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¶ There were 27 family violence homicide incidents in 2021 resulting in 36 deaths; 29 victims and seven 
offender suicides. 
 

¶ Six of the seven offenders in the murder-suicide incidents were male; five of the offenders were in an 
intimate relationship with the victim.  Five of the seven murder-suicides incidents involved a firearm. 

¶ Females accounted for 19 victims (66%), males victims totaled ten (34%). 

¶ White family violence homicide victims accounted for 52% of total victims (15). 

¶ White/non-Hispanic females accounted for the highest victim total, seven (33%). 

¶ Victims ranged in age from 16 days old (daughter) to 75 years old (wife).  The highest number of 
victims were in the 0 to 9, 30 to 39, and 50 to 59 age cohorts each with five victims.  The average age 
of female victims was 42, the average age of male victims was 36. 

¶ Most of the family violence homicide victims were in an intimate relationship with the offender, 17 of 
29 (59%). 

¶ In 2021, males were more often the offender in the family violence homicides, 19 of 27 (70%). 

¶ There were 14 white family violence offenders (52%); 12 black offenders (44%); one unknown race 
(4%). 

¶ Black/non-Hispanic males accounted for the highest offender total, seven (26%). 
 

¶ The youngest offender to commit a domestic homicide was 18 years of age (son); the oldest was 77 
years of age (husband).  The highest number of offenders was in the 20 to 29-year-old age group 
(eight).  The average age of male offenders was 42, the average age of female offenders was 36. 

¶ Firearms were the most used weapon to commit the murder, utilized in 13 incidents (48%). 

¶ March and May had the highest number of family violence homicide incidents during 2021 with six 
each.  February was the only month not to have a family violence homicide incident. 

¶ Seventeen of the family violence homicide incidents occurred in the residence shared by the victim 
and offender (63%). 

¶ During 2021, a family violence homicide occurred in 24 Connecticut municipalities.  Bridgeport had 
the highest total with three.  Enfield, Middletown, and New Haven had multiple family violence 
homicide incidents each with two. 

¶ A child under 18 years of age was involved as the victim in five family violence homicide incidents 
(19%).  A child under 18 years of age was present in five incidents (19%). 

  



¶ In 23 of the 27 incidents (85%) there were no court orders of protection either active or expired. 

¶ Twenty-one (72%) of the homicide victims and 18 (67%) of the homicide offenders had not been 
involved in a previous family violence arrest incident in the State of Connecticut. 



  

Victim Offender

Date Department Weapon Age Sex Relationship Age Sex

11/8/19 ** New Haven Hands/Fist/Feet 0 F Presently living together or have lived together 34 M

10/17/20 ** New Haven Firearm 44 F Dating 51 M

1. 1/3/21 Norwich Hands/Fist/Feet 69 F Dating 57 M

2. 1/20/21 Bridgeport Knife 36 M Other not  relative residing in home: Brother 25 M

3. 3/1/221 Middletown Firearm 48 M Dating 44 F

4. 3/7/21 New London Hands/Fist/Feet 4 M Other relative residing in home: Son 33 F

5. 3/16/21 New Haven Firearm 28 F Dating 32 F

6. 3/17/21 Danbury Other Dangerous: 1 M Other not  relative residing in home: Grandson 60 F

Fentanyl

7. 3/22/21 New Haven Firearm 28 F Dating 27 M

8. 3/27/21 Stamford Knife 50 F Other relative residing in home: Mother 25 M

9. 4/9/21 Bloomfield Firearm 39 M Dating 37 F

10. 4/10/21 Meriden Firearm 38 M Other relative residing in home: Brother 29 M

11. 5/6/21 New Canaan Firearm 75 F Spouse 77 M

12. 5/10/21 South Windsor Hands/Fist/Feet 30 F Spouse 22 M

13. 5/16/21 * Norwalk Firearm 55 F Spouse 56 M

14. 5/20/21 Middletown Knife 53 F Other relative residing in home: Mother 18 M

15. 5/20/21 New Britain Hands/Fist/Feet 67 F Dating 64 M

16. 5/28/21 * Windsor Locks Firearm 44 F Spouse 55 M

17. 6/17/21 * Westport Other Dangerous: 7 F Other relative residing in home: Daughter 46 F

Drowning

18. 7/22/21 Guilford Other Dangerous: 42 F Spouse 45 M

Axe

19. 8/8/21 Enfield Knife 71 F Other relative residing in home: Grandmother 22 F

20. 8/8/21 Enfield Knife 63 M Presently living together or have lived together 22 F

21. 8/29/21 * North Haven Firearm 72 M Other not  relative residing in home: Brother 67 M

22. 9/9/21 Bridgeport Firearm 19 F Dating 25 M

23. 9/9/21 Bridgeport Firearm 59 M Other not  relative residing in home: Uncle 25 M

24. 10/20/21 * West Haven Knife 41 F Presently living together or have lived together 47 M

25. 11/9/21 Ansonia Knife 34 F Spouse 28 M

Other Dangerous:

Axe

26. 11/18/21 CSP-Griswold Hands/Fist/Feet 1 Month M Other relative residing in home: Son 35 F

27. 12/3/21 West Hartford Hands/Fist/Feet 16 Days F Other relative residing in home: Daughter 34 M

28. 12/12/221 * Simsbury Firearm 57 F Spouse 59 M

29. 12/13/21 * Hartford Firearm 20 F Dating 19 M

* Murder-Suicide ** Known to Police in 2021 CSP=Connecticut State Police

Note: The above list includes incidents submitted to the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection prior to May 6, 2022.

Included in the list are tw o incidents that became know n to police in 2021.  These incidents are not included in the 2021 statistics.

2021 State of Connecticut Family Violence Homicides



 
 

Summaries of family violence homicides occurring in Connecticut during calendar year 2021 are presented in 

this report.  Incidents are included in this report if a family or household member as defined in Connecticut 

General Statute 46b-38a (2) was arrested for the crime as of May 6, 2022.  "Family or household member" 

means any of the following persons, regardless of the age of such person: (A) Spouses or former spouses; (B) 

parents or their children; (C) persons related by blood or marriage; (D) persons other than those persons 

described in subparagraph (C) of this subdivision presently residing together or who have resided together; (E) 

persons who have a child in common regardless of whether they are or have been married or have lived 

together at any time; and (F) persons in, or who have recently been in, a dating relationship.  These homicides 

have been matched against offenses reported via Uniform Crime Reports.  Any homicide circumstance 

information provided is derived from newspaper accounts or other publicly available sources. 

In 2021 there were 27 family violence homicide incidents involving 29 victims.  The total number of deaths 

from these incidents was 36 including seven offender suicides.  These numbers do not include homicides from 

previous years for which the offenders were arrested in 2021.  During 2021, one arrest was made for a 2019 

incident and one arrest for a 2020 incident. The first full calendar year of collected family violence data was 

1987.  The number of family violence homicide victims ranged from a low of 15 in 2016 to a high of 32 in 1989.  

Between 1987 and 2021, there have been 847 recorded family violence homicide victims, an average of 24 per 

calendar year.  The numbers listed below may be different from previously published reports.  In some cases, 

the offenders were arrested after publication of the data. 
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In 2021 females were more often the victim of a family homicide than males.  Of the 29 victims, 19 (66%) were 

female and 10 (34%) were male.  Fifteen (52%) of the 2021 homicide victims were White, 11 (38%) were Black, 

1 was Asian (3%), 1 was American Indian (3%), 1 was Unknown (3%).  White/non-Hispanic females accounted 

for the highest victim total, seven victims (24%). 

 

 

  

# % # % # %

Victims  Victims Victims  Victims Victims  Victims

White/non-Hispanic 5 17% 7 24% 12 41%

White/Hispanic 1 3% 2 7% 3 10%

White/Not Recorded - - - - - -

Total White 6 21% 9 31% 15 52%

Black/non-Hispanic 4 14% 6 21% 10 34%

Black/Hispanic - - - - - -

Black/Not Recorded - - 1 3% 1 3%

Total Black 4 14% 7 24% 11 38%

American Indian/non-Hispanic - - 1 3% 1 3%

American Indian/Hispanic - - - - - -

American Indian/Not Recorded - - - - - -

Total American Indian - - 1 3% 1 3%

Asian/non-Hispanic - - 1 3% 1 3%

Asian/Hispanic - - - - - -

Asian/Not Recorded - - - - - -

Total Asian - - 1 3% 1 3%

Unknown/non-Hispanic - - - - - -

Unknown/Hispanic - - 1 3% 1 3%

Unknown/Not Recorded - - - - - -

Total Unknown - - 1 3% 1 3%

Total 10 34% 19 66% 29 100%

Victims by Gender and Race/Ethnicity
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Males were more often the offender in family violence homicide incidents.  Nineteen offenders were male 

(70%) while eight were female (30%).  Fourteen (52%) of the 2021 homicide offenders were White, while 12 

(44%) were Black, and 1 (4%) was Unknown race.  Black/non-Hispanic males accounted for the highest 

offender total, seven offenders (26%). 

 

  

Race/Ethnicity Male Female Total

# % # % # %

Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders Offenders

White/non-Hispanic 6 22% 3 11% 9 33%

White/Hispanic 3 11% - - 3 11%

White/Not Recorded - - 2 7% 2 -

Total White 9 33% 5 19% 14 52%

Black/non-Hispanic 7 26% 3 11% 10 37%

Black/Hispanic - - - - - -

Black/Not Recorded 2 7% - - 2 7%

Total Black 9 33% 3 11% 12 44%

American Indian/non-Hispanic - - - - - -

American Indian/Hispanic - - - - - -

American Indian/Not Recorded - - - - - -

Total American Indian - - - - - -

Asian/non-Hispanic - - - - - -

Asian/Hispanic - - - - - -

Asian/Not Recorded - - - - - -

Total Asian - - - - - -

Unknown/non-Hispanic - - - - - -

Unknown/Hispanic - - - - - -

Unknown/Not Recorded 1 4% - - 1 4%

Total Unknown 1 4% - - 1 4%

Total 19 70% 8 30% 27 100%

Offenders by Gender and Race/Ethnicity
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A total of 20 offenders were arrested (74%).  Seven offenders committed suicide (26%).  Five murder-suicide 

incidents involved participants in an intimate relationship, all five victims were female.  Six of the seven 

offenders of murder-suicide incidents were male, and one was female.  Five of the seven murder-suicide 

incidents involved a firearm; one incident involved hands/fists/feet and another involved a drowning. 

 

Between 1987 and 2020, 196 suspected offenders have committed suicide, an average of six per calendar 

year.  The number of offender suicides ranged from a high of 10 in 1999 to a low of three in 2001, 2002, 2014, 

2017 and 2019. 
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Most of the homicide victims, a total of 17 (59%), were in an intimate relationship with the offender.  The 17 

intimate victims included seven spouses (all female), eight dating (6 female-2 male), and two presently living 

together or have lived together (1 female-1 male).  Overall, 14 intimate victims were female and three were 

male. 

 

Twelve victims (41%) of the homicides involved people in a non-intimate relationship.  Seven non-intimate 

victims were male; relationships included three brothers, two son, one grandson, one uncle.  Five non-

intimate victims were female; two mothers, two daughters, one grandmother.   
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A weapon is defined as any object, instrument, device or part of the anatomy used in an attack.  If more than 

one weapon was reported being used, all weapons are counted in the following chart.  In the 27 family 

violence homicide incidents, firearms were the most used weapon, 13 incidents (48%).  Other weapons 

included knives, seven incidents (26%); hands, fists, feet, six incidents (22%); other dangerous weapons four 

incidents (15%) which included an axe (two incidents), drowning (one incident), and fentanyl (one incident). 

 

Prior to calendar year 2000, the details of family violence homicides that resulted in no arrest due to the 

suicide of the offender were not captured. The following chart illustrates the total number of family violence 

incidents by weapon used where incident details were captured.  If more than one weapon was reported 

being used, all weapons are counted in the graph below. 
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