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Town of Town Name Opening Mass Dispensing in Response to Event
Hartford – The town of town name will be opening a mass dispensing site today at site from start time to end time to provide type of medication for viral hemorrhagic fevers.

“Quote from Health Director or Mayor regarding the event.  Should include empathy and resilience.  KEY MESSAGE: We have been planning for this.”

Information on the site.  Who should go, where it is, where to park, what people should bring, hours of operation, parking, etc. Also how much medication is available.  Assure people there is enough for those who need it (if that's the case.)
BRIEF paragraph about the event (what the POD is in response to).  What happened, where it happened, what was used, how it was done, etc. Do not go too much into the event.  Be sure to "stay in your lane."
Tularemia, also known as “rabbit fever,” is a disease caused by the bacterium Francisella tularensis. Tularemia is typically found in animals, especially rodents, rabbits, and hares. Tularemia is usually a rural disease and has been reported in all U.S. states except Hawaii.

Tularemia is a widespread disease in animals. About 200 human cases of tularemia are reported each year in the United States. Most cases occur in the south-central and western states. Nearly all cases occur in rural areas, and are caused by the bites of ticks and biting flies or from handling infected rodents, rabbits, or hares. Cases also resulted from inhaling airborne bacteria and from laboratory accidents.

Typically, people become infected through the bite of infected insects (most commonly, ticks and deerflies), by handling infected sick or dead animals, by eating or drinking contaminated food or water, or by inhaling airborne bacteria.  People have not been known to transmit the infection to others, so infected persons do not need to be isolated.
The signs and symptoms people develop depend on how they are exposed to tularemia. Possible symptoms include skin ulcers, swollen and painful lymph glands, puffy eyes, sore throat, mouth sores, diarrhea or pneumonia. If the bacteria are inhaled, symptoms can include sudden onset of fever, chills, headache, muscle aches, joint pain, dry cough, and progressive weakness. People with pneumonia can develop chest pain, difficulty breathing, bloody saliva, and respiratory failure. Tularemia can be fatal if the person is not treated with appropriate antibiotics. The incubation period (the time from being exposed to becoming ill) for tularemia is typically 3 to 5 days, but can range from 1 to 14 days.

Early antibiotic treatment is recommended whenever it is likely a person was exposed to tularemia or has been diagnosed as being infected with tularemia. Several types of antibiotics have been effective in treating tularemia infections. Health officials will test the bacteria in the early stages of the response to determine which antibiotics will be most effective.
Tularemia occurs naturally in many parts of the United States. Use insect repellent containing DEET on your skin, or treat clothing with repellent containing permethrin, to prevent insect bites. Wash your hands often, using soap and warm water, especially after handling animal carcasses. Be sure to cook your food thoroughly and that your water is from a safe source.
Residents should stay tuned to their local radio and television news stations to stay informed about the emergency and if any further steps need to be taken.

For additional information on tularemia, please visit the following websites:

· Town of town name: web address
· Connecticut Department of Public Health: www.ct.gov/dph 

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
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