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 CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS RELIED UPON 

United States Constitution 

U.S. Const., amend. 4 

 The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 

against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall 

issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly 

describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

Connecticut Constitution 

Conn. Const., art., § 7 

 The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and possessions from 

unreasonable searches or seizures; and no warrant to search any place, or to seize any 

person or things, shall issue without describing them as nearly as may be, nor without 

probable cause supported by oath or affirmation. 

Conn. Const., art. 1, § 9 

 No person shall be arrested, detained or punished, except in cases clearly 

warranted by law. 

CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53a-59 (a) (1) (2012) Assault in the first degree 

 (a) A person is guilty of assault in the first degree when: (1) With intent to cause 

serious physical injury to another person, he causes such injury to such person or to a third 

person by means of a deadly weapon or a dangerous instrument[.] 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53a-134 (a) (1) (2012) Robbery in the first degree 

 (a) A person is guilty of robbery in the first degree when, in the course of the 
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commission of the crime of robbery as defined in section 53a-133 or of immediate flight 

therefrom, he or another participant in the crime: (1) Causes serious physical injury to any 

person who is not a participant in the crime[.] 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 54-2a (a) (1) Issuance of bench warrants of arrest 

 (a) In all criminal cases the Superior Court, or any judge thereof, or any judge trial 

referee specifically designated by the Chief Justice to exercise the authority conferred by 

this section may issue (1) bench warrants of arrest upon application by a prosecutorial 

official if the court or judge determines that the affidavit accompanying the application 

shows that there is probable cause to believe that an offense has been committed and that 

the person complained against committed it[.] 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 54-94a. Conditional nolo contendere plea. Appeal of denial of 
motion to suppress or dismiss 
 
 When a defendant, prior to the commencement of trial, enters a plea of nolo 

contendere conditional on the right to take an appeal from the court's denial of the 

defendant's motion to suppress or motion to dismiss, the defendant after the imposition of 

sentence may file an appeal within the time prescribed by law provided a trial court has 

determined that a ruling on such motion to suppress or motion to dismiss would be 

dispositive of the case. The issue to be considered in such an appeal shall be limited to 

whether it was proper for the court to have denied the motion to suppress or the motion to 

dismiss. A plea of nolo contendere by a defendant under this section shall not constitute a 

waiver by the defendant of nonjurisdictional defects in the criminal prosecution. 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 54-193. Limitation of prosecution for certain violations or offenses 

 (a) There shall be no limitation of time within which a person may be prosecuted for 

(1) (A) a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to April 25, 
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2012, a class A felony or a violation of section 53a-54d or 53a-169, or (B) any other offense 

involving sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or sexual assault if the victim of the offense was 

a minor at the time of the offense, including, but not limited to, a violation of subdivision (2) 

of subsection (a) of section 53-21, (2) a violation of section 53a-165aa or 53a-166 in which 

such person renders criminal assistance to another person who has committed an offense 

set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection, (3) a violation of section 53a-156 committed 

during a proceeding that results in the conviction of another person subsequently 

determined to be actually innocent of the offense or offenses of which such other person 

was convicted, or (4) a motor vehicle violation or offense that resulted in the death of 

another person and involved a violation of subsection (a) of section 14-224. 

 (b) (1) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section or subdivision (2) of this 

subsection, no person may be prosecuted for a violation of a (A) class B felony violation of 

section 53a-70, 53a-70a or 53a-70b, (B) class C felony violation of section 53a-71 or 53a-

72b, or (C) class D felony violation of section 53a-72a, except within twenty years next after 

the offense has been committed. 

 (2) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, no person may be 

prosecuted for any offense involving sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or sexual assault of 

a victim if the victim was eighteen, nineteen or twenty years of age at the time of the 

offense, except not later than thirty years next after such victim attains the age of twenty-

one years. 

 (3) No person may be prosecuted for a class A misdemeanor violation of section 

53a-73a, if the victim at the time of the offense was twenty-one years of age or older, 

except within ten years next after the offense has been committed. 
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 (c) No person may be prosecuted for any offense, other than an offense set forth in 

subsection (a) or (b) of this section, for which the punishment is or may be imprisonment in 

excess of one year, except within five years next after the offense has been committed. 

 (d) No person may be prosecuted for any offense, other than an offense set forth in 

subsection (a), (b) or (c) of this section, except within one year next after the offense has 

been committed. 

 (e) If the person against whom an indictment, information or complaint for any of 

said offenses is brought has fled from and resided out of this state during the period so 

limited, it may be brought against such person at any time within such period, during which 

such person resides in this state, after the commission of the offense. 

 (f) When any suit, indictment, information or complaint for any crime may be brought 

within any other time than is limited by this section, it shall be brought within such time. 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 54-193b. Limitation of prosecution for sexual assault offenses 
when DNA evidence available 
 
 Notwithstanding the provisions of section 54-193, there shall be no limitation of time 

within which a person may be prosecuted for a violation of section 53a-70b of the general 

statutes, revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 2019, or section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-71, 

53a-72a or 53a-72b, provided (1) the victim notified any police officer or state's attorney 

acting in such police officer's or state's attorney's official capacity of the commission of the 

offense not later than five years after the commission of the offense, and (2) the identity of 

the person who allegedly committed the offense has been established through a DNA 

(deoxyribonucleic acid) profile comparison using evidence collected at the time of the 

commission of the offense. 
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Connecticut Practice Book 

Conn. Prac. Bk. § 36-1 Arrest by Warrant; Issuance 

 Upon the submission of an application for an arrest warrant by a prosecuting 

authority, a judicial authority may issue a warrant for the arrest of an accused person if the 

judicial authority determines that the affidavit accompanying the application shows that 

there is probable cause to believe that an offense has been committed and that the 

accused committed it. 

Conn. Prac. Bk. § 36-3 Contents of Warrant 

 The warrant shall be signed by the judicial authority and shall contain the name of 

the accused person, or if such name is unknown, any name or description by which the 

accused can be identified with reasonable certainty, and the conditions of release fixed, if 

any. It shall state the offense charged and direct any officer authorized to execute it to 

arrest the accused person and to bring him or her before a judicial authority without undue 

delay. 

Conn. Prac. Bk. § 60-5 Plain Error 

*  *  *  The court may in the interests of justice notice plain error not brought to the attention 

of the trial court. *  *  * 

Conn. Prac. Bk. § 61-6 (a) (2) (A) Appeal of Judgment or Ruling in Criminal Case 

(a) Appeal by Defendant. 

*   *   * 

 (2) Appeal of Ruling Following Judgment Rendered upon Conditional Plea of Nolo 

Contendere. 

  (A) On motion to dismiss or suppress. When a defendant, prior to the 
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commencement of trial, enters a plea of nolo contendere conditional on the right to file an 

appeal from the court's denial of the defendant's motion to suppress or motion to dismiss, 

the defendant, after the imposition of sentence, may file an appeal within the time 

prescribed by law. The issue to be considered in such appeal shall be limited to whether it 

was proper for the court to have denied the motion to suppress or the motion to dismiss. A 

plea of nolo contendere by a defendant under this subsection shall not constitute a waiver 

by the defendant of nonjurisdictional defects in the criminal prosecution. The court shall not 

accept a nolo contendere plea pursuant to this subsection where the denial of the motion to 

suppress or motion to dismiss would not be dispositive of the case in the trial court. The 

court shall also decline to accept such a nolo contendere plea where the record available 

for review of the denial of the motion to suppress or motion to dismiss is inadequate for 

appellate review of the court's determination thereof. 
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