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POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.: UP‑02‑11

SUBJECT: Changes to the ABAWD Work Requirement in the Food Stamp program

This transmits revised policy regarding changes to the exemptions and counting of the months

toward the time limit for able‑bodied adults without dependent children (ABAWDs). These changes arc being made to comply with final Food Stamp regulations that became effective August 1, 2001.

Exemption from ABAWD Work Requirement

Under present policy, individuals are exempt from the ABAWD work requirement when they are responsible for the care of a dependent child.

Under this change, all adults who live in the same Food Stamp household as a child under age 18 are exempt from the ABAWD work requirement. In order to get the exemption, an adult does not need to care for the child and the child does not need to be eligible for Food Stamps.

Determining the Expiration Date of the ABAWD Time Limit.

Present policy is unclear  whether or not to count a partial month toward the three‑month time limit for individuals who do not meet the ABAWD work requirement. It is also unclear whether or not to count partial months when granting an extension of three months to such an individual.

This change clarifies that only full months of Food Stamp benefits are counted toward the three ‑ month time limit. It also clarifies that an individual who is granted an extension is eligible to receive three additional full months of Food Stamp benefits.
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