
AGENDA 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 

July 15, 2020 - 8:30 AM 

Chair Updates 
Open Forum 
Additional Agenda Items and Reordering of Agenda National Council of State Boards of 
Nursing - Update 

SCHOOL ISSUES 
• Connecticut League for Nursing
• Lincoln Technical Institute
• Porter & Chester Institute
• Sacred Heart University – Request for temporary waiver
• Fairfield University Egan School of Nursing and Health Studies

1) Request for temporary waiver
2) Proposal for Master's Entry to Practice Nursing

• Registered nurse program accreditation letters
(Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigation) 

MOTIONS FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION 
• Sandra J. Blanchette, RN   Petition No: 2020-431 Staff Attorney Brittany Allen 
• Heather L. Orsi, RN  Petition No: 2020-314 Staff Attorney Brittany Allen

CONSENT ORDERS 
• Stephen Keller, RN Petition No. 2017-1112  Staff Attorney Diane Wilan 
• Nicolette Strizzi, RN Petition No: 2018-557  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
• Tabitha Banker, LPN Petition No: 2018-557  Staff Attorney Leslie Scoville 

HEARINGS 

Petition No: 2020-542 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
Petition No: 2020-541 Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 
Petition No: 2019-751 Staff Attorney Brittany Allen 
Petition No: 2017-50   Staff Attorney Diane Wilan 

• William Meister, RN
• Laura Kisatsky, RN
• Denise Ambrose, LPN
• Nicholas Lewonczyk, LPN
• Heather Spaulding, RN Petition No: 2019-1224  Staff Attorney Joelle Newton 

This meeting will be held by video conference. 

BOARD OF EXAMINES FOR NURSING Teams Meeting – July 15, 2020 

+1 860-840-2075   United States, Hartford (Toll)

Conference ID: 568 335 762# 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Y4ZjY0MjktN2I4NC00NDRmLTlkNzMtZjhmMzkyNmJjZWUw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22735c43f2-4aee-4b5f-b05e-0c535078f579%22%7d
tel:+1%20860-840-2075,,568335762# 


The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting by telephone conference on May 20, 2020 originating 
from the Department of Public Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Elizaida Delgado, LPN  
Mary Dietmann, RN  
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

  
The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m.  
  
CHAIR UPDATES 
Nothing to Report  
  
OPEN FORUM  

A student from Porter & Chester addressed the Board in support of Porter & Chester’s plan for virtual 
clinical experiences. 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard and Mary Dietmann reported on modifications by NCSBN to NCLEX testing. 
 
MINUTES  

Gina M. Reiners made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freemen, to approve the minutes from April 15, 2020.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received 
by the Department of Public Health during April, 2020.   27 calls were received in April. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Excelsior College 
Helen Smith reported that the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) denied 
continuing accreditation to the Associate Degree Nursing program at Excelsior College on 03/18-
19/2020.  The College has appealed the decision and in accordance with ACEN policy this Associate 
Degree Nursing program will remain accredited pending the appeal process. 
Attorney Mike Bucciano addressed the Board on behalf of Excelsior College regarding this issue. 
 
• South Dakota State University 
Helen Smith reported that as of 05/04/2020 South Dakota State University (SDSU) will provide an option 
for participants in the RN & LPN Refresher program to complete online simulation for the required clinical 
experience. This option is temporary, and the participants cannot have any current disciplinary action(s) 
with their Board of Nursing including orders, stipulation agreements or probationary terms. 
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• NCLEX Test Results 
Helen Smith gave a report of the NCLEX results from May 1, 2019 through April 30, 2020.  The programs 
that fell below the 80 percent pass rate will be notified to submit a plan of correction to the Board. 
 
• Lincoln Technical Institute – Request to use virtual clinical experiences 

1) Virtual Clinical Experiences  
Patricia DeLucia and Deborah Little were present for Lincoln Technical Institute.  The Board 
reviewed additional information pertaining to the request for virtual clinical experiences for the 
May and July graduates which was initial presented at the April meeting.  Stacy Schulman 
commented that the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health has not yet issued an Order 
in this matter based on the Board’s April recommendation. 

2) Program Administrator Report   
The Board reviewed a report submitted by Patricia DeLucia concerning the performance of 
Deborah Little as well as an updated organizational chart. 

3) Director of Nursing – New Britain Campus   
Salvatore Diaz was present for this discussion. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion seconded by Mary Dietmann to approve Mr. Diaz as the Director of 
Nursing for the Lincoln Technical Institute, New Britain Campus.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

• Porter & Chester Institute 
Debra Hessell, Philip Krebes, Nancy Brunette, Elizabeth Rodriguez, Jay Bologa, Sherry Greifzu; and 
Joan Feldman, Esq. were present on behalf of Porter & Chester. 
1) Plan of Correction – Monthly update 

Porter & Chester provided additional information to supplement that which was presented at the 
April 15, 2020 meeting. 

2) Request for Virtual Clinical Simulation  
The Board reviewed information pertaining to a request for virtual simulation to accommodate 
approximately 65-70 students who were unable to graduate in April 2020, due to the inability to 
complete their required clinical hours brought about by the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Mary Dietmann left the meeting at 10:43 a.m. 
 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Elizaida Delgado, to recommend to the 
Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, the waiver of the requirements of section  
20-90-55 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies to allow the request for virtual 
simulation for students, who have completed the regulatory requirements of 750 hours, to 
complete Porter & Chester’s requirements for 798 hours of clinical experience for graduation. 
Following extensive discussion Gina Reiners voted in favor of the motion.  Elizaida Delgado, 
Mary Brown, Jason Blando, Lisa Freeman, Jennifer Long and Chair Bouffard were opposed. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  
Rene Cottrill, RN - Petition No. 2019-896  
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Rene Cottrill.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Melissa Eccles, LPN - Petition No. 2018-123 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Long, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision which 
imposes a probation of Ms. Eccles’s Licensed practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Ms. Eccles was present and addressed the Board regarding the decision. 
 
Dana Kendrick, RN – Reinstatement Request 
Jennifer Long made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to adopt the Memorandum of Decision which 
reinstates of Ms. Kendrick’s registered nurse license without conditions.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
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Tammy Piccirillo, LPN - Petition No. 2019-839 
Gina Reiner made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Tammy Piccirillo.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
Kimberly Lemire, RN - Petition No: 2019-1237 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Kimberley 
Lemire.  Ms. Lemire was not present and was not represented. 
Jennifer Long moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for June 
17, 2020. 

 
Kimberly Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-592 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Kimberley 
Smith.  Ms. Smith was not present and was not represented. 
Gina Reiners moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Jennifer Long and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for June 
17, 2020. 

 
Sara Smith, RN - Petition No: 2019-592 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Sara Smith.  
Attorney Cody Guarnieri was present on behalf of Ms. Smith and presented and objection to the Motion 
for Summary Suspension. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Lisa Freeman and passed with all in favor except Mary Brown and Lisa 
Freeman who were opposed.  A hearing will be scheduled for June 17, 2020. 

 
PREHEARING REVIEW 

Stephen Keller, RN - Petition No. 2017-1112 
Staff Attorney Diane Wilan presented a pre-hearing review packet in this matter.  
Mr. Keller was present with Attorney Timothy Grady. 
Following review, the Board recommended a reprimand, and coursework pertaining to mental health 
issues including autism spectrum disorder. 
 

Elizaida Delgado left the meeting at 12:00 noon 
 
CONSENT ORDERS  

Sashni Popp, RN - Petition No. 2018-530 
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sashni Poop, RN.  
Ms. Poop was not present and was not represented by counsel.  
Jennifer Long moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order which imposes a 
reprimand and probation for a period of one year.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Sara Scobie, RN - Petition No: 2018-1365  
Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney, Department of Public Health presented a Consent Order in the matter of 
Sara Scobie, RN.  Attorney Tamara Nyce was present on behalf of Ms. Scobie. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, to approve the Consent Order.  Mary Brown voted in 
favor of the motion to approve, Jason Blando, Lisa Freeman, Jennifer Long and Chair Bouffard were 
opposed.  The Board recommended the proposed Consent Order be edited to include a period of probation 
and a civil penalty.  
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HEARINGS 
Collen Gallagher, LPN - Petition No: 2020-76 
Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented.  Respondent orally requested a continuance. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to continue the hearing until August 19, 2020. 
The motion passed unanimously 
 
Karina Francis, RN - Petition No: 2020-157 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
The hearing concluded but the record will remain open until September for the submission of additional 
documentation. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 1:45 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 
 



The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board 
 
The Board of Examiners for Nursing held a meeting by video conference on June 17, 2020 originating from the 
Department of Public Health 410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Patricia C. Bouffard, RN, Chair 

Jason Blando, Public Member  
Mary M. Brown, RN 
Mary Dietmann, RN 
Lisa S. Freeman, Public Member  
Jennifer Long, APRN  
Geraldine Marrocco, RN 
Gina M. Reiners, RN  

 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Elizaida Delgado, LPN 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Stacy Schulman, Legal Counsel to the Board, DPH 

Dana Dalton, RN, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Helen Smith, RN, Nurse Consultant, DPH 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, DPH  
Jeffrey Kardys, Board Liaison, DPH  
Agnieszka Salek, Hearings Liaison, DPH  

  
The meeting commenced at 8:20 a.m.  
  
CHAIR UPDATES 

Nothing to Report  
  
OPEN FORUM  

Nothing to Report 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL STATE BOARDS OF NURSING 

Chair Bouffard provided an update of various NCSBN projects and activities. 
This year’s annual meeting will be held virtually on August 12, 2020.  Mary Dietmann and Gina Reiners 
indicated they would be willing to be delegates for Connecticut. 

 
 
SCOPE OF PRACTICE 

Helen Smith, Nurse Consultant, DPH provided a summary of nursing scope of practice inquires received 
by the Department of Public Health during April, 2020.   27 calls were received in April. 

 
SCHOOL ISSUES  

• Central Connecticut State University – Approval of Nursing Department Chairperson 
Catherine Thomas was present for this discussion. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Dr. Thomas as the Nursing 
Department Chairperson.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
• Norwalk Community College 

Dr. Ezechiel Dominique was present for this discussion. 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Lisa Freeman, to approve Dr. Dominique as the Director of 
Nursing and Allied Health.  The motion passed unanimously. 

. 
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• University of Connecticut – Stamford Campus 

Dr. Deborah A Chyun was present for this discussion of a plan of correction to address a NCLEX 
pass rate of less than 80%. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to approve the plan of correction for the 
University of Connecticut, Stamford Campus.   The motion passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Gina Reiners, to place University of Connecticut, 
Stamford Campus on  conditional approval until NCLEX score pass rates are reported in June 2021.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
• Stone Academy – West Haven, East Hartford 

Linda Dahlin was present for this discussion of a plan of correction to address a NCLEX pass rate of 
less than 80% at the West Haven and East Hartford campuses.   Mary Dietmann made a motion, 
seconded by Geraldine Marrocco, to approve Stone Academy’s plan of correction.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
Mary Dietmann made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to place the day programs at Stone 
Academy’s West Haven and East Hartford campuses on conditional approval until NCLEX score 
pass rates are reported in June 2021.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
• Stone Academy – Request for Alternative Experiences 

Linda Dahlin and Terry Kinsley presented a request for a waiver of Sec. 20-90-55 (c) that requires 
contact hours shall be in supervised direct client care experiences to allow for 25% of the hours for 
select clinical rotations to be completed using a virtual clinical alternative at select campuses. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve Stone Academy’s plan for virtual 
clinical experiences.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
• Porter & Chester Institute – Plan of Correction – Monthly update 

Nancy Brunette, Philip Krebes, Sherry Greifzu; and Joan Feldman, Esq. were present on behalf of 
Porter & Chester. 
1) Plan of Correction – Monthly update 

Porter & Chester provided a plan of correction regarding NCLEX pass rate of less than 80% at 
the Hamden, Stratford, and Rocky Hill campuses. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to approve the plan of correction.  The 
motion passed unanimously 
During the discussion for this motion, the issue of conditional approval based on a school’s 
location, with more than one nursing programs, when one of the programs falls below the 
required 80% pass rate was raised.  No action was taken regarding this issue at this time.  A 
subsequent regulatory review may be necessary. 

2) Request for Virtual Clinical Simulation  
The Board reviewed a request by Porter & Chester for virtual clinical simulation for 44 students 
who were not able to graduate in Aril 2020 due to the inability to complete the required clinical 
hours due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant the request for virtual 
simulation as outlined. 
During discussion Board members expressed concerns about granting this request when the 
school is on conditional approval due to clinical issues. 
The motion to grant the request for virtual simulation failed unanimously. 

3) Proposal for a revised practical nursing program 
The Board reviewed a proposal for a revised Practical Nursing program, which separates the lab 
component from the corresponding didactic course. 
This matter will be added to the July agenda for the presentation of additional information as 
required by regulation. 
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• Accreditation Update 

Helen Smith reported the that Capital Community College and St. Vincent's College have 
received ongoing accreditation by the Accreditation Commission of Education in Nursing (ACEN), 
and Sacred Heart University received ongoing accreditation by the Commission on Collegiate 
Nursing Education (CCNE). 

 
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION  

Amy Slepica, RN – Petition No. 2018-1418 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann to affirm the Board’s decision revoking the 
registered nurse license of Amy Slepica.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Joseph Iannicelli, LPN - Petition No. 2019-701 
Mary Brown made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to affirm the Board’s decision which imposes 
probation of Mr. Iannicelli’s licensed practical nurse license.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUEST 
Arline B. Annunziato, RN 
Dana Dalton, Supervising Nurse Consultant, DPH, presented a license reinstatement request for 
Arline Annunziato, RN.  
Following review, the Board concurred with the DPH recommendation that Ms. Weiss’ license be 
reinstated to probation for a period of four years with conditions including drug/alcohol screening, therapy 
and employer evaluations, and attendance at AA/NA meetings and completion of a refresher. 
 

MOTION FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION  
William Meister, RN Petition No: 2020-542 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for William 
Meister.  Mr. Meister was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Brown moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Dietmann and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 
15, 2020. 

 
Laura Kisatsky, RN Petition No: 2020-541 
Staff Attorney Joelle Newton presented the Board with a Motion for Summary Suspension for Laura 
Kisatsky.  Ms. Kisatsky was not present and was not represented. 
Mary Dietmann moved to grant the Department’s Motion for Summary Suspension in that respondent’s 
continued practice as a nurse is a clear and immediate danger to public health, safety and welfare.  The 
motion was seconded by Mary Brown and passed unanimously.  A hearing will be scheduled for July 15, 
2020. 
 
HEARINGS 
Kimberly Lemire, RN - Petition No. 2019-1237 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
 

Jennifer Long left the meeting at 12:05 p.m. 
 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Ms. Lemire be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Lemire’s license be revoked.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Geraldine Marrocco left the meeting at 2:00 p.m. 
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Sara Smith, RN - Petition No. 2020-373 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
with Attorney Cody Guarnieri. 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary Brown moved, and Gina 
Reiners seconded, that Ms. Smith be found as charged.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary 
Dietmann who abstained. 
Mary Brown moved, and Gina Reiners seconded, that Ms. Smith’s license be placed on probation for four 
years with conditions.  The motion passed with all in favor except Mary Dietmann who abstained. 
 
Kimberly Smith, RN - Petition No. 2019-1237 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was not 
present and was not represented. 
Lisa Freeman made a motion, seconded by Mary Brown, to grant the Department’s oral request to 
amend the Statement of Charges.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners made a motion, seconded by Mary Dietmann, to grant the Department’s motion to deem 
the allegations admitted due to an answer not being filed.  The motion passed unanimously 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Mary Brown moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Ms. Smith be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Brown moved and Mary Dietmann seconded that Ms. Smith’s license be revoked.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Nicole Holiday, RN, APRN - Petition No. 2019-445 
Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney was present for the Department of Public Health.  Respondent was present 
but was not represented. 
Following the close of the record the Board conducted fact-finding.  Gina Reiners moved, and Mary 
Dietmann seconded that Ms. Holiday be found as charged.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Brown seconded that Ms. Holiday’s licenses be placed on probation for 
four years with usual conditions and the addition of practice monitoring when respondent’s Controlled 
Substance Registration and DEA registration are reinstated.  This motion failed unanimously. 
Gina Reiners moved, and Mary Dietmann seconded, that in addition to the four-year probation, there be 
a two-year probationary period after respondent’s Controlled Substance Registration and DEA 
registration are reinstated during which there will also be monitoring of respondents’ prescriptions and a 
review of patient charts. This additional two years may be concurrent with the four-year probation. This 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
It was the unanimous decision of the Board Members present to adjourn this meeting at 3:40 p.m. 

 
 
Patricia C. Bouffard, D.N.Sc., Chair  
Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 
 
 
 





Fairfield University Egan School of Nursing and Health Studies: 

1. Fairfield University is requesting a six-month temporary waiver for Lindsay Collins, BSN,

RN to teach clinical for Nursing 3314 Maternity Nursing. This waiver request will not

exceed the 10% outlined in the Regulations. Ms. Collins earned a Bachelor of Science in

Nursing from Fairfield University in May of 2008 and is matriculated in the Doctor of

Nursing Midwifery program at Fairfield University with an expected graduation date of

May 2021. Her clinical experiences include staff nurse on pediatric, pediatric intensive

care, labor and delivery and post-partum units at various hospitals and a community

facility. Lindsay's teaching experiences include nursing instructor for Lincoln Technical

Institute (class and clinical) and graduate assistant at Fairfield University for simulation

experiences. In the Fall of 2020 Lindsay will teach a clinical group of six junior level

nursing students at Danbury Hospital. Ms. Collins will complete a faculty orientation,

will be mentored by Dr. Karen Burrows and an orientation at Danbury Hospital.

2. Proposal for Master's Entry to Practice Nursing (MEPN) pre-If censure program for initial

approval.

a. The feasibility study including the applicant pool, graduate employer

opportunities, educational and clinical facilities to be utilized, potential

overlapping with other programs in the use of clinical facilities and the impact on

both the proposed and existing programs.

b. A timeline for employment of administration and nursing faculty.

c. The educational program including the philosophy, educational outcomes,

curricula, course outlines with plans for student evaluations, resource needs,

timelines and a systemic self-evaluation.
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CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 
 
 

Stephen Keller, R.N.       Petition No.:  2017-1112 
  
 
1. Steven Keller of Killingworth, Connecticut (hereinafter “respondent”) was issued license number 

124643 on February 10, 2015 to practice as a registered nurse. 
 
2. Respondent graduated from Three Rivers Community College in 2014.   
   
3. At all relevant times, respondent was employed as a Forensic Nurse at Whiting Forensic Hospital, 

located on the campus of Connecticut Valley Hospital in Middletown, Connecticut. 
 
4.       The Department alleges that on or  about March 16, 2017, respondent failed to meet the standard 

of care in one or more of the following ways: 
 

a. he failed to intervene and/or report to his nursing supervisor when he observed staff members     
  physically abusing Patient #1 and/or failing to follow the plan of care for Patient #1; 

 
b. he failed to follow the plan of care for Patient #1 which required that he and another male  

  staff member maintain constant observation of Patient #1. 
 
5. Respondent has no history of disciplinary actions. 
 
6.       The proposed Consent Order requires 1) a reprimand; and 2) probation with coursework in 

nursing awareness of patients with mental health issues including autism spectrum disorder and 
personality disorder, and coursework containing a review of mandatory reporter laws, including 
reportable incidents and definition of abuse of patients with mental illness.  The probationary 
period shall terminate upon proof of successful completion of all coursework. Respondent and the 
Department respectfully request that the Board of Examiners for Nursing approve and accept this 
Consent Order. 

 
 

































































STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

 
William D. Meister        Via Email (william.meister@live.com) 
12 South Avenue  
North Haven, CT  06473-2714 
 
RE: William D. Meister, RN - Petition No. 2020-542 

 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

 
By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board 
of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on July 15, 2020.  The hearing 
will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing.  The link to connect to the 
hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.   
The scheduling of your case is subject to change.  You are urged to call 860-509-7566 the day before the hearing to 
verify this schedule.   
 
These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes.  The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of 
Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code). 
 
At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents.  It will be 
your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call. 
 
Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer: 

 
You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 days from 

the date of this Notice of Hearing.  Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to 
be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations.    
 
Representation by an Attorney: 
 

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf.  Although 
you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.   
 
Documents: 
 

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 
All documents that you wish to present at the hearing must be paginated and must have certain information redacted.  
That means, that certain information, must be blacked out as follows: 

a. First, make a photocopy of the original document.  DO NOT MARK THE ORIGINAL IN ANY 
WAY. 

b. Secondly, if any of the following information appears on any page of the document, on the photocopy, 
black out the following information using a black marker: 
(1) Date of birth 
(2) Mother’s maiden name 
(3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number 
(4) Social Security Number 
(5) Other government-issued identification number 
(6) Health insurance identification number 
(7) Financial account number 
(8) Security code or personal identification number (PIN) 

c. Next, paginate each document in the lower right hand corner of each page of the redacted photocopy.  



RE: William D. Meister, RN - Petition No. 2020-542      Page 2 
 

Order Re:  Filings 

 
In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 1, 2020, (1) notify this office if you plan on calling any  
witnesses;  (2) any documents you will be submitting as evidence must be scanned and emailed to the undersigned at 
jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov.  
All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion.  The Department or Respondent shall provide a 
copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the Board.   
 
Failure to Appear: 

 

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may proceed 
in the same manner as though you were present in person.  The Board may hold a fact-finding meeting immediately 

following the close of the record. 
 
Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.   
 
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this  19th  day of    June  , 2020. 
 
For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 

 /s/  Jeffrey A. Kardys    
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist 
 
 
c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations 
 Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance 
 
 
 
 
 

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly, 

 please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566. 

 
 

 









STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

 
Laura J Kisatsky        Via Email (laurakissky@yahoo.com ) 
31 Pines Street  
PO Box 12  
Cornwall, CT 06753-0012 
 
RE: Laura Kisatsky, RN - Petition No. 2020-541 

 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

 
By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board 
of Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM on July 15, 2020.  The hearing 
will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing.  The link to connect to the 
hearing will be provided by email 3-5 days prior to the hearing.   
The scheduling of your case is subject to change.  You are urged to call 860-509-7566 the day before the hearing to 
verify this schedule.   
 
These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections 19a-9, 19a-10 and 20-99(b) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes.  The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of 
Connecticut and Section 19a-9-1, et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code). 
 
At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents.  It will be 
your responsibility to provide the hearing connection link to any witnesses you may call. 
 
Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer: 
 
You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 days from 
the date of this Notice of Hearing.  Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to 

be true as stated, and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations.    
 
Representation by an Attorney: 

 

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf.  Although 
you may represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney.   
 
Documents: 

 

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 
All documents that you wish to present at the hearing must be paginated and must have certain information redacted.  
That means, that certain information, must be blacked out as follows: 

a. First, make a photocopy of the original document.  DO NOT MARK THE ORIGINAL IN ANY 
WAY. 

b. Secondly, if any of the following information appears on any page of the document, on the photocopy, 
black out the following information using a black marker: 
(1) Date of birth 
(2) Mother’s maiden name 
(3) Motor vehicle operator’s license number 
(4) Social Security Number 
(5) Other government-issued identification number 
(6) Health insurance identification number 
(7) Financial account number 
(8) Security code or personal identification number (PIN) 

c. Next, paginate each document in the lower right hand corner of each page of the redacted photocopy.  

mailto:laurakissky@yahoo.com


RE: Laura Kisatsky, RN - Petition No. 2020-541       Page 2 
 

Order Re:  Filings 

 
In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 1, 2020, (1) notify this office if you plan on calling any  
witnesses;  (2) any documents you will be submitting as evidence must be scanned and emailed to the undersigned at 
jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov.  
All communications to the Board shall be submitted in this fashion.  The Department or Respondent shall provide a 
copy of each document filed to Respondent or Department as the case may be and certify such to the Board.   
 
Failure to Appear: 

 

If you fail to appear at the hearing, upon proof that due notice was served upon you to appear, the Board may proceed 
in the same manner as though you were present in person.  The Board may hold a fact-finding meeting immediately 

following the close of the record. 
 
Please call 860-509-7566 as soon as possible if you have any questions about the hearing schedule.   
 
Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this  19th  day of    June  , 2020. 
 
For the Connecticut Board of Examiners for Nursing  
 

 /s/  Jeffrey A. Kardys    
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist 
 
 
c: Christian Andresen, Section Chief, Practitioner Licensing and Investigations 
 Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney, Office of Legal Compliance 
 
 
 
 
 

The Department of Public Health is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

If you require aid/accommodation to participate fully and fairly, 

 please contact the Public Health Hearing Office at 860-509-7566. 

 
 

























Phone: (860) 509-7566 • Fax: (860) 707-1904  
Telecommunications Relay Service 7-1-1 

410 Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 340308 
Hartford, Connecticut  06134-0308 

www.ct.gov/dph 
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

VIA EMAIL ONLY (deniseonerato@yahoo.com) 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 

June 15, 2020

Denise Ambrose  
111 North Main Street 
Southington, CT 06489 

Brittany Allen, Staff Attorney 
Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12LEG 
PO Box 340308 
Hartford, CT  06134-0308 

RE: Denise Ambrose, LPN - Petition No. 2019-751 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

The hearing in the above referenced matter, is rescheduled to July 15, 2020. 

The hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. 

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 1, 2020, (1) notify this office if you plan on calling 
any witnesses;  (2) any documents you will be submitting as evidence must be scanned and emailed to the 
undersigned at jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov.  

FOR: BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

____/s/__Jeffrey A. Kardys____________________________________
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist/Board Liaison 
Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #13PHO 
PO Box 340308 
Hartford, CT  06134-0308 
Tel.  (860) 509-7566  FAX (860) 707-1904 













Phone: (860) 509-7566 • Fax: (860) 707-1904  
Telecommunications Relay Service 7-1-1 

410 Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 340308 
Hartford, Connecticut  06134-0308 

www.ct.gov/dph 
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

June 15, 2020 

Nicholas Lewonczyck VIA EMAIL ONLY (lewonczyks@aol.com)
33 Raymond Street 
Stratford, CT 06617 

Diane Wilan, Staff Attorney  VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12LEG 
PO Box 340308 
Hartford, CT  06134-0308 

RE: Nicholas Lewonczyck, LPN - Petition No. 2017-50 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

The hearing in the above referenced matter, is rescheduled to July 15, 2020. 

The hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. 

In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 1, 2020, (1) notify this office if you plan on calling 
any witnesses;  (2) any documents you will be submitting as evidence must be scanned and emailed to the 
undersigned at jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov.  

FOR: BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

____/s/__Jeffrey A. Kardys____________________________________
Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist/Board Liaison 
Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #13PHO 
PO Box 340308 
Hartford, CT  06134-0308 
Tel.  (860) 509-7566  FAX (860) 707-1904 





ST A TE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 

Heather Spaulding 
29 Adair Street 
Norwich, CT 06360 

Service by State Marshal 

and First Class Mail 

and Via Email (spauldinghs.509(ti)gmail.com) 

RE: Heather Spaulding, RN - Petition No. 2019-1224 

NOTICE OF HEARJNG 

By authority of the General Statutes of Connecticut, Section 4-177, you are hereby notified to appear before the Board of 
Examiners for Nursing for a hearing on the attached Charges against you at 9:00 AM at the Department of Public Health 
Complex, Conference Room A/B, 410-470 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut on May 20, 2020. The scheduling of your 
case is subject to change. You are urged to call 860-509-7566 the day before the hearing to verify this schedule. 

These Charges are being brought against you under the provisions of the Sections l 9a-9, I 9a-l O and 20-99(b) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes. The hearing will be conducted in accordance with Chapter 54 of the General Statutes of 
Connecticut and Section I 9a-9-l ,  et seq., of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (Public Health Code). 

At the hearing you will have the opportunity to present your evidence, including witnesses and documents. It is your 
responsibility to bring the witnesses and documents you wish to present at the hearing. 

Filing an Answer; Failure to File Answer: 

You are required to file an answer to the attached Charges with the Department of Public Health within 14 davs fi-om the date of 
this Notice of Hearing. Please note: failure to file an Answer could result in the allegations being found to be true as stated, 
and the possibility that you will not be permitted to submit any evidence concerning the allegations. 

Representation by an Attorney: 

At the aforementioned hearing you may be represented by an attorney and present evidence on your behalf. Although you may 
represent yourself (pro se), you are urged to obtain the services of an attorney. 

Documents: 

If you intend to introduce documents into evidence, YOU MUST COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: 

All documents that you wish to present at the hearing must be paginated and must have certain information redacted. That 
means, that certain information, must be blacked out as follows: 

a. First, make a photocopy of the original document. DO NOT MARK THE ORIGINAL IN ANY WAY.
b. Secondly, if any of the following information appears on any page of the document, on the photocopy, black

out the following information using a black marker:
(1) Date of birth
(2) Mother's maiden name
(3) Motor vehicle operator's license m1mber
(4) Social Security Number
(5) Other government-issued identification number
(6) Health insurance identification number
(7) Financial account number
(8) Security code or personal identification number (PIN)









From: Newton, Joelle
To: Kardys, Jeffrey
Cc: internet
Subject: HEARING - Board of Examiners for Nursing
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 8:10:29 AM

I am forwarding your request to Mr. Kardys who works in the public health hearing
office. 

Thank you for your attention.

Joelle C. Newton, Staff Attorney
State of Connecticut Department of Public Health
410 Capitol Avenue, MS 12 LEG
Hartford, CT  06143

Email:  joelle.newton@ct.gov
Telephone:  860-509-7600
Fax: 860-509-7650

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY This e-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act 18 U.S.C. Sec 2510-2521 and is confidential. This confidential
transmission may include attorney-client privilege, attorney work product, privileged medical,
psychiatric, and/or drug treatment information intended only for the recipient(s) names above. If
you are not the intended recipient, reading, disclosure, discussion, dissemination, distribution or
copying of this information by anyone other than the intended recipient or their legal agent(s) is
strictly prohibited.

From: Heather <hespld05@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 10:20 PM
To: Newton, Joelle
Subject: Re: [secure] HEARING - Board of Examiners for Nursing

Good evening, 
In light of my situation is there anyway possible that I could have a continuance? I am 
not ready with my documentation. Please let me know.
Sincerely,
Heather Spaulding

mailto:Joelle.Newton@ct.gov
mailto:Jeffrey.Kardys@ct.gov
mailto:hespld05@gmail.com
mailto:joelle.newton@ct.gov
tel:860-509-7600
tel:860-509-7650
tel:2510-2521
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Phone: (860) 509-7566 • Fax: (860) 707-1904  
Telecommunications Relay Service 7-1-1 

410 Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 340308 
Hartford, Connecticut  06134-0308 

www.ct.gov/dph 
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
 

June 15, 2020 
 
Heather Spaulding     VIA EMAIL ONLY (hespld05@gmail.com) 
29 Adair Street      
Norwich, CT 06360 
 
Joelle Newton, Staff Attorney   VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Department of Public Health 
410 Capitol Avenue, MS #12LEG 
PO Box 340308 
Hartford, CT  06134-0308 
 
RE: Heather Spaulding, RN - Petition No. 2019-1224 
 

REVISED NOTICE OF HEARING 
 
The hearing in the above referenced matter, is scheduled for July 15, 2020. 
 
The hearing will be held by video conference during the meeting of the Board of Examiners for Nursing. 
 
In preparation for this hearing you must, no later than July 1, 2020, (1) notify this office if you plan on calling 
any witnesses;  (2) any documents you will be submitting as evidence must be scanned and emailed to the 
undersigned at jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov.  
 
FOR: BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR NURSING 
 

___/s/__Jeffrey A. Kardys____________________________________ 
 Jeffrey A. Kardys, Administrative Hearings Specialist/Board Liaison 
 Department of Public Health 
 410 Capitol Avenue, MS #13PHO 
 PO Box 340308 
 Hartford, CT  06134-0308 
 Tel.  (860) 509-7566  FAX (860) 707-1904 
 

 

mailto:jeffrey.kardys@ct.gov


From: Heather
To: Kardys, Jeffrey
Subject: RN Licensure
Date: Friday, April 24, 2020 4:31:46 PM

Dear Mr. Kardys,
Here is my answer to my licensure reference # 07200
1)admit
2)admit
3)admit
4)deny
5)admit

Also, please take note that my email address has changed to: hespld05@gmail.com
Thank you in advavance for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,
Heather Spaulding

mailto:hespld05@gmail.com
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