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COVID-19 Vaccines for 6mo-4 years Update

AR ¥ 5 W 7 Moderna has completed an emergency use

‘ - |authorization (EUA) submission and
Pfizer-N-Biotech is expected to complete its
EUA submission to Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) shortly for children ages 6
! months through 4 years. FDA’s advisory group

| is tentatively scheduled to discuss both
Moderna and Pfizer’s EUA requests at its June

%€My MOM SAID GETTING
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In this Issue:

COVID-19 Vaccines for 6mo-4 years

B 15th meeting. If the FDA grants an EUA, the

gl Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
will meet within a few days to issue a
recommendation.

COVID-19 vaccination is recommended for
everyone 5 years and older. Learn more about
protecting your child at cdc.gov

The CDC has published a new COVID-19 Vaccination for Children webpage that
includes clinical, operational, and educational resources to aid clinicians. Providers
are encouraged to the review the Pediatric COVID-19 Operational Planning Guide,
which details key facts and assumptions regarding this youngest vaccine rollout.

What can CVP providers do now? Providers should take the time to begin their
own plans to recommend and/or administer COVID-19 vaccines to their patients.
Multiple studies have indicated that parents and guardians of children in this age
group prefer to be vaccinated at their provider office. That is why we are asking
that all providers who see young pediatric patients carry COVID-19 vaccine in their
offices, continue to make a strong provider recommendation, and have
conversations with parents and patients to increase vaccine confidence.

Providers should begin messaging parents/guardians of children 6 months — 4

years right now! This messaging should include:

e Astrong provider recommendation; resources can be found here.

e Whether your office is planning to administer COVID-19 vaccine for this new
age group

o If you aren’t planning on administering COVID-19 vaccine, information on
where your patients can go to receive vaccine. The DPH van clinics will be
providing pediatric vaccines and the schedule can be found here. Please note,
even if you do not plan on providing COVID-19 vaccine in your office, this does
not preclude you from making a strong recommendation!

CVP providers not enrolled in the COVID-19 vaccine program should consider
enrolling and/or completing their enrollment in preparation of the young
pediatric rollout. There are several important steps that are required should your
clinic wish to administer COVID-19 vaccines to your patients. The steps are laid out
on our COVID-19 vaccine providers web site numbered steps one through six.
Please review the page and follow the steps. We encourage all interested CVP
participating practices to enroll.
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Follow us on
Social Media!

y Twitter:
@CTDPH

Contact Us: 860-509-7929

Facebook:
@CTPublicHealth

or click here

For a current list of IAP
Contacts, Map and Social
Media visit
Immunization Action Plan (IAP)

Our Immunization Program is
updating the design of our
webpages with a new look

and feel (more user friendly),

coming soon!

If you bookmarked links, they
will be redirected.



https://www.facebook.com/CTPublicHealth
https://twitter.com/ctdph
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/CONNECTICUT-IMMUNIZATION--PROGRAM
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/Immunization-Action-Plan-IAP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmultikraft.com.au%2F174848%2F&psig=AOvVaw20mJ6H5Yuu_MxeHKwr063Q&ust=1605719196163000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiCmKmIiu0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dansdeals.com%2Fmore%2Fsite-announcements%2Ftwitter-kills-off-sms-notifications-posting-countries-deletes-sms-followers-without-providing-warning%2F&psig=AOvVaw3JntSvq1Q6sTzdFXNJVEAe&ust=1605719250853
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Files-for-Authorization-of-Its-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-Young-Children-Six-Months-to-Under-Six-Years-of-Age/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Files-for-Authorization-of-Its-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-Young-Children-Six-Months-to-Under-Six-Years-of-Age/default.aspx
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-demonstrates-strong-immune
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-demonstrates-strong-immune
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-demonstrates-strong-immune
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-announces-tentative-advisory-committee-meeting-schedule-regarding
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-announces-tentative-advisory-committee-meeting-schedule-regarding
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/children.html
https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/covid-19-vaccine-for-children/covid-19-vaccine-what-pediatricians-can-do-now/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/planning/children/resources-promote.html
https://portal.ct.gov/vaccine-portal/DPH-van-clinics?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/COVID-19-Vaccine-Providers
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PROVIDER SPOTLICGHT

Each day, Connecticut providers and practices are going above and beyond to protect the health of their
patients, improve equitable access to care, and promote and ensure an immunized population. Their hard
work and dedication do not go unnoticed by our team, which is why we will be highlighting providers and

N practices in our new Provider/Practice Spotlight, coming August 2022. The Spotlight is meant to bring to light
7 the amazing work our providers are doing, including unique quality improvement initiatives, exemplary

Ne

A
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storage and handling practices, special staff training programs, and many more topics.
Nominations will be accepted on a rolling basis from Immunization Program staff and Immunization Action
Plan (IAP) partners. Providers and practices selected for the Spotlight will be interviewed and will have an

A article highlighting their outstanding work in future copies of this newsletter. Make sure to check out our first

;7 Spotlight in the August 2022 update!

7 For more information about this initiative, please contact Natalie Anderson at natalie.anderson@ct.gov.
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Help Kids’ Get Caught Up
on Recommended

,'na;‘

Vaccines

- COVID-19 disrupted in-

3 person learning and

' routine well-child visits for
many children over the last two years. As a result, too many chil-
dren have fallen behind on receiving recommended vaccines.
CDC’s public sector vaccine ordering data show a 14% drop in
2020-2021 compared to 2019, and measles vaccine is down by
more than 20%.

ON ROUTINE VACCINES

Kids need to get caught up now so that they are protected as
they go to in-person learning and summer camps.

e Providers can identify children who have missed doses and
contact their families to schedule appointments.
e Click here for CT WiZ Training to run Reminder/Recall
reports (updated slides)

e Providers can let families know what precautions are in place
for safe delivery of in-person services.
e Click here for a Toolkit for Providers

CT WiZ Recognized at
AIRA Conference!

In April, Connecticut’s
Immunization Information System (lIS), CT
Wiz, was nationally recognized at the
American Immunization Registry Association
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(AIRA) National Meeting.

Connecticut received three awards for our
work to ensure interoperability, access and
clinical decision support for the IIS
community and for our efforts to ensure
data quality in CT WiZ.

DPH wants to thank all our providers
for your continued efforts to help us
be recognized as a “Dream Team” in
the 1S community.



https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/downloads/safe-return-school.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/downloads/safe-return-school.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/clinical-resources/downloads/safe-return-school.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/CT-WiZ-Patient-Management
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/childhood-vaccination-toolkit.html
https://www.immregistries.org/
https://www.immregistries.org/
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o EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT Il
5 Mick Bolduc, Vaccine Coordinator Q PAS
A Mick began at DPH in 1990 after working for three years in local A
j” television. He has been with the Immunization Program for all 31 i”i
% v years at DPH and has been the vaccine coordinator since 1993. %
Lo R R .« He has helped oversee the expansion of the universal vaccine program which in PAq
1 i kﬂ recent years has added influenza, rotavirus, meningococcal, and hepatitis A vaccines 7
" S 8. "' for all children statewide and also serves as the VAERS (Vaccine Adverse Event i
” e, Reporting System) coordinator for the program. Mick lives in South Windsor with his ;
N - B S8 Wife Im and now that the pandemic related travel restrictions have been lifted is Ye
X ¥ = W= " looking forward to returning to visit his wife's home country of Thailand later this Yo

, PO Y family (he is the youngest of six) and friends. |
e Mick’s favorite part of the job is working with the state's providers and school nurses -

7 to ensure that they have the necessary resources to keep children on schedule and maintain Connecticut's w
A’ high immunization coverage rates. w
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Connecticut Department of Public Health Releases School Vaccination Data

for the 2020-21 School Year

The Connecticut Department of Public Health has posted a review of school immunization survey data

for the 2020-2021 school year. The data highlight uptake of school required vaccines for children in

pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and seventh grade as reported by schools, as well as the percentage of students in

grades pre-kindergarten through 12 with religious or medical vaccination exemptions.

Noteworthy items from the 2020-2021 school immunization survey include:

e The percentage of Connecticut kindergarten students out of compliance for the MMR vaccine was 2.1 percent,
up from an eight-year average of 1.2 percent, and an increase of 0.8 percent from the previous year
(2019-2020).

e It's also important to note that due to COVID-19, DPH officials heard firsthand from physicians and school nurses
that there were challenges in scheduling in-person medical appointments as well as reluctance on some
parents’ part with making in-person appointments for their child’s vaccines. The State Department of
Education issued guidance to schools encouraging flexibility in obtaining vaccination records due to reported
difficulties in scheduling appointments.

e The percentage of kindergarten students with a religious exemption remained the same compared to the
previous year at 2.3 percent. The national average during 2020-21 for non-medical exemptions is 2.2 percent.

e Compared to the previous year, the percentage of kindergarten students who received required vaccines
decreased slightly for each vaccine by an average of 0.7 percent.

See the full press release here.
See CDC’'s MMWR on Vaccination Coverage and Exemption Rates Among Children in Kindergarten here.

If you would like to unsubscribe from these communications, please send an email to Dph.immunizations@ct.gov
with the subject line “Unsubscribe from CVP Program communications”.



mailto:Dph.immunizations@ct.gov
https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/n5kk-6ext
https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/n5kk-6ext
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Digest/2019-20/Health-Assessments-for-the-2020-2021-School-Year.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Press-Room/Press-Releases---2022/School-Immunization-Data?fbclid=IwAR0iwU2UfTJFx8bN6ehwtnenKfvbfEodeNUlhXjR-vFb9YupdZ7Px7UBUgA
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7116a1-H.pdf

