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PIBLIC ACT BO. 85-535

AR ACT CONCERNING A CONNBCTICUT PLAN FOR PUBLIC
WATER SOPPLY COORDIWATION.

Be it emnacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in General Assembly convened:

Section 1. (NEW) The general assesbly fimds
that an adeguate supply of potable water for
domestic, commercial and industrial use is vital
to the health and well-being of the people of the
state. Readily available water for use im public
vater systems is limited and should be developed
with a aminisum of loss and waste. In order to
paxieize efficient and effective development of
the state's public wvater supply systeams and to
promote public health, safety and welfare, the
department of health services shall ademinister a
procedure to coordinate the planning of public
vater supply systess.

Sec. 2. (WBW) As used im this act:

{2y “Public vater system™ means any private,
punicipal or reqgiomal utility supplying water to
fifteen or more service ‘conmections or twenty-five
Oor BOCEe Persons; _

(b) ®public water supply managesent area®
seans a region detersined by the commissioner of
health services to have similar water supply
problems and characteristicss

() ®Ezclusive service area®™ means am area
vhere public water is supplied by one systes:

(d) ®Cosmissioner”™ seans the commissioner of
health services:

(e) ©®Satellite B®management™ means management
of a public water supply system by another water
company; :

() ®Coordinated water systes plan®™ means (1)
the individual water system plans of each public
vater systenm vithin a public water supply
management area, filed pursuant to section 25=324
of the general statutes, amd (2) an areavide
supplement to such plans developed pursuant to
section 6 of this act which addresses vater systea
concerns pertaining to the public water supply
management area as & vhole.

Sec. 3. (WE®) {(a) Not more tham six aonths
after the effective date of this act, the
cospissioner of health services, im consultation
vith the department of public utility comtrol, the
commissioner of environmental protection and the
secretary of the office of policy and management,
shall delineate "the prelimimary boundaries of
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public water supply managesent areas and establish
preliminary priorities for 4initiation 4im such
areas of the planniamg process established in
sections 4 to 6, inclusive, of this act. WNot more
than one year after the effective date of this
act, ¢the cosmissioner, after @& hearing, shall
delineate the fimal boundaries of such areas. In
making such delineation, the comeissioner shall
consider the followiag: (1) The similarity of
vater supply problems among water companies
operating in the prelimimary management area; (2)
population density amnd distribution im the area;
(3) the location of existimg sources of public
vater supply, service areas or franchise areas;
{8) existing imtercomnections between public water
systens; {5y wunicipal and@ regional planaing
agency boundaries; (6) mnatural drainage basins;
{7) topographic and geologic characteristics; and
(8) any other factor he deems relevant.

(b} Not more tham ome year after the
effective date of this act, the commissioner,.
after hearing, shall establish the €ipal
priorities for imitiation of the planning process.
In establishing such priorities the comaissioner
shall copsider the existence and severity of the
follovwing in each @anagement areas ()]
fincoordinated plannimg, (2) ipadequate vater
supply, (3) unreliable water service; and (%) amny
other factor he deems relevant. ;

Sec. 8. (BBE¥) (a) The commissiomer of health
services, folloving the - £inal priorities
established pursuant to section 3 of this act,
shtall convene a vater wtility <coordinating
compittee for each public water supply management
area to isplement the plannimg process established
by this section and sectioas 5 and 6 of this act.

(bp) B2 water utility coordimating committee
shall consist of one representative f£rom each
public water system with a source of water supply
or a service area withie the public water supply
management area and one representative from each
regional planning agency within such area, elected
by majority vote of the chief elected officials of
the wunicipalities that are Bembers of such
regional planning agency. Bach committee shall
elect a chairman, adopt amd amemnd, as required, a
work plan and schedule for a coordinated plam and
adopt rules, imcludimg, but mot limited to, rules
for publication of meeting times and agendas, and
for public comment, including notice of a comment
period and documentation of responses to comments.
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Sec. S. (NEW) {a) Bach water wutility
coordinatiny coesittee, in consultation with the
cosmissioners of health services and environmental
protection, the secretary of the office of policy
and sanagement and the department of public
vtility control authority shall develop a8
preliminary assesssent of water supply conditions
and problees within the public water supply
manageasent area. The comeittee shall solicit
comsents on the preliminary assesspent fros
sunicipalities, regional plamnning agencies, state
agencies and other interested parties amd respond
to any comment received. The coammittee shall
thereafter prepare a fimal assessment.

(b) The comsittee shall establish preliminmary
exclusive service area boundaries, based on the
final assesseent, for each public water systes
within the management area. The committee shall
solicit cosments on such boundaries from
punicipalities, regional planning agencies, the
coppissioners of environeental protectiom and
health services, the departeent of public atility
control, the secretary of the office of policy and
management and other imterested persons within the
management area amnd respond to any comBent
received. If there is mno agreement by . the
comsittee om such boundaries, the committee shall
consult with the department of public wtility
after such consultation, the commissioner of
health services shall establish exclusive service
area boundaries taking dimto consideratiom any
vater company rights established by statute,
special act or administrative decisions. In
establishing sgch boundaries the cosmissiomer
shall maintain existimg service areas and coamsider
the orderly and efficient development of public
vater supplies. ,

Sec. 6. (NE®) {a) Bach water wtility
coordinating committee shall prepare a coordinated
vater systes plan im the public water supply
management area. Such plan shall be subritted to
the comnissioner of health services for his
approval not more than two years after the first
seeting of the committee. The plan shall promote
cooperation among public vater systess and
include, but not be limited to, provisioms for (1)
integration of public water systeas, consistent
with the protection and enhancesment of public
health and well-beimg; (2) dintegration of water
company plaams; (3) exclusive service areas; (4)
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joint managesent or ovwnership of services; (9)
satellite sanagement services; (6)
interconnections betveen public water systems; (7)
integration of land use and water system plans;
(8) sinimus design standards: and (9) the impact
on other uses of water réesources.

{(b) The plan shall be adopted in accordance
with the K provisions of this section. The
comrittee shall prepare a draft of the plan and
solicit coements thereon from the comnissioners of
health services and environkental protectiom, the
department of public otility control, the
secretary of the office of policy and management
and any sunicipality, regional planning agency or
other interested party withim the management area.
The municipalities amd regional planning agencies
shall comsent on, but shall aot be limited to
coepenting om, the consistency of the plarn with
local and regional land use plams and policies.
The department of public wutility control shall
cosment on, but shall mot be limited to cosmeating
on, the cost-effectiveness of the plan. The
secretary of the office of policy and managesent
shall coesent on, but shall not be limited ¢to
commenting on, the consistency of the plam with
state policies. The commissioner of enviroamental
protection shall comment on, but shall mot be
lisited to commenting om, the availability of
wvater for any proposed diversion. The commissioner
of health services shall comment on, but shall mot
be limited to commenting on, the availability of
pure and adeguate water supplies, potential
conflicts over the use of such supplies, and
consistency with the goals of this act.

{c) The commissiomer of health services shall
adopt gegulations in accordance  with the
provisions of chapter 54 of the general statutes
establishing the contents of a plan and a
procedure for approval.

Sec. 7. (WEW) (a) Any permit issued by the
coseissioner of health services pursuant to
chapter 878 of the gemeral statutes shall, to the
extent feasible, be consistent with any
coordinated plan adopted pursuant to sectiom 6 of
this act.

(b)y Wo public water supply system may be
approved within a public water supply management
area after the commissioner of health services bas
convened a water utility coordinating committee
unless (1) an existing public water supply systea
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js unable to provide vwater service or (2] the
coseittee recommends such approval.

Sec. 8. (N8} The cospissioner of health
services Bay enter into one contract per year with
a consultant to provide services to a water
utility coordinating cosmittee. The amount of any
contract shall npot exceed one hundred thousand
dollars. Any appropriation made to the departsent
of health services for the purposes of this
section shall mot lapse until Jume thirtieth of
the second year following the year for which the
appropriation was made.

Sec. 9. Three hundred thirty-four thousand
dollars of the amount appropriated to the capital
projects account, for capital outlay, in section 1
of special act 85-53, shall be transferred to the
department of health services for the purposes of
sections 1 to 8, inclusive, of this act.

Sec. 10. One bundred sixty-three thousand
dollars of the asount appropriated to the capital
projects account, for capital outlay, in section 1
of special act 85-53, shall be transferred to the
department of environmmental protection for the
purpsoses of sections 1 to 8, dinclusive, of this
act.

Sec. 11. Pifty-three thousand dollars of the
asount appropriated to the capital projects
account, for capital outlay, 4im section 1 of
special act 85-53, shall be transferred to the
departsent of public utility control for the
purposes of sectioms 1 to 8, inclusive of this
act. :
Sec. 12. One hundred fifty thousand dollars
of the amount appropriated to the capital projects

_account, for capital outlay, im sectiom 1 of

special act 85-53, shall be ¢ransferred ¢o the
PAC-acts without appropriations account, for PaC-
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This act shall take effect July 1,

Sec. 13.
1985.
Certified as correct by
Legislaiive Commissioner.
Clerk of the Senate.
Clerk of the House.
Approved . 1985
Governor, Siate of Connecticut




