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Since you have been learning about regulations both federal and state, we 

thought we would open with something about the Federal Act established in 

1973.   There was no mandate to state, but many states have adopted state 

regulations.  Money in the form of grants is provided to states and individuals 

for the conservation of threatened and endangered species.  All 50 states have 

regulatory protection for T/E animals, but only some have protection for plants 

(like CT). Language for the State act was modeled after the federal act
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Compare state/fed. Ultimate goal is recovery – mandates for recovery plans. 

Prohibit sale, trade, take

Allows for designation of critical habitats

Eagles, recovered sufficiently to delist in June 2007.  Still protected under Eagle 

Act (and state ESA). 
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Purpose: To conserve, protect, restore and enhance any endangered or 

threatened species and essential habitats.

Requires that any action authorized, funded or performed by state agencies 

cannot threaten the continued existence of any state endangered or state 

threatened species
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First regulatory list of species accepted in 1992, currently 342 listed species

All federally listed species in CT are also state listed.

Dep is mandated to review the list every five years (see date on brochure is 

2004, this is the current and most recent list). Taxonomic Advisory Committees 

and regional experts review existing data on species status and provide 

recommendations for updating the list .  Currently waiting for approval of more 

recent changes.  Will be update on the DEP Web page. 
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Many taxonomy changes this time around.

6



Many state listed species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates 

and plants depend on freshwater wetland habitats including swamps, marshes, 

bogs, floodplains, vernal pools, riparian zones…

Image by Peter Picone. 
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King rail.
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The Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB) was established in 1982 as a 

cooperative project between the Nature Conservancy and the Department of 

Environmental Protection.

It is the central repository for information on state listed species

Maintains information on the status of 342 state listed species of plants and 

animals, including invertebrates, and 55+ significant natural communities

Collect and map observations of state listed species, including data on 

abundance, habitats, reproductive health, and possible threats

In general, the federal govrnment does not track locations of federally listed 

species, but depends on the states to do this
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Rely heavily on outside supporters who submit data.
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In order to help state agencies, residents… comply with ESA, developed maps 

as a prescreening tool.   Important to use the most recent version. Always check 

back.
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Clipped version of NDDB Map. Listed Species and natural communities in 

shaded areas (blobs).  Instructions in the “To use Map” section.  Notice the Map 

Date circled in Red. 
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Check out all the links on the left.  See the link for the MAPS (next slide). 
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Interactive viewer and data download pages.   Encourage everyone to take 

advantage of this.
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We no longer mail maps to the towns, but availability on the web has provided 

broader public access.  
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Nancy take over.
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Darcy will explain the last two bullets. 
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Included in handouts.  
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Good overview site map with land marks and site labeled.
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Savannah Sparrow (SC). Grassy fields with dense, low growing vegetation.  

Build nest close to ground in vegetation. Declining due to loss of grassland 

habitat to mowing, growth of forests, suburban development.

Swamp lousewort (T). Grows in moist fields, swamp edges, wet ground, wet 

meadows, open swamps, stream edges. 
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LEAN - New forms- require more info up front from requesters so that we can 

make better decisions.
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Not to be confused with “essential habitats” identified in State Endangered 

Species Act,  or “critical habitats” designated under the Federal ESA. 
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Alluvial marsh, floodplain forest, Acidic Atlantic white Cedar Swamp, Poor 

Fen.   Mapping mostly done by aerial photo interpretation.
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Example of publication – Habitat management guidelines for amphibians and 
reptiles in the northeastern united states. 

Recommendations from herpetologists and ecologists. Keep the common 
species common, restore/maintaining important habitats. 

Organized by habitat type
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One of top threats
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