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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

NEWS RELEASE

Consumer Counsel Elin Swanson Katz
_________________________________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                   

      
Contact:     Elin Swanson Katz:  860-827-2901
CONSUMER COUNSEL URGES PASSAGE OF FULL LIHEAP FUNDING 
(October 19, 2011-New Britain, CT) -  The State of Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) is asking its Congressional leaders to support full funding of the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) as the delegation prepares to fund the government into FY2012.
LIHEAP helps millions of low-wage working families, the recently unemployed, retirees, the medically frail, and families with very young children keep their homes at safe temperatures.  It is a vital safety net program that needs to be properly funded in order to have the most impact.

The current budget proposal, which would reduce LIHEAP funding by 18%, would be detrimental if passed.  As a result of the economic climate, the pool of vulnerable families in Connecticut continues to grow.  The health, well-being and, in some cases, life of these residents is dependent on their ability to receive assistance through LIHEAP.

With 150,000 applications expected to be filed this year, the sooner the funding is granted, the better prepared Connecticut can be to initiate assistance to the consumers who are truly in need.

Consumer Counsel Elin Swanson Katz praises Congressman Chris Murphy for his leadership on this issue and supports his efforts in encouraging LIHEAP consumers to share their stories and sign onto his statewide petition. 

As the state’s consumer advocate, the Office of Consumer Counsel is very concerned with the possibility of Connecticut’s neediest families facing potential shut-offs or the loss of fuel delivery if the overall program funding decreases.

Katz said “without full funding of LIHEAP, there will be people left in need of critical aid, and then it becomes a safety issue.  It is crucial that this program is fully funded in order to keep homes heated and the people of Connecticut safe this winter.” 

###
The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) is the State of Connecticut’s advocate for all utility ratepayers.  OCC seeks to ensure just and reasonable rates and reliable utility service for customers of Connecticut’s electric, gas, telephone, and water utilities and reasonable protection for cable television customers.  For more information, visit www.ct.gov/occ.   
