

 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Regular Meeting

Tuesday – February 15, 2011
A regular meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Tuesday, February 15, 2011, at the offices of Connecticut Innovations, 865 Brook Street, Rocky Hill, Connecticut.

Call to Order:  Mr. Wollschlager called the meeting to order at 1:12 p.m.  Members present:  Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D. (by phone); Richard H. Dees, Ph.D. (by phone); Gerald Fishbone, M.D.; Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H., M.B.A.; Myron Genel, M.D.; David Goldhamer, Ph.D; Ann Kiessling, Ph.D.; Robert Mandelkern (by phone); Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D; and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S.  
Advisory Committee Members Absent:  Ronald Hart, Ph.D.; and Anne Hiskes, Ph.D.  
Other Attendees: Isolde Bates (UCONN); Marianne Horn (DPH); June Mandelkern; Chelsey Sarnecky (CI); Daniel Wagner (CI); Paula Wilson (Yale); and Warren Wollschlager (DPH).     
Opening Remarks:

Mr. Wollschlager acknowledged the leadership and contributions provided by Dr. Galvin with respect to stem cell research in Connecticut.  Dr. Galvin was recognized specifically for his efforts in getting legislative support and funding for stem cell research and Peer Review reimbursement and for the advancement of the program.  Dr. Galvin noted the accomplishments of the Advisory Committee and thanked the members for their contributions and work.  He stated that he will ask Governor Malloy to issue a proclamation recognizing the work of both past and present members of the Advisory Committee. Dr. Galvin also recognized the support and contributions provided by Mr. Wollschlager.  

Approval of Minutes – 10/26/10 Meeting
Dr. Galvin asked the Advisory Committee members to consider the minutes from the October 26, 2010 meeting.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Galvin, the Advisory Committee members voted in favor of adopting the minutes of the October 26, 2010 meeting as presented (Dr. Dees was not present for the vote).  
Update on 2011 Proposals:

Ms. Sarnecky mentioned that in response to the Request for Proposals (“RFP”) issued for the 2011 round of funding, CI received 81 applications, which included 47 seed grant applications requesting $9,400,000; 28 established investigator grant applications requesting $14,000,000; 1 group grant application requesting $1,700,000; 4 disease directed group grant applications requesting $5,300,000; and 2 core grant applications requesting $2,700,000.  The total amount of funding requested for the 2011 round is approximately $33,100,000.  Ms. Sarnecky indicated that the RFP is on the DPH Website.

09-SCA-YALE-10, Dr. Qyang, Principal Investigator—Rebudget:

Mr. Wollschlager reminded the members not to vote or discuss any of the proposals with which they may have a conflict of interest.  

Ms. Sarnecky discussed the request by Dr. Qyang, principal investigator of grant 09-SCA-YALE-10, to reduce his salary from 15 percent to 10 percent even though he will still put 15 percent of his research effort into the project.  The request is to reallocate the funds to research materials.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Mr. Mandelkern, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the revised budget for grant 09-SCA-YALE-10, Dr. Qyang, principal investigator (Dr. Dees was not present for the vote).    

10-SCA-38, Dr. Dong, Principal Investigator—Resignation of PI and No-Cost Extension:

Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request by Dr. Dong, principal investigator of grant 10-SCA-38, to transfer the principal investigator role to Dr. Qui who has been working on the project with Dr. Dong.  Dr. Dong will be resigning from his current position on February 28, 2011.  Dr. Dong also requested permission for a three-month no-cost extension.  The Advisory Committee members reviewed the revised budget reflecting the personnel and supply changes.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of:  1) approving the revised budget, 2) approving a three-month no-cost extension, and 3) approving the transfer of the principal investigator role to Dr. Qui for grant 10-SCA-38 (Dr. Dees was not present for the vote).    

08-SCC-YSME-005, Dr. Redmond, Principal Investigator—Reallocation Request:

Ms. Sarnecky discussed the request by Dr. Redmond, principal investigator of grant 08-SCC-YSME-005, to reallocate some personnel expenses to supplies.  Ms. Sarnecky asked the Advisory Committee members to consider the request to utilize funding for computer costs for a grant administrator.  In response to a question, it was noted that the costs for the computer services are approximately $2,000.  A question arose as to whether the grant administrator would be doing work on other grants or whether the computer would be used solely for this project.  Several members indicated that the expenses would be appropriate if a majority of the work being performed is related to the project.  A suggestion was made to approve the request contingent upon the confirmation that the funding will be utilized for the project.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the reallocation of funds from salaries to supplies for grant 08-SCC-YSME-005, Dr. Redmond, principal investigator, contingent upon confirmation that the reallocated funds will be utilized for the project (Dr. Dees was not present for the vote).  

09-SCA-YALE-30, Dr. Horsley, Principal Investigator—Reallocation Request:

Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request by Dr. Horsley, principal investigator of grant 09-SCA-YALE-30, to reallocate some personnel expenses to supplies.  Ms. Sarnecky noted that Dr. Tadeu, a postdoctoral fellow working on the project, was awarded with a fellowship to cover her salary for one year, and the principal investigator would like to utilize funds originally budgeted for Dr. Tadeu’s salary to purchase another microscope. 
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Fishbone, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the reallocation of funds from salaries to supplies for grant 09-SCA-YALE-30, Dr. Horsley, principal investigator.  

08-SCB-UCHC-012, Dr. Mayer, Principal Investigator—Annual Report Approval:

Dr. Wallack, Dr. Genel and Dr. Kiessling discussed their review of the annual report for grant 08-SCB-UCHC-012, Dr. Mayer, principal investigator.  There was consensus that sufficient progress has been made and that funding should be continued for this project.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor accepting the annual report and continuation of funding for grant 08-SCB-UCHC-012, Dr. Mayer, principal investigator.  

08-SCD-UCHC-003, Dr. Anguila, Principal Investigator—No-Cost Extension:
Ms. Sarnecky explained that Dr. Anguila, principal investigator for grant 08-SCD-UCHC-003 has requested a no-cost extension from February 28, 2011 until June 30, 2011 and approval to carry forward the remaining funding of approximately $30,000 for the extension period.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Galvin, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of authorizing a no-cost extension through June 30, 2011 for grant 08-SCD-UCHC-003, Dr. Anguila, principal investigator, and a carryforward of unallocated funds of approximately $30,000.  

08-SCC-UCON-004, Dr. Rasmussen, Principal Investigator—Annual Report Approval:

Dr. Wallack, Dr. Genel and Dr. Kiessling discussed their review of the annual report for grant 08-SCC-UCON-004, Dr. Rasmussen, principal investigator.  There was consensus that sufficient progress has been made and that funding should be continued for this project.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Kiessling, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor accepting the annual report and the continuation of funding for grant 08-SCC-UCON-004, Dr. Rasmussen, principal investigator.  

08-SCC-UCON-004, Dr. Rasmussen, Principal Investigator—Carryover Request:

The Advisory Committee members discussed the request to carry over funding for grant 08-SCC-UCON-004, Dr. Rasmussen, principal investigator.  Questions arose as to how the funds will be utilized.  Ms. Sarnecky explained that the funds are carried over in the same categories originally budgeted.    

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the carryover request for grant 08-SCC-UCON-004, Dr. Rasmussen, principal investigator.  

06SCB09, Dr. Gravely, Principal Investigator—Decrease in Effort and No-Cost Extension:

Ms. Sarnecky explained the request by Dr. Gravely, principal investigator of grant 06SCB09, for a no-cost extension from March 1, 2011 to July 31, 2011 and to decrease his effort from 15 percent to 10 percent during the extension.  She discussed how the carryover funding would be utilized during the proposed extension.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of: 1) approving the carryover request, 2) approving an extension to July 31, 2011, and 3) approving the reduction in effort to 10 percent for grant 06SCB09, Dr. Gravely, principal investigator.  

06SCB14, Dr. Xu, Principal Investigator—No-Cost Extension and Reallocation of Funds:
Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request by Dr. Xu, principal investigator of grant 06SCB14, for a no-cost extension from March 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 and to reallocate $10,000 from salary/fringe benefits to supplies.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving a no-cost extension to December 31, 2011 and the reallocation of $10,000 from salary/fringe benefits to supplies for grant 06SCB14, Dr. Xu, principal investigator.  

10SCA12, Dr. Lai, Principal Investigator—Increased Effort:

Ms. Sarnecky discussed the request by Dr. Lai, principal investigator of grant 10SCA12, to increase the principal investigator’s effort from 40 percent to 50 percent effective March 1, 2011.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the increase in effort to 60 percent and revised budget for grant 10SCA12, Dr. Lai, principal investigator.  

09-SCA-UCHC-013, Dr. Antic, Principal Investigator—Redirection of Research Efforts:

Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request by Dr. Antic, principal investigator of grant 09-SCA-UCHC-013, to approval a redirection of research efforts.  A discussion ensued on the request, and it was noted that the request is not a change in scope because the original goals of the project will be completed.  Dr. Antic is requesting permission to utilize the remaining funds to extend her work.  There was consensus that the proposed work is within the scope of the original project.  Dr. Pescatello noted that it would be easier for the Advisory Committee members and/or staff to consider these types of proposals if the requests and summaries were written in a manner that is more understandable to the lay person.  In response to a question, Isolde Bates indicated that the Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee is requesting approval from the Advisory Committee before the principal investigator proceeds.    
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Kiessling, seconded by Dr. Genel, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the continuation of research efforts for grant 09-SCA-UCHC-013, Dr. Antic, principal investigator.  

06SCB08, Dr. Carmichael, Principal Investigator—No-Cost Extension:

Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request by Dr. Carmichael, principal investigator of grant 06SCB08, for a no-cost extension from March 1, 2011 to September 30, 2011. 

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving a no-cost extension to September 30, 2011 for grant 06SCB08, Dr. Carmichael, principal investigator.  

08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, Principal Investigator—Carryover Request:

The Advisory Committee members discussed the request to carry over funding for grant 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator.  The funds carried over will remain in the same categories originally budgeted.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Genel, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the carryover request for grant 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator.  

08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, Principal Investigator—Approval of Annual Report:

The Advisory Committee members discussed the annual report for grant 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator.  It was noted that sufficient progress has been made, and the summary was well done and should be used as a model to show how the reports should be written.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Genel, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the annual report and continuation of funding for grant 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator.  

09-SCA-UCHC-016, Dr. Chen, Principal Investigator—Change of PI:

Ms. Sarnecky indicated that Dr. Chen, principal investigator of grant 09-SCA-UCHC-016, resigned effective February 1, 2011, and the end date for the seed grant is May 31, 2011.  Permission is being requested to transfer the principal investigator role to Dr. Carmichael for the remaining term of the grant.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the revised budget and approving the transfer of the principal investigator role to Dr. Carmichael for grant 09-SCA-UCHC-016. 
08-SCA-UCON-040, Dr. Carter, Principal Investigator—Approval of Annual Report:

Dr. Kiessling, Dr. Wallack and Dr. Genel discussed the annual report for grant 08-SCA-UCON-040, Dr. Carter, principal investigator.  There was consensus that sufficient progress has been made.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Genel, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the annual report and continuation of funding for grant 08-SCA-UCON-040, Dr. Carter, principal investigator.  

06SCA26, Dr. Carter, Principal Investigator—Reallocation Request:

The Advisory Committee members discussed the reallocation request by Dr. Carter, principal investigator of grant 06SCA26.  Ms. Sarnecky explained the requested reallocations.  Some concern was raised with the sentence in the request letter indicating that the funds were already used to purchase supplies before the approval was granted by the Advisory Committee.  There was some discussion on what the principal investigators are allowed to do without permission and what CI is allowed to approve without Advisory Committee approval.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Galvin, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of denying the reallocation request for grant 06SCA26, Dr. Carter, principal investigator, and to send a strongly worded a letter to the principal investigator asking for a response and further explanation of the request to reallocate funds.  
06SCB11, Dr. LoTurco, Principal Investigator, No-Cost Extension and Reallocation Request:

Ms. Sarnecky reviewed the request by Dr. LoTurco, principal investigator for grant 06SCB11, for a no-cost extension.  The grant will end February 28, 2011 and the request is to extend the grant until February 28, 2012.  Ms. Sarnecky stated that the funds left over will be spent during the extended period.  Dr. LoTurco has also asked for approval to reallocate funds from “Other Personnel” “Fringe Benefits” to “Other Direct Costs.”  The Advisory Committee members discussed the revised budget.    
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Mr. Mandelkern, seconded by Dr. Kiessling, the eligible Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the no-cost extension and reallocation of funds for grant 06SCB11, Dr. LoTurco, principal investigator.  

Craig Nelson Publication:

Mr. Wollschlager mentioned that Dr. Nelson has published or has a pending publication that he will share with the Advisory Committee.

Grant Review Timeline:

Mr. Wollschlager discussed a proposed timeline for the Peer Review process for the 2011 grant applications.  He stated that some reimbursement has been secured to compensate the Peer Reviewers.  Staff will try to get everything needed to the Peer Reviewers by March 1, and it is anticipated that Peer Review process and summaries will be completed in mid-May.  The Advisory Committee members discussed a proposed timeframe for the annual grant meeting considering the timing of other events and meetings, including the close of the legislative session, the Annual ISSCR meeting.  Dr. Galvin noted the importance of scheduling the annual meeting at a time when a majority of the members can attend and in coordination with the Commissioner of the Department of Public Health.  A suggestion was made to include a discussion of the criteria for the meeting a month before the grant meeting to expedite the grant review process.  There was general consensus to try to schedule the annual grant review meeting on June 13 and 14 or some time in July.
Dr. Shertukde Application Issue:

The Advisory Committee members discussed the e-mail received from Dr. Shertukde from the University of Hartford expressing his dismay with grant funding going to UCONN and Yale and not for “translational research” done by other researchers like him. It was noted that Dr. Shertukde’s application(s) were not scored well by the Peer Reviewers.  There was a discussion about how to provide outreach and assistance to smaller universities and private companies.  A suggestion was made to create a separate category for smaller institutions and businesses so they would not have to compete with the larger institutions.   Some concern was expressed with taking any money away from funding the best research.  There was consensus that this issue would have to be discussed further during the next Request for Proposals process and funding round.  
In response to a question, Ms. Sarnecky indicated that following the awarding of grants, many e-mails and/or letters of concern or dismay are received.  However, the e-mail from Dr. Shertukde specifically requested that this issue be brought to the Advisory Committee.

Dr. Galvin suggested some type of joint venture between the Advisory Committee and potentially the Connecticut Department of Public Health laboratory to do these kinds of smaller scale research projects.  He indicated the need to involve the Governor’s office and Dr. Fontana from the Connecticut Department of Health.
Mr. Wollschlager stated that a response will be prepared to Dr. Shertukde indicating the score for his proposal and noting that this issue will continue to the next funding cycle and Request for Proposals process.  Ms. Sarnecky mentioned that the narratives from the Peer Reviewers are made available to each of the applicants every year.  Additionally, copies of the transcripts from the Advisory Committee meetings are available.    
Other Business:

Dr. Galvin suggested that the Advisory Committee invite the new Attorney General to the annual grant meeting and/or to update the new Attorney General on the Stem Cell Research Program.

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

Adjournment

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Fishbone, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adjourning the meeting at 3:48 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted:




















_____________________







Dr. Robert Galvin, Chair
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