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ZKLFK�KDV�´ULÁLQJµ�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH�
to assist in the accuracy of a 
single projectile, called a bullet

����%XWW�VWRFN��ZKLFK�ÀWV�LQWR�WKH�
VKRRWHU·V�VKRXOGHU�IRU�ÀULQJ��

6WRFN
The barrel and action are 

mounted on the rifle stock. The 
stock may be made from various 
materials such as:
��ZRRG
��ODPLQDWHG�ZRRG
���V\QWKHWLF�PDWHULDO��EODFN�RU�
FDPRXÁDJH�SODVWLF�DQG�RWKHU�
PDWHULDOV�
The butt stock is the portion that 

extends from the grip rearward. 
The four varieties of stock designs 
are:

WDUJHW��)LUHDUPV�PD\�EH�HTXLSSHG�
with different kinds of sights. 

7ULJJHU�*XDUG� a loop that 
surrounds the trigger of a firearm 
to help prevent an unintended 
pulling of the trigger.

Trigger: a small curved lever 
that when pulled activates the 
firing mechanism of the gun to 

fire a cartridge. 
0DJD]LQH� a 

storage device 
for holding 
additional 
cartridges. 
)LUHDUPV�PD\�
have different 
kinds of 

magazines. 
6DIHW\� a mechanical device 

designed to help prevent the 
unintended firing of a gun. 
6DIHW\�GHYLFHV�YDU\�LQ�GHVLJQ�DQG�
operation and may be located at 
different places on a firearm. 

/HVVRQ����5LÁHV��6KRWJXQV�
and Handguns

,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ�ZLOO�
���'LVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�ULÁHV��

shotguns and handguns.

.H\�)HDWXUHV�RI�WKH�5LÁH
The three important features of 

the rifle are: 
����/RQJ�

barrel 
�IURP����WR�
28 inches 
RU�PRUH���

����%RUH��

/HVVRQ����3DUWV�RI�)LUHDUPV
,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ�\RX�ZLOO�

���1DPH�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�SDUWV�RI�
ÀUHDUPV�

,GHQWLÀFDWLRQ�RI� 
Firearm Parts

A firearm is made up of the 
following parts. 

6WRFN� made of wood, plastic or 
RWKHU�PDWHULDOV��,W�LV�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�
firearm the other parts are attached 
to and is held against the shoulder 
ZKHQ�ILULQJ�WKH�JXQ��,W�DOVR�LV�FDOOHG�
a “buttstock” or “shoulder stock.” 

%DUUHO� a long metal tube the 
bullet or shot travels through when 
a cartridge is fired. 

5HFHLYHU� the back end of 
the barrel where the cartridge is 
inserted in preparation for firing.

0X]]OH� the front end of the 
barrel, opposite the receiver, where 
the bullet or shot will exit when a 
cartridge is fired. 

$FWLRQ�  the set of moving 
parts that load, fire and unload 
the firearm. Guns come with 
different types of actions. 

6LJKW� a device mounted on 
the barrel of a firearm that guides 
D�VKRRWHU·V�H\H�ZKHQ�DLPLQJ�DW�D�

Pistol Grip

Chapter Three 

PARTS AND FEATURES OF FIREARMS 
*RDO��7R�LQWURGXFH�EDVLF�ÀUHDUP�DQG�KXQWLQJ�VDIHW\�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�

5LÁH

Military-style Pistol Grip
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%DUUHO�DQG�%RUH
The “bore” of a firearm is the 

hole cut through the center of the 
barrel during the manufacturing 
process, making it basically a 
long metal tube.

5LÁLQJ
5LIOLQJ�LV�D�WHUP�IRU�WKH�

“grooves” that are cut into the 
inside surface of the rifle barrel in a 
turning pattern to the right or left, 
making the bullet spin, which helps 
keep the bullet stable during flight.

Because of the long barrel and 
rifling, a modern rifle is capable of 
accurately hitting targets located 
����\DUGV�DZD\�RU�PRUH�µ�$FFXUDF\�
is one reason hunters use a rifle to 
hunt big game such as pronghorn, 
deer and elk.  

&DOLEHU
The caliber of a rifle or handgun 

barrel 
is the measurement of the bore 
diameter from land to land, 
measured in inches or millimeters.

)RU�H[DPSOH��D�����FDOLEHU�ULIOH�
EDUUHO�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�GLVWDQFH�RI�����
inches from land to opposite land. 

Depending on the manufacturer, 
a cartridge may be classified by the 
bore diameter, groove diameter or 
bullet diameter. 

The diameter of the bullet for a 
rifled barrel is nearly equal to the 
measured distance from groove to 
JURRYH��,W�LV�D�YHU\�WLJKW�ILW���

When a bullet passes through 
a barrel, the lands cut grooves 
into the bullet, as shown in the 
illustrations.

%DUUHO�6WDPS

Straight or 
English Stock

Thumb hole

RIFLE AND HANDGUN CALIBERS

.45, .458  

 

 

 

 

.44, .444

.40, 10mm

.357, .38, 9mm

.30, .30-06, .308,  

.32, 7.62mm, 8mm

.270. .280, 7mm

.22, .223, .25, 

5.56mm, 6mm

The circles show bore sizes of common calibers. 

Having the same bore size does not mean 

different cartridges are interchangeable

 

Land

Groove
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particular rifle barrel and the 
name of the manufacturer are 
stamped on the outside of the barrel 
during the manufacturing process. 

Always match the correct 
DPPXQLWLRQ�WR�D�ILUHDUP��8VLQJ�WKH�
wrong cartridge can damage the 
firearm and may result in serious 
injury and possibly death for the 
shooter and bystanders.

5LÁH�6LJKWV
A rifle sight system is used for 

pinpoint aiming at a target.
The three types of sights for 

rifles are:
��7HOHVFRSLF�VLJKW�RU�VFRSH
���,URQ�VLJKWV��ZKLFK�LQFOXGH� 

o Open sight or scope 
R��3HHS�RU�DSHUWXUH�VLJKWV��IURQW�
DQG�UHDU�

Personal preference will determine 
what type of sight to mount on a 
rifle. Telescopic sights or scopes 
are easy to use. The magnification 
allows the shooter to better see the 
target. Plus, scopes put the aiming 
point and the target on the same 
focal plane, which aids in accurate 
VKRW�SODFHPHQW��6FRSHV�DUH�DOVR�
a good choice for people with 
impaired vision.

.H\�)HDWXUHV�RI�WKH�6KRWJXQ
A shotgun is similar to a rifle in 

that it has:
���$�ORQJ�EDUUHO��IURP����WR����
LQFKHV�RU�PRUH�

��$�VKRXOGHU�VWRFN��
)RU�WKDW�UHDVRQ��ERWK�VKRWJXQV�

and rifles are called “long guns.” 
However, a shotgun is 

different than a rifle because the 
ERUH�LV�VPRRWK�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH��,W�
has no rifling.

The basic purpose of the 
shotgun is to produce a rapidly 
widening pattern of shot. The 
shotgun is effective for hunting 
game birds in flight, such 
as doves, pheasants, quail, 
woodcock, ducks and geese, or 

rabbits and squirrels 
on the run. 

6PRRWKERUH
The smoothbore 

shotgun is ideal 
for firing shotgun 
projectiles known as 
´VKRW�µ�6KRW�XVXDOO\�
consists of round pellets 
made of:
��/HDG
��6WHHO
��7XQJVWHQ
��%LVPXWK

The size of the shot 
and the kind of material it is made 
of determine its use. 

%LUGVKRW�DQG�%XFNVKRW
A shotgun cartridge may 

be loaded with “birdshot” and 
contain hundreds of tiny pellets. 
The same shotgun cartridge 
loaded with “buckshot” may 
contain only a few pellets, because 
they are so much larger than 
birdshot. 

*DXJH
The measure of a shotgun bore 

diameter is known as its “gauge.” 
6WDQGDUG�JDXJHV�IRU�VKRWJXQV�³
largest to smallest—are: 
�����JDXJH
�����JDXJH�
�����JDXJH
�����JDXJH
�����JDXJH

A shotgun barrel is “gauged” 
by how many round lead balls of 
the same diameter as the bore it 
takes to equal one pound. 

There is also a .410 shotgun, 
which is not a gauge but rather a 
FDOLEHU�PHDVXUHPHQW��,I�WKH������
caliber shotgun bore is measured 

Telescopic sight or scope

Peep or Apterture sights 
(front and rear)

Land

Groove

Smoothbore.5LÀHG�EDUUHO�

1RWH��2QO\�QRQWR[LF�VKRW�PD\�EH�
XVHG�ZKHQ�KXQWLQJ�ZDWHUIRZO��
%XFNVKRW�PD\�EH�XVHG�WR�KXQW�
GHHU�LQ�VRPH�VWDWHV��EXW�LV�
LOOHJDO�LQ�RWKHU�VWDWHV��&KHFN�
WKH�UHJXODWLRQV�LQ�\RXU�VWDWH�RU�
SURYLQFH�

Open sights (front and rear)

Shotgun
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as a gauge, the result would be 
a 68 gauge.

&KRNH
At the muzzle end of the 

shotgun barrel is a “choke.” The 
purpose of the shotgun choke is 
to control shot patterns for when 
you are shooting at closer or more 
GLVWDQW�JDPH��)RXU�FRPPRQO\�
recognized choke sizes are:
��&\OLQGHU�ERUH³QR�FKRNH
���,PSURYHG�F\OLQGHU³SURGXFHV�

slightly tighter patterns than  
no choke

���0RGLÀHG�F\OLQGHU³SURGXFHV�
an even tighter pattern and 
increases range over the two 
previous chokes

���)XOO�FKRNH³YHU\�WLJKW�FKRNH�IRU�
tight shot patterns out to greater 
distance
6KRWJXQ�EDUUHOV�PD\�EH�

equipped with different types of 
chokes including: 

��À[HG
��YDULDEOH
��LQWHUFKDQJHDEOH�

%DUUHO�6WDPS
The cartridge classification 

of a particular shotgun barrel 
- including gauge, maximum 
cartridge length and the name of 
the manufacturer - is stamped on 
the outside of the barrel during 
the manufacturing process. 

Always match the correct 
DPPXQLWLRQ�WR�D�ILUHDUP��8VLQJ�
the wrong cartridge can damage 
the firearm and may result in 
serious injury and possibly death 
for the shooter and bystanders.

6KRWJXQ�6LJKW

The shotgun has 
a front sight and a “rib” that 

extends from the breech 
to the muzzle to help with 
accurate shot placement. 
There is no rear sight on a 
shotgun barrel. 

Interchangeable chokes

SHOTGUN GUAGE SIZESRIFLE AND HANDGUN CALIBERS

.45, .458 10 Guage 
.775”

12 Guage 
.725”

16 Guage 
.665”

20 Guage 
.615”

28 Guage 
.545”

.410 Bore 
.410”

.44, .444

.40, 10mm

.357, .38, 9mm

.30, .30-06, .308,  

.32, 7.62mm, 8mm

.270. .280, 7mm

.22, .223, .25, 
5.56mm, 6mm

The circles show bore sizes of common calibers. 

Having the same bore size does not mean 

different cartridges are interchangeable

Sizes shown are the minimum inside bore 

diameter with a tolerance of +0.020”.  

Data is presented courtesy of SAAMI. 

10 yards 20 yards 30 yards 40 yards

Variable Choke

Fixed Choke

Cylinder Bore

Improved Cylinder

0RGL¿HG�&\OLQGHU

Full Choke
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.H\�)HDWXUHV�RI�WKH�
Handgun

The handgun, also called a 
pistol, has the following features:
���$�VKRUW�EDUUHO��OHVV�WKDQ����
LQFKHV��

���$�ULÁHG�ERUH��ZKLFK�DLGV�LQ 
accuracy by causing the bullet to 
VSLQ�LQ�ÁLJKW�WR�WKH�WDUJHW��

���$�JULS��LQVWHDG�RI�D�VKRXOGHU�
VWRFN���ZKLFK�LV�KHOG�E\�WKH�KDQG�
operating the trigger. 

%DUUHO�
6WDPS

Like the 
rifle and 
shotgun, 
cartridge 
classification for the handgun is 
stamped on the gun barrel.

A handgun fires a single 
projectile.

Because of its short barrel, 
the handgun is accurate at much 
shorter distances than a rifle.

9DULDWLRQV�RQ�*XQV� 
DQG�$PPXQLWLRQ

6RPH�ULIOHV��VKRWJXQV�DQG�
handguns are designed by 
the manufacturer to accept 
interchangeable barrels or they may 
fire different kinds of ammunition. 

)RU�H[DPSOH��WKHUH�DUH�
cartridges for use in rifles and 
handguns that are loaded with 
shot pellets. When fired from 
a rifle or handgun, these shot 
cartridges may be effective for 
hunting varmints, such as mice 
and rats.

Also, a smoothbore shotgun 
may be loaded with a cartridge 
that has a single projectile, known 
as a “slug.” The slug cartridge can 
be effective for hunting deer, but 
only at close distances — 25 to 50 
yards — because the smoothbore 
has no rifling to support accurate 
bullet travel over longer distances. 

6RPH�VKRWJXQV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�
to accept different barrels. The 
smoothbore barrel may be 

removed from the shotgun and 
replaced with a rifled barrel that 
fires a cartridge with a single 
projectile. A “saboted slug” fired 
from a rifled shotgun barrel can 
be accurate on targets such as deer 
out to 100 yards or more.  

Gun manufacturers produce 
DQ�RZQHU·V�PDQXDO�IRU�HYHU\�
ILUHDUP�PDGH��5HDG�WKH�RZQHU·V�
manual to learn what ammunition 
is appropriate for that firearm, 
how the gun operates and how to 
PDLQWDLQ�LW�SURSHUO\��,I�WKH�RZQHU·V�
manual for a firearm is missing, 
ILQG�LW�RQOLQH�DW�WKH�PDQXIDFWXUHU·V�
website or contact the manufacturer 
for a free replacement.

Additionally, state and federal 
laws govern the use of firearms and 
ammunition for hunting purposes. 

:KHQ�¿ULQJ�D�VKRWJXQ��WKH�VKRRWHU�
SRLQWV²GRHV�QRW�DLP²WKH�
VKRWJXQ�DW�WKH�WDUJHW��3RLQWLQJ�
UHTXLUHV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�WDUJHW�VR�
\RX�FDQ�UHVSRQG�WR�LWV�PRYHPHQW��
$LPLQJ�UHTXLUHV�HTXDO�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�
WDUJHW�DQG�WKH�JXQ�VLJKWV��

When hunting with a handgun, you should 
use some kind of rest to steady the gun. 

$OZD\V�PDWFK�WKH�FRUUHFW�
DPPXQLWLRQ�WR�D�¿UHDUP��8VLQJ�WKH�
ZURQJ�FDUWULGJH�FDQ�GDPDJH�WKH�
¿UHDUP�DQG�PD\�UHVXOW�LQ�VHULRXV�
LQMXU\�DQG�SRVVLEO\�GHDWK�IRU�WKH�
VKRRWHU�DQG�E\VWDQGHUV�

Read the owner’s manual to learn what 
ammunition is appropriate to use with 
\RXU�¿UHDUP�



   

�����2XWGRRU�5RDGPDS�+XQWHU�6DIHW\�7UDLQLQJ���Take your Hunter Ed online & earn $100 in Rewards. Go to: www. Outdoorroadmap.com/HunterEd 

operates automatically each time 
the trigger is pulled to fire, eject and 
load another cartridge for repeat 
firing. This type of firearm action 
has one barrel attached to the frame 
and uses the pressure from the gas 
of a fired cartridge to activate a 
spring-loaded mechanism to extract 
the spent cartridge and load a new 
cartridge from a magazine.

5HYROYHU action is usually found 
on a handgun and consists of a 
cylinder with separate chambers 
for cartridges. By pulling back on 
the hammer the cylinder rotates, 
placing a cartridge in line for firing 
single action. On double action 
revolvers, pulling the trigger 
rotates the cylinder to line up a new 
cartridge and fire the gun. 

/HVVRQ����/RFDWLRQ�DQG�8VH�
RI�)LUHDUP�6DIHWLHV

,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ�\RX�ZLOO�
���([SODLQ�XVH�RI�WKH�ÀUHDUP�VDIHW\�

mechanism.

These laws support hunter safety 
and also wildlife conservation, 
ensuring fair chase and a clean, 
quick kill of game animals.  

/HVVRQ����7\SHV�RI�)LUHDUP�
$FWLRQV

,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ�\RX�ZLOO�
���,GHQWLI\�WKH�ÀYH�W\SHV�RI�ÀUHDUP�

actions.

+RZ�GRHV�D�ÀUHDUP�ZRUN"
A gun is a tool that fires 

cartridges. The “action” of the gun 
LV�ZKDW�PDNHV�D�ILUHDUP�ZRUN��,W�LV�
the set of moving parts that load, 
fire and unload the firearm.

Throughout history, many 
different kinds of actions have been 
invented. This course recognizes 
five types of firearm actions for 
rifles and shotguns most commonly 
used by hunters.
���+LQJHG�)UDPH�RU�%UHDN�2SHQ 

Action
��%ROW�$FWLRQ
��/HYHU�$FWLRQ
��6OLGH�RU�3XPS�$FWLRQ�
��6HPL�$XWRPDWLF�$FWLRQ�

+LQJHG�)UDPH�RU�%UHDN�2SHQ�
$FWLRQ is a firearm that has one 
or more barrels that pivot on the 
frame, opening and closing the 
action for loading, unloading 
and extracting cartridges. This 
is a firearm that can be loaded 
ZLWK�FDUWULGJHV�DQG�ILUHG�RQFH��RU�
twice depending on the number of 
EDUUHOV���DQG�WKHQ�PXVW�EH�UHORDGHG�
manually. There is no magazine 
included in this type of action for 
holding extra cartridges to support 
repeat firing.

%ROW�$FWLRQ is a firearm 
mechanism that has a handle or 
bolt that is pulled up and back 
to open the action and pushed 
forward and down to close the 
action, which loads, unloads and 
extracts cartridges. This firearm has 
one barrel attached to the frame 
with an action designed for manual 
repeat loading, firing and reloading 
of cartridges from a magazine 
containing additional cartridges.

/HYHU�$FWLRQ operates when a 
lever under the receiver is pushed 
down to open the action and extract 
a cartridge. When the lever is 
pushed up, it loads a new cartridge 
from a tubular magazine. This 
firearm has one barrel attached to 
the frame with an action designed 
for manual repeat loading, firing 
and reloading of cartridges from 
a magazine containing additional 
cartridges.

6OLGH�$FWLRQ, also called “pump 
action,” has a moveable forend 
connected to the bolt in the receiver. 
0RYLQJ�WKH�IRUHQG�WR�WKH�UHDU�RSHQV�
the action and ejects a cartridge. 
0RYLQJ�WKH�IRUHQG�WRZDUG�WKH�
muzzle loads a new cartridge and 
closes the action. This firearm has 
one barrel attached to the frame 
with an action designed for manual 
repeat loading, firing and reloading 
of cartridges from a magazine 
containing additional cartridges.

6HPL�$XWRPDWLF firearm action 

slide or pump action

semi-automatic action

bolt action

lever action 

hinged-frame or break-open action
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The “safety” or “safety catch” 
on a firearm is a mechanical 
device designed to help prevent 
the unintended discharge of a 
firearm. The basic purpose of the 
firearm safety is to support safe 
firearms handling. 

Because the firearm safety is 
a mechanical device, it can fail. 
Always follow basic firearm 
safety rules.

There are two categories of 
safeties: 
��,QWHUQDO�6DIHW\
��0DQXDOO\�2SHUDWHG�6DIHW\

,QWHUQDO�)LUHDUP�6DIHW\
An internal safety is built into 

the firearm action to help prevent 
an unintended discharge. This kind 
of safety typically requires no effort 
by the user and may be difficult to 

locate or may be out of sight. The 
purpose of the internal safety is to 
help prevent the gun from firing 
when the trigger is not pulled, for 
example, if the gun is dropped.

0DQXDOO\�2SHUDWHG� 
)LUHDUP�6DIHW\

The manually operated firearm 
safety may be a button or knob the 
XVHU�PXVW�PRYH�IURP�WKH�´6$)(µ�
SRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�WR�
turn the safety on or off. 

The trigger on a gun can be 
activated with only a slight touch 
from a finger or an object such as 
FORWKLQJ�RU�D�WZLJ��)RU�WKDW�UHDVRQ��
)XQGDPHQWDO�)LUHDUP�6DIHW\�5XOH�
���VWDWHV��7ULJJHU�ILQJHU³NHHS�
your finger outside the trigger 
guard until ready to shoot.

The manually operated firearm 
safety, like the trigger guard, helps 
to prevent an unintended discharge 
of the gun if the trigger is touched 
by mistake. 

The design and location of a 
manually operated firearm safety 
varies by firearm manufacturer 

and type of gun. The safety may be 
on the front or rear of the trigger 
guard, on the side of the receiver, 
on the stock, etc.

Also, the manufacturer may 
have designed the safety with a 
security system that allows the 
owner to lock the system in the 
“safe” position with a special key. 

'HWHUPLQLQJ�6DIH� 
and Fire Positions

0DQXDOO\�RSHUDWHG�VDIHWLHV�
are visible and designed 
to allow the user to know 
by touch and by sight if 
WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
RU�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ��)RU�
example, the safety may 
extend beyond the frame 
to the left or right or be in a 
forward or reverse position 
IRU�´6$)(µ�RU�´),5(�µ

)LUHDUP�PDQXIDFWXUHUV�
might label the safety with 

WKH�ZRUGV�´6$)(µ�DQG�´),5(�µ

They might use an abbreviation 
´6µ�IRU�´6$)(µ�DQG�´)µ�IRU�´),5(�µ

Or they might use a color code 
WR�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�´6$)(µ�
with a green or white dot or ring 
and with a red dot or ring to 
indicate that the gun is ready to 
´),5(µ³WKH�VDIHW\�LV�RII�

���Assume�HYHU\�JXQ�LV�ORDGHG�
�� Control the muzzle²SRLQW�JXQV�
LQ�D�VDIH�GLUHFWLRQ�

�� TULJJHU�¿QJHU²NHHS�\RXU�¿QJHU�
RXWVLGH�WKH�WULJJHU�JXDUG�XQWLO�
UHDG\�WR�VKRRW�

�� Target²EH�VXUH�RI�\RXU�WDUJHW�
DQG�ZKDW�OLHV�EH\RQG�

,Q�WKH�³6$)(´�SRVLWLRQ��WKH�VDIHW\�
KHOSV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�JXQ�IURP�¿ULQJ�
LI�WKH�WULJJHU�LV�WRXFKHG�E\�PLVWDNH��
,Q�WKH�³),5(´�SRVLWLRQ�WKH�JXQ�ZLOO�
¿UH�ZKHQ�WKH�WULJJHU�LV�SXOOHG�

Manually  
Operated Safety
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Load one or more cartridges, 
GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�JXQ·V�FDSDFLW\�

Trigger finger—keep your 
finger outside the trigger guard.
&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�

The firearm is now loaded and 
will fire if the safety is placed 
LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
trigger is pulled.

&KHFN�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ��LI�WKH�JXQ�
is equipped with a manually 
operated safety.

8QORDGLQJ�WKH�+LQJHG�
Frame Firearm

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position, if the gun is equipped 
with a manually operated safety.

Whoever uses the gun has 
the personal responsibility to 
know how to operate the firearm, 
including the safety mechanism.

Lesson 5: Loading and  
8QORDGLQJ�)LUHDUPV

,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ�\RX�ZLOO�
���'HPRQVWUDWH�VDIH�KDQGOLQJ�
RI�ÀUHDUPV�IRU�ORDGLQJ�DQG�
unloading.

When hunting or target shooting 
LW·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�VDIHW\�
load and unload the firearm. 

The procedures for loading and 
unloading a firearm depend on: 
W\SH�RI�ILUHDUP��ULIOH��VKRWJXQ�DQG�
KDQGJXQ���ZKDW�NLQG�RI�DFWLRQ�
�KLQJHG�IUDPH�DFWLRQ��EROW�DFWLRQ��
lever action, pump action or semi-
DXWR�DFWLRQ���DQG�WKH�PDQXIDFWXUHU��

This section will provide 
typical methods for loading and 
unloading common types of 
ILUHDUPV��&RQVXOW�WKH�RZQHU·V�
manual from the manufacturer for 
instructions prepared specifically 
for your firearm.

+,1*('�)5$0(�25�
%5($.�23(1�$&7,21

Loading the  
+LQJHG�)UDPH�)LUHDUP

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction.

Trigger finger—keep the gun 
pointed in a safe direction.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position, if the gun is equipped with 
D�PDQXDOO\�RSHUDWHG�VDIHW\��6RPH�

hinged-frame or break-open action 
firearms do not have a manually 
operated safety.

Open the action. The firearm 
manufacturer installed a lever or 
EXWWRQ�RQ�WKH�JXQ·V�IUDPH�WKDW�
when activated will unlock the 
action. This will allow the barrel to 
swing down, exposing one or more 
chambers. This release lever or 
EXWWRQ�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�JXQ·V�
receiver, but its exact placement 
and how it operates are different 
depending on the type of gun 
�ULIOH��VKRWJXQ�RU�KDQGJXQ��DQG�WKH�
manufacturer.

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKHUH�LV�QR�
ammunition in the chamber.

&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�WR�
determine the correct ammunition 
for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
RSWLRQV��0DWFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�

the cartridge 
with the box 

and barrel 
stamp. 

5HPHPEHU��D�¿UHDUP�VDIHW\�LV�D�
PHFKDQLFDO�GHYLFH�WKDW�FDQ�IDLO�
7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�³VDIHW\´�IRU�
HYHU\�JXQ�LV�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�
KDQGOHV�LW��.QRZ�KRZ�WKH�¿UHDUP�
RSHUDWHV�DQG�DOZD\V�IROORZ�WKH�
EDVLF�¿UHDUP�VDIHW\�UXOHV�

%H�DZDUH�WKDW�D�KLQJHG�IUDPH�RU�
EUHDN�RSHQ�DFWLRQ�¿UHDUP�PD\�
KDYH�D�VSULQJ�ORDGHG�HMHFWRU�
WKDW�SURSHOV�WKH�VSHQW��HPSW\��
FDUWULGJH�RXW�RI�WKH�FKDPEHU�
ZKHQ�WKH�DFWLRQ�LV�RSHQHG��7R�
SUHYHQW�OLYH�DPPXQLWLRQ�IURP�
IDOOLQJ�LQWR�JULPH�DQG�GLUW�RU�
EHFRPLQJ�GDPDJHG�ZKHQ�VWULNLQJ�
D�KDUG�VXUIDFH��EH�SUHSDUHG�WR�
FDWFK�WKH�HMHFWHG�FDUWULGJHV��
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Open the action. 
Locate the lever for opening the 

action, open the action and eject 
the ammunition.

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

When ejecting spent or fired 
cartridges from a firearm, dispose of 
the empty cases or hulls properly or 
save them for reloading.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�
&KHFN�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�WKH�

´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ��LI�WKH�ILUHDUP�
is equipped with a manually 
operated safety.

The firearm is now ready for 
storage.

/RDGLQJ�WKH�%ROW�$FWLRQ�
)LUHDUP�ZLWK�D�%R[�7\SH�
0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction.

Trigger finger—keep your 
finger outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position.

Open the action by pulling the 
bolt up and to the rear.

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKHUH�LV�QR�
ammunition in the chamber.

Depress the magazine 
release button and at 

the same time remove the 
box-type magazine from the 

receiver.
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&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�WR�
determine the correct ammunition 
for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the 

DYDLODEOH�RSWLRQV��0DWFK�
information on the 

cartridge with the 
box and barrel 
stamp. 

Load the magazine with 
cartridges for that firearm. Never 
exceed the ammunition capacity of 
the firearm or the total number of 
cartridges allowed for hunting. 

5HSODFH�WKH�PDJD]LQH�LQ�WKH�
receiver and close the action. This 
step pushes the bolt forward, 
takes a cartridge out of the 
magazine and places it in the 
chamber for firing. 

The firearm is now loaded and 
will fire if the safety is placed 
LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
trigger is pulled.

After taking a shot, the bolt 
action firearm is reloaded by 
operating bolt up and to the rear 
and forward, closing the action with 
another cartridge in the chamber 
ready to fire.

&KHFN�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�WKH�
´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

8QORDGLQJ�WKH�%ROW�$FWLRQ�
)LUHDUP�ZLWK�D�%R[�7\SH�

0DJD]LQH
&RQWURO�WKH�

muzzle—point 
the gun in a safe 
direction.

Trigger 
finger—keep your 

finger outside the trigger guard.
3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�

position.
Open the action and remove the 

live cartridge or fired case from the 
chamber. Keep the action open.

5HPRYH�WKH�ER[�W\SH�PDJD]LQH�
from the receiver.

5HPRYH�DOO�FDUWULGJHV�IURP�WKH�
magazine and replace the empty 
magazine in the receiver.

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�SXVKLQJ�WKH�
bolt forward and down. 

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

The firearm is unloaded and 
ready for storage.
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Load cartridges, depending on 
WKH�JXQ·V�FDSDFLW\�

On other lever action 
firearms, the tube must be 
removed part way, which 
exposes a slot into which 
cartridges are placed.

Load cartridges, depending on 
WKH�JXQ·V�FDSDFLW\��1HYHU�H[FHHG�
the ammunition capacity of the 
firearm or the total number of 
cartridges allowed for hunting. 

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�DQG�WKHQ�RSHQ�
and close the action again, taking 
care to keep fingers outside of the 
trigger guard. This process takes a 
cartridge out of the magazine and 
places it in the camber, making the 
lever action firearm ready for firing.

The firearm is now loaded 
and will fire if the safety is 
SODFHG�LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�
and the trigger is pulled. 
When the gun is loaded, 
but not being shot, put the 

rifle on half-cock by holding the 
hammer securely with the thumb 
and forefinger of the nonshooting 
hand. At the same time gently 

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKHUH�LV�QR�
ammunition in the 
chamber.

&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�WR�
determine the correct ammunition 
for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
RSWLRQV��0DWFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
the cartridge with the box and 
barrel stamp. 

On some lever action firearms, 
there is a slot on the right side 
of the receiver through which to 
load the tubular magazine.

/(9(5�$&7,21�),5($50

Loading the  
/HYHU�$FWLRQ�)LUHDUP

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction.

Trigger finger—keep your 
finger outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position, if the gun is equipped 
with a manually operated safety. 
6RPH�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ILUHDUPV�GR�QRW�
have a manually operated safety. 
They may have different positions 
for the hammer to help prevent an 
unintended discharge or the lever 
must be depressed against a button 
on the frame for the gun to fire.

Locate the lever for opening 
the action. 

Open the action by inserting the 
shooting hand into the lever and 
pushing down and forward. 
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options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�
LV�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ��LI�WKH�
gun is equipped with a manually 
operated safety.

The firearm is unloaded and 
ready for storage.

6OLGH�$FWLRQ�RU�3XPS�$FWLRQ�
Firearm

The slide action or pump action 
firearm is capable of repeat firing 
and may have a tubular or a box-
type magazine. 

/RDGLQJ�WKH�3XPS�$FWLRQ�
)LUHDUP�ZLWK�D�7XEXODU�
0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position.

&KHFN�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ��LI�WKH�JXQ�
is equipped with a manually 
operated safety.

8QORDGLQJ�WKH� 
/HYHU�$FWLRQ�)LUHDUP

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³NHHS�WKH�
gun pointed in a safe direction.

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

�3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position, if the gun is equipped 
with a manually operated safety.

Open the action and eject the 
cartridge from the chamber, taking 
care that live cartridges do not fall 
into grime and dirt or strike a hard 
surface where they may become 
damaged.

Keep the action open.
)RU�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ILUHDUPV�

that load cartridges through the 
tube, remove the tube, remove 
all cartridges from the magazine 
and then replace the tube.

)RU�OHYHU�DFWLRQ�ILUHDUPV�

that load 
cartridges through the slot on 
the side of the receiver, cycle 
the action closed and open 
until all of the cartridges have 
been removed from the tubular 
magazine, taking care that 

nothing touches the trigger, and 
that the trigger finger is outside 
the trigger guard.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�SXOOLQJ�WKH�
lever to the rear and up. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 

pull the trigger with the trigger 
finger to ease the hammer down.

After taking a shot, the lever action 
firearm is reloaded by pushing 
down and forward on the lever 
and back again, closing the action 
with another cartridge in the 
chamber ready to fire.
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to point the muzzle in a safe 
GLUHFWLRQ��VR�WKDW�WKH�WULJJHU�JXDUG�
is facing up.

On the underside of the receiver 
is access to the tubular magazine. 
Depress the elevator and load 
cartridges through this opening 
by pushing them with one finger 
into the tube until the rim of the 
cartridge snaps when it passes 
the cartridge stop. Load only to 
FDSDFLW\��QHYHU�H[FHHG�WKH�JXQ·V�
capacity or the total number of 

cartridges allowed for hunting.
The firearm is now fully 

loaded and will fire if the safety is 
SODFHG�LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�
the trigger is pulled.

After taking a shot, the pump 
action firearm is reloaded by pulling 
the forend slide to the rear and 
pushing it forward, closing the 
action with another cartridge in the 
chamber ready to fire.

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

barrel stamp. 
&KHFN�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�WKH�

´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�WKHQ�WXUQ�WKH�
gun to the side to expose the open 
ejection port. Place one cartridge in 
the chamber by hand or set it on 

top of the elevator. 
Keep your finger outside of the 

trigger guard.
&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�SXVKLQJ�

the forend slide forward. 
The shotgun is loaded with one 

round in the chamber and will fire 
LI�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�
position and the trigger is pulled.

To load the tubular magazine, 
turn the firearm 
on its side or 
completely over 
�UHPHPEHU�

,I�WKH�VOLGH�DFWLRQ�ILUHDUP�KDV�
a tubular magazine, locate the 
action release button, which may 
be on the front or rear of the trigger 
guard. Locate the forend slide. 

Open the action by depressing 
the action release button and at the 
same time pulling the forend slide 
to the rear.

Look into the ejection port 
and check to see there is no 
ammunition in the chamber.

&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�WR�
determine the correct ammunition 
for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
RSWLRQV��0DWFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
the cartridge with the box and 
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&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

The firearm is unloaded and 
ready for storage.

6HPL�$XWRPDWLF�$FWLRQ�
Firearm

The semi-auto firearm is 
capable of repeat firing and may 
have a tubular or a box-type 
magazine.

/RDGLQJ�WKH�6HPL�
$XWRPDWLF�$FWLRQ�ZLWK�D�
7XEXODU�0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position.

Locate the operating handle 
on the side of the receiver. 

Open the action by pulling the 
operating handle to the rear until 
the carrier latch clicks into place, 
preventing the bolt from going 
forward. The action is open.

Push the forend slide forward 
to close the action—without a 
cartridge being loaded into the 
chamber.

Turn the gun over so the 
trigger guard is facing upward.

Put the right thumb into the 
receiver to depress the cartridge 
stop button and one-by-one release 
each of the cartridges remaining in 
the magazine. 

Turn the gun over so the trigger 
guard is again on the bottom. 
Depress the action stop button 
while pulling the forend slide to 
the rear, opening the action. 
,QVSHFW�WKH�FKDPEHU��HOHYDWRU�
and magazine tube to make 

certain there are no additional 
cartridges in the firearm.

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�SXVKLQJ�WKH�
forend slide forward. 

8QORDGLQJ�WKH�3XPS�$FWLRQ�
)LUHDUP�ZLWK�D�7XEXODU�
0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³NHHS�WKH�
gun pointed in a safe direction.

Trigger finger—keep your 
finger outside the trigger guard.

&KHFN�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�WKH�
´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

Open the action by depressing 
and holding the action lock button 

and at the same time 
pulling the forend slide 
to the rear slowly until 

the cartridge clears 
the chamber and 
is lying in the 
ejection port. 
8VH�WKH�IUHH�
hand to remove 
this cartridge. 

&RQWLQXH�SXOOLQJ�WKH�IRUHQG�
slide to the rear until a live 
cartridge pops out of the tubular 
magazine onto the elevator.

Turn the gun so that the 
cartridge drops out of the ejection 
port and into the free hand. 
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cartridges into the tubular 
magazine until the rim of each 
cartridge snaps when it passes 
the cartridge stop. Load only to 
FDSDFLW\��QHYHU�H[FHHG�WKH�JXQ·V�
capacity or the total number of 
cartridges allowed for hunting. 

The firearm is now fully 
loaded and will fire if the safety 
LV�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�
and the trigger is pulled.

After taking a shot, the semi-
auto action firearm reloads 
automatically and will fire each 
time the trigger is pulled until the 
last cartridge has been fired.

gun through the ejection port.
Keep fingers away from the 

ejection port, operating handle and 
outside the trigger guard. 

Locate the carrier release lever. 
'HSUHVVLQJ�WKLV�OHYHU�EXWWRQ�ZLOO�
close the action.

The 
firearm is loaded with 
one round in the chamber and 
will fire if the safety is placed in 

WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
trigger is pulled.

To load the tubular 
magazine, turn the firearm 
on its side or completely 
over so that the trigger 
guard is facing up.

On the underside of the 
receiver is access to the tubular 
magazine. Depress the carrier 
release lever and push additional 

Look into the ejection port 
and check to see there is no 
ammunition in the chamber.

&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�
to determine the correct 
ammunition for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI

ammunition from the available 
RSWLRQV��0DWFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
the cartridge with the box and 
barrel stamp. 

Put one cartridge of 
the correct type for this 
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&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�WR�
determine the correct ammunition 
for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
RSWLRQV��0DWFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�

cartridge with the box and 
barrel stamp. 

Put one cartridge of the correct 
type through the ejection port and 
into the chamber.

/RDGLQJ�WKH�6HPL�$XWRPDWLF�
)LUHDUP�ZLWK�D�%R[�7\SH�
0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�
the gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your 
finger outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position.

Open the action by pulling the 
operating handle fully to the rear 
until the magazine follower holds 

the bolt in place.

Look into the ejection port 
and check to see there is no 
ammunition in the chamber.

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

8QORDGLQJ�WKH�6HPL�
$XWRPDWLF�$FWLRQ�ZLWK�D�
7XEXODU�0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�
position.

Open the action by pulling the 
operating handle rearward until 
the cartridge has been removed 
from the chamber.

5HSHDW�FORVLQJ�DQG�RSHQLQJ�
the bolt until all of the cartridges 
have been removed from the 
tubular magazine.

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�UHOHDVLQJ�
the operating handle. 

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�
LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

The firearm is unloaded and 
ready for storage.
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position.
Depress the magazine latch, 

remove the magazine from the 
receiver, and place it in a secure 
location.

Pull the operating lever to the 

rear and remove the cartridge from 
the chamber.

PDJD]LQH��5HSODFH�WKH�PDJD]LQH�
in the receiver, making sure 
to hear a “click” from the 
magazine catch indicating it is 
fully inserted and secure. Never 

exceed the ammunition 
capacity of the firearm 
or the total number of 
cartridges allowed for 
hunting. 

The firearm is now fully 

loaded and will fire if the safety is 
SODFHG�LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�
the trigger is pulled.

After taking a shot, the semi-
auto action firearm reloads 
automatically and will fire each 
time the trigger is pulled until the 
last cartridge has been fired.

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�
LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

8QORDGLQJ�WKH�6HPL�
$XWRPDWLF�)LUHDUP�ZLWK�D�
%R[�7\SH�0DJD]LQH

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your 
finger outside the trigger guard.

3ODFH�WKH�VDIHW\�LQ�WKH�´6$)(µ�

Keep fingers away from the 
ejection port and outside of the 
trigger guard.

Press the bolt release to close 
the action.

The firearm is loaded with one 

round in the chamber and will fire 
LI�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�´),5(µ�
position and the trigger is pulled.

To load the box-type magazine, 
depress the magazine latch and pull 
the magazine from the receiver.

,QVHUW�OLYH�URXQGV�LQWR�WKH�
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Load one cartridge into each 
chamber.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�SXVKLQJ�
the cylinder into the frame until it 
locks in place.

The firearm is now fully loaded. 
The double action revolver will 

fire each time the trigger is pulled.
Also, the double action revolver 

can be fired single action by first 
cocking the hammer and then 
pulling the trigger.

8QORDGLQJ�WKH�'RXEOH�
$FWLRQ�5HYROYHU

&RQWURO�WKH�PX]]OH³SRLQW�WKH�
gun in a safe direction

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

Trigger finger—keep your finger 
outside the trigger guard.

Locate the cylinder release 
button on the left side of the frame 
behind the cylinder.

Pushing the cylinder release 
button while at the same time 
pushing on the cylinder will open 
the action.

Open the action.

Turn the cylinder and inspect 
each chamber from the rear to see 
that there are no cartridges in the 
firearm.

&KHFN�WKH�EDUUHO�VWDPS�WR�
determine the correct ammunition 
for this gun. 

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
RSWLRQV��0DWFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
the cartridge with the box and 
barrel stamp. 

5HPRYH�WKH�FDUWULGJHV�IURP�WKH�
magazine.

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�UHOHDVLQJ�WKH�
operating handle. 

&KHFN�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VDIHW\�LV�LQ�
WKH�´6$)(µ�SRVLWLRQ�

The firearm is unloaded and 
ready for storage.

Handguns
There are many different 

varieties of handguns. This 
segment of the course will focus 
only on loading and unloading the 
double action revolver.

To safely operate handguns with 
RWKHU�DFWLRQV��FRQVXOW�WKH�RZQHU·V�
manual from the manufacturer.

5HYROYHU
A revolver typically does not 

have a manually operated safety, 
but will have internal safety 
mechanisms to help prevent an 
unintended discharge if the gun is 
dropped, for example.

Loading the  
'RXEOH�$FWLRQ�5HYROYHU

&RQWURO�WKH�
muzzle—point the gun 

in a safe direction
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locks in place.

The firearm is unloaded and 
ready for storage.

/HVVRQ����6DIH�&OHDQLQJ�	�
6WRUDJH�RI�)LUHDUPV

,Q�WKLV�OHVVRQ�\RX�ZLOO�
���,GHQWLI\�VDIHW\�SUHFDXWLRQV�IRU�
FOHDQLQJ�ÀUHDUPV��

���'HWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�WRROV�DQG�
solvents to use for cleaning 
ÀUHDUPV�

���/HDUQ�KRZ�WR�FOHDQ�WKH�EDUUHO�DQG�
stock.

���'LVFRYHU�KRZ�WR�VWRUH�ÀUHDUPV�
safely.

6DIHW\�3UHFDXWLRQV�
5HJXODU�ILUHDUP�PDLQWHQDQFH�LV�

QHFHVVDU\�IRU�VDIHW\��&OHDQ�WKH�JXQ�
as soon as possible after each use. 
Doing so ensures the firearm is in 
good operating condition for the 
next use. 

The first thing to do before 
cleaning a firearm is to check that 
the gun is not loaded. 

With the muzzle pointed in 
a safe direction and your finger 
outside the trigger guard, open the 
action, remove any ammunition 
present in the chamber, and 

,QVSHFW�WKH�F\OLQGHU�WR�EH�VXUH�
there are no cartridges remaining 
in the firearm.

6HOHFW�WKH�FRUUHFW�ER[�RI�
ammunition from the available 
options and store the live 
ammunition in the original box.

&ORVH�WKH�DFWLRQ�E\�SXVKLQJ�
the cylinder into the frame until it 

Open the action.

Depress the cartridge ejection 
rod to remove all cartridges from 
the cylinder at once.

UHPRYH�WKH�PDJD]LQH��LI�WKH�JXQ�
LV�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�D�ER[�PDJD]LQH��
or remove any cartridges from the 
tubular magazine. 

5HPRYH�DOO�OLYH�DPPXQLWLRQ�
IURP�WKH�ZRUNEHQFK��&KHFN�WR�
see if the action works properly, 
use dummy rounds only. Never 
use live ammunition to check the 
action.

After completing this safety 
check, begin cleaning the firearm. 

Disassemble the firearm for 
cleaning as recommended in the 
RZQHU·V�PDQXDO�IURP�WKH�ILUHDUP�
manufacturer. 

7RROV�DQG�6ROYHQWV
Assemble a basic gun cleaning 

kit. The following items should be 
included in this kit.
���&OHDQLQJ�URG�IRU�ULÁH��KDQGJXQ�

or shotgun depending on the 
ÀUHDUP�WR�EH�FOHDQHG

���&OHDQLQJ�URG�WLSV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�
slotted tip and bronze or nylon 
bristle brushes appropriately 
VL]HG�IRU�WKH�ULÁH��KDQGJXQ�RU�
shotgun bore

���&RWWRQ�RU�V\QWKHWLF�FOHDQLQJ�
patches sized for the gun bore

���2LO�RU�VROYHQW�WR�FOHDQ��OXEULFDWH�
DQG�SURWHFW�WKH�ÀUHDUP�SDUWV�DQG�
exterior
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���&OHDQLQJ�FORWK�RU�WRZHO�WR�ZLSH�
GRZQ�WKH�JXQ·V�H[WHULRU

 
&OHDQLQJ�WKH� 
%DUUHO�DQG�$FWLRQ

With the gun disassembled for 
cleaning, inspect all parts to see 
they are in good condition. After 
hunting in rain, ice or snow, all 
firearms should be disassembled 
from the stock, if possible, and all 
parts thoroughly dried.  

,I�WKH�EDUUHO�KDV�EHHQ�UHPRYHG�
from the gun, look through 
it from breech to muzzle to 
inspect for any obstructions and 
accumulated fouling from lead, 
FRSSHU�DQG�SRZGHU��,I�WKH�EDUUHO�
is not removable, use a bore sight 
to inspect the inside of the barrel.
&DUHIXOO\�UHPRYH�DQ\�REVWUXFWLRQV�
with the cleaning rod.
 
1H[W��IROORZ�WKHVH�VWHSV�WR�
FOHDQ�WKH�JXQ�
��    Put a slotted tip on the cleaning 

URG�ÀWWHG�ZLWK�D�GU\�FORWK�SDWFK�
��  Pass the cloth patch through 

the gun barrel from breech to 
PX]]OH��LI�SRVVLEOH���)RU�OHYHU�
action guns and revolvers, 
pass the cloth patches and 
bristle brushes through the 

barrel from the muzzle end, 
taking care not to damage the 
FURZQ�RI�WKH�PX]]OH��

���� �,QVSHFW�WKH�FORWK�SDWFK�WR�VHH�
how clean or dirty the barrel is.

���  Put a bristle brush on the 
cleaning rod.

��   Pass the bristle brush through 
the gun barrel from breech to 
PX]]OH��LI�SRVVLEOH��5HSHDW�WKLV�
step several times to remove 
fouling from the bore.

��  Put the slotted tip on the 
cleaning rod and insert a cloth 
patch soaked in gun cleaning 
solvent on the tip.

��   Pass the cloth patch through 
the gun barrel as done 
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&OHDQLQJ�WKH�6WRFN
Gunstocks may be made of:

��:RRG
��/DPLQDWHG�ZRRG��RU�
��3RO\PHU��SODVWLF�

Gun stocks are fitted with metal 
parts, such as the trigger guard 
and magazine well, and a rubber 
or synthetic butt. The wood and 
laminated wood stocks may have 
polyurethane or oil finishes. These 
finishes and the synthetic materials 
may be damaged by some cleaning 
solutions. Always read the labels 
of cleaning solutions to determine 
proper use before applying them to 
the gun stock. 

3RO\PHU��SODVWLF��DQG�
laminated wood stocks are more 
durable and less likely to show 
wear than wood stocks. Also, 
polymer and laminated wood 
stocks are not affected by weather 
conditions such as water and 

previously and let the solvent in 
the bore for 10-12 minutes.
���� �,QVSHFW�WKH�FORWK�SDWFK�WR�

determine if the barrel is clean 
or dirty.

���� �5HSHDW�ÀUVW�
eight steps 
until a dry 
cloth patch 
comes out 
clean.

10.  Wet a clean 
cloth patch 
with gun 
FOHDQLQJ�RLO�
lubricant, 
pass this through the barrel to 
leave a light coating inside the 
bore, and inspect the inside 
of the barrel, as done at the 
start of this process.  A clean 
bore should shine like a mirror 
from end to end when looking 
through it to a light. There 
should be no fouling or debris. 

11.   Wipe all external surfaces, 

including the stock, with a 
cleaning cloth or towel.

����5HDVVHPEOH�WKH�ÀUHDUP�
,I�WKHUH�DUH�DQ\�SUREOHPV�

with cleaning the firearm or with 
operating the action, bring it to 
a gunsmith for inspection and 
repair. 
 

KRW�RU�FROG�WHPSHUDWXUHV��6WLOO��
after hunting in wet or snowy 
conditions, disassemble the 
firearm and allow all parts to 
dry thoroughly, then clean and 
lubricate to protect the firearm.

6DIH�6WRUDJH�RI�)LUHDUPV
6WDWH�DQG�ORFDO�ODZV�PD\�

determine how to store a firearm 
legally in a home or vehicle. The 
owner of the firearm has the 
responsibility to know the laws 
that apply to all aspects of firearm 
ownership.

*HQHUDO�5XOHV�IRU� 
6DIH�*XQ�6WRUDJH

,I�WKHUH�LV�QR�VWDWH�RU�ORFDO�ODZ�
that specifies how guns must be 
stored, follow these rules.

The firearm should  be stored:
���8QORDGHG�
����6HSDUDWH�IURP�DPPXQLWLRQ�
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����,Q�D�ORFNHG�FRQWDLQHU�ZKHUH�
unauthorized persons cannot 
gain access to them.

����6R�WKDW�PRLVWXUH�DQG�H[WUHPHV�
of heat and cold are not present.

$GGLWLRQDO�VWHSV�WR�IROORZ�
IRU�VDIH�VWRUDJH�
���7ULJJHU�ORFNV�RU�FDEOHV�DUH�
DYDLODEOH�WR�SODFH�RQ�WKH�ÀUHDUP�
to prevent unauthorized use.

���)LUHDUPV�WKDW�KDYH�LQWHUQDO�
mechanical or electrical systems 

can lock the 
JXQ·V�DFWLRQ�

���́ *XQ�6RFNVµ�
are available 
to prevent 
rust and 
scratches 
to stocks 
and metal 
when guns 
are placed in or taken out of the 
storage container.
Periodically, remove guns 

from storage to inspect them for 
damage and rust. Apply oil to 
all external surfaces and return 
them to storage. How often 
to conduct this maintenance 
depends on how often the guns 
are used and the conditions 
inside of the storage container. 
,I�WKH�JXQ�FDELQHW�RU�VDIH�LV�GU\��
once per year may be sufficient. 
,I�UXVW�DSSHDUV��VFKHGXOH�JXQ�
maintenance more frequently or 
obtain materials or devices to 
put in the gun storage container 
to keep out moisture. 

6DIH�6WRUDJH�LQ�WKH�
Home

A major concern for 
storing firearms in the 
home is ensuring they 
cannot be accessed by 
unauthorized people, 
children or others who 
GRQ·W�NQRZ�ILUHDUP�VDIHW\�
UXOHV�DQG�RU�GRQ·W�KDYH�
WKH�RZQHU·V�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�
handle the firearms.

&RPPRQ�GHYLFHV�WR�
store firearms safely in the 
home include:
��*XQ�VDIH
��*XQ�FDELQHW
��*XQ�URRP

��7ULJJHU�ORFNV�DQG�FDEOHV
���2WKHU�ORFNLQJ�PHFKDQLVPV�WR�
PDNH�WKH�ÀUHDUP�LQRSHUDEOH

Additional Firearm  
Safety Rules 
��%H�VXUH�WKH�JXQ�LV�VDIH�WR�RSHUDWH�
���.QRZ�KRZ�WR�XVH�WKH�JXQ�VDIHO\�
���'RQ¶W�WUXVW�VDIHW\�GHYLFHV��
���8VH�RQO\�WKH�DPPXQLWLRQ�WKDW�LV�
FRUUHFW�IRU�WKH�JXQ�

���:HDU�KXQWHU�RU�EOD]H�RUDQJH�
FORWKLQJ�ZKHQ�KXQWLQJ��

���8VH�VDIHW\�GHYLFHV�IRU�HDU�DQG�H\H�
SURWHFWLRQ��

���1HYHU�XVH�DOFRKRO�RU�GUXJV�ZKLOH�
KXQWLQJ�RU�VKRRWLQJ�

���)ROORZ�VDIHW\�UXOHV�IRU�KDQGOLQJ�
DQG�VKRRWLQJ�¿UHDUPV�

���6WRUH�¿UHDUPV�DQG�DPPXQLWLRQ�
VHSDUDWHO\��

6WDWH�RU�ORFDO�ODZV�PD\�
VSHFLI\�KRZ�JXQV�PXVW�
EH�VWRUHG�OHJDOO\�LQ�D�
KRPH��$�UHVSRQVLEOH�
¿UHDUP�RZQHU�NHHSV�
XS�WR�GDWH�RQ�ODZV�
SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�¿UHDUP�
RZQHUVKLS�
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