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Background:
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a federal review process to ensure that project activities proposed either by the federal government or with funding provided through federal programs comply with the federal laws and regulations protecting the environment.  The NEPA review is conducted during the first phase of the proposed project, prior to the release of development funds, to identify potential impacts and provide the opportunity for public review and comment on the proposed activities and the potential impacts.  This process also provides the project sponsor with the opportunity to consider the potential impacts of their proposal and include measures to eliminate or reduce the project's potential impacts on the environment.

Process:  The State of Connecticut, acting through the Department of Economic and Community Development, is a Participating Jurisdiction (PJ) for the HOME Program.  As a PJ it is the department's responsibility to assess each project in regards to its NEPA obligations.  The agency gathers all relevant information on the proposed project activities from the sponsor and state and federal agencies during the assessment.  This information is assembled in an Environmental Record Review (ERR) which is available for public review.

The ERR will include a determination as to whether the proposed project is exempt or categorically excluded from NEPA review or if a more detailed review is required.  An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be conducted for projects which are neither exempt or categorically excluded to determine whether a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) needs to be prepared.  An EIS is prepared if the Department determines that the potential project impacts to environment may be significant.  Either of these documents are circulated to the public and government agencies for a specific period of time for review and comment prior to the State's decision to accept the document's findings.

Projects and Activities
Exempt Activities: HOME Project activities such as administrative costs, architectural/engineering, feasibility studies, outreach programs, etc pose no impact on the environment, and are considered exempt activities from NEPA review.  HOME projects involving solely these activities require the assembly of an ERR with the conclusion that the activities are exempt -- no further NEPA action is required.

EnvNEPAGuide.doc  7/98
Categorical Exclusions: Provided that certain criteria are met, Home Project activities such as single and multi family unit rehabilitation, property acquisition, utilities site improvements, first-time home buyer assistance and tenant based assistance are categorically excluded from NEPA review.

Categorical Exclusion criteria

Rehabilitation, construction, reconstruction, repair or improvements


Single & Multi- family Units

· activities involving a I to 4 family dwelling, or

             -    activities involving 5 or more I to 4 family dwellings when the sites are separated by 

         at least 2000 feet.

Multi-family Units

-        Unit density does not change by more than 20%

-
Land use does not change, ie non-residential to residential

-
Estimated rehabilitation cost is not greater than 75% of the replacement cost of the units after rehabilitation.

Utility & Public Improvements

-
For existing facilities when the improvements will be retained for the same purpose and the size or capacity will not increase by more than 20%, ie replace of water and sewer lines, sidewalks, etc.

-
Removal of architectural or material barriers barring elderly or handicap access

Non-exempt and Non-excluded Projects: Home Projects not meeting the exempt or excluded categories will require the preparation of an EA to determine whether a FONSI or an EIS is needed to adequately assess the proposed impacts on the environment.

All projects, regardless of their NEPA categorization, need to comply with all state and federal laws and regulations pertaining to conservation of the environment, ie Historic Preservation, Floodplain Management, Wetland Conservation, etc.
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