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Cyclists, New Haven 
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Complete Streets 

and Connecticut 
Streets are important places. They are a 

fundamental part of what allows us to be 

(or prohibits us from being) a mobile and 

social population. The design of streets 

enhances or sti̊es economic interaction. 

In recognition of this, Connecticut 

adopted a Complete Streets Law in 2009, 

codỉed in sections 13a-153f and Sec. 13b-

13a of the Connecticut General Statutes 

(CGS). 

The Board would like to report that with 

regard to Complete Streets, a culture 

change is under way in the state. Under 

the leadership of the Governor and the 

Commissioner of the Department of 

Transportation, among others, walking, 

biking, and transit have begun to be seen 

and treated as integral to Connecticutɠs 

transportation system. The resulting and 

ongoing improvements in infrastructure 

and services for pedestrians, cyclists, and 

bus and train riders benẻt all residents of 

the state. 

 

Main Street Marketplace, Torrington 
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The Connecticut Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Advisory Board 

CGS Sec. 13b-13a established a Connecti-

cut Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board 

(the ɢBoardɣ) in the Connecticut Depart-

ment of Transportation (CTDOT) for ad-

ministrative purposes. Per subsection (h), 

the Board must submit annually a report 

to the Governor, the Commissioner of 

CTDOT, and the Transportation Commit-

tee of the Connecticut General Assembly 

on: 

ò(1) the progress made by State agencies in 

improving the environment for bicycling and 

walking in this State,ó 

ò(2) recommendations for improvements to 

State policies and procedures related to bicy-

cling and walking, andó 

ò(3) specific actions taken by the Depart-

ment of Transportation in the preceding year 

that affect the pedestrian and cyclist envi-

ronment.ó 

Subsection (e) requires the Board to exam-

ine the need for pedestrian and cyclist 

transportation, to promote programs and 

facilities for pedestrians and cyclists in the 

state, and to advise appropriate agencies 

of the State on policies, programs, and fa-

cilities for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Legal requirements of the 

Complete Streets Law 

The 2009 Complete Streets Law codỉed, 

among others, the following requirements 

into statute. 

Section 13a-153f(b) 

òAccommodations for all users shall be a 

routine part of the planning, design, con-

struction and operating activities of all high-

ways, as defined in section 14-1, in this 

State.ó 

Compliance 

The State is advancing efforts to comply 

with this section. Notable recent progress 

includes revision of the Bicycle and Pedes-

trian Travel Needs Assessment Form by 

the Complete Streets Committee, the 

Commissionerɠs collaboration with the 

Connecticut Main Street Program on 

training workshops and ɢtransit villages,ɣ 

and the promotion of multimodal thinking 

at the local level by Bureau Chiefs. 

Section 13a-153f(c) 

òFrom funds received by CTDOT or any mu-

nicipality for the construction, restoration, re-

habilitation or relocation of highways, roads 

or streets, a reasonable amount shall be ex-

pended to provide facilities for all users, in-

cluding, but not limited to, bikeways and 

sidewalks with appropriate curb cuts and 

ramps. On and after October 1, 2010, not 

less than one per cent of the total amount of 

any such funds received in any fiscal year 

shall be so expended. CTDOT or municipality 

shall take future transit expansion plans into 

account where appropriate. Notwithstanding 

the provisions of this subsection, such provi-

sions shall not apply in the event of a State 

or municipal transportation emergency.ó 

Compliance 

Included in the Progress Inventory (sepa-

rate document) is a table titled, ɢPublic 

Act 09-154 SFY 2013 Project Listɣ that 

documents compliance with this require-

ment. 
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Recommendations 

for 2014  
The Board is pleased with the progress 

that has been made since enactment of the 

Complete Streets Law. Despite these ad-

vances, work remains to be done if the 

goal of a transportation system that fully 

accommodates all users is to be achieved. 

To this end, the Board has developed the 

following set of recommendations to move 

toward that goal and to ensure compliance 

with the law. The recommendations are 

grouped by implementing agency. As one 

may expect, many recommendations fall 

under the purview of CTDOT. However, we 

also include recommendations for the 

Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles 

(DMV), state policymakers, regions and 

municipalities, and the Board itself. A tab-

ular summary of the recommendations is 

given in the appendix to this report. 

Recommendations to the 

Department of Transportation 

CTDOT has made progress in implement-

ing complete streets. (See 2013 Activity by 

CTDOT, p. 12, for details.) The following 

recommendations are intended to assist 

CTDOT in building on this progress in a 

systematic and comprehensive way. 

 

Complete street with pedestrians, cyclists, motorists, and trams, Berlin, Germany 
















































