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Topics Discussed
• What is Personal Conveyance

• Why the change?
• Revised Guidance

• Unchanged Guidance

• § 395.8 Interpretation Question 26

• How to Determine Personal Conveyance
• Tools and Techniques

• 392.3
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Topics to Discuss (Continued)

• Motor carriers’ responsibilities

• Drivers’ responsibilities

• ELDs, eRODS, and AOBRDs

• Proper and improper use of personal conveyance

• Personal conveyance and roadside

• Personal conveyance vs off duty
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What is Personal Conveyance?

Personal conveyance is the movement of a commercial motor vehicle 
(CMV) for personal use while off duty. A driver may record time 
operating a CMV for personal conveyance as off-duty only when the 
driver is relieved from work and all responsibility for performing work by 
the motor carrier. 
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Why the Change?

• 20 year old guidance

• Improve flexibility

• Focus on intent of the movement
• Why is the vehicle being moved?

• Laden or unladen

• Consistent application among industry and law enforcement

• List proper use and improper use of personal conveyance
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Focus of the Revision

• Intent of the movement

• Contributing to the motor carrier’s operational readiness

• Is the movement personal in nature?
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The Revised Guidance 

• Does not establish a mileage restriction on personal conveyance

• Does not alleviate the responsibility of the motor carrier and driver 
from operating the CMV safely
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§ 395.8 Interpretation Question 26

Question 26: A driver may record time operating a CMV for personal 
conveyance (i.e., for personal use or reasons) as off-duty only when the 
driver is relieved from work and all responsibility for performing work by the 
motor carrier. The CMV may be used for personal conveyance even if it is 
laden, since the load is not being transported for the commercial benefit of 
the carrier at that time. Personal conveyance does not reduce a driver’s or 
motor carrier’s responsibility to operate a CMV safely. Motor carriers can 
establish personal conveyance limitations either within the scope of, or more 
restrictive than, this guidance, such as banning use of a CMV for personal 
conveyance purposes, imposing a distance limitation on personal 
conveyance, or prohibiting personal conveyance while the CMV is laden.
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Proper Use of Personal Conveyance

• Time spent traveling from a driver’s en route lodging (such as a motel or truck stop) to 
restaurants and entertainment facilities.

• Commuting between the driver’s terminal and his or her residence, between trailer-drop lots and 
the driver’s residence, and between work sites and his or her residence. In these scenarios, the 
commuting distance combined with the release from work and start to work times must allow the 
driver enough time to obtain the required restorative rest as to ensure the driver is not fatigued.  

• Time spent traveling to a nearby, safe location to obtain required rest after loading or unloading. 
The resting location must be the first such location reasonably available.

• Moving a CMV at the request of a safety official when the driver is in a properly designated 
resting location.
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Improper Use of Personal Conveyance

• The movement of a CMV to enhance the operational readiness of a motor 
carrier. For example, bypassing available resting locations in order to get closer 
to the next loading or unloading point or other scheduled motor carrier 
destination.

• Bobtailing or operating with an empty trailer to retrieve another load.

• Repositioning a CMV (tractor or trailer) at the direction of the motor carrier.

• Time spent transporting a CMV to a facility to have vehicle maintenance 
performed. 
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Poll Question

You conduct a roadside inspection on a driver using personal 
conveyance at the time of inspection. The driver just left the shipper 
and has been in this status for about 10 minutes. The CMV is laden 
and the driver advises you he is proceeding to a truck stop a couple of 
miles down the road to begin his rest break. However, you contact the 
motor carrier and the motor carrier informs you that company policy 
forbids drivers from using personal conveyance. 

Is this driver properly or improperly using personal conveyance?



12Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

Questions to Consider When Determining 
Personal Conveyance

The following are two questions that should be used to determine if 
time recorded as personal conveyance was off-duty time:

1. Is the driver relieved from work responsibilities by the motor carrier? 

2. Are the trip and destination personal in nature? 
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Restorative Rest

The driver and the motor carrier remain responsible for complying with 
the hours of service and operating the CMV safely.

• Observe the driver’s driving behavior

• Interview the driver

Consider 392.3- driving while ill or fatigued
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§ 392.3
Section 392.3 prohibits a driver from operating a CMV while the driver’s 
ability or alertness is so impaired, or so likely to become impaired, 
through fatigue, illness, or any other cause, as to make it unsafe for 
him/her to begin or continue to operate the CMV. 
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Tools and Techniques

• Supporting Documents

• Driver Interview

• Inspection Notes in Roadside Inspection Report
• Report to Division Office

• ELD record

• Location

• Driver annotation
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Motor Carrier’s Responsibility
• Company policy on Personal Conveyance

• Reflect guidance

• More restrictive
• Time and/or distance
• Prohibit laden vehicles from operating under personal 

conveyance

• Safety
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Driver’s Responsibility 

• Record start and end time of personal conveyance

• Comply with hours of service rules
• Driving while fatigued
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Personal Conveyance & 
Electronic Logging Devices

• ELD rule requires ELDs to have a personal conveyance feature

• Personal Conveyance feature; or

• Driver annotation at the beginning and end

The motor carrier is not required to configure the ELD to use the 
personal conveyance feature to permit the use of the CMV for personal 
use.
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Personal Conveyance &
eRODS

►Insert image of “authorized personal use” and annotation
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Personal Conveyance & 
eRODS (Continued)
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Personal Conveyance &
eRODS (Continued)
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Personal Conveyance and 
Automatic On-Board Recording Devices (AOBRDs)

AOBRDs are permitted have a fifth line that referenced personal conveyance. 

Omnitracs/Qualcomm
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Improper and Proper use of 

Personal Conveyance?
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Is this Proper Use of Personal Conveyance?
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Is this Proper Use of Personal Conveyance?
Continued
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Is this Proper Use of Personal Conveyance?
Continued
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Resources to Help Determine if the Driver
is Properly Using Personal Conveyance

• Interview Driver and or Motor Carrier

• Bill of Lading or other supporting documents in driver’s possession

• 395.11 requires drivers to produce supporting documents during a 
roadside inspection

• Mapping Software (Google Maps or PC Miler)
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Interview the Driver and or Motor Carrier

Driver Questions

• Where are you coming from / where did you pick up your load?

• Where are you delivering the load?

• Do you have your bill of lading or any supporting documents?

• Why are you operating under personal conveyance?

(Specify the date and time of the personal conveyance that your are 
referring to).
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Bill of Lading

Driver picks up load on 
previous day, going 
from Florida to Missouri
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Mapping Software

Driver claimed PC between 
Manns Spur, FL, and 
Vanceville, GA.
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Improper Use of Personal Conveyance
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Is This Proper Use of Personal Conveyance
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Motor Carrier Interview

• Does the motor carrier allow personal conveyance?
• Ask the motor carrier to explain their personal conveyance company policy

• Why did the driver operate under personal conveyance at this time?
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Proper Use of Personal Conveyance
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Personal Conveyance Vs Off Duty
The following are things to consider when determining the driver is 
operating under personal conveyance or is off duty:

• Unladen (not contributing to commerce/not under the direction of the 
motor carrier)

• Vehicle is not subject to the FMCSRs
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Personal Conveyance at 
Roadside

• Can an inspector inspect a driver that is operating under personal 
conveyance?

Yes, as long as the vehicle is subject to the FMCSRs

• Must the driver change their duty status from personal conveyance 
to on duty not driving during the inspection?

No, the driver should remain on personal conveyance status during the 
inspection
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Personal Conveyance at 
Roadside (Continued)

• If during the inspection the inspector discovers vehicle violations can 
the driver continue to operate the vehicle under personal 
conveyance?

If the violation is not an out of service violation then the driver can 
continue to operate the vehicle under personal conveyance. If the 
violation is an out of service violation then the driver cannot continue to 
operate the vehicle. 



40Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

Poll Question

You conduct a roadside inspection on a driver using personal 
conveyance at the time of inspection. The driver is five hours into a 10-
hour rest break, just left his trailer at a truck stop he was resting at, and 
advises you he is bobtailing the truck-tractor to a sheltered area a 
couple of miles away because of an incoming thunderstorm with 
potential tornado activity. 

Do you think this is a proper or improper usage of personal 
conveyance?
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Summary

• Using PC while laden or unladen = no longer a consideration as long 
as transportation is personal in nature.

• No mileage restrictions; 392.3 fatigued driving rule applies; drivers 
using PC to get safe rest area must stop at first reasonable location.

• PC feature on ELD does not have to be enabled for use of PC.

• Driver remains off-duty if roadside inspection occurs while driver is 
properly using PC.

• Drivers cannot use PC while they or their CMV are subject to OOS 
order.
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Personal Conveyance Resources

FMCSA Personal Conveyance Website:

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/hours-service/personal-
conveyance

• List of proper and improper uses of personal conveyance

Email: MCPSD@dot.gov

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/hours-service/personal-conveyance
mailto:MCPSD@dot.gov
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