CHELATION THERAPY and CALLS FROM THE REGIONAL LEAD TREATMENT CENTER MDs
Instruction for DPH Duty Officers:
(1) If a call is received from an MD on a weekend pertaining to an lead poisoned child who is going through chelation therapy, then the caller should be provided with the emergency telephone number to the Director of Health for the town in which the child lives.

(2) Please also Suzanne Blancaflor, EHS Section Chief at (860) 685-1292 who will also contact the supervisor of the Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Program

a. collect the name and telephone number of the MD and their location, so that DPH staff can follow-up if necessary
The lead poisoned child will not be allowed to return to the home where they were poisoned, so immediate action needs to be taken by the MD in collaboration with the local health department to relocate the family. RTLC staff treating the child & the local health department (DOH & LHD staff) must communicate to ensure that the child is discharged to a lead safe home.  This should be a joint decision made between the RLTC staff and LHD. 

BACKGROUND:

There are 2 Regional Lead Treatment Centers (RLTCs) in CT:

· Hartford RLTC:   clinics at CT Children’s Medical Center (Tues) and St. Francis Pediatric Primary Care Center (Thurs) 
Routine Contact:   Susan Sarvay at (860) 714-5184
· New Haven RLTC:  clinics are offered at the Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital Pediatric Specialty Clinic (Tues) 

Routine Contact:  Sue Jordan at (203) 764-9106

Chelation therapy is administered when:

· When a child has a venous blood lead test results > 44ug/dl or 
· At the discretion of a pediatrician experienced in managing children with lead poisoning
· Typically at one of the two RLTCs, because of the specialized medicine used
A team approach to treatment:

· Children are generally admitted to a RLTC  (CCMC or YNH)
· remain hospitalized for 3-4 days
· medically monitored during therapy which continues orally after discharge for 10-14 days
· only discharged to a home deemed to be lead safe by a local director of health
A chelated child is extremely sensitive to any future exposures to lead as their bodies will absorb lead more quickly than a child who has never been chelated.
