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Lt. Governor

June 1, 2021
Subject: Pediatricians’ Role in the COVID Vaccine Roll-out
Dear Connecticut Vaccine Program (CVP) Participants,

As you may be aware, it is likely that a COVID-19 vaccine will be recommended by the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) for children younger than 12 years of age, possibly as early as the fall. If you
have not yet enrolled in the COVID-19 Vaccine Program (CoVP) to vaccinate your patients, we encourage you
to do so now so that you can be ready to administer vaccine once a broader set of children are eligible.

You are the most trusted resource of health information for your patients and their parents or caregivers. Your
strong recommendation to get a COVID-19 vaccine is one of the most important factors in their decision to
accept vaccination. Additionally, parents and adolescents have cited that they are most comfortable receiving
COVID-19 vaccine from their regular healthcare provider (CDC/lowa survey of parents and adolescents
presented at ACIP).

In addition, per the recommendations of the ACIP and AAP, COVID-19 vaccines and other vaccines may now
be administered without regard to timing, including simultaneous administration of COVID-19 vaccines and
other vaccines on the same day, as well as coadministration within 14 days. This means that children who have
fallen behind on recommended vaccines can be caught up in fewer visits. All of us want our kids back in school
safely, and that includes catch up on vaccines missed over the last year.

Now is the time for proactive patient outreach. Send messages and reminders through your patient
communication channels to get those children in who are age-eligible for COVID-19 vaccines and those
younger patients who are overdue for others. You can pave the way for parents to feel empowered and ready to
vaccinate their younger children when the ACIP makes that recommendation.

We also wanted to share a special open access issue of Academic Pediatrics . The collection of commentaries
and review articles from noted experts highlights effective strategies immunization providers and programs can
use to help improve vaccination coverage among children and adolescents including interventions that directly
change behavior such as reminder/recall, effective interventions at the practice level a framework to move
implementation of strategies from research to practice, and cost analysis of interventions.

We encourage all pediatricians in the State of Connecticut to play an active role in enabling access for their
patients to COVID-19 vaccines.
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-05-12/04-COVID-Oliver-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/slides-2021-05-12/04-COVID-Oliver-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html#Coadministration
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2021/05/11/peds.2021-052336
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fjournal%2Facademic-pediatrics%2Fvol%2F21%2Fissue%2F4%2Fsuppl%2FS&data=04%7C01%7CLaurie.Anderson%40ct.gov%7C4b28d4d8377c4601393408d90e3ec16b%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637556484962724200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uic3Da32DOeV8A5HSBI%2B430S7KEJkwRjtjTSS2MbvyQ%3D&reserved=0

Logistics and Planning

Information on billing a COVID-19 vaccine administration fee is available in the CMAP COVID-19 Response -
Bulletin 48: COVID-19 Vaccine Administration - Medical Practitioners and in the Responses to Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) About CMAP’s Response to COVID-19 (Coronavirus).

Moderna vaccine

e Moderna is currently indicated for adults only — individuals 18 years of age and older.

e Moderna announced on May 25" that the Phase 2/3 study of its COVID-19 vaccine (MRNA-1273) in
adolescents aged 12 through 17 has met its primary immunogenicity endpoint, successfully bridging
immune responses to the adult vaccination.

e Moderna plans to submit data to the Food and Drug Administration for amendment of the Emergency Use
Authorization in early June.

e Moderna is available for order in 100 dose increments and should be stored in the freezer between -50°C
and -15°C (-58°F and 5°F) until the expiration date.

Pfizer vaccine
o Pfizeris currently indicated for adolescents and adults — individuals 12 years of age and older.

o Pfizer vaccine is currently direct-shipped from the manufacturer and is available in a minimum tray/order
size of 450 doses, although the majority (65%) of vaccine is coming into the state in the 1,170 dose trays/
order size.

o Pfizer vaccine can now be stored for up to 30 days at standard refrigerator temperatures.

o We are looking to bring on as many providers as possible to vaccinate patients age 12 and older as soon
as is feasible for those that can manage to use Pfizer vaccine before doses expire, or potentially partner
with another CoVP enrolled provider to use a “hub and spoke” model under a redistribution agreement.

If you would like to enroll to become a COVID-19 vaccine provider, please start by reviewing the invitation |etter
sent out on April 22 which explains the steps. If you have questions, please reach out by email
Dph.immunizations@ct.gov or call the main Immunization Program line at (860) 509-7929.

Currently the Immunization Program hosts weekly COVID-19 Program (CoVP) Update Calls for providers
Wednesdays at 9am. You do not need to be enrolled to join. Click here to join the meeting (click the link to
join the live session) or call in (audio only) +1 860-840-2075, 728392236# Phone Conference ID: 728 392
236#. We also send out communications at least weekly to CoVP Providers. You can sign yourself up to receive
these here. You can also review past communications here.

Thank you for everything you are doing to ensure access to vaccines for children across the Connecticut. We
look forward to working with you on this next phase of the COVID-19 vaccine response.

Sincerely,

Deidre S. Gifford, MD, MPH
Acting Commissioner


https://www.ctdssmap.com/CTPortal/Information/Get%20Download%20File/tabid/44/Default.aspx?Filename=pb21_05.pdf&URI=Bulletins/pb21_05.pdf
https://www.ctdssmap.com/CTPortal/Information/Get%20Download%20File/tabid/44/Default.aspx?Filename=pb21_05.pdf&URI=Bulletins/pb21_05.pdf
https://www.ctdssmap.com/CTPortal/Information/Get%20Download%20File/tabid/44/Default.aspx?Filename=COVID_19_IM.pdf&URI=Important_Message%2FCOVID_19_IM.pdf
https://www.ctdssmap.com/CTPortal/Information/Get%20Download%20File/tabid/44/Default.aspx?Filename=COVID_19_IM.pdf&URI=Important_Message%2FCOVID_19_IM.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/index.html
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-announces-teencove-study-its-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/storage-summary.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/index.html
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/infectious_diseases/immunization/COVID-Vaccine-Providers/Supplemental-COVID-19-Vaccine-Redistribution-Agreement_FINAL.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/infectious_diseases/immunization/CVP-2020/templateforCVPclinicstojoinCoVP.pdf
mailto:Dph.immunizations@ct.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepartmentofpublichealth.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-auidily-iilklikuti-h%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDeepa.Mavani%40ct.gov%7C69fb47aeb7834e0eaf3e08d8ed70a63a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637520415395914421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=stTUfb1tTyJ6y1lpMXQNoJP2QiKryUTxCNZ4z631I6k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdepartmentofpublichealth.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-auidily-iilklikuti-k%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDeepa.Mavani%40ct.gov%7C69fb47aeb7834e0eaf3e08d8ed70a63a%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637520415395924378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OWkaWFQJdx0mWrMfkHFPTBKUPnVQs2mtjugUpluMFfg%3D&reserved=0
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/j/CD91E6AD2FA44F1D
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/CoVP-Communications

