
V.B. 

CONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Hartford 

TO BE PROPOSED: 

April 4, 2018 

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education, pursuant to Section 10-66ss of the Connecticut 

General Statutes, approves the material change to Achievement First Hartford Academy’s 

(AFHA) operation merging its two middle schools (Achievement First Middle School and 

Achievement First Summit Middle School) into one middle school, known as (Achievement 

First Summit Middle School) for the 2018-19 school year, subject to the Commissioner’s April 

4, 2018, memorandum to the Board, “Approval of Material Change to Achievement First 

Hartford Academy,” and directs the Commissioner to take the necessary action. 

Approved by a vote of _______, this fourth day of April, Two Thousand Eighteen. 

Signed:____________________________ 

Dr. Dianna R. Wentzell, Secretary 

State Board of Education 



CONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Hartford 

TO: State Board of Education 

FROM: Dr. Dianna R. Wentzell, Commissioner of Education 

DATE: April 4, 2018 

SUBJECT: Approval of Material Change to Achievement First Hartford Academy 

Executive Summary 

Introduction 

Achievement First Hartford Academy (AFHA) is a state charter school serving 1,198 students in 

Grades K-12.  AFHA consists of one elementary school (Achievement First Hartford Academy  

Elementary School), two middle schools (Achievement First Middle School and Achievement 

First Summit Middle School) and one high school (Achievement First High School).  

Achievement First seeks approval to merge the two middle schools into one middle school 

known as (Achievement First Summit Middle School) for the 2018-19 school year.  In 

accordance with Section 10-66ss of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Connecticut State 

Department of Education (CSDE) seeks State Board of Education (SBE) approval of the material 

change to the school’s operation as allowed under state law.   

Background/Process 

Under Section 10-66ss of the Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.) a process is established for 

charter school governing councils to follow when making a material change to their operations.  

A material change is one that fundamentally alters the school’s mission, organizational structure, 

or educational program, including: 

1. Altering the educational model in a fundamental way.

2. Opening an additional school building.

3. Contracting for or discontinuing a contract for whole school management services with a

Charter Management Organization.

4. Renaming a charter school.

5. Changing the charter school’s grade configurations.

6. Increasing or decreasing the total student enrollment capacity of the charter school by 20

percent or more.

To request a material change in the school’s operations, the charter school’s governing council 

must provide the SBE with a written request to amend the school’s charter.  On January 31, 

2018, the CSDE received AFHA’s written request to merge the two middle schools into one 

school to be named Achievement First Hartford Summit Middle School (Attachment A).  

Achievement First Hartford Academy Elementary School, Achievement First Middle School and 
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Achievement First High School are located at 305 Greenfield Street, Hartford.  Achievement 

First Summit Middle School has been in a temporary space on the Global Communications 

Academy campus located at 85 Edwards Street in Hartford.  The merger will allow AFHA to 

serve all students at 305 Greenfield Street together on one K-12 campus.  Combining the two 

schools will reduce operating costs, allow for additional classroom space, provide students 

access to a dedicated gym, and allow more enrichment offerings to students.  Ben Cruse, the 

current principal of Achievement First Summit Middle School will lead the combined 

Achievement First Hartford Summit Middle School.  All AFHA students are guaranteed seats 

through high school graduation. 

In accordance with Section 10-66ss of the C.G.S. the CSDE is required to solicit and review 

comments on the material change request from the local or regional board of education of the 

town in which the charter school is located, Hartford.  On February 22, 2018, Dr. Leslie Torres-

Rodriguez, Superintendent of Hartford Public Schools responded to the request (Attachment B). 

Recommendation with Conditions 

The CSDE recommends that the SBE, pursuant to Section 10-66ss of the Connecticut General 

Statutes, approve AFHA’s written request to merge the two middle schools into one middle 

school known as Achievement First Hartford Summit Middle School for the 2018-19 school 

year. 

Prepared by: Robert E. Kelly 

Charter School Program Manager 

Turnaround Office 

Approved by: Desi D. Nesmith, Chief Turnaround Officer 

Turnaround Office 
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