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 To: Ms. Kimberly Lesay, Transportation Assistant Planning Director  

       CT Department of Transportation, 2800 Berlin Tpke, Newington CT 06131 

 

From:  Linda Brunza- Environmental Analyst                 Telephone: 860-424-3739 

 

Date: 11/7/2018                         Email: Linda.Brunza@ct.gov 

 

Subject: Scoping Notice for new parking garage at Stamford Transportation Center, South State 

Street, Stamford.   

 

 

The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) has received the Notice of Scoping 

for the project proposed by the Department of Transportation (DOT) to construct a new parking 

garage for the Stamford Transportation Center on South Street.  The proposed garage will be 

connected to the station with an enclosed pedestrian bridge over Washington Boulevard.  The 

proposed garage will provide  approximately 960 parking spaces The following comments are 

submitted for your consideration.  

 

Flood Management  

A portion of the proposed project may be within the 100-year flood zone on the community's Flood 

Insurance Rate Map.  Because this project is a State action, it must be certified by the sponsoring 

agency as being in compliance with flood and stormwater management standards specified in section 

25-68d of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) and section 25-68h-1 through 25-68h-3 of the 

Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) and receive approval from DEEP.  For further 

information, contact the Land and Water Resources Division at 860-424-3706.  A fact sheet regarding 

floodplain management and the certification form can be downloaded at: Flood Management.  

 

Coastal Management 

If the project requires local zoning approvals, or requires a special exception or variance from local 

zoning, the Coastal Site Plan Review requirements of sections 22a-105 through 22a-110 of the CGS 

will apply.  The municipal planning and zoning commission or designated zoning official should be 

consulted regarding this matter. 

 

Coastal management concerns which must be addressed in future phases of the project planning 

process are: avoidance or mitigation of potential flooding threats; displacement of existing water-

dependent uses, if any such uses exist and do not adversely affect coastal resources, by non water-

dependent uses; the potential mobilization of pollutants in contaminated soils at former/current 

waterfront industrial sites; and appropriate use of urban retrofit stormwater best management 

practices, wherever possible.  The factors that define adverse impacts to future water dependent uses 

that must be considered by the board or commission are found at section 22a-93(17) of the CGS.   

 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=324172&deepNav_GID=1643


 

The Scoping Notice did not contain the specific elevation or footprint of the garage.  Any work located 

within tidal, coastal or navigable waters of the state at or below the coastal jurisdiction line elevation 

of +5.5 feet NAVD88 for Stamford requires prior state authorization from DEEP.  If the proposed 

activity can be confined to the existing footprint, it may be eligible for a Certificate of Permission 

(COP) pursuant to CGS Section 22s-363. If the proposed activities will expand or significantly 

modify the existing footprint, a Structures, Dredging and Fill application will be required pursuant to 

CGS Section 22a-361. Information can be found on the Land and Water Resources website, Overview 

of Connecticut’s Coastal Permit Program, Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse.  

 

Management of Contaminated Soil/Media  

Due to the historic nature of the area, it is likely there are hazardous or solid waste related concerns. 

Development plans in urban areas that entail soil excavation should include a protocol for sampling 

and analysis of potentially contaminated soil.  Soil with contaminant levels that exceed the applicable 

criteria of the Remediation Standard Regulations (concentration above the specified analytical 

detection limit), are polluted soil as defined in section 22a-133k-1 of the RCSA.  Reuse of polluted 

soil is governed by requirements found in section 22a-133k-2(h)(3) of the RCSA and requires written 

authorization from DEEP unless it is managed at a site that is authorized to accept polluted soil.  In 

addition, the solid waste management regulations prohibit the disposal or indefinite storage of more 

than 10 cubic yards of stumps, brush or woodchips on the site, either buried or on the surface. For 

more information see the following fact sheet on DEEP’s website: Management of Contaminated 

Environmental Media FAQ. 

 

The Waste Engineering & Enforcement Division has issued a General Permit for Contaminated Soil 

and/or Sediment Management (Staging & Transfer) (DEP-SW-GP-001).  It establishes a uniform set 

of environmentally protective management measures for stockpiling soils when they are generated 

during construction or utility installation projects where contaminated soils are typically managed 

(held temporarily during characterization procedures to determine a final disposition).  Temporary 

storage of less than 1000 cubic yards of contaminated soils (which are not hazardous waste) at the 

excavation site does not require registration, provided that activities are conducted in accordance with 

the applicable conditions of the general permit.  Registration is required for on-site storage of more 

than 1000 cubic yards for more than 45 days or transfer of more than 10 cubic yards off-site.  A fact 

sheet describing the general permit, a copy of the general permit and registration forms are available 

on-line at: Soil Management GP.  For further information, contact the RCRA Enforcement  Division 

at 860-424-3366. 

 

PCBs 

The project description states that the current parking garage will remain in use while the proposed 

garage is under construction. After construction, the current garage will be demolished under a 

separate construction contract.  When demolition occurs, debris may include materials that contain 

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). Such materials can include transformers, capacitors, fluorescent 

light ballast and other oil-containing equipment, and in certain building materials (e.g., paint, roofing, 

flooring, insulation, etc.).  In recent years, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has learned 

that caulk containing potentially harmful PCBs was used around windows, door frames, masonry 

columns and other masonry building materials in many buildings in the 1950s through the 1970s, 

including schools, large scale apartment complexes and public buildings.  In general, these types of 

buildings built after 1978 do not contain PCBs in caulk.  In 2009, EPA announced new guidance 

about managing PCBs in caulk and tools to help minimize possible exposure.  Where buildings were 

constructed or renovated between 1950 and 1978, EPA recommends that PCB-containing caulk be 

removed during planned renovations and repairs (when replacing windows, doors. roofs, ventilation, 
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etc.).  EPA recommends testing caulk that is going to be removed as the first step in order to determine 

what protections are needed during removal.  Where testing confirms the presence of PCBs, it is 

critically important to ensure that they are not released to the air during replacement or repair of caulk 

in affected buildings.  EPA recommends simple, commonsense work practices to prevent the release 

of PCBs during these operations.  Further information concerning the DEEP PCB Program can be 

found on-line at: DEEP PCB Program.  The EPA guidance can be found at: PCBs in Caulk. 

 

Electric Vehicle Readiness 

DEEP recommends that 10% of all parking spaces in the project design be made ready to accept Level 

2 electric vehicle charging stations and that half of these parking spaces actually be equipped with 

Level 2 electric vehicle charging stations.  Connecticut and seven other states are obligated, under the 

multi-state zero emission vehicle (ZEV) memorandum of understanding (MOU), to collectively put 

3.3 million ZEVs on our roadways by 2025. Connecticut’s share of this target is approximately 

150,000 ZEVs.  Connecticut is further committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% below 

2001 levels by 2050 (and a mid-term target of 45% below 2001 levels by 2030), and must also reduce 

smog-forming motor vehicle pollution in order to meet the federal Clean Air Act’s health based ozone 

standards.  To meet these requirements, Connecticut must continue efforts to support the transition to 

transportation electrification by recommending the installation of electric vehicle (EV) charging 

infrastructure to support the growing EV market.   

 

Air Quality 

For large construction projects, DEEP typically encourages the use of newer off-road construction 

equipment that meets the latest (EPA) or California Air Resources Board (CARB) standards.  If that 

newer equipment cannot be used, equipment with the best available controls on diesel emissions 

including retrofitting with diesel oxidation catalysts or particulate filters in addition to the use of ultra-

low sulfur fuel would be the second choice that can be effective in reducing exhaust emissions.  The 

use of newer equipment that meets EPA standards would obviate the need for retrofits.   

 

DEEP also encourages the use of newer on-road vehicles that meet either the latest EPA or CARB 

standards for construction projects.  These on-road vehicles include dump trucks, fuel delivery trucks 

and other vehicles typically found at construction sites.  On-road vehicles older than the 2007-model 

year typically should be retrofitted with diesel oxidation catalysts or diesel particulate filters for 

projects.  Again, the use of newer vehicles that meet EPA standards would eliminate the need for 

retrofits. 

 

Additionally, section 22a-174-18(b)(3)(C) of the RCSA limits the idling of mobile sources to three 

(3) minutes.  This regulation applies to most vehicles such as trucks and other diesel engine-powered 

vehicles commonly used on construction sites.  Adhering to the regulation will reduce unnecessary 

idling at truck staging zones, delivery or truck dumping areas and further reduce on-road and 

construction equipment emissions.  Use of posted signs indicating the three-minute idling limit is 

recommended.  It should be noted that only DEEP can enforce section 22a-174-18(b)(3)(C) of the 

RCSA.  Therefore, it is recommended that the project sponsor include language similar to the anti-

idling regulations in the contract specifications for construction in order to allow them to enforce 

idling restrictions at the project site without the involvement of DEEP.  

 

Threatened and Endangered Species  

The Natural Diversity Database maps represent the approximate locations of species listed by the 

State, pursuant to section 26-306 of the CGS, as endangered, threatened or of special concern.  The 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/pcb
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/index.htm


 

maps are a pre-screening tool to identify potential impacts to state listed species.  There are no records 

of threatened or endangered species listed for this area.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project.  These comments are based on the reviews 

provided by relevant staff and offices within DEEP during the designated comment period. They may 

not represent all applicable programs within DEEP.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions 

concerning these comments.   

 

cc: Robert Hannon, DEEP/ OPPD 

 


