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I. Educators Who Need Dance or Theatre Arts Certification
1. Q: Who must hold dance or theatre arts certification?

A: All theatre arts and dance teachers serving in a Connecticut public school.
2. Q: Must the teacher leader of an after-school dance or theatre arts program hold certification in the appropriate area?

A: Not if the course is offered only as an extracurricular activity (i.e., not for credit or a grade).

3. Q: How does certification in dance and theatre arts affect teachers who are already teaching drama in public schools under an English certificate or dance under a physical education certificate?

A: Teachers holding only English certification can continue to offer drama courses for English credit, and teachers holding only physical education certification can continue to offer dance classes for physical education credit. To offer these courses for arts credit, they are advised to pursue a cross-endorsement in the appropriate arts area (i.e., either theatre arts or dance). 
4. Q: How will small districts that cannot hire a full-time dance or theatre arts teacher continue to offer courses in those areas?

A: Smaller districts have several options. They could, for example, hire part-time certified faculty, collaborate with other local districts or a RESC to share full-time certified faculty, hire a full-time teacher with dual certification that includes dance or theatre arts, or encourage existing teachers to pursue a cross-endorsement in dance or theatre arts.
5. Q: I am currently teaching at a RESC magnet school, but do not hold certification.  What should I do?
A: You must be certified to be in charge of a class without direct supervision by a certified educator, or to offer high school credit for your courses. The State has announced an “amnesty” window for teachers in your situation to continue teaching until the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year (see Commissioner McQuillan’s letter to districts dated October 29, 2007), to provide time to complete certification requirements.  If you qualify for a DSAP (see list of requirements below), enroll in one of the two Formal Pathway programs so your district/RESC can request a DSAP. If you do not qualify for a DSAP, first complete the steps necessary to qualify, then enroll in a Formal Pathway.
II. Formal Pathways

Effective July 1, 2007, the State Department of Education, Bureau of Educator Standards and Certification, has authorized and approved “Formal Pathways” for qualified candidates to obtain a unique endorsement (#110) in theatre arts or dance.  The agency is approving district-requested Durational Shortage Area Permits (DSAPs) for theatre arts and dance candidates to ensure that certified teachers are instructing Connecticut’s students.  Candidates in theatre arts or dance will be able to use two years of teaching under DSAPs to complete the teaching experience required for certification.  The guidelines containing coursework requirements for certification in theatre arts and dance are attached.  Beginning with school year 2010-2011, all theatre arts and dance teachers serving in a Connecticut public school must hold appropriate certification.

In order to make initial certification in theatre arts and dance available, the “Formal Pathways” are being offered to candidates holding a DSAP in theatre arts or dance through coursework completed at the following Connecticut institutions:

· “Formal Pathway” in Theatre Arts offered exclusively through Western Connecticut State University (WCSU)
· WCSU Contact: Dr. Pamela McDaniel (203) 837-8422 or mcdanielp@wcsu.edu 
· “Formal Pathway” in Dance offered in collaboration between Naugatuck Valley Community College (NVCC) (content coursework only) and Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) (all professional education as well as content coursework)
· NVCC Contact: Professor Elena Rusnak (203) 575-8179 or erusnak@nvcc.commnet.edu  

· CCSU Contact: Professor Catherine Fellows (860) 832-2167 or fellowsc@ccsu.edu  
III. Normal Application vs. Durational Shortage Area Permit (DSAP)

6. Q: If I want to find out what I need to do (take missing courses, etc.) to become certified, how can I have my credentials reviewed?

A: If you qualify for a DSAP, first obtain a teaching position and enroll in a formal pathway. Your district will submit your credentials when it applies for the DSAP, which will be reviewed by the State Department of Education free of charge.

If you already have in your background the required amount of teaching experience outlined in certification regulations (i.e., out-of-state, higher education, approved private school) you can submit a routine application for review by the certification office.
7. Durational Area Shortage Permit (DSAP) Overview [See details on separate DSAP information sheet]
a. Q: How do I obtain a DSAP?

A: A DSAP must be requested by a public school district/RESC, so you must first obtain a teaching position.
b. Q: What must I have/submit to qualify for a DSAP?

A: To obtain a one-year DSAP, an individual must meet the following minimum eligibility requirements before the district can submit a DSAP request:

· hold a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution;

· pass Praxis I PPST or obtain the Praxis I waiver; and

· complete 12 semester hours of credit in the subject to be taught (i.e., the subject for which a DSAP is requested).
c. Q: Must I be enrolled in the Formal Pathway to obtain a DSAP in dance or theatre arts?

A: Yes
d. Q: What must I do to renew my DSAP?

A: Complete at least 9 semester hours of credit under each one-year DSAP, and your employing district must submit a renewal request.
e. Q: How long can I teach under a DSAP?

A: A DSAP may be issued to a Connecticut board of education for one year on behalf of an applicant and may be renewed up to two additional times.
f. Q: Is there any cost to the candidate for a DSAP?

A: No
8. Q: How can undergraduate students earn dance or theatre arts certification?

A: Until the legislature approves new regulations that offer full dance and theatre arts certification, universities will not be able to offer a “planned program” leading to certification, and undergraduate students will not be able to earn an endorsement in dance or theatre arts.
· One option for students is to complete certification in another subject area and then add a cross-endorsement in dance or theatre arts.

· Another option is to complete a bachelor degree that includes as many courses required for certification as possible, enroll in a Formal Pathway, and obtain employment in a district under a DSAP.
Universities interested in offering planned programs leading to certification in dance or theatre arts would be wise to begin developing programs that offer the required courses.
IV. Required Dance or Theatre Arts Content Courses
“On and after July 1, 1993, to receive an initial educator certificate for a special subject or field an applicant shall present evidence of meeting the following requirements, in addition to meeting the assessment requirement (Praxis I PPST or qualify for Praxis I waiver):

…

(c)  Has completed a subject area major awarded by an approved institution in the subject area for which endorsement is sought

	Dance
	Theatre Arts

	"For dance, an applicant shall present a subject area major or its equivalent in dance, including coursework in each of the following:

a) applied study in ballet; 

b) two applied courses in modern dance; 

c) applied study in a third folkloric or classical world dance form (e.g., tap, jazz, ballroom/social, African, flamenco, Balinese); 

d) composition/choreographic principles and dance improvisation; 

e) dance history/cultures representing a variety of periods and ethnic groups; 

f) applied anatomy/kinesiology; and

g) nutrition in a wellness or fitness context; and

h) dance education methods/curriculum (including elementary and secondary)."
	"For theatre arts, an applicant shall present a subject area major or its equivalent in theatre or video/film, including coursework in each of the following:

a) applied acting;

b) directing;

c) technical theatre (design, stagecraft, or video/film techniques); 

d) movement for actors or dance; 

e) voice for theatre or music;

f) dramatic literature of the theatre (or video/film) representing a variety of historical and cultural contexts;

g) English composition;

h) literary (or video/film) criticism and interpretation;

i) creative dramatics, process drama, or video/film option;

j) creative writing, including scriptwriting (play- or screenwriting); and

k) theatre (or video/film) education methods/curriculum (including elementary and secondary, with connections to literacy and writing)."


9. Q: How was the above list of required courses for dance and theatre arts teachers developed?

A: Statewide task forces in dance and theatre arts worked for several years to create teacher standards for the two fields.  The task forces consisted of experienced K-12 and university dance and theatre arts educators and artists as well as school administrators.  Both the teacher standards and required coursework in dance and theatre arts are based on what educators need to know and be able to do to help their students master the student dance and theatre arts standards outlined in the Connecticut arts framework.
10. Q: If a candidate has completed a major in dance (or theatre arts) as part of a degree, must s/he still take all of the dance (or theatre arts) courses on the requirements list?

A: Yes
11. Q: Can teachers working under a DSAP, who must be enrolled in a Formal Pathway, still take one or more of their dance or theatre arts content classes at other, non-pathway universities (i.e., if they are more convenient or affordable)?

A: Only if the Formal Pathway institution grants permission to do so.  To hold a DSAP, a candidate must be enrolled and taking courses in a Formal Pathway. The Formal Pathway institution can also approve credits earned at other institutions prior to enrolling in the Formal Pathway.
12. Q: Can I get life credit for professional experience in dance through Naugatuck Valley CC or Central Connecticut State University, or in theatre arts through Western Connecticut State University?

A:  Credit for life experience or non-traditional training is only offered through Charter Oak State College.
http://www.charteroak.edu/advising/creditforlifeexperience.cfm
13. Nutrition requirement for a unique endorsement in dance:

a. Q: If a candidate was enrolled in the Formal Pathway prior to the issuance of the Commissioner’s recent circular letter, must the candidate still complete the new nutrition requirement?

A: Yes
b. Q: Must the candidate have a course on the transcript entitled “nutrition”?

A: The candidate must show evidence of coursework in nutrition. The best source of such evidence is the course description from the school’s course catalog, although alternative evidence – such as official course syllabi – can sometimes be considered.
c. Q: Will a scientific nutrition course fulfill the nutrition requirement for dance certification, in light of the language that specifies that nutrition must be “in a wellness or fitness context”?
A: Yes
V. Required General Education Courses

“On and after July 1, 1993, to receive an initial educator certificate for a special subject or field an applicant shall present evidence of meeting the following requirements, in addition to meeting the assessment requirement (Praxis I PPST or qualify for Praxis I waiver):

...

(a)  Holds a bachelor’s degree from an approved institution;

(b)  Has a minimum of 39 semester hours of credit in general academic courses in five of the six areas listed below, including a course in United States history.  On and after July 1, 1998, a survey course in United States history comprised of not fewer than three semester hours of credit shall be included.


(1) 
Natural sciences;


(2) 
Social studies;


(3) 
Fine arts;


(4) 
English;


(5) 
Mathematics; and


(6) 
Foreign language”
14. Q: Can the required 3-credit U.S. History Course count as the social studies course for the 5-out-of-6 general education requirements?

A: Yes
15. Q: Can I count one of my dance or theatre arts content courses as an arts course for the 5-out-of-6 general education requirements?

A: Yes
16. Q: Can I count freshman composition as an English course for the 5-out-of-6 general education requirements?

A: Yes
17. Q: If I have at least one course in five of the six areas listed, may I apply fine arts credits in dance or theatre arts toward the total requirement of 39 semester hours?
A: Yes
VI. Required 18 Hours of Professional Education Courses
“On and after July 1, 1993, to receive an initial educator certificate for a special subject or field an applicant shall present evidence of meeting the following requirements, in addition to meeting the assessment requirement (Praxis I PPST or qualify for Praxis I waiver):

...

(d) 
Has a minimum of 18 semester hours of credit in professional education in a planned program of study and experience to be distributed among each of the following:

(1)
Foundations of education.  This group includes areas such as:  (1) philosophy of education, (2) school effectiveness, (3) history of education and (4) comparative education;

(2)
Educational psychology.  This group includes areas such as:  (1)  growth and development of children from birth through the life span, (2) psychology of learning, (3) child-adolescent psychology and (4) mental hygiene;

(3) 
Curriculum and methods of teaching.  This group includes areas such as:  (1) subject-area curriculum and methodology and (2) effective teaching skills;

(4)
Supervised observation, participation and full-time responsible student teaching totaling at least six but not more than 12 semester hours of credit; and

(5) 

A course of study in special education comprised of not fewer than 36 clock hours, which shall include study in understanding the growth and development of exceptional children, including handicapped and gifted and talented children and children who may require special education, and methods for identifying, planning for and working effectively with special-needs children in the regular classroom.”
18. Q: If I have all of the required credits of content (i.e., in dance or theatre arts), must I enroll in a Formal Pathway for the required Professional Education courses (Foundation of Education, Educational Psychology, Curriculum and Methods, Special Education)?
A: Yes. If you are teaching dance or theatre arts under a DSAP, you must be enrolled in a Formal Pathway. If you are not yet employed, you can take courses from any institution, but would be wise to check with a Formal Pathway institution to make sure that it will recognize the course.
19. Q: Can teachers working under a DSAP, who must be enrolled in a Formal Pathway, still take one or more of their mandatory 18 semester hours of education classes at other, non-pathway universities (i.e., if they are more convenient or affordable)?

A: Only if the Formal Pathway institution grants permission to do so.  To hold a DSAP a candidate must be enrolled in a Formal Pathway. The Formal Pathway institution can also approve credits earned at other institutions prior to enrolling in the Formal Pathway.
20. Q: Does the dance methods course listed as “h” on the list of required dance content courses count toward the mandatory 18 semester hours of education classes?

A: Yes
21. Q: Does the theatre arts methods course listed as “k” on the list of required theatre arts content courses count toward the mandatory 18 semester hours of education classes?

A: Yes
22. Q: Can a candidate who has been teaching successfully and holds a degree in dance (or theatre arts) submit a portfolio of lessons, curriculum, and video of teaching to Charter Oak State College to receive credit for the dance (or theatre arts) methods course?
A: No. The Formal Pathways institution would have to grant any credits for this course.
23. Q: Could a candidate take one or more of the required Professional Education courses (Education Psychology, Foundations of Education) at other institutions or online?

A: Only if the course is accepted by the Formal Pathway institution in which the candidate enrolls. Candidates are encouraged to check with the program leader of the Formal Pathway in advance before enrolling in outside courses of any kind.
24. Q: How can the candidate fulfill the professional experience (or “supervised observation”) required for certification?

A: Candidates in theatre arts or dance will be able to use two years of teaching under DSAPs to complete the teaching experience required for certification.
25. Q: Must the candidate enroll in a DSAP supervision class (i.e., pay tuition) to be supervised by the Formal Pathway institution (CCSU or WCSU)?

A: Yes
26. Q: Can Charter Oak grant life experience credit for student teaching (i.e., to waive teaching experience requirement)?

A: No, because Charter Oak State College does not offer an approved planned program for certification.
27. Q: How do I document the fact that my background includes the 20 full-time hours (i.e., 50% or more) or 40 part-time hours of teaching in non-public schools, higher education, or other states that can fulfill the supervised experience requirement  for a unique endorsement?

A:  To document K-12 experience, candidates typically use the Statement of Professional Experience (ED 126) as part of the routine application process. Higher education experience is often documented through formal letters on letterhead from appropriate authorities in the relevant higher education institution(s).
VII. Artists Becoming Educators
28. Q: Arts magnet schools have been hiring uncertified instructors who are practicing artists in dance and theatre, and like the fact that they are practicing artists.  If they are required to hire certified teachers, won’t their program quality suffer?

A: No. On the contrary, the quality of programs in all schools should be strengthened by certification.  Teacher preparation programs for arts educators require candidates to combine artistic excellence with educational background and training. Courses leading to certification add educational expertise to an artist’s existing knowledge and skills.  Artists will have the option to pursue certification, and magnet schools will have the opportunity to hire expert certified teachers. Having certified dance and theatre arts teachers in regular public schools will also benefit magnet schools, by providing a larger pool of prospective students who have received expert training in dance and theatre arts.
29. Q: Will artists still be able to work with children in public schools?
A: Absolutely.  As has always been true, artists may work with children to deepen their arts experience.  In the arts areas of visual arts and music, where certified arts teachers are already present in schools, artists often visit schools to work with students. Uncertified staff may not have sole responsibility for a class, but instead must work under the direct supervision of a certified educator who is present in the classroom.
30. Q: Isn't a dance or theatre professional with extensive experience in the field already "highly qualified?"  Since many dance and theatre arts professionals have received their training outside the university setting, shouldn't the Department of Education consider non-traditional training, life experience, teaching experience, and the performing artists' resume as, at least in part, validating artists’ qualifications towards the teaching certificate? 

A: Simply having experience in an arts field does not make the individual Highly Qualified to teach, any more than having professional experience in an accounting office alone makes the individual “highly qualified” to teach math. Candidates with professional background are encouraged to use the process available through Charter Oak State College to obtain credit for life experience and non-traditional training. Such Charter Oak credits are recognized by the Formal Pathway programs.
http://www.charteroak.edu/advising/creditforlifeexperience.cfm
31. Q: Is there an Alternate Route to Certification currently available in dance or theatre arts?

A: No
VIII.  Candidates Who Hold Current or Lapsed Certification

32. Q: If I currently hold a Connecticut unique endorsement in dance or theatre arts, will that automatically convert to a regular endorsement (i.e., certification in dance or theatre arts) when the legislature approves new regulations making dance and theatre arts certification available?
A: Yes
33. Q: If I hold dance or theatre certification from another state that authorizes me to teach only certain grade levels (i.e., 9-12, K-8), rather than PreK-12, will my Connecticut unique endorsement still authorize me to teach PreK-12?

A: Yes
34. Q: If a teacher who holds a current Connecticut teaching certificate in another subject area wants to add a cross-endorsement in dance or theatre arts, must s/he have completed all of the required content coursework listed?

A: Unlike candidates for first-time certification, teachers seeking to add a cross-endorsement to existing certification need only to have taken a total of 30 semester hours of credit in the appropriate field (i.e., dance or theatre arts), which does not necessarily have to include coursework in each of the required areas.

35. Q: If a teacher who holds a current Connecticut teaching certificate in another subject area wants to add a cross-endorsement in dance or theatre arts, but never had to take Praxis I (i.e., earned his/her other certification before that became required), would s/he have to pass Praxis I to receive the cross-endorsement?

A: No, because s/he already holds a valid certificate.  Such teachers are not subject to any new eligibility requirements, such as Praxis I PPST.

36. Q: I graduated with a degree that contains most of the courses required for a unique endorsement, including supervised student teaching; however, that was over 20 years ago. Are these courses and credits still acceptable?

A: Yes, an applicant may use the same routine application process (ED 170, ED 125, official transcripts*, $50, etc.) to determine their eligibility for Connecticut certification.  Application forms are available from our website at:
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2613&q=321402
(* Note: Coursework must have been completed at a regionally accredited institution.)
37. Q: If a teacher’s certification has lapsed, what must be done to reinstate certification?  Is there a time after which the requirements to reinstate certification change?

A: Reissuance regulations require that an applicant meet all current eligibility requirements in place at the time of application, including coursework and testing.  In order to make a determination, an individual should submit an application (ED 170), official transcripts and a $50 certified bank check or money order.
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2613&q=321402 

Miscellaneous

38. Praxis-related Questions

a. Q: Is there a study guide for Praxis I?  If so, what does it cost and how does one get it?

b. Q: What is the fee for Praxis I?

A: The full name for “Praxis I” is Praxis I Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST)
General Praxis I info is available on the Educational Testing Service website:  www.ets.org 
For more information about Connecticut’s Praxis requirements go to the CSDE main website:

www.sde.ct.gov 

Then click on “Certification,” then click on “Assessments.”

· For information about the Praxis I Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST), then click on any of the links to Praxis I information.
· To register to take the Praxis I test, click on link labeled “ETS - Educational Testing Service.”
· For information about the Praxis I waiver (i.e., based on SAT scores), click on PRAXIS I WAIVER APPLICATION – ED 192.

39. Q: Given that there is no BEST program in dance (or theatre arts), and not likely to be one for several years, is there some kind of generic assessment that non-BEST subject people are required to go through?
A: No. The BEST office will decide whether to waive a dance or theatre arts teacher from the BEST portfolio assessment, if an appropriate program is not available.

40. Q: Theatre arts teachers working under a DSAP must enroll in a Formal Pathway at Western Connecticut State University in Danbury; dance teachers must enroll in a Formal Pathway at Central Connecticut State University or Naugatuck Valley Community College. These three locations may be inconvenient for some candidates, such as those who live in Eastern Connecticut. How can these teachers be accommodated?

A: The three Formal Pathway institutions may choose to offer courses at alternative locations or online. Contact the relevant Formal Pathway leader for further information and to let her know of your interest.
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