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Learning Objectives

• Current & Future State   

• IIS Vision

• Modules

• Benefits

• Trainings

• Staying Updated
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Current State
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Vaccines for Children (VFC)
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Connecticut Vaccine Program (CVP)

• Requires health care providers who give 
pediatric vaccines to get the vaccines through 
the CVP in most cases. 

• By buying more vaccines from the federal 
contract, we can get more vaccine to 
Connecticut children at a lower cost.
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Vaccine Tracking System (VTrckS)

• VTrckS allows providers to input their vaccine orders 
online thereby improving efficiency and accountability 
of publicly-funded vaccines. 

• ExIS (External Information System) interface 
processes vaccine requests by uploading data from 
their Immunization Information System (IIS) to 
VTrckS. 

• Nationally, most states submit orders via their IIS, and 
CT will train providers to order via the new IIS.
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Connecticut Immunization Registry 
and Tracking System (CIRTS)

In 1994, the legislature authorized the Department of Public 

Health to establish CIRTS to ensure children are up-to-date 

with their immunizations and that their records are available 

when needed. 

• Statewide since 1998 (>851,000 patient records)

• Enrollment through interface with Vital Records and EHRs

• Opting-out requires a parent’s signature (<1% opt out)

• Mandated reporting for providers who vaccinate children
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AFIX

Assessment, Feedback, Incentive and eXchange

(AFIX) is a quality improvement program 

aiming to increase vaccination rates by   

reducing missed opportunities to vaccinate and 

improving immunization delivery practices at 

the provider level. 
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Future State



Connecticut’s New IIS

“CT WiZ”

The term “IIS” is used to represent the:

information system, program, people,

and processes associated with the systems.

10



One Integrated System!
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National IIS Vision

Real-time, consolidated immunization data and services

for all ages are available for authorized clinical, 

administrative, and public health users and consumers, 

anytime and anywhere.
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National IIS Strategic Plan

• Enhance performance of all IISs to meet the needs of 

providers, immunization programs, and the broad 

network of stakeholders. 

• Raise performance of IISs to improve and sustain 

immunization coverage rates. 

• Ensure all IISs contain the same robust functionalities 

and high data quality.
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Connecticut WebIZ (CT WiZ) 

• WebIZ is a leading IIS application in more than 

15 locations. Connecticut is now part of this 

consortium – sharing resources and expertise.

• WebIZ is designed to meet national standards for 

effective tracking and administration of 

immunizations in a public health setting.
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CT WiZ
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Going paperless with CT WiZ!
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What’s in it for me?

Functionality you Love in CIRTS & VTrckS

Plus More!
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What’s in it for me?  

Data Exchange:

• Order CVP vaccines; Track orders

• Manage vaccine inventory

• Facilitate routine doses administered reports for 

vaccine accountability with vaccine ordering

• Report immunizations quickly and easily:

o directly through the web-based CT WiZ or

o electronically through your EHR (HL7 messaging)

• Generate Consolidated Official Immunization Certificate
20
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What’s in it for me? 

Quality:

• Timely, complete, accurate data:      

o VFC eligibility, lot number, etc.

o IIS and provider’s record match

• Uses “Recommender” decision support 

to see which immunizations are due:

o patients receive only the vaccines they need

o missed opportunities are reduced

• Generates your clinic’s coverage rate assessments

• Reminder/Recall Reports
21

 





What’s in it for me? 
Real-time:

SOAP Web Service

HL7 2.5.1 (bi-directional query and response) 

• Eliminates double data entry

• Reduces potential for transcription errors

• Improves patient search, more demographic fields to search

• Easily finds immunizations for patients new to your clinic

• Immediate access to consolidated record and accurate 

forecast during patient visit
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Meaningful Use – Public Health Reporting

CT DPH website – Featured Links – Meaningful Use:

04/03/18 - Program Year 2018 Meaningful Use Public Health Measure Update

For more info visit https://aims.uconn.edu/ehr-incentive-program/

http://www.portal.ct.gov/DPH/Planning/Health-Information-Technology-and-Exchange/Meaningful-Use


IIS Benefits (Nationwide)

• Contact the state IIS from where your patient transferred  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/contacts-

locate-records.html

• CT DPH Immunization Program has read-only access to the 

Puerto Rico Immunization Registry (PRIR).  

o Contact Michele (860) 509-7929 if you need assistance with 

researching a newly arriving patient’s history in the PRIR. 
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Public Portal

A Public Portal, currently under development, will 

enable individuals, parents and guardians to access, 

save and or print, official immunization records. 

This secure portal will require the person to submit 

the authentication code before accessing the record.
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What’s the cost?

• There is no charge to use an IIS.

• Although incorporating use of the IIS into       

your office's daily procedures will take an      

initial investment of time and effort. 

• This will:

o reduce providers’ administrative costs,

o increase order accuracy through the ability to place 

and track orders online, and 

o ensure vaccine accountability.
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Trainings being developed

• Videos

• Webinars

• Slide Sets

• User Guides

• Tip Sheets
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Immunization Action Plan
(IAP) Can Help

• IAP Coordinators: located in areas at highest risk of 
low immunization rates and contracted primarily at 
Local Health Departments for a local presence in the 
community

• Goals: increase immunization rates by conducting 
outreach, and providing education and trainings   
about immunizations and utilizing the IIS

Click here for Contact Info of Immunization Action Plan (IAP) Coordinators 
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CT WiZ – a sneak peak…
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CT WiZ Login Screen
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Home Screen (cont.) 
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Change Password 
User Defaults
Clinic Vaccine Defaults 
User Vaccine Defaults
Application Help 

↑



Modules
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Patients, Immunization, Education, Outreach,
Inventory, Reports, VTrckS Interface, 
HL7 Management

←



Icons
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Reports
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Patient

CT Forms/Documents

Patient Management

Coverage Statistics

Data Quality

Vaccine Order Management

VFC Program Management

Inventory Management

Outreach

←



Official 
Immunization 
Record
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CT WiZ Timeline

• Migrate CIRTS + VTrckS CT WiZ

• Develop Training Materials

• Fall of 2018 

• Train External Users (phased approach)

• Onboard EHRs (HL7 messaging)
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How Can I Stay Updated?

• DPH Immunization Program Website

• CVP Blast Faxes/Emails

• CVP Newsletters

• “News Alerts” in Monthly Compliancy Report Cover Letters 

• Site Visits from Epidemiologists/IAP Coordinators

• Local Immunization Action Plan (IAP) Advisory Meetings
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THANK YOU!       

CT Department of Public Health

State Immunization Program

410 Capitol Avenue, MS #11 MUN

Hartford, CT 06134

(860) 509-7929

www.ct.gov/dph/immunizations
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