Connecticut Farm Wine Development Council
March, 2011

DRAFT MINUTES

Present:  Bob Pellegrino, Acting Chairman; Steven Vollweiller, Sharpe Hill Vineyards; Jamie Jones, Jones Winery; Jim Frey, Walker Road Vineyard; Jim Jerram, Jerram Vineyard; William Nail, CT Ag Experiment Station; Gary Crump, Priam Vineyards.
The meeting was called to order at 10:15.  Robert Pellegrino led the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS

Donna Woolham will coordinate the Connecticut wineries’ participation in The Big E this year.

The 2011 Passport program was discussed, as it needs to go to press in order to be ready for the season.  Five wineries have not indicated if they want their information updated.  They will be contacted ASAP; if they have not responded by the end of the week, we will use last year’s information.  Due to an addition, we will need to add four pages to the new passport.
Report from the Passport subcommittee (Gary Crump):

· One of the Grand Prize winners was unable to take the trip to Spain.  Discussion followed after addressing other issues.
· 3rd Prize will be a limo for a wine tour from Gateway Limo.  The services were donated, but the CFWDC will be responsible for the gratuity for the driver.
· The two Grand Prizes will be the two-week trips to Spain as in past years.
· Marriot has donated 15 nights (not weekends) at the Norwich Marriot for 15 2nd Prizes.
· Additional prizes for wine were discussed (4th Prizes).  Each participating winery will be requested to donate two bottles of wine, for 30 4th Prizes.  Winners will be issued a certificate, to expire on December 31, 2012, to receive their wines at the winery.

The beginning date for the Passport will be May 6; participating wineries will be able to pick them up at the May CVWA meeting.  The end date will be November 13.  They will go to print the first week of April, and the drawing will be at the December CFWDC meeting.
The Long Range Planning subcommittee currently has three members, while five are needed.  Bill Hopkins and Jim Jerram were added to the subcommittee.

NEW BUSINESS

Due to the current financial crisis in the state, future funding for the Council is in limbo.  
Specialty Crop Block Grants (SCBG) may be available for funding the Passport program in 2012.  The Connecticut Vineyard and Winery Association (CVWA) is hiring a grant writer, who may be able to assist in obtaining a SCBG.  A motion was made to approve CVWA to take to the lead on writing a grant requesting funding for the Passport program through 2014, and for Jamie Smith to submit the application.
There was brief Legislative Report.  The request to be able to sell wine at Connecticut Farmer’s Markets is not likely to be approved in this session.  Approval is likely to be granted for a second Connecticut Wine Festival.
Bill Hopkins presented the Treasurer’s report.  Remaining funds need to be spent by June 30.  It was generally agreed that some of the money should be used for advertizing for the Wine Festival.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
Respectively submitted by William Nail

