C ONNECT

CUT

WEEKLY

Connecticut Department of Agriculture

Dannel P. Malloy, Governor; Steven K. Reviczky, Commissioner
Robert R. Pellegrino, Bureau Director

CONNECTICUT
GROWN

[rrass—
. THE LOCAL FLAVOR)

Marketing & Technology Bureau, (860) 713-2503

Linda Piotrowicz, Interim Editor
Wednesday, June 8, 2011

NOTES from the DEPARTMENT...

FARM-TO-SCHOOL PROGRAM UPDATE
By Jane Slupecki, Marketing Representative

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture’s Farm to School
Program has aggressively pursued new avenues for Connecticut
farmers growing produce and other products, like fluid milk, beef,
and chicken, to sell to public schools, non-profits, and now needs to
hear from Connecticut farms interested in exploring these new mar-
kets. On May 10, 2011, the department co-sponsored a tour by
Lonnie Burt, food service director of the Hartford School System,
along with the University of Connecticut College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources Risk Management Team Leader Joe Bonelli.
Farmers were also treated to a tour of a Hartford magnet school. A
dozen farmers and their family members came to this event, which
included lively discussion on how to sell either direct or through
wholesalers, and packaging, shipping, quality, quantity, and vol-
umes needed by schools. Lonnie told it like it is to sell to schools,
showing us and teaching us about the ins and outs of basic con-
tracting rules, selling direct, and moving your products to the
schools through the wholesale houses. Her point was the schools
want your products! Along the way, the most eye-opening statistic
she told is that Hartford schools buy $1,000,000 of fluid, cartoned
milk each year!

On May 25, 2011, two Connecticut Department of Administra-
tive Services (DAS) Procurement staff, Agriculture Marketing staff,
and Lonnie Burt had a face-to-face meeting with the wholesale pro-
duce contractor who won the region’s US Department of Defense
(DoD) contract. Overseen by DAS for the State of Connecticut, both
state agencies support a strong push to have this contractor to buy
more wholesale produce from Connecticut farmers. Did you know
that Connecticut primary and secondary schools use the largest
amount of DoD dollars in New England? Last summer, we held a
meeting for farmers to meet this contractor, and we had a small
amount purchased by the contractor. There is over $2,000,000
committed by schools to this program, all of which could be poten-
tially be your produce purchased by the DoD contractor and
shipped to your Connecticut schools. We will be encouraging the
contractor to reach out to you and begin working with more farms
that wholesale. For the few already in the program, you have as-
sured us the system works—products are accepted, reasonable
prices are paid for your goods (closely monitored by the DoD), and

payment is prompt and not too complicated and done in a reason-
able time. The Department of Agriculture simply wants to see more
Connecticut Grown farm products on the list of available items in
their inventory. The newest and strongest need for product will
come from a change in the school lunch programs requiring some-
thing orange on the plate a lot more frequently: butternut squash
(food service prefer this cut up and peeled), carrots, orange toma-
toes (a cherry or grape type; think about ready-to-eat, whole items
that make time-strapped lunch prep fast and easy). Only a handful
of our orchards are involved, and schools asked for peaches and
pears last year (not larger counts, not easily bruised, so packed, not
loose might be key here). The contractor asked twice for peaches
last year. Green beans (snipped, 5Ib. bags are ideal), sugar snap
peas (no hats), red bliss potatoes, cantaloupe and honeydew mel-
ons, peppers, summer squashes, blueberries (clamshell ok, but
loose is better), sweet corn (shucked is great but remember, needs
to be done in a licensed, commercial kitchen).

On May 27, 2011, the third event, the Connecticut Department
of Agriculture’s Marketing Division pitched the Connecticut schools
and non-profit organizations at the recent Seamless and Summer
Feeding Program Training Session, held at the Rensselaer Hartford
campus, to over 80 different feeding sites. This is the first time the
Connecticut Department of Agriculture was asked to come and talk
about selling to schools for the summer programs, a dream come
true. Here is a real opportunity to get Connecticut Grown product,
when available, on the menu for kids in our state. One thing you
might want to know about summer programs: The End Hunger CT!,
a non-profit anti-hunger program, has pledged to eliminate child
hunger by 2015 in Connecticut. They will need your help! This pro-
gram is in fact a bit tricky, as the menus must be submitted to the
CT Department of Education, in advance—and were due the Mon-
day after | spoke—but it is a start.

Here are the two basic programs: the Seamless Program is
where a school system continues to feed a population of students at
a school. The second, called a Summer Feeding Program, set up
by an organization for the summer, by a summer camp, a non-profit
or other organization, and can be set up in a park, at a community
center or other location that is not a public school.

(continued on Page 3)



Connecticut Weekly Agricultural Report
ORGANIC FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES WEEKLY NEW ENGLAND
ASPARAGUS, 11lb 4225 42.25 SHELL EGGS
BASIL, 1lb,ga 725 725 NEW ENGLAND GROWN Prices paid per dozen. Grade A brown egg in
carton delivered store door. (Range
EBUKEgEgsIE;BE(SOZ'GA 22;2 ig;g BEAN SPROUTS,10Ib,film 450 5.00 ( %)
CILANTRO ’303 éA 42'00 42'00 CHIVES, 1Ib,bnchd,12s 8.00 8.00 XTRA LARGE 137-144
CORN.4 1/2dz FL 4295 4295 FIDDLEHEADS fern,|b 3.75 4.20 LARGE 126-136
X f ' ' GARLIC,purple,30Ibs 55.00 55.00 MEDIUM 118-128
GREEN BEANS,bu,FL 4825 48.25 LETTUCE,Boston,12ct 7.00 7.50
LEEKS,12s,CA 44.00 44.00 LETTUCE Boston 24ct 10.00 12.00 NORTHEAST EGG PRICES USDA
LETTUCE greenlf, 24ct,CA 3150 3150 ,00SIoN,4C - - June 6, 2011
MANGOES, 10ct,MX 10.00 10.00 LE T S roanleei 2o Uizt Prices to retailers, sales to volume buyers, USDA
oon LETTUCE greenleaf,12ct 7.00 7.50 ; . Wers,
MUSHRM,wht,10Ib,Ig,PA 2550 25.50 J 2 Grade A and Grade A, white eggs in cartons,
NECTARINES, 1/2bu,NC 5550 55.50 PEAS,sugar snap,15lbs 15.00 17.00 warehouse, centers per dozen. (Range)
ONION,401b,Vidalia, GA 5150 5150 | RHUBARB,20Ib 50.00 32.00
PEACH,ES 60ct NC‘ 4450 4450 ROMAINE,24ct 10.00 12.00 EXTRA LARGE 90-108
PEAS,snO\;v,10IE),GA 2550 2550 ROMAINE,12ct 7.00 7.50 LARGE 84-98
PEPPER green bellx|,FL 4675 46.75 SPINACH,24bnchs 18.00 18.00 MEDIUM 74-87
RASPBERRIES, 12/60z,CA 3075 3075 | STRAWBERRIES 8/1qt 27.00 25.00
STRWBRY 8/1b.CA 2500 26,00 TOMATOES,GH,25loose 12.00 14.00
SHIPPED IN
NEW HOLLAND, PA HOG AUCTION | ApRICOTS,72¢t,CA 28.00 30.00
June 6, 2011 ARUGULA 4/4bu,NJ 14.00 14.00
Hogs sold by actual weights, prices BEANS,green,bu,hndpck,GA 26.00 26.00 c O O
quoted by hundred weight. BEETS,12s,NJ 10.00 12.00
49-54 220-270 Ibs 63.75-66.75 BOK CHOY,501b,NJ 18.00 20.00
270-400lbs 62.00-64.00 CANTALOUPE,9ct,CA 16.00 18.00
300-400lbs  61.50-63.00 CHERRY, 16lb,10rows,CA 60.00 63.00 VIRGINIA WEEKLY HAY REPORT
45-49 300-400 Ibs 45.00-48.00 COLLARD,green,1-3/5bu,NJ 12.00 12.00 June 6, 2011
Sows: US 1 300-500 Ibs 47.00-50.50 CORN,4-1/2dz,GA 17.00 18.00 Hay market for Harrisonburg, VA.
500-700 Ibs 50.50-51.00 CUCUMBERS,1-1/9bu,md,NJ 18.00 22.00 All hay prices paid by dealers at
Boars: 300-800 Ibs N/A KALE,16-18s,NJ 12.00 13.00 the farm and per ton.
KOHLRABI,1-3/5bu,NJ 16.00 18.00 I d
MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION LEEKS,12s,NJ 20.00 25.00 Alfalfa Orchard Grass S“rgg_sr(;’(;‘lgs
Middlefield, Conn., June 6, 2011 MUSHROOM,10lb,wht,|g,PA 16.50 17.00
Live animals brought the following PEACHES, 1/2bu,2-1/2min,SC 19.00 19.00 | ©Good 25.00 per bale
average prices / cwt. PEAS,snow,10lb,GU 14.00 17.00 large square
Bob Calves: Low  High | PEPPER subanelles, -/9buNd 1700 1800 | Mbed Grass 650-750Ibs
45-60 Ibs. 25.00 30.00 ) ' | ’ ’ Good 29.00-43.00 bale
61-75 Ibs 4000 4500 SQUASH,green,1/2bu,md,NJ 10.00 12.00
76-90 Ibs- : : RADISHES,24ct,NJ 13.00 15.00
. 47.50 50.00 small round
91-105 Ibs. 55.00  60.00 ‘ , . Orchard Grass 400-5001bs
106 Ibs. & up 65.00 70.00 Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices Good 86.00 per bale
Farm Calves 75.00 85.00
Started Calves 45.00 52.00
Veal Calves 85.00 140.00 NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Open Heifers 65.00 125.00 Monday, June 6, 2011 Wooled & Shorn Choice 2-3
Beef Heifers 78.50 85.25 Bulk/ High/ Low Dressing 40-60 Ibs 152.00-170.00
Feeder Steers 75.00 114.00 SLAUGHTER COWS: 60-80 Ibs 160.00-175.00
Beef Steers 85.00 100.00 Breakers 75-80%lean 80-90 Ibs 168.00-183.00
Stock Bulls 100.00 127.50 77.00-80.50 82.00-86.00 N/A 90-110Ibs 175.00-188.00
Beef Bulls 81.00 86.00 Boners  80-85% lean 110-130LBS 153.00-168.00
Feeder Pigs Oneat 9500 72.00-76.50 77.00-81.00 68.00-72.00 SLAUGHTER EWES: Good 2-3: Med. Flesh
Lambs each 95.00 140.00 Lean 85-90% lean 120-160 Ibs 85.00-100.00
Goats each 50.00 170.00 66.00-72.00 73.00-76.00 62.00-66.00 160-200 Ibs 83.00-98.00
Kid Goats each 30.00 85.00 SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1 200-300LBS 64.00-79.00
Canners Up to 69.50 1545-1750 Ibs 91.00-96.50 Utility 1-2: Thin Flesh
Cutters 70.00 74.00 CALVES: All prices per cwt. 120-160 Ibs 60.00-75.00
Utility Grade Cows 75.00 78.50 Holstein Bull Calves: Number 1 160-200 Ibs N/A
Rabbits each 5.00 35.00 95-125 Ibs 125.00-145.00 SLAUGHTER GOATS: All goats are Selec-
Chickens each 4.00 19.00 80-90 Ibs —115.00-125.00 tion 1, sold by the head, on est. weights.
Ducks each 6.00 25.00 Holstein Heifers: Number 1 Kids: 30-40 Ibs 96.00-111.00

85-100 Ibs 270.00-350.00

SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Non-Traditional Markets:

Wooled & Shorn Choice and Prime 2-3
40-60 Ibs 175.00-190.00
60-80 Ibs 170.00-189.00
80-90 lbs 172.00-187.00
90-110 Ibs 171.00-184.00
110-130 Ibs 186.00-201.00
130-150 Ibs 192.00-191.00

40-60Ibs 124.00-143.00

60-80 Ibs 137.00-158.00
80-90 Ibs n/a
90-100lbs N/A
100-110lbs N/A

Nannies/Does: 80-130 Ibs 134.00-150.00
130-180 Ibs 135.00-152.00

Bucks/Billies: 100-150 Ibs 192.00-206.00
150 250 Ibs n/a
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: The Connecticut Week Agricultural Report offers :
i affordable classified advertisements for your farm-related :
: needs. See Page 4 for details and rates, or call :
Advertising Manager Jane Slupecki at 860-713-2588
for more information.

FOR SALE
1-R. CT Christmas Tree Growers, CT Sheep Breeders and CT Beekeepers
Associations Special Insurance Packages available through Blumenthal/
Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323, 1
-888-526-8815, ddonahue01@comcast.net or www.hobbyfarmusa.com.
Farm Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive
rates. 1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net or
www.hobbyfarmusa.com, Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency.
Farm Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

4-R. Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer control,
gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-2290.

6-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases,
30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227.

9-R. Rough sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, tomato
stakes, custom and portable sawing 203-788-2430.

73-R. Rye straw clean, seedless, excellent for garden mulch.
Newly seed lawns, erosion control, animal bedding. $5.00 per bale.
50% off for 50 bales or more! 860-289-5188; 860-289-5055.

104-R. Tomato stakes, tobacco lath, landscape beams, rough cut
lumber. Staehly Products Co. LLC 860-873-9774.

111-R. Pair Black Percherons well broke with wagon and harness.
Tel. 860-871-0171. Cell 860-559-5031.

115-R. IH 986 $8,500.00. JD 750 2WD with loader $4,500.00. JD
5320 2 WD low hours $13,500.00. NH 575 baler with thrower
$11,500.00. NH 315 with thrower $5,500.00. NH 311 baler with chute,
JD 336 baler with kicker. New Pequae 11 ft. rotary rake $6,000.00.
Case IH baler same as NH 565 like new $8,500.00. Late model 190
manure spreader, tandem axle, low wear $9,000.00. JD 2 row 7000
corn planter with fertilizer $3,000.00. Tedders, rakes. NH BR730 round
baler $11,500.00. 2 Case IH 8430 round balers. 203-530-4953.

119-R. Revolution bell pepper plants — flats of 98’s and 72’s. Cab-
bage plants — flats of 98’s. Farm equipment: hand tools, seed, etc. Trac-
tors: International 684 and 574. John Deere 5105, 3910 Ford. Chevy S-
10 pickup, '72 F-500. Call Butch 860-627-0004 or 860-569-1607. 190
Wells Road, E. Windsor, CT.

120-R. Old Maple Farm has some well started pullets for sale.
Excellent for back yard flocks. 860-599-0792.

121-R. FOR SALE: Rye straw, John Deere 148 loader and frame
for 2940. Call 203-484-0664.

123-R. M.F. Model 124 hay baler. Complete for parts. $200.00.
Call 860-305-5515.

124. Texas Longhorns for sale- cows, heifers, and calves-big and
colorful. Call 860-491-4261.

MISCELLANEOUS

7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real
Estate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience and
40 years of finance. Representing both Buyers and Sellers. Call Clint
Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

118-R. Bulldozing in E. CT. Land clearing, ponds, especially for
farmers. Don Kemp Excavating, 860-546-9500.

122-R. Heavy duty brush and small tree mowing services. Special-
izing in WHIP Programs, overgrown fields, hedge row removal, drain-
age ditch maintenance or any other out of control brush or overgrowth.
Visit Burke Construction, LLC, on Facebook or
www.burkeridgeconstructionlic.com,
www.whipbrushmowingnewengland.com 860-875-0280 or 860-553-3009.

FARM-TO-SCHOOL PROGRAM UPDATE
(continued from Page 1)

Both programs require the same amount of food as a National
School Lunch Program per meal, and that is your opportunity to sell
fruit, vegetables, protein and milk to a school, summer feeding pro-
gram or wholesaler. The food service world does like portion-size,
ready-to-serve items and it does require some thought on how we
can exploit this market. We are on their radar screen, and as | learn
about the program, you will hear about it.

As we get closer to August, we will have more information for
beef producers regarding ground beef to institutions. The Regional
Dairy Beef Marketing Study is a consequence of the networking our
region’s Departments of Agriculture and the strong Northeast Re-
gional Farm to School Steering Committee communication. The
study is due back, completed in full to the partners, all the New
England Departments of Agriculture (noting that the Connecticut
Department of Agriculture was a major contributor to this project),
committing dollars and time to improving the processing and mar-
keting of our region’s ground beef to schools. We hope it is good
news. Concurrently, the Northeast Regional Steering Committee
(which | serve as the representative for the state of Connecticut) is
searching for grants for pilot programs for this beef-to-institution
initiative. | must ask you to reply to surveys and will remind you how
important this could be to your future, as we push for new markets
for you.

The Farm to School Regional Steering Committee has already
gotten some grant dollars, and we all decided as a region on pro-
jects that will help the region move forward. The Connecticut De-
partment of Agriculture will be collaborating with the Eastern Con-
necticut RC&D Council to gather information about how much CT
Grown is actually sold to schools. It is important. We need to be
able to see where we are so we can show what programs create
opportunities for you. Please take the time to fill out or respond to
these summer or fall 2011 surveys, too!

We take pride in going the extra mile for the farmers in Con-
necticut. Please contact us to get involved in one or all of these
programs. Wholesale volume and quality a must! For more informa-
tion, contact Jane Slupecki.

2011 HOME FOOD PRESERVATION WORKSHOPS
Food preservation workshops will be offered at UConn Coop-
erative Extension Centers statewide, including workshops for train-
ing canning exhibit judges. PREREGISTRATION REQUIRED, fee -
$5.00. Contact Diane Hirsch (diane.hirsch@uconn.edu, 203-407-
3163) for more information.
* Thursday, July 7, 6 pm (canning); New Haven County Center,
North Haven
* Saturday, July 9, 9:30 am (canning); 11:30 am (judging canning
exhibits); Tolland County Center, Vernon
* Wednesday, July 13, 10 am (canning); 12:30 pm (freezing fruits
and vegetables); Middlesex County Center, Haddam
* Thursday, July 14, 6 pm (judging canning exhibits); New Haven
County Center, North Haven
* Tuesday, July 19, 10 am (canning); 12:30 pm (freezing fruits and
vegetables); Windham County Center, Brooklyn
* Saturday, July 23, 9 am (canning); 11 am (judging canning exhib-
its); Litchfield County Center, Torrington

News and events from local agricultural organizations are
published on a first-come, first-served basis as space allows.
Submit concise summaries (150 words maximum) to
linda.piotrowicz@ct.gov for consideration. There is no
guarantee that submissions will be published.
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2011 FARM-TO-CHEF WEEK WILL RUN SEPT 18-24

This year’s Farm-to-Chef Week will run September 18-24,
2011. Open to all restaurants and foodservice businesses in the
state, it invites participants to create a special Farm-to-Chef menu
that showcases Connecticut Grown ingredients and wines.

This promotion is an initiative of the department’s Farm-to-Chef
Program, which connects farmers and distributors of Connecticut
Grown products with chefs and other culinary professionals. Last
year’s event attracted over 80 restaurants, caterers, schools, farms,
wineries, and other eateries. Participants created unique, diverse
menus offered at multi-course farm dinners, food-trucks, white-
tablecloth restaurants, coffee shops, school cafeterias, and ice
cream parlors. Featured Connecticut Grown ingredients included
produce, herbs, meats, seafood, dairy, maple, honey, and more.

Restaurants and food venues interested in participating can
download the guidelines and registration forms at
www.CTGrown.gov (look under featured links). The deadline to

|

register is June 30, 2011. For more information, contact Linda
Piotrowicz at Linda.Piotrowicz@ct.gov or 860-713-2558.

CONNECTICUT FARM ENERGY FAIR JULY 21, 2011

The Connecticut Farm Energy Fair will be held from 4:00 to
9:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 21, 2011, at Eastern CT State Univer-
sity. Admission for agricultural producers will be free; a light dinner
will be provided. This event will allow producers to see real, practi-
cal solutions with the latest technology available to help cut energy
costs and reduce carbon emissions. Attendees will be able to see
first-hand the opportunities for diversification in energy crops, en-
ergy generation, and steps to take for energy efficiency on the farm.
Keynote speaker will be UConn Professor Richard Parnas. His talk
entitled “How We can Produce and Use Biofuels In Connecticut” will
address what the future holds for biofuels in Connecticut.

The Connecticut Farm Energy Program is a partnership be-
tween Eastern CT RC&D Area, Inc. and USDA-Rural Development.
For more information or to register, contact Amanda Fargo-Johnson
at 860.345.3977 or CTFarmEnergy@aol.com.

CT WINE FESTIVAL SEEKS VOLUNTEERS

The Connecticut Wine Festival, scheduled for July 30-31% at
the Goshen Fairgrounds is seeking volunteers for the following ar-
eas: ticket sales, merchandise booth, wine slings (selling wine
slings at a table), handing out glasses to ticket holders, handing out
bags to ticket holders, wine runners (working in a wine building de-
livering wine and ice, involves heavy lifting), and floaters (willing to
go wherever we are lacking volunteers).

The four shift times available are Saturday, 11:15-3:30 or 2:45-
7:00, and Sunday, 11:00-3:00 or 2:30-6:30. If interested, please
contact Ginger at 860-677-8097 or Ginger@ctfoodassociation.org.

Advertising Rates: Fifteen words or less $3.75 per insertion.
For ads of more than 15 words, 25 cents per word per insertion.
Initial letters, hyphenated words, phone numbers, and addresses,
etc., are counted separately. Print or type copy. Publication on a
specific date cannot be guaranteed. Advertisements will be pub-
lished on a first-come, first-served basis. Ads must be received by
noon the Friday before a publication date to be considered for inser-
tion. Only ads of an agricultural nature with
a Connecticut phone number will be ac-
cepted. Remittance with copy required.
Make check or money order payable to the
Connecticut Department of Agriculture.
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