
Education approval of a mat rial chang  in its op rating plan and budg tary approval of th  
s ats by th  l gislatur  in th  upcoming budg t. With th  closur  of two chart r schools in 
Stamford ov r th  last two y ars, w  ar  r qu sting that a portion of that funding b  us d for th  
grad   xpansion of Stamford Chart r School for Exc ll nc . 

Pr par d by Kathy D ms y, Chi f Financial Offic r 



State De artment of Education - FY2022 - FY2023 Biennial Budget Request 

Reduction, Reallocation & Ex ansion O tions 

FY 2021 FY 2022 Current  FY 2022 O tions Adjusted FY 2022 FY 2023 Current  FY 2023 O tions Adjusted FY 2023 

SID Title Estimated Services Request Reduction Reallocation Ex ansion Request Services Request Reduction Reallocation Ex ansion Request 

Person l Services 17,534,577 18,414,133 (552,424) 17,861,709 18,998,208 (569,946) 18,428,262 

Other Expenses 3,035,381 3,035,381 (91,061) 2,944,320 3,035,381 (91,061) 2,944,320 

Dev. of M stery Ex ms Gr des 4, 6,  nd 8 10,490,334 10,493,570 0 10,493,570 10,532,802 0 10,532,802 

Prim ry Ment l He lth 345,288 345,288 (34,529) 310,759 345,288 (34,529) 310,759 

Le dership, Educ tion, Athletics in P rtnership 312,211 312,211 (31,221) 280,990 312,211 (31,221) 280,990 

Adult Educ tion Action 194,534 194,534 0 194,534 194,534 0 194,534 

Connecticut Writing Project 20,250 20,250 (20,250) 0 20,250 (20,250) 0 

Neighborhood Youth Centers 613,866 613,866 (61,387) 552,479 613,866 (61,387) 552,479 

Sheff Settlement 10,277,534 10,281,618 0 10,281,618 10,297,012 0 10,297,012 

P rent Trust Fund Progr m 267,193 267,193 (26,719) 240,474 267,193 (26,719) 240,474 

Region l Voc tion l-Technic l School System 140,398,647 144,755,845 (2,503,000) 142,252,845 149,594,725 (2,503,000) 147,091,725 

Commissioner’s Network 10,009,398 10,009,398 0 10,009,398 10,009,398 0 10,009,398 

Loc l Ch rter Schools 690,000 852,000 0 852,000 957,000 0 957,000 

Bridges to Success 27,000 27,000 (27,000) 0 27,000 (27,000) 0 

T lent Development 2,183,986 2,188,229 0 2,188,229 2,203,567 0 2,203,567 

School-B sed Diversion Initi tive 900,000 900,000 0 900,000 900,000 0 900,000 

Technic l High Schools Other Expenses 22,668,577 22,668,577 (566,714) 22,101,863 22,668,577 (566,714) 22,101,863 

EdSight 1,100,273 1,100,445 0 1,100,445 1,105,533 0 1,105,533 

Sheff Tr nsport tion 45,781,798 48,689,037 0 5,248,946 53,937,983 50,710,659 0 5,406,414 56,117,073 

Curriculum  nd St nd rds 2,215,782 2,215,782 0 2,215,782 2,215,782 0 2,215,782 

Bilingu l Educ tion - District Level Supports 0 0 1,260,982 0 0 1,260,982 1,260,982 

Americ n School For The De f 8,357,514 8,357,514 (417,876) 7,939,638 8,357,514 (417,876) 7,939,638 

Region l Educ tion Services 262,500 262,500 0 262,500 262,500 0 262,500 

F mily Resource Centers 5,802,710 5,802,710 (290,136) 5,512,574 5,802,710 (290,136) 5,512,574 

Ch rter Schools 124,678,750 120,690,000 0 1,260,000 121,950,000 121,072,500 0 1,890,000 122,962,500 

Child Nutrition St te M tch 2,354,000 2,354,000 0 2,354,000 2,354,000 0 2,354,000 

He lth Foods Initi tive 4,151,463 4,151,463 0 4,151,463 4,151,463 0 4,151,463 

Voc tion l Agriculture 15,124,200 15,124,200 (1,512,420) 13,611,780 15,124,200 (1,512,420) 13,611,780 

Adult Educ tion 20,383,960 21,214,305 (828,194) 20,386,111 21,333,766 (940,618) 20,393,148 

He lth  nd Welf re Services Pupils Priv te Schools 3,438,415 6,524,442 (3,086,027) 3,438,415 6,629,486 (3,191,071) 3,438,415 

Educ tion Equ liz tion Gr nts 2,092,033,975 2,132,535,695 0 2,132,535,695 2,171,484,257 0 2,171,484,257 

Bilingu l Educ tion 3,177,112 3,177,112 0 (1,260,982) 1,916,130 3,177,112 0 (1,260,982) 1,916,130 

Priority School Districts 30,818,778 30,818,778 (3,081,878) 27,736,900 30,818,778 (3,081,878) 27,736,900 

Interdistrict Cooper tion 1,537,500 1,537,500 (153,750) 1,383,750 1,537,500 (153,750) 1,383,750 

School Bre kf st Progr m 2,158,900 2,158,900 0 2,158,900 2,158,900 0 2,158,900 

Excess Cost - Student B sed 140,619,782 207,404,471 (66,784,689) 140,619,782 212,361,438 (71,741,656) 140,619,782 

Open Choice Progr m 27,682,027 27,705,849 0 27,705,849 29,442,327 0 29,442,327 

M gnet Schools 306,033,302 297,471,990 0 (5,248,946) 292,223,044 300,069,041 0 (5,406,414) 294,662,627 

After School Progr m 5,750,695 5,750,695 (575,070) 5,175,625 5,750,695 (575,070) 5,175,625 

Extended School Hours 2,919,883 2,919,883 (291,988) 2,627,895 2,919,883 (291,988) 2,627,895 

School Account bility 3,412,207 3,412,207 (341,221) 3,070,986 3,412,207 (341,221) 3,070,986 

Total 3,069,764,302 3,176,758,571 (81,277,554) 0 1,260,000 3,095,480,035 3,233,229,263 (86,469,511) 0 1,890,000 3,148,649,752 


